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a lte rn a tiv e  th a t h as  p ro m p ted  th e  cu rio u s o u tb u rst w h ich  h as  

fo u n d ex p ressio n in th is b o o k . A n d th e feay is w ell 

g ro u n d ed , as M r. C o u lto n is q u ite aw are . T h o u g h M r. 

C o u lto n  h ates  th e  C ath o lic  sy stem , h e  resp ec ts  R o m an  C ath o ­

lics , an d  th is is w h at h e p ro p h ecies  in o u r reg ard :

If  R o m an  C ath o lic ism , w h ile  fearlessly  fac in g  th e  tru th , co u ld  

still rem ain u n ited , an d if n o n -R o m an C ath o lics , w h ile in sis t-  

tin g o n tru th o f d etail, fa iled fin a lly to fin d an y c lo ser u n io n  

am o n g st th em selv es  th an  th e  m ere  ag reem en t to  rep u d ia te R o m an  

C ath o lic ism , th en  in  th e  lo n g  ru n  R o m an  C ath o lic ism  w o u ld  co n ­

q u er an d d eserv e to co n q u er (p . 1 2 0 ).

O f th ese  tw o co n d itio n s, th e  firs t, as w e k n o w , h as a lw ay s 

b een v erified , an d  th e o th er, it seem s to u s, is in  co u rse  o f  

v erifica tio n ; so th a t w e m ay co n fid en tly lo o k fo r th e fu l­

film en t o f M r. C o u lto n ’s p ro p h ecy in th e d iv in e v ic to ry to  

fo llo w .

Anglican Essays is an  asto u n din g  b o o k . Its  in accu racies  

are so p len tifu l, its arg u m en ts so w eak , th a t it w ill p ro ­

d u ce  b u t little  effec t ex cep t o n  su ch  as  im b ib e  w ith o u t critic ­

ism  ev ery sy llab le th a t th ey read . T h e o n ly te llin g arg u ­

m en t is th a t w h ich seek s to sh o w  th a t A n g lo -C ath o lic ism  

is n o t A n g lican ism , n o r y et co n sisten t w ith  A n g lican trad i­

tio n . W ith th is w e ag ree . Y et in co m m o n fa irn ess, m u st 

co n fess th a t th e fierce ly d o g m atic A n g lican ism  o f E liza ­

b eth an  an d  ev en  la te r d ay s seem s to  u s  eq u ally  in co m p atib le  

a lik e  w ith  th e “sc ien tific” a ttitu d e to w ard s C h ristian  d o g m a  

ad o p ted b y th e A rch b ish o p o f A rm ag h , w ith its im ­

p lic it scep tic ism  an d its w o rsh ip o f th e h u m an g o d d ess  

“  R easo n ,” an d  w ith th e v ag u e d em an d  fo r rad ica l ch an g e, 

so fo rc ib ly u ttered  b y  M r. R av en , w ith its co ro llary  th a t as  

y et w e k n o w  n either w h at C h ristian ity  is n o r w h at it sh a ll  

b eco m e  in  th e fu tu re . . W h ile if th is b e  in  tru th  th e  seq u el 

to  th e  P ro testan t fac to r in  A n g lican ism , th e  A n g lo -C ath o lics 

are  rig h t in  th in k in g  th a t th e  so o n er  th is  fac to r  is  e lim in a ted  

th e b ette r fo r a ll co n cern ed , an d th e b ette r ch an ce to o o f  

th a t reu n io n w h ich ev en th e m o st P ro testan t ex p o n en ts o f·  

A n g lican ism  seem , th o u g h w ith m isg iv in g s b o m  o f ig n o r­

an ce an d fear, to co n tem p la te as a t least a rem o te  

p o ssib ility .
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I
N  ev ery  n atio n  w h ich  h as  k n o w n  C h ristian ity , ju st as in  

ev ery  C h ristian  m an , th ere  is an  en d less co n flic t b etw een  

th e n atu ral an d th e su p ern a tu ra l, an d a co n sid erab le  

sec tio n  w ill a lw ay s b e  fo u n d  th a t re jects th e la tte r an d  p re ­

fe rs to rem ain  o n  th e n atu ra l p lan e , lim itin g its v isio n to  

th is earth  an d  h en ce  fa llin g  easily  in to  th e  v ices  o f  th e  p ag an , 

th e d eifica tio n  o f se lf an d  th e d eifica tio n  o f th e S ta te. W e  

are accu sto m ed to sp eak  o f th e tw o "N ation s" in ev ery  

m o d ern S ta te , th e P o o r an d th e R ich , w h o se d isco rd is a  

n atio n a l p eril. E v en  w ere th e ir in te rests h arm o n ized , th ere  

w o u ld still rem ain th e tw o “  N atio n s  ” of th e re lig io u s an d  

th e u n reg en era te to p rev en t, b y th e ir d iv erg en t v iew s an d  

p o lic ies , an y rea liza tio n  o f th e P erfect S ta te  in th is w o rld .: 

N o w here h as th is tru th b een  b ette r illu strated th an in th e  

h isto ry  o f th e  g rea t F ren ch  n atio n . T h e  tw o  o p p o sed  sp irits  

are ev id en t as early  as th e th irteen th  cen tu ry in  Le Roman 

de La Rose. S eld o m  h as th ere b een so strang e a d o v e ­

ta ilin g  o f  th e  w o rk  o f tw o u tte rly  d ifferen t ch arac ters . T h e  

H o ratian  m ax im ,

“servetur ad imum
Qualis ab incepto processerit et sibi constet,"1

h as  h ere  b een  fo rg o tten  o r  ig n o red . T h e  w o rk  o f  o n e  au th o r, 

G u illau m e  d e  L o rris, h as th e  fresh ness  an d  p u rity  o f  sp ring ­

tid e . Jean d e M eu n , th e o th er, is so m etim es as n asty as 

C h au cer ’s  w ife  o f B ath , an d  h is m in d  is stro n g ly  tin g ed  w ith  

w o rld ly cy n icism . It is g o o d to fin d su ch a critic  as P ro ­

fesso r S ain tsb u ry g iv in g a d ecid ed  p referen ce to th e w o rk *  

o f th e  earlie r p o et.* G asto n  P aris a ttrib u tes  to  Jean  d e  M eu n  

a  b o ld , cy n ica l, n o w ise re lig io u s, em in en tly b u rg ess sp irit an d }  

a t tim es q u ite m o d ern . . . th ere is an  a ttack  ag ain st ce lib acy , 

ev en  ecclesiastica l, w h ich  A lain o f L ille , . . . w o u ld n o t h av e  

d ared . In  th is , as freq u en tly  e lsew h ere , Jo h n  o f M eu n rem in d s  

U s o f R ab ela is.·

T o  p u rsu e  o u r  sk e tch — th e  an ti-pap al ty ran n y  o f  P h ilip  th e

• · ■ Let [the poem ] pte*erre to  the  end the ctaraetetw tfcs w ith w hkh it ttm rted  

pp ·
s Mriiarai frenth Liltreiert. Eo«· Traw l. D ent, p. It  J.
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F air w as fo llo w ed b y c iv il w ars an d  th e ir m o ral ru in . In  

th e fifteen th  cen tu ry  w e h av e  th e stran g e p ath e tic career o f  

V illo n , a t h is w o rst a lso a fo reru n n er o f R ab elais , a t h is  

b est a  v o ice  o f  to u chin g  p en iten ce . In  th e  six teen th  cen tu ry  

w e h av e  R ab ela is h im self, w h o lack s n o t ap o log ists , b u t is , 

n o  C h ristian  can  d o u b t, ju stly  co n d em n ed  b y  K en elm  D ig b y :

T h an  th e  sp irit o f R ab elais , p erh aps  n o  m o re  d ead ly  co rro siv e  

ex ists o n earth  to  d estro y  v ita l p rin cip les; h o n o u r, lo v e , ev ery  

n o b le an d h ero ic affec tio n ,, fad e aw ay b efo re it; b u t n o th in g , 

p erh ap s, th ro u g h o u t th e  w h o le  ran g e  o f h u m an  p rev arica tio n , can  

b e m o re co n trary to  n atu re, an d to th e v ery in stin c t o f y o u th , 

fo r  it m u st b e  ack n o w led g ed , th a t th e  an im al n atu re  itself h as a  

certa in d elica te sen se o f w h at is b ecom in g an d  g racefu l; th e  

w h o le m an ab h o rs w h atev er w ill n o t ad m it o f b ein g in so m e  

d eg ree e lev a ted b y th e im ag in a tio n to assu m e a b eau tifu l o r  

n o b le  asp ec t ; n o  an tip a th y  b etw een  th in g s m o st av erse  in  n atu re , 

h o ld s a stro n g er en m ity th an  h is m in d w ith  w h at is essen tia lly  

an d irred eem ab ly fo u l.1

A p art fro m  th is m o n ster o f  filth , w h o  w as a lso , terribile 

dictu, a  C ath o lic p riest, th e  re ig n  o f th e v ic io u s F ran cis I. 

w as in d eed a tim e o f co rru p tio n , lik e th a t o f H en ry Π ., 

w ell p ic tu red  in  W alter  P ater ’s little  m asterp iece , Gaston de 

Latour',

It w as th e re ig n  o f th e Ita lian s ju st th en , a d o u b ly re fin ed , 

so m ew h at m o rb id , so m ew h at ash -co lo u red  Ita ly  in  F ran ce, m o re  

Ita lian  still. W h at o u r E lizab e th an  p o ets im agin ed  ab o u t Ita lian  

cu ltu re— fo rc in g a ll th ey k n ew  o f Ita ly  to an id ea l o f d ain ty  

sin  su ch  as h ad  n ev er ac tu a lly  ex isted th ere,— th a t th e co u rt o f  

H en ry  so  fa r  as  in  it lay , rea lised  in  fac t. M en  o f Italian  b irth , 

“ to th e g rea t su sp ic io n o f sim p le p eo p le ," sw arm ed in P aris, 

a lread y  “flig h tie r,less co n stan t th an  th e  g iro u ettes o n  its  steep les,”  

an d  it w as lo ve fo r Ita lian  fash io n s th a t h ad  b ro u gh t k in g  an d  

co u rtie rs h ere th is aftern o o n , w ith g rea t éclat, as th ey  sa id , 

frizzled  an d  starch ed * (e tc .)

M o re h o rrib le ev en th an  R ab ela is w as th e fa lse p ro p h et 

o f G en ev a , C alv in , a lso  an  ap o state c leric , w h o se H u g u en o t 

sec ta ries carried a M ah o m m ed an d eso latio n fa r an d w ide  

o v er  F ran ce. A n y th in g  less  lik e  th e  rea l H u g u en o ts th an  th e  

d ash in g cav alie rs o f M acaulay ’s b allad co u ld h ard ly b e  

im ag in ed  J

’ Compilant, Book V I., ch. vi., 1853, p. 295.

• C h. vii., pp. 171— 17a: ci. ch. iii., p. 81, etc.
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A cco rd in g to M ézeray th e sacrileg es ev ery w h ere co m m itted : 

b y  th e H u g u en o ts ro u sed in  th e p eo p le fee lin g s o f h o rro r an d  

in d ig natio n : fo r in a ll p laces w h ere th ey b ecam e m asters , th e , 

im ages o f sa in ts w ere ,sm ash ed , re lics w ere th ro w n  to th e w in d s, 

th e a lta rs an d th e sacram en ts w ere p ro fan ed , an d p riests an d  

re lig io u s o u trag ed , so th a t a ll th a t h isto ry h as reco rd ed o f th e  

a tro c ities p erp e tra ted  b y  th e G o th s  w as effaced  b y  th e  b arb arism  

o f th e H u g u en ots . In 1 5 6 2 th ey b u rn ed  a ll th e  ch arte rs o f th e  

ca th ed ra l o f S t. T h eu d ere, n ear V ien ne . A t T arb es th ey  n o t o n ly  

b u rn ed th e ch arte rs , b u t th e ca th ed ral itse lf, leav in g  m o u rnfu l 

traces o f th e ir so jo u rn th ro u g h o u t B éarn an d B ig o rre .1

In th e sev en teen th cen tu ry th e p ic tu re is o n th e w h o le  

b rig h ter: ,

O f w h at im p o rtan ce sa in tly  m en co n sid ered th is sw eet filia l 

fee ling *  to w ard s G o d  is sh o w n  v ery  rem ark ab ly  b y  an  o b serv a tio n  - 

w h ich C ard ina l, B ella rm in e m ad e w h en h e v isited F ran ce . H e  

sa id  h e w as stru ck w ith th e d ev o u t p ie ty ,o f th e F ren ch , in  th is ■ 

sen se o f th e  w o rd p iety , an d th a t th e p eo p le seem ed to h im  in  

co n seq u en ce b ette r C ath o lics th an  th e Ita lian s. S o  a t least h e is  
q u o ted b y L allem an t.*  ' '

A n d  y et, th is sev en teen th  cen tu ry , w h o se  C h ristian  ch arac ­

te r F ran ço is C o p p ée ch am p io n ed ag ain st h is frien d H u y s-  

m an s,’ saw  th e  scep tica l w o rk  o f  B ay le;  fa th er  o f  th e  en cy d o -  

p æ d ists , an d th e rise o f Jan sen ism , w h ile a tru ly h o rrib le  

d em o ralizatio n , co n seq u en t u p o n c iv il w ars, is-d epic ted in  

a  le tte r w ritten  b y  S t. V in cen t d e . P au l to P o p e In n o cen t X . · ■ 

in 1 6 5 2 :

, T h e R o y al F am ily  is to rn b y  d issen sion , an d  th e p eo p le are  

d iv id ed  in  riv a l fac tio n s, the to w ns an d  th e  p ro  v in ces are  a like  

m ad e  m iserab le b y  c iv il w ar; v illag es an d  c ities are  d ev astated , 

b u rn t; th e lab o u rers d o  n o t reap ; w h at th ey h av e so w n , an d  

n o  lo n g er so w  fo r fu tu re  y ears; ev ery th in g  is a t th e m ercy o f  

th e so ld ie rs  ; fro m  th em  th e p eo p le h av e to fear n o t ro b b ery  

o n ly , b u t ac tu a l m u rd er an d  ev ery  so rt o f  to rtu re ; m o st o f th o se  

w h o d w ell in  th e co u n try  p erish o f h u n g er if th ey escap e th e  - 

sw o rd . E v en th e  p riests are  n o t sp ared , b u t are cru e lly trea ted , 

to rtu red  an d  p u t to  d eath . E v ery  m aid en  is d ish o n o u red  an d  th e  

n u n s  th em selv es are  ex p o sed  to  th e  w ild  ex cesses  o f  th e  so ld ie rs  ; 

ch u rch es are p ro fan ed an d ro b b ed an d ru in ed ; an d  a lm o st a ll 

th o se w h ich are  still stan d in g are d eserted b y  th e ir p asto rs , to 

th a t th e  p eo p le  are  le ft d estitu te  e ith er  o f  M ass o r  o f th e  S acra-

• J. M . Stone, ReformaiionaaiR*naisaaertV-Ofirf.·,

« Faber, AU for leua, i»fi,
» far Bonne So·ffranee, ·
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m en ts, o r  o f  an y  sp iritu a l  "co n so latio n . A lso  th a t h ap p en s  o f  w h ich  

it is h o rrib le  to  th ink  an d  ev en  m o re  to  sp eak , th e  m o st B lessed  

S acram en t o f th e B o d y o f o u r L o rd is trea ted  w ith : u tte r co n ­

tem p t ev en  b y  C atho lics ,  « fo r th ey th ro w  th e H o ly E u ch arist to  

th e g ro u n d an d tram p le It u n d erfo o t th a t th ey m ay stea l th e : 

sacred v esse ls th a t co n ta in It. A n d h o w  fa r d o  th e h ere tics g o  

w h o h av e n o  sen se o f th is M y stery ? I d are n o t an d w ill n o t 

en ter o n d escrip tio n .1  -

T h is state  o f th in g s in  th e C h ristian  sev en teen th cen tu ry  

o f c iv ilized , ch iv alro u s F ran ce , fu rn ish es in d eed  a fru itfu l 

th em e fo r  m ed ita tio n .

T h e testim o n y  co u ld  n o t b e  m o re u n im p each ab le n o r th e  

p ic tu re m o re h id eo u s; it riv a ls th e sack  o f R o m e in 1 5 2 7  

u n d er th e C ath o lic E m p ero r C h arles V ;, w h o  lo v ed to p o se  

as a C o n stan tin e , a sack w h erein C atho lic S p an iard s  . an d  

L u th eran  G erm an s w ere riv a ls in sacrileg e an d  h o rro r. T o  

read  th e  sto ry , ev en  in  th e  so b er p ag es o f P asteu r, is en o u g h  

to b ring  p h y sica l n au sea . Y et th a t w ere a sm all p rice to  

p ay fo r a rea liza tion  p f th e essen tial b arb arity o f w ar, th e . 

ultima ratio regum w h ich  is in  fac t a co n fessio n  th a t reaso n  

h as  fa iled . C all to  m ind  afte r  th is  th e  en d less  series  o f  d ru m  

an d tru m p et “ h isto ry b o o k s” ; th ey ap p ear n o m o re tru e  

to  life  th an  th e  h istorical n o v els o f  M r. G . A . H en ty , ag ainst 

w h ich o n e ’s in stin c t rev o lted ev en in b o y h o o d . ■ G ran tin g  

th a t w ar is so m etim es in ev itab le, so m etim es ju st, th ere is  

y et n o n eed to lie ab o u t it, to su p p ress th e tru th  ab o u t its  

m o ral an d  m aterial ev ils , to  rep resen t G o d ’s p u n ish m en ts  an d  

sco u rg es as if . th ey w ere  b lessin g s to b o ast o f  ; th ere is n o  

n eed to d escrib e p u rg a to ry in te rm s o f a p leasu re ex cu r­

sio n . T h is lite ra ry co n sp iracy to d isg u ise th e ch aracter o f  

w arfare fro m th e ris in g , g en era tio n s ex p la in s: h o w  it is  

p o ssib le to sen d m u ltitu d es to th e slau gh ter u n d er ly in g  

w atch w o rd s, m u ltitu d es  w h o h av e n o  rea l q u arre l o n e w ith  

an o th er, an d  w h o u n d er w iser g u id an ce  m ig h t see th a t th e ir  

h ig h est in te rest is p eace an d  co -o pera tio n . T o lsto y , in h is  

earlie r an d  b ette r w o rk , th e  artist V erestch ag in  an d G en era l 

S h erm an  ag ree in  th in k in g  th a t “ w ar is h ell.” O n e w o u ld  

th in k th a t it w ere w iser to ap p eal fran k ly to th e la ten t 

h ero ism  o f th o se ca lled u p o n to en d u re th e .rack th an to  

p re ten d  th a t th e  en d u ran ce  o f  th e  rack  is a  g ay  an d  sp len d id  

ad v en tu re .

A m o n g th e fa llac ies d ilig en tly tau g h t in 1 9 1 4— 1 9 1 8

1 E. K . Saunders, Vincent de Pant, <913, ch. ix, p. 163. -
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w as th e u p liftin g  an d  reg en eratin g 'e ffect o f w ar. A g ain st 

th is  I m ay  q u o te  an  au th o rity  n o  m ilita ris t can  w ell cav il a t:"

It is a  w ell-ascerta in ed fac t [w rites C ard in a l G asq u et] stran g e  

th o u g h  it m ay  seem , th a t m en  are  n o t as a  ru le  m ad e  b ette r b y : 

g rea t an d  u n iv ersa l v isita tio n s  o f D ivin e  P ro v id en ce . It h as  b een  

n o ticed th a t th is is th e ev id en t resu lt o f a ll su ch sco u rg es, o r, 

as P ro co piu s p u ts it, sp eak in g  o f th e G reat P lagu e  in  th e re ign  

o f th e E m p erio r Ju stin ian , “w h eth er b y ch an ce o r P ro v id en tia l 

d esig n it strictly sp ared th e m o st w ick ed .” 1

It is a g riev o u s p ity th a t*  th ese tru th s are n o t b o rn e in : 

j m ind  b y  th o se  w h o  lig h tly  ap p eal to  arm s w h en ev er  a  n atio n a l 

j crisis co m es, a “ cris is” w h ich in its last an aly sis is m o st 

I o ften  a  d isp u te b etw een  riv a l trad ers reg ard in g  m ark ets o r  

i raw  m ateria ls . W ar is th e o u tco m e o f secu larism  ; M am -  ' 

m o n , as th is R ev iew  h as h ere to fo re ex p la in ed ,’ h as M ars as 

h is h en ch m an . A n d secu larism  th riv es w h en th e C h u rch  

g ro w s w eak . In  h is stu d y  o f  G allican ism , d e M aistre  sh o w ed  

c learly h o w  th e Jan sen ists (w h o , to g e th er w ith C alv in ists , 

ex erted  g rea t in fluen ce th ro u g h  th e  P arlem en t) p rep ared  th e  

w ay fo r th e en cy clo p aed ists . W ith  V o lta ire th e tw o h o sts  

are  d efin ite ly  m u sterèd  in  h o stile  array , an d  h is p erio d  fin d s  

fit co n sum m atio n  in  th e  h o rro rs  o f  th è  R ev o lu tio n .; · *  T o  an d  

fro  th e  fig h t h as rag ed  ev er sin ce , an d  th e  v ic to ry  is n o t y et 

w o n . C o m p ro m ises, co n co rd a ts , resto ra tio n s  th ere  h âv e  b een , 

b u t n o  d ecisiv e triu m p h  o f th e  F aith , w h ile th e  su b v ersiv es  

ren ew  fro m  tim e to tim e th e ir effo rts to ab o lish re lig io n  

an d  san ity . . . . .

O zan am  an d  L aco rd a ire  w ere  u n d er  n o 'd e lu sio n s as to  th e  

resto ratio n  o f re lig io n  in  F rance ,w h ile  th e  secu lar  u n iv ersity ’s  

m o n o p o ly  rem ain ed . V eu illo t ’s b attle  w as a  lo n g  an d  fie rce  

o n e , n o t o n ly w ith in fid e ls, b u t w ith .  G allican s a lso .. T h e  

F ran ce  o f V eu illo t an d  C o u n t d e  M u n  sto o d  o v er ag ain st th e  

F ran ce o f “ G eo rg e S an d,” d e M au p assan t, Z o la an d th e  

m aso n ic p o litician s. T h e F ran ce o f C o m b es an d V iv ian i 

fo u n d  ran g ed  ag ain st it th e  F ran ce  o f  R én é B azin , F ran ço is  

C o p p ée , an d  th e  C ath o lic  ra lly . T h e  p resen t m o m en t seem s  

in m an y w ay s  ’ an alo g o u s to th e treach erou s R esto ra tio n  

p eriod . A v o w ed an tic lericalism  h as n o w  as th en , fo r th e  

tim e  b ein g , lo st th e  ascen d an cy , b u t is p erh ap s a ll th e  m o re  

d an g ero u s o n th a t acco u n t, “  th e v ile r as u n d erh an d , n o t

« 7Λ » Black Death, ch. x., pp.ajô— «5«·  . i

• T h x  M o n t h , O ct. 19’ · » “ M am m on and M ar».
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o p en ly  b earin g  th e  sw o rd .” N o w  as  th en , m an y , w h o se  tru st­

w o rth in ess  w ill n eed  m u ch  testin g , fin d  it ex p ed ien t o r  p o litic  

to p ro fess C atho lic sy m p ath ies o r a lleg ian ce , an d  th e m ili­

ta rist m an ia , o n ce m o re recu rren t in so m e q u arte rs, cau ses  

a  cro ss-d iv isio n  w h ich m ay  w eak en  th e C ath o lic  fo rces.

O n th e o th er h an d , th e u tterly sim p le , u n affec ted p ie ty  

th a t so  d elig h ted C ard in a l B ellarm in e is fo u n d  to -d ay , an d  

n o t in  B rittan y a lo n e . T h e  w rite r w as a t C h artres in  Ju ly ,  

1 9 1 4 , an d  th ere  an d  th en  so m e h o ly  n u n  sa id  to  h im ,“ m ais 

je p en se q u e j ’a im e les b o n s u n p eu p etit p lu s,” th o u g h  

sh e lo v ed  les w iérA aw Z r a lso ,;an d  “ n o u s so m m es tro p  m au ­

v aises p o u r la  F ran ce ,” th erefo re  ex p ectin g  to  b e d riv en  o u t, 

b u t “  n o u s n o u s rev erro n s en  A n g le te rre .” In  a ll sin cerity  

th ese  . sa in tly w o m en th o u g h t th ey w ere so u n w o rth y th a t 

A lm ig h ty G o d w o u ld n o t a llo w  th em  to rem ain in  F ran ce . 

T h ere are ch arac ters u p an d  d o w n th e p ag es o f H u y sm ah s  

an d  th o se  o f  R én é  B azin  th a t w an d erers  in  p ro v inc ia l F ran ce  

can  h ard ly  fa il to  co m e  acro ss, ch arac ters  th a t p ro v e  la douce 

France to b e still liv in g , u tte rly sin cere , co u rteo u s, g en er­

o u s, d ev o ted , lik e R o u sse lin e an d  h er fa th er in B azin ’s La 

Terre qui meurt, tru e ch ild ren  o f th e cru sad ers . In  B rit­

tan y  an d  th e N o rm an -B re to n  b o rd erlan d  n o th in g  can  ex ceed  

th e u n affec ted  C ath o lic co u rtesy ex p erien ced b y trav e lle rs .  

A g ain : - · ■· -

Thou-art praised for thy science;· thy art and thy grace, 

For the courage so high that belongs  , to thy race, 

But w hen all is adm ired, and all has been said, 

There ’s nothing surpasses thy love for the dead. 1

Is th is , I w o n d er, th e  d o m in an t asp ec t o f F ran ce  to -d ay ?  

Is it still g en erally tru e  th a t “ n o F ren ch m an,  g o es ab o u t 

sin g in g n o w ad ay s, w h eth er in to w n o r co u n try , u n less it b e  

a so n g  o f rev o lt o r. b lo o d sh ed . · T h is d isap p earan ce o f  

h ealth y an d  ca lm , jo y is o n e  o f th e m o st serio u s h ead s o f  

4 accu sa tio n  w h ich  o u r tim e can  fo rm u late ag ainst th o se w h o  

d o m in ate it. If  E n g lan d  is n o  lo n g er ‘m erry  E n g lan d ’ n o r 

F ran ce  ‘ L a  G aie  F ran ce, ’ it is  b ecau se  th e v ita l p rin c ip le  h as  

b een  w eak en ed  in  each , b ecau se  m en  h av e  d esp ised  an d  d is­

en ch an ted  th e  so u l o f  each  o f  th ese  n atio n s, o n ce  so  n o b le  an d  

ch arm in g , b y .ro b b in g  th em  o f th e  F aith ? .” ’

In  a ll g rea t co u n tries , as  w e sa id  to sta rt w ith ,·  th ere  is , in  

v ary in g d eg ree, th is ,g rea t d iv ision , w h ich an sw ers to th e

* K enelm  H . D igby, Short Poems, 1865, p. 43. . - ,

* R eginald Balfour, in Dublin jReview, Jan; 1907, p, 163.
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c leav ag e b etw een  th e C h u rch  an d  th e w o rld . M an y ch an g e  

sid es, m an y  are u n co n sc io u s  o f th e sid e o n w h ich  th ey are  

fig h tin g . T h ere are sin cere C h ristian s,— L u th eran , A n g li­

can an d  o th ers,— w h o are u n co n sc io u sly fig h tin g in R o m e ’s  

cau se , th ere  are  b ad  C ath o lics , lap sed  an d  w o rld ly C ath o lics , 

w h o se lives a id  th e cau se  o f A n tich ris t. In  F ran ce , o w ing  

to  th e  c learn ess (w h ich  is  co m p atib le  w ith  a certa in  n arro w ­

n ess) o f th e F ren ch  m in d , th e d iv isio n is p erh aps easie r to  

m ark  th an  e lsew h ere . B u t th e  fac t o f th is d iv isio n  is , I b e ­

liev e, th e tru th o f th e m atter, an d it is a g rea t p ity th a t 

it sh o u ld  b e lo st sig h t o f. T h o se w h o h av e b een  assu rin g  

u s so v o lu bly th ese n in e y ears p ast th a t a ll ev ils, p ast an d  

p resen t, h ad  th e ir so u rce in G erm an y , are n o w  ten d in g to  

say th e sam e o f F ran ce, w ith th e sam e reck less in co n se ­

q u en ce , fo r u n h ap p ily it is tru e , w h erev er “ p u b lic o p in io n ’ ’ 

is m an u factu red  b y  lin o ty p e , th a t “  ev en  w ith  m en w h o  h o ld  

th e  C ath o lic  fa ith  w ith  tru e  lo y a lty , th e ir  v aster o u tlo o k  u p o n  

th in g s is p rac tica lly u n in flu en ced b y a d irec tly C h ristian  

p h ilo so p h y  o f th ing s.’’ 1 T w o  fu n d am en ta l tru th s in  esp ec ia l 

are u tte rly fo rg o tten , n am ely , th e o rig in o f ev il, an d th e  

p erm an ent c leav ag e b etw een th e C h u rch an d th e w o rld in 

all countries. N o n e h as th e  m o n o po ly  o f g o o d o r b ad . : In  

th e  ca lm  lig h t o f reaso n  m an y  o f  th e ax io m s o f 1 9 14— 1 9 1 8  

are  seen  to  b e  p alp ab ly  ab su rd . B u t am id th e  c lash  o f  arm s  

th e law s are silen t, th e arts a lso , an d , u n d er m o d ern co n ­

d itio n s a t least, it w o u ld seem  th a t reaso n fo llo w s in  th e ir 

w ak e. ■ ■

H . E. G . R O PE.

» A bbot V onier. The Christian Mind, p. 208. >


