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Introduction

T h e  F o r d h a m  U n i v e r s i t y  C o n f e r e n c e s w e r e  i n a u g u r a t e d  

d u r i n g  t h e  L e n t e n  S e a s o n  o f  1929. S i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  U n i 

v e r s i t y  h a s  s p o n s o r e d  t h e s e  C o n f e r e n c e s  t w i c e  a  y e a r ,  n a m e l y ,  

t h e  S p r i n g  S e s s i o n  a n d  t h e  F a l l  S e s s i o n .

T o p i c s  o f  r e a l i m p o r t a n c e  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  f i e l d s  o f  t h o u g h t  

h a v e b e e n  c h o s e n  a s t h e s u b j e c t s f o r t h e s e U n i v e r s i t y  

C o n f e r e n c e s .

T h e s e  i n s t r u c t i v e  C o n f e r e n c e s  h a v e  g r o w n  t o  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  

o u t s t a n d i n g  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  s c h o l a s t i c  

y e a r  a t  F o r d h a m  U n i v e r s i t y . G r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n  

a t  e a c h  s u c c e e d i n g  C o n f e r e n c e , a n d  t h e  s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s i n g  

a t t e n d a n c e  a t t e s t s  t h e i r  p o p u l a r i t y .





C o n ten ts

F o r e w o r d . . . . . . . .  i i i

D e d i c a t i o n . . . . . . . .  v

I n t r o d u c t i o n . . . . . . . .  v ü

F i r s t  C o n f e r e n c e :

M o d e r n  T h o u g h t ’s  C o n c e p t i o n  o f  C i v i l i z a t i o n  .  1

S e c o n d  C o n f e r e n c e :

M o d e r n  T h o u g h t ’s  C o n c e p t i o n  o f  C u l t u r e  .  .  1 9

T h i r d  C o n f e r e n c e :

M o d e r n  T h o u g h t ’s  C o n c e p t i o n  o f  S c i e n c e .  .  3 5

F o u r t h  C o n f e r e n c e :

M o d e r n  T h o u g h t ’s  C o n c e p t i o n  o f  P r o g r e s s .  .  4 9

ix





First Conference

M O D E R N  T H O U G H T ’S C O N C E P T IO N  

O F C IV IL IZ A T IO N *

M y  d ear F rien ds:

I fee l q u ite  co n fid en t o f y o u r assen t w h en  I  say  

th a t ex ac t th in k in g is a lab o rio u s an d o ften tim es  

ev en a p a in fu l p ro cess . I fee l eq u a lly  assu red  o f  

y o u r  ag reem en t w h en  I  fu rth e r  s ta te  th a t m o st p eo 

p le  w ill easily  re lin q u ish  th e  ta sk  o f th in k in g  m at

te rs o u t fo r  th em se lv es  if th e re  is so m e  o n e  e lse w h o  

w ill th in k  fo r th em . T h a t, a t leas t, is a co n d itio n  

o f  th in g s  w e  a ll n o te  in  th e  so c ial w o rld  in  w h ich  w e  

ac tu a lly  liv e , m o v e , an d  h av e  o u r  b e in g ; an d  I  p o in t  

o u t th e  p rev a ilin g  fac t in  n o  sp irit o f cy n ic ism  o r  

cen su re , th o u g h  I d o  so  in  a  sp irit o f ch a llen g e .

T h e  fac t is , m y  g o o d  F rien d s , th a t w e  a re  p assin g  

th ro u g h  a th o ug h tle ss p erio d  w h ich  w e m ay  ap tly  

d esc rib e  as  th e  D elu g e  o f  P rin t. F o r  fo rty  d ay s  an d  

fo rty  n ig h ts  an d  lo n g er, th e  n o v e list, th e  jo u rn a lis t, 

th e  p o e t, th e  p am p h le tee r, th e  lec tu re r, ev ery  m an 

n er o f sc rib b le r, an d , n o t leas t am o n g th em , th e  

u n iv e rs ity  p ro fesso r, h av e  g iv en  th e p rin ter ’s d ev il 

n o  re s t o r p au se , an d  d ay  an d  n ig h t p o u r  d o w n  th e  

in k y  ca ta rac ts  to  d e lu g e  u s  w ith  p rin t an d  y e t m o re  

p rin t.

A n d  lo rd in g  it o v er th e  in k y  w ate rs  th e re  h o v ers  

th e  g o d  o f  th e  D elu g e , th e  g en iu s  o f  th e  F lo o d , th a t 

th in g  w h ich  ca lls itse lf th e  M o d ern  M in d  o r M o d 

e rn  T h o u g h t; th a t d e ity  w h ich  h as ap p o in ted  u n to  

itse lf th e  h ig h  p re ro g a tiv e  o f  d o in g  a ll th in k in g  fo r  

a ll m en  o n  a ll m atte rs , esp ec ia lly  o n  th o se  v ery  m at

te rs w h ich to u ch life an d d ea th , an d w h ich m en

•D e liv e r e d  in  F o r d h a m  U n iv e r s ity  C h u r c h , S u n d a y , N o v e m b e r i , 1 9 3 J .  
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sh o u ld  b e  th in k in g  o u t fo r th em se lv es  b y  th e  reaso n  

w h ich  th e  C reato r  h as g iv en  th em , an d  b y  th e  co n 

sc ien ce th ro u g h  w h ich H e sp eaks to th em . B u t 

u n h ap p ily en o u g h it h as co m e to p ass th a t th e  

p rin ted asse rtio n ten th o usan d tim es rep ea ted h as  

s tam p ed ed  m an y  h ead s o u t o f th e ir o w n th o u gh ts , 

h as ro b b ed  m an y v ita l w o rd s in o u r lan g uag e o f  

th e ir  tru e  m ean in g s , an d  d eb ased  th e  so lid  g o ld  in to  

an  in fla ted  v erba l cu rren cy  th a t p asses fo r th o u g h t 

an d y e t, if th e tru th m u st b e to ld , is em p ty o f  

th o u g h t.

F ro m  th ese  ad u lte ra ted  v erb a l co in s  I  h av e  ch o sen  

fo u r  w h ich  I p ro p o se  to  ex am in e  an d  te s t w ith  y o u  

each  S u n d ay  a ftern o o n  o f  N o v em b er. Y o u  a lread y  

k n o w  th em : th ey  a re  Civilization, Culture, Science 

an d  Progress. Y o u  w ill o b se rv e  th a t th ey  a re  n o b le , 

im p ress iv e  an d  co m p reh en siv e w o rd s , w o rds w h ich  

sh o u ld su g g est an d in c lu d e a ll th a t is b est in th e  

ach iev em en ts o f a p eo p le . T h ey  a re w o rd s w h ich , 

o n ce  w e h av e in v ested  th em  w ith  a ce rta in  m ean 

in g , w e u se as s tan d ard s w h ereb y to  ap p ra ise th e  

v a lu e  o f  a  p erso n ’s o r a  p eo p le ’s b e lie fs , m o d e  o f  liv 

in g , id eals  an d  acco m p lish m en ts , an d  ca ll su ch  p eo 

p le "c iv ilized ,” "cu ltu red ,” "scien tific ,” "p ro g res 

s iv e”  o r th e rev e rse . W e h av e b een in te llec tu a lly  

n o u rish ed o n  th ese w o rd s; w e h av e g ro w n accu s 

to m ed  to  th em  an d  u se  th em  in  a  ce rta in  sen se ; an d  

w e h av e , th an k s to th e su g g estio n s o f M o d ern  

T h o u g h t, p o ssib ly u sed th em  o u t o f th e ir sen se . 

T h e fo u r C o n fe ren ces th a t h av e b een an n o u n ced  

w ill ch a llen g e th e fa lse m ean in g  an d im p lica tio n s  

w h ich  M o d ern  T h o u g h t h as p u t in to  th ese  im p o r

tan t id eas , an d  a t th e sam e tim e w ill en d eav o r to  

b rin g  th em  b ack to th e o n ly s ig n ifica tio n w h ich  

th e ir o rig in  an d  h is to rica l rea lities w arran t.

B u t le t u s b eg in b y  fo rm in g  so m e c lea r id ea o f  

th e  M o d ern  M in d  an d  its  M o d ern  T h o u g h t. W h at 
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is th is M o d ern  T h o u g h t w h ich  sp eak s so  au th o rita 

tiv e ly an d w h ich so m an y o b seq u io u sly w o rsh ip  

to -d ay ? Is it a d efin ite sch em e o r p h ilo so p h y  o f  

life  th a t h an g s  to g eth e r an d  o ffe rs  a  c lea r-cu t, p o si

tiv e  an d  sa tis fac to ry  an sw er to  th o se  p eren n ia l q u es 

tio n s w h ich h av e a t a ll tim es an d in a ll p laces  

d o g g ed  th e  in te llig en ces o f  m en  w ith  th e  ch a llen g e ,  

"W h en ce is m an ’s life?” , "W h at m u st h e d o  w ith  

th a t life?” , "W h at is th e fu tu re o f th a t life?” , 

"H o w  is h e to  k n o w  w ith  ce rta in ty  w h ith e r h e is  

g o in g  w ith  h is life?” , "W h o  is to  g u id e  h im ? ”

T ru th  to  te ll, g o o d  F riend s , M o d ern  T h o u g h t  h as  

n o t b een  c lear-v isio n ed  en o u g h  to  s ta te its p o sitio n  

b efo re th e g rea t p ro b lem s o f life an d to an sw er 

th e  q u estio n s  th a t a re  ask ed . T h e  reaso n  fo r  its ev a 

s io ns is n o t fa r to seek , fo r M o d ern T h o u g h t is  

d ev o id o f th o u g h t, if b y  th o u g h t w e m ean , as w e  

d o , th e  m en ta l p ro cess  b y  w h ich  a m an  seek s , u n til 

h e  fin d s, a  ra tio n a l acco u n tin g  fo r  w h at h e  b e liev es , 

lo v es , d o es an d  h o p es fo r, an d  th a t in  th e lig h t o f, 

an d  in  acco rd an ce  w ith , ce rta in  b asic  tru th s  w h ich  

a re p art o f h is n a tu re , w h ich a re a ttes ted b y  h is  

co n scien ce  an d  co n firm ed  b y  th e  u n iv e rsa l an d  co n 

s tan t te s tim o n y  o f n o rm al m en .

N o w , th e la s t th in g th a t M o d ern T h o u g h t  

a ttem p ts , an d  in  fac t n ev er a rriv es a t, is to  reaso n  

o u t an y  v ita l q u estio n  fro m  first p rin c ip les to  fin a l 

co n c lu s io n s , o r to  tak e acco u n t o f a ll th e  d a ta th a t 

a re  av a ilab le  fo r  su ch  a  p ro cess . A llo w  m e  to  p o in t 

o u t b rie fly  th e  tra its an d  tr ick s  b y  w h ich  y o u  sh a ll 

k n o w  M o d ern  T h o u g h t.

In  th e firs t p lace, M o d ern T h o u g h t accep ts n o  

p rin c ip les,  i.e., th o se  se lf-ev iden t tru ths  w h ich  se rv e  

as th e s tartin g  p o in ts fo r an y  ra tio n a l p ro ced u re. 

A n d  s in ce  co n n ec ted  th o ug h t can n o t b e  ca rried  o n  

w ith o u t p o in ts o f co n n ec tio n , so -ca lled M o d ern  

T h o u g h t can n o t rea lly  th in k  co n secu tiv e ly . L et u s  
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o b se rv e it in ac tion ; le t u s ask  M o d ern T h o u g h t:  

"P ray , n o b le  s ir, in  th e  p len itu d e  o f  y o u r  k n o w led ge  

te ll u s, W h at is T ru th ?” T ak in g th e q u estio n  in  

P ila te ’s cy n ica l m o o d , it w ill an sw er, ’ 'W h y , w h at

ev er y o u  m ak e  it!” A n d  if  w e  ask  ag a in , "W h at is  

m o ra lity ? W h at is d u ty ?” o r "B y w h at s tan d ard  

d o y o u ju d g e rig h t fro m  w ro n g ?” it w ill m ak e  

an sw er, "W h y — it is th e  'm ores , ’ as th e  so c io lo g is ts  

say , o r w h atev er h ap p en s to  b e th e co n v en tio n  o r  

th e  fa sh io n .” B u t th a t th is  o r  th a t sh o u ld  o r  sh o u ld  

n o t b e d o n e as th e  lo g ica l seq u e l fro m  th is o r th a t 

m o ra l p rin cip le  is a  p ro cess  w h ich  M o d ern  T h o u g h t  

ev ad es , fo r it is th o u g h tle ss! A n d  sh o u ld w e fu r 

th e r en q u ire , "W h at is  G o d , an d  w h at a re  m y  re la 

tio n s to H im ? ” "H as m an a so u l?” ag a in th e  

th o u g h tle ss rep ly  w ill b e : "W h y — it is y o u r  fee lin g s  

ab o u t th e m atte r, o r it is a p ro jec tio n  o f th e E g o , 

o r it is a h yp o th esis”— o r so m e o th e r su ch u n in 

te llig ib le  th in g !

A n o ther  tra it  o f  M o d ern  T h o u g h t is th a t it liv es  

o n  assu m p tio n s , i.e., th ing s tak en  fo r g ran ted  w ith 

o u t p ro o f o r m en ta l rev is io n . A ssu m p tio n s a re  o f  

its v ery fo o d an d  d rin k— an d assu m p tio n s req u ire  

n o  th o u g h t, fo r M o d ern T h o u g h t h as n o  p a tien ce  

w ith  th e  a rd u ou s  p ro ced u re  in v o lv ed  in  th e  d em o n 

s tra tio n o f tru th s . If th e v ita l q u estio n  o f m an ’s  

o rig in  is u n d er d iscu ss io n , it assumes th a t m en  h av e  

sp ru n g fro m  th e lo w er an im als b y ev o lu tio n , o r  

th a t m an  w as o rig in a lly  a sav ag e ; it em p h asizes a ll 

th e  w ay s  in  w h ich  m an  is lik e  th e  b east, an d  is q u ite  

th o ug h tle ss  ab o u t th e  w ay s in  w h ich  m an  is unlike 

th e  b east (w h ich  la tte r w ay s h ap p en  to  b e  th e  o n ly  

th in g s th a t rea lly m atte r m u ch  ab o u t m an ), an d  

th en  in d u lg es in  th e  cu lt o f th e  ab n o rm al an d  th e  

an im al in  h u m an  n a tu re , n ev er to  rise an y  h ig h er. 

A n d  if  y o u  a re  so  b o ld  as to  ask  fo r ev id en ce  o r  sc i

en tific p ro o f, it w ill an sw er: "T h u s w ro te  D arw in
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an d  H u x ley , o r C o n k lin , o r O sb o rn e,”  o r, "G o  an d  

see th e p las te r ex h ib it in th e H all o f th e A g e o f  

M an  in  th e  M u seu m  o f  N atu ra l H isto ry .”

A s fo r th e o rig in o f C h ris tian ity , M o d ern  

T h o u g h t  w ill o n ce  m o re  assu m e  th a t it is b u t a  s tag e  

o f  ev o lu tio n  fro m  lo w er h ea th en  fo rm s o f w o rsh ip ,  

an d  in  so  d o in g  w ill ig n o re  th e  ex is ten ce  o f an  ag e- 

lo n g  an d  w o rld -w id e  in s titu tio n  w h ich  w as p resen t 

a t its o w n  o rig in s  an d  is in  p o ssess io n  o f a ll th e  ev i

d en ce  th a t h is to ry  can  p o ssib ly  g iv e  to  th e  co n tra ry  

o f M o d ern  T h o u g h t ’s assu m p tio n s.

If M o d ern  T h o u g h t tu rn s to  h is to ry , as it fre 

q u en tly d o es , it s till assu m es th e tru th  o f an c ien t 

a lleg a tio n s lo n g ag o cast u p o n th e sc rap -h eap o f  

d ead  id eas , an d  co n tin u es  to  b ab b le  ab o u t th e  M id 

d le  A g es  b e in g  "d ark ,”  an d  ab o u t th e  s ix teen th  cen 

tu ry  rev o lt ag a in s t re lig io u s  au th ority  as th e  "d aw n  

o f m o d ern freed o m ,” an d ab o u t th e "d ec lin e” o f  

C h ris tian ity , an d  so  o n  an d  so fo rth , as th o u g h  n o  

o th e r  m in d s  h ad  tu rn ed  en q u irin g ly  in to  th ese  sam e  

m atte rs  an d  b y  h o n est p ro o f  d em o n stra ted th e  fo lly  

o f  th ese  assu m p tion s . B u t, th en , m ark  th a t M o d ern  

T h o u g h t m o v es  b ey o n d  th e  p a le  o f  o b jec tiv e  sch o l

a rsh ip , fo r it is th o u gh tle ss!

M o d ern  T h o u g h t sh irk s d efin itio n . In  a ll tru th  

it is a  g ian t’s  ta sk  to  ex trac t a c lea r-cu t an d  in te lli

g ib le s ta tem en t o f w h at it ex ac tly m eans b y th e  

te rm s  it u ses . F o r a  d efin itio n  req u ires th o u g h t; it 

req u ires a c lo se ex am in a tio n an d an a ly s is o f th e  

n a tu re  o f th e  th in g  to  b e  d efin ed , an  accu ra te  d is

c rim in a tio n b e tw een  its essen tia ls an d  acc iden ta ls ,  

an d a p a in stak in g co m parison o f th a t th in g w ith  

s im ila r th in g s in o rd er to d isce rn w h at it h as in  

co m m o n  w ith  th em , an d  th en  to  p ick  o u t ju s t th a t 

sp ec ific  n o te  w h ich  m ak es it th e  th in g  th a t it is an d  

d iffe ren t fro m  ev ery th in g  e lse . A ll th a t, I  say , ca lls  

fo r  accu ra te an d  co n n ec ted  reaso n in g , an d  M o d ern  
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T h o u g h t is  q u ite  u n eq u a l to  th e  ta sk . F o r it m o v es  

in  a  tw ilig h t o f  h a lf-in te lligen ce  w h ere  it sees v ag u e  

sh ap es an d  tran sfo rm s th em  in to m o n ste rs . M ak e  

th e ex p erim en t o f th is fo r y o u rse lv es; if y o u  w ill, 

tak e u p th e p rin t o f M o d ern T h o u g h t, so m e o f  

w h ich  I sh a ll p resen tly  in d ica te , an d  see  w h at trav 

estie s it can  m ak e  o f  th e  id eas o f  "d o g m a,”  "fa ith ,”  

" th eo lo gy ,” "m etap hy sics ,” "G od ,” "m ora lity ,”  

e tc ., as w ell as o f "c iv iliza tio n ,” "cu ltu re ,” "sci

en ce” an d  "p ro g ress .” T o  w h atev er o th e r to rtu res  

it m ay  su b ject th ese  w o rd s , o r w ith  w h atev er w el

te r o f b rillian t sen ten ces it m ay  m ix th em — d efin e  

th em  it d o es n o t.

A ll th is is th e sam e as say in g th a t M o d ern  

T h o u g h t is flipp an t, cy n ica l, scep tica l, irra tio n a l 

an d th o u g h tle ss— n o  o n e o f w h ich  is th e m ark o f  

th o u g h t tru ly  so -ca lled . In  th e face  o f sea rch in g  

q u estio n s , M o d ern T h o u g h t is as irre sp o n sib le as  

B o ccac io ’s "C y m o n ,”  w h o

s h u n n e d  t h e  C h u r c h  a n d  u s e d  n o t  m u c h  t o  p r a y ,

H e  t r u d g e d  a l o n g ,  u n k n o w i n g  w h a t  h e  s o u g h t ,  

A n d  w h i s t l e d  a s  h e  w e n t  f o r  w a n t  o f  t h o u g h t .

It is d ifficu lt to  sp eak  o f  a  flip p an t th in g  w ith o u t 

o n ese lf seem in g  to  in d u lg e in  flip p an cy . Y et, w ere  

I to tak e M o d ern T h o u g h t v ery  se rio u sly  an d to  

d efin e its m o st se rio u s asp ec t, I co u ld  d o n o  m o re  

th an  say  th a t it is an  a ttitu d e  o f  m in d  w h ich  p re fe rs  

to  in te rp re t fife  an d  ju d g e  th e  w o rld  n o t in  th e  lig h t 

o f p rin cip les , trad itio n  an d  au th o rity , b u t acco rd 

in g  to  a  m o o d  p ro m p ted  b y  th e  m o m en t an d  b y  th e  

ex p ed iency o f im m ed ia te en v iro n m en t— o r th e  

g rav ita tio n  o f m an ’s lo w er n a tu re .

In  ju s tice to  M o d ern  T h o u g h t le t it b e sa id  th a t 

it is n o t co n sisten t w ith  itse lf , fo r, w h ile it sp u rn s  

au th o rity , it w ill n ev erth e less p lace th e b lin d est
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re lian ce o n an y "au th o rity ” th a t se rv es its m o o d  

an d tem p er, an d th is m o o d  can , w ith  th e g rea tes t  

ease , sw in g  fro m  th e n am b y -p am b ies t o p tim ism  to  

th e m u rk ies t p ess im ism . A n d , if b esid es b e in g  

o b se rv an t p erso n s  y o u  a re m o d era te ly  w ell read  in  

h is to ry , it w ill so o n b reak u p o n y o u r rea lizatio n  

th a t, a fte r a ll, th e re is n o th in g  m o d ern ab o u t th is  

m en ta l a fflic tio n . It is as an c ien t as th e d ay  w h en  

A d am  an d E v e m aim ed th e ir so u ls an d b o d ies in  

P arad ise in  a  fit o f in d ep en d en ce ; it is as an c ien t as  

H erac litu s, E p icu ru s, an d th e c lass ic p ag an s . Its  

m o o d  an d  th e ir m o o d  a re essen tia lly  th e  sam e , th e  

se ttin g  a lo n e is d iffe ren t, th e ch ie f d ifferen ce b e in g  

th a t to -d ay  th e  p rin tin g -p ress , th e  c in em a an d  th e  

rad io  o ffe r th e n eo -p ag an ism  so  m an y  m o re fac ili

tie s to  w aft itse lf ab ro ad  an d  sp read  th e co n tag io n  

o f its m o o d .

T h is  M o d ern  T h o u g h t  ad d resses  itse lf  to  a ll g rad es  

o f in te llig en ce th ro u g h  a h ie ra rch y  o f sp o k esm en . 

T o  th e  acad em ic a ris to cracy  it sp eak s w ith  th e  lan 

g u ag e o f p h ilo so p h y th ro u g h th e m o u th  an d p en  

o f a Jo h n D ew ey teach in g teachers in o u r g rea t 

m etro p o lis,  m y stify in g  th o se  w h o  try  to  u n d ers tan d  

h im , an d p res id in g o v er so v ie tiz in g ag en c ies , o r  

th ro u g h  P ro fesso r W h iteh ead , b ew ild e rin g  h is s tu 

d en ts a t H arv ard w ith Adventures of Ideas, o r  

P ro fesso r A lex an d er v ap o riz in g re lig io n , o r B er

tran d  R u ssell an d  H av elo ck  E llis p u lv e riz in g  m o ra ls  

— a ll o f  th em  en g ag ed  in  th e  u n h o ly  ta sk  o f  h um an 

iz in g  G o d , d iv in iz in g  an d  in  tu rn  an im aliz in g  m an , 

an d  in  so  d o in g  ex tin g u ish in g  th e  v ery  lam p s  w h ich  

sh o u ld  g u id e  m en ’s fee t am id  th e  en c irc lin g  g lo o m .

T o  th e  in te llec tu a l m idd le  c lass M o d ern  T h o u g h t  

sp eak s  th ro u g h  su ch  o rac les as P ro fesso r C h arles  A . 

B eard an d th o se sy m p o sia o f h is ca lled Whither 
Mankind an d Toward Civilization, an d th rou g h  

Jam es H arv ey  R o b in so n  an d  h is Mind in the Mak-
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ing, an d  th e ir co m p an y . T o  th e  p ro le ta ria t, M o d ern  

T h o u g h t ad d resses itse lf th ro u g h  th e sc rib b le rs o f  

su ch  m o n th lie s an d  w eek lie s as th e American Mer
cury an d  th e 'Nation—H . L . M en ck en an d  C o ., o r  

ag a in th ro ug h th e "h is to rica l” fic tio n s o f H . G . 

W ells, H en d rik  v an  L o o n  an d  C o ., w ith  th e ir  "O u t

lin es” o f h is to ry an d "S to rie s” o f m an k in d , o r  

th ro ug h  su ch  scav en g in g  n o v e lis ts  as  S in c la ir  L ew is, 

T h eo d o re  D re iser an d  C o . A n d  th en  it d escen d s to  

th e  in te llec tu a l m u d -b o tto m  o r u n d erw orld , ab o u t 

w h ich  w e  n eed  n o t sp eak  b ecau se  it is u n sp eak ab le ,  

ex cep t to  say th a t th e " in te llig en ts ia” o f M o d ern  

T h o u g h t (th in k  o f  B ertran d  R u ssell an d  H av elo ck  

E llis ) fe rtilizes  it an d  m ain ta in s  it a  d ism al sw am p .

It is n o w  tim e  to  tu rn  to  th e  id ea o f civilization. 
T h e  w o rd  flo w s easily  fro m  th e  lip s an d  p en -tip  o f  

M o d ern  T h o u g h t. B u t y o u  m ay  w an d er th ro ug h  

M o d ern  T h o u g h t ’s w ild e rn ess o f p rin t fo r m an y  a  

d ay  w ith  a  can d le , an d  ev en  th en  fa il to  d isco v er a  

d efin itio n o f th is im p o rtan t id ea su ch  as w ill n o t  

co n fu se it w ith cu ltu re , o r eco n o m ic p ro g ress , o r  

p h ilo so p h y , o r so m eth in g e lse . O n e reason is , 

as I h av e o b se rv ed , th a t M o d ern T h o u g h t sh irk s  

d efin itio n .

A s a su b stitu te fo r d efin itio n , M o d ern  T h o u g h t  

w ill b e sa tisfied w ith  a b lu rred  im p ress io n  o r w ith  

a n eg a tio n , o r it w ill s lo th fu lly lap se in to su ch  

p h rases  as " th a t in d efin ab le  so m eth ing”  w e  ca ll c iv 

iliza tio n , o r in to q u estio n -b eg g in g an d d esc rib e  

c iv iliza tio n as " th at w h ich  m ak es m en c iv ilized .”  

I b eg  y o u r leav e to  su b m it so m e sp ec im en s. O n e  

o f  th e  ex p o n en ts  o f  M o d ern  T h o u g h t, S am  S . W y er, 

(co n su ltin g en g in ee r, C o lu m b u s, O h io) , te lls u s  

th a t c iv iliza tio n  is

a  r e l a t i v e  t e r m  c o v e r i n g  a n  a r t i f i c i a l  v e n e e r  e m b r a c 

i n g  a  c o n d i t i o n  o r  s t a t e  o f  s o c i e t y  b a s e d  o n  l i v i n g  

t o g e t h e r  i n  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n ,
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an d  p ro g ress in  c iv iliza tio n

a  s h i f t  f r o m  c o w e r i n g  f e a r  t o  c o n q u e r i n g  c o u r a g e .

A n o ther ex p o n en t o f M o d ern T h o u g h t, w ith th e  

n am e  o f  C liv e  B ell, w ro te  a  w h o le  b o o k  o n  Civiliza
tion o n ly  to  te ll u s th a t c iv iliza tio n  is

n o t  r e s p e c t  f o r  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s . I t  i s  n o t  t r u t h f u l 

n e s s ,  c l e a n l i n e s s ,  n o r  c h a s t i t y .

A n d  co n tin u in g  m o re  p o sitiv e ly , h e te lls h is read ers  

th a t a c iv ilized  m an  is o n e  w h o  h as "c lean sed  h im 

se lf fro m  tab o o s ,” w h o is "free fro m  p ru d ery , 

.... fa lse  sh am e  an d  a  sen se  o f  s in .” H e  w ill n o t 

n ecessa rily b e a "g o o d ” m an , b u t h e w ill b e  

"u n sh o ck ab le ,” an d if th e re a re en o u g h  o f h im , a  

c iv ilized  ag e w ill b e p ro d u ced ! 1

P ro fesso r Jo h n D ew ey o p en s h is recen t b o o k  

en titled Philosophy and Civilization, b y ask in g  

p o in ted ly , "W h at is c iv iliza tio n ?” , b u t leav es th e  

q u estio n  h an g in g  in  th in  a ir, w h ile h e ta lk s ab o u t 

it as fo llo w s:

T i m e  p a s s e s a n d  a m b i g u i t i e s  a n d  c o m p l e x i t i e s c a n 

n o t  b e  e l i m i n a t e d  b y  d e f i n i t i o n ; w e  c a n  o n l y  c i r 

c u m v e n t  t h e m  b y  b e g g i n g  q u e s t i o n s . 2

F u rth e r o n  h e  co n tin u es:

I t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  s p e c i f i c  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  

p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  i t s  r o l e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .

—  D i s c o v e r  o r  d e f i n e  t h e  r i g h t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  a n d  

u n i q u e  f u n c t i o n  i n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  a n d  y o u  h a v e  d e f i n e d  

p h i l o s o p h y  i t s e l f .

W e m ay co n tin u e read in g to th e 3 3 4 th an d la s t 

p ag e , b u t h is " th o u g h t”  lead s u s n o  fu rth e r.

C . D eslis le B u rn s p lay s w ith th e w o rd in 3 2 4  

p ag es co v ered b y  th e title  Modern Civilization on 

Trial, an d  a fte r  m ak in g  o d io u s  co m p ariso n s  b e tw een

^Civilization (N e w  Y o r k , H a r c o u r t, B r a c e , 1 9 2 8 ) .

2 N e w  Y o r k , M in to n , B a ld i &  C o ., 1 9 3 1 , p . 6. 

-U
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m o d ern an d  m ed iaev a l c iv iliza tio n  h e say s b y  w ay  

o f  d efin ition  o f "m o d ern ”  c iv iliza tio n  th a t

( 1 )  i t s  m o s t  o b v i o u s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i s  a  n e w  t r a n s 

p o r t  s y s t e m  o f  m o t o r - c a r s  a n d  a i r p l a n e s ;

( 2 )  a n o t h e r  i s  t h e  r a p i d  m e c h a n i z a t i o n  o f  p r o d u c 

t i o n  a n d  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  o f  t a s t e s , a n d

( 3 )  s t i l l  a n o t h e r ,  t h e  n e w  m e t h o d s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  

g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  e x p r e s s  a  c h a n g e  o f  a t t i t u d e  

t o w a r d s  l i f e  a n d  t h e  w o r l d . 1

A s o n e w o u ld ex p ec t, P ro fesso r C h arles A . B eard  

w ed s it to  th e m ach in e an d  tak es c iv iliza tio n  to  b e

t h a t  w h i c h  m a k e s  t h e  f u l l e s t  p o s s i b l e  u s e  o f  h u m a n  

i n g e n u i t y  . . . .  i n  o r d e r  t o  t r a n s f o r m  m a t t e r  f o r  

t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  m a n k i n d , e t c .

A n d  I m ig h t g o  o n  w eary in g  y o u  in  an  a ttem p t to  

fin d am id  th e flo u n d erin g s o f M o d ern  T h o u g h t a  

co n cep t o f c iv iliza tio n w h ich  le ft y o u r m in d s in  

p o ssess io n  o f  a c lea r id ea  w ith  a  h ead  an d  ta il to  it, 

an d  w h ich  w as m o re  th an  a fo g g y  im press io n .

Y et fo r a ll th a t, th o u g h M o d ern T h o u g h t can  

o n ly  m u m b le  an d  g ib b er ab o u t c iv iliza tio n , s till th e  

im p licatio ns an d assu m p tio ns w h ich it asso c ia tes  

w ith  th e  id ea  a re  su ffic ien tly  c lear. C iv iliza tio n , to  

its w ay  o f th in k in g , is a  co n d itio n  o f m ate ria l p o s

sess io n s w h ich  fav o rs a  m ate ria l "h igh  s tan d ard ”  o f  

liv in g , m in is te rs u n to co m fo rt an d p leasu re an d  

su p p lie s a ll th e  in s tru m en ts th e reu n to . T h e  "c iv i

liza tio n ”  o f M o d ern  T h o u g h t is essen tia lly  an  eco 

n o m ic  p ro d u c t d ev e lo p ed  b y  m ech an ica l sc ien ce , as  

C h arles  B eard  w ill em p h a tica lly  te ll y o u , an d  as th e  

tam e  w o rsh ip p ers o f  p rin t h av e  g ro w n  accu sto m ed  

to  b e liev e .

A n d  n o w , m y  g o o d  F rien d s , I  su b m it th a t su ch  a  

n o tio n  o f  c iv iliza tio n  is a lien  to  its  tru e  sen se . H is 

to ry  is o n e  lo n g  re fu ta tio n  o f it, an d h u n d red s o f  

m illio n s o f in te llig en t m en , a lso  m o d ern , rep u d ia te  

1 N c ir  Y o r k , M a c m illa n , 1 9 3 1 .
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it, s till re ta in  th e  g en u in e  m ean in g  o f  th e  w o rd , an d  

a re  in  p o ssess io n  o f  th e  o n ly  m ean s th a t w ill p rese rv e 

its rea lities ag a in s t th e d estru c tiv e th o u g h tle ssn ess  

o f M o d ern  T h o u g h t.

C iv iliza tio n  is an  id ea  as  o ld  as  m an . In  fac t, it is  

a  n a tu ra l ten d en cy  o f  h is so c ia l n a tu re . T o  g o  n o  

fu rth e r b ack in to h is to ry th an th e p eo p le w h o  

co in ed  o u r te rm , th e  R o m an s  u sed  th e  w o rd  "civi
tas” o n ly  to  d esig n a te  a union of citizens, a state, o r  

a co m m u n ity w h o se life w as o rg an ized according 

to a code of law and order. A n d  th en  th ey  ca lled  

each  m em b er  o f  th a t co m m u n ity  a "civis,” o r c iti

zen , i.e., o n e ab id in g  b y  law  as o p p o sed to  a b ar

b arian  o r a sav ag e , w h o  w as co n ceiv ed  to  liv e in a  

s ta te o f so c ia l d iso rd e r o r so c ia l irre sp o n sib ility .

R eta in in g th e k ern e l id ea o f " law  an d o rd er,”  

th o se  sam e  R o m an s  d eriv ed  fro m  "c iv ita s”  th e  w o rd  

"civilitas” to  ex p ress  th e reb y  th e  rights of a citizen, 
an d co n seq u en tly a co n d itio n o f so c ie ty w h ich  

m ain ta in ed  a  b a lan ce b e tw een th e  rig h ts an d  lib er

tie s  o f  each  in d iv id u al an d  th e  rig h ts  an d  lib e rtie s  o f  

o th ers , th e  re su lt o f  w h ich  co n d itio n  w o u ld  b e  good 

order, social stability and peace, law-abidingness.
In  p ro o f o f w h at I am  s ta tin g , tu rn  w ith  m e to  

so m e ea rly s ix th cen tu ry d o cu m en ts w h ich a re  

n o th in g  le ss th an  th e  le tte rs  o f  th e  fam o us  C h ris tian  

s ta te sm an  an d  sch o la r, C assio d oru s , th e m in iste r o f  

fo u r  so v ere ig n s , th e  m an  w h o se  s in g le  life  m o re  th an  

an y  o th e r w as in co n tac t w ith  b o th th e A n cien t 

W o rld an d th e M o d ern . B o th a R o m an an d a  

C h ris tian , C assio d o ru s p erso n ifie s  th e  fu s io n  o f  c las

s ic  an d  C h ris tian  cu ltu res  an d  is an  au th en tic  in te r

p re te r  o f th e ir lang u ag e . U p  an d  d o w n  th e o ffic ia l 

co rresp o n d en ce w h ich  h e d rew  u p an d p reserv ed  

fo r th e in s tru c tion  o f fu tu re  g en eratio n s  o f s ta te s

m en , th e  w o rd  "civilitas” co m es in to  co n stan t u se . 

A g ain  I  b eg  y o u r  in d u lg en ce  to  q u o te  so m e  re lev an t 
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p arts  o f  th is  co rresp o n d en ce  an d  leav e  y o u  to  ju d g e  

fo r  y o u rse lv es w h at m en  u n d ers to o d  b y  c iv iliza tio n  

a t th a t ea rly  p erio d  o f  h is to ry . A d d ress in g  h im se lf  

to a ll th e Jew s o f G en o a , K in g T h eo d o ric th u s  

ad m o n ish ed  th em :

T h e  t r u e  m a r k  o f  " c i v i l i t a s ”  i s t h e  o b s e r v a n c e  o f  

l a w . I t  i s  t h a t  w h i c h  m a k e s  l i f e  i n  c o m m u n i t i e s  p o s 

s i b l e ,  a n d  s e p a r a t e s  m a n  f r o m  t h e  b r u t e s . W e ,  t h e r e 

f o r e , g l a d l y  a c c e d e d  t o  y o u r  r e q u e s t  t h a t  a l l t h e  

p r i v i l e g e s  w h i c h  t h e  f o r e s i g h t  o f  a n t i q u i t y  c o n f e r r e d  

u p o n  t h e  Je w i s h  c u s t o m s  s h a l l  b e  r e n e w e d  t o  y o u ,  f o r  

i n  t r u t h , i t  i s  o u r  g r e a t  d e s i r e  t h a t  t h e  l a w s  o f  t h e  

a n c i e n t s  s h a l l  b e  k e p t  i n  f o r c e  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  r e v e r 

e n c e  d u e  t o  u s . E v e r y t h i n g  w h i c h  h a s b e e n  f o u n d  

t o  c o n d u c e  t o  civilitas s h o u l d  b e  h e l d  f a s t  w i t h  

e n d u r i n g  d e v o t i o n . 1

W riting  to  th e  Jew s  o f  M ilan , th e  sam e  ru le r assu res  

th em  th a t th e b en efits o f civilitas an d  ju stice sh a ll 

n o t b e  d en ied  to  th em , an d  co n tin u es  :

y o u  o n  y o u r  p a r t  a t t e m p t  n o t h i n g  incivile a g a i n s t  

t h e  r i g h t s  o f  s a i d  C h u r c h . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

In an o th e r co m m u n ication th e sam e so v ereig n  

ex h o rts h is  k in sm an ,  T h eo d aha t, to  o b se rve  civilitas:

A  h i g h - b o r n  m a n  s h o u l d  e v e r  a c t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  w e l l -  

o r d e r e d  civilitas. A n y  n e g l e c t  o f  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  b r i n g s  

u p o n  h i m  o d i u m ,  e t c . 3

In an o th e r d o cu m en t K in g A th a la ric ad d resses 

th e C o u n t o f S y racu se , ch arg in g o p p ress iv e ac ts  

ag a in s t h im , an d say s to  h im  in  p art:

L e t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  l a w s  b e  p r e s e r v e d  i n t a c t  t o  

t h e  r e g u l a r  j u d g e s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T h e  t r u e  p r a i s e  o f  t h e

G o t h s  i s  civilitas, iæ., l a w - a b i d i n g n e s s . T h e  m o r e  

s e l d o m  t h e  l i t i g a n t  i s  s e e n  i n  y o u r  p r e s e n c e  t h e  g r e a t e r  

i s  y o u r  r e n o w n . D o  y o u  d e f e n d  t h e  S t a t e  w i t h  y o u r  

a r m s ; l e t  t h e  R o m a n s  p l e a d  b e f o r e  t h e i r  o w n  l a w -  

c o u r t s  i n  p e a c e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

1 V ïr ix , I V ., 3 3 . C /. H o d g k in  (The Letters of Castiodoras, L o n d o n , 1 8 8 6 ) .

2IM., V ., 3 7 .

*Ibid., I V ., 3 9 .

*IM., I X , 1 4 .
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I n eed  q u o te n o  fu rth e r fro m  th e  o ffic ia l d o cu 

m en ts  o f  C assio d oru s . B u t w h en  w e  p ass fro m  th ese  

to  th o se le ft u s b y  la te r m ediaeva l w rite rs , w e fin d  

th a t th ey  s till u se  th e  sam e  w o rd , ex ten d  its u se  an d  

ad d  secon d ary  k in d red  m ean in g s su ch  as th a t o f a  

"m o n e ta ry  fin e” im po sed  o n  law -b reak ers, o r th a t 

o f a  "c iv il case”  as o p p o sed  to  a  c rim in a l o n e . Y et 

th ey  n ev er  d ep art fro m  th e  co re  id ea  o f  social order 

w h ich  th e  ex p ressio n  s till re ta in s .1

W e leap th e cen tu rie s an d co m e to th e e ig h t

een th , d ark en ed  as it w as  b y  a  v ic io u s  rev o lt ag a in st 

G o d , ag a ins t reaso n an d ag a in s t trad itio n . In its  

m id st a ro se  th e  a rch -cy n ic , C h ris t-h a ter an d  w o rd 

ju g g le r w h o ca lled h im se lf V o lta ire . A n d  it w as  

th is  m an, it seem s, w h o  firs t g av e th e  w o rd  "c iv ili

za tio n ”  its  n ew  ex te rn a l fo rm  an d , a t th e  sam e  tim e , 

so tw is ted its m ean in g as to ex c lu d e fro m  it th e  

su g g estio n o f an y m o ral an d C h ris tian p rin c ip le , 

an d to in c lu d e n o th in g h ig h er th an in te llec tu a l 

c leve rn ess , re sp ec tab ility  an d  p o lish ed  m an n ers, i.e., 

ju s t th a t a rtific ia l an d  lo cal ty p e  o f cu ltu re  w h ich  

w as to b e seen in th e fa sh io n ab le "sa lo n s” an d  

so -called  "p h ilo so p h ica l”  c irc le s o f  P aris in  th e  tim e  

o f V o lta ire . In th is n ew  an d p erv e rted m ean in g  

c iv iliza tio n w as m ad e p o p u lar an d fa sh io n ab le b y  

V o lta ire ’s d ev o tee , E d w ard  G ib b o n , an d  h is h o st o f  

u n th in k in g  fo llo w ers.

T h e n in e teen th  cen tu ry  b ro u g h t th e h ey d ay  o f  

th e m ech an is t, th e n a tu ra lis t an d th e m ate ria lis t. 

H e, to o , to o k  u p  th e b lessed w o rd , s tu ffed  it w ith  

h eav y  m atte r in  k eep in g  w ith  h is  m o o d , an d  tw isted  

it ag a in  to  s ig n ify  a co n d itio n  o f  ea rth ly  w ell-b e in g  

o f w h ich w ealth , co m fort an d ev ery in s tru m en t 

th a t m inis te red th e reu n to , w ere th e essen tia l ch ar

ac te ris tic s . In  th e  assau lt w h ich  m ate ria lism  m ad e

^ C h a r te r  o f L o u is V L , K in g  o f F r a n c e , a n . 1 1 2 0 . Cf. Galli* Christiana, 

v o l. V n L , c o l. 5 2 1 .  
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u p o n  th e  h o n o rab le id ea , it q u ite lo s t s ig h t o f th o se  

h ig h er in g red ien ts w h ich  a lo n e co u ld b in d  so c iety  

to g e th e r in th e h arm o n y o f rig h ts m u tua lly  

re sp ected an d o b lig a tio n s fa ith fu lly fu lfilled ; in  

o th e r w o rd s , th e m ate ria lis t fra tern ity sh u t th e ir  

ey es to  th e  h is to ric  rea lities o f c iv iliza tio n .

T h e  la tes t tw en tie th -cen tu ry  a rriv a l is th e se lf-  

s ty led  M o d ern  T h o u g h t, so m e o f w h o se ex p o n en ts  

I h av e a lread y m en tio n ed . W ith ch arac te ris tic  

in te llec tu a l in e rtia , th is  m o d ern  m o o d  d id  n o t th in k  

to  lo o k  b ey o n d its n o se an d sp ec tac les to  see w h at 

o th e r th o u g h t th e re m ig h t b e ab o u t th e m atte r o f  

c iv iliza tio n . Q u ite  u n critica lly , it  s lav ish ly  accep ted  

w h at w as a lread y  in  th e p rin t it read , an d  m erely  

co n tin u ed  to  rep rin t it, o n ly  w ith  h eav ie r in k . It  

ig n o ran tly  b eg g ed  th e q u estio n  o f u n iv e rsa lity  an d  

p resu p p o sed th a t its v o ta rie s (o r ra th e r v ic tim s)  

a re  th e  m ass  o f  m ank in d  an d  th a t th o se  w h o  a re  n o t 

a re  o n ly  a n eg lig ib le  ex cep tio n .

N eed less to  say , th is is n o t th e  case . M o st liv in g  

m en  d o  n o t sh ap e th e ir h ead s o r fiv es acco rd in g  to  

th e  d ic ta te s  o f  M o d ern  T h o u g h t. N o  tru e  C ath o lic  

d o es , an d  th e re a re m o re th an  th ree h u n d red m il

lio n s o f th em  in  th e  w o rld , an d  m o re  th an  tw en ty  

m illio n s in  th is co u n try  a lo n e . T h e  g rea te r  p art o f  

rea lly  cu ltiv a ted  m en  o u ts id e th e  C ath o lic  C h u rch  

fro w n  a t it, w h ile  th e  av erag e  m an , w h o  g o es  p eace 

fu lly ab o u t h is d a ily w o rk an d lead s a n o rm ally  

h o n est life , ig n o res it. T h e  v ast m ajo rity  o f m en , 

if th ey  d o n o t ex p lic itly th in k ab o u t c iv iliza tio n ,  

g o  o n  liv in g  o n  th e  rea litie s  o f  it, co n trib u tin g  th e ir  

sh a re  to  its m ain ten ance b y  th e lo y a l p erfo rm an ce  

o f th e ir d u tie s to w ard s G o d , th em se lv es an d th e ir  

fe llow -m en . W ere  su ch  n o t th e  case , sav agery  an d  

b arb a rism  w o u ld b e o u r p o rtio n . Y et w e can n o t 

h o n estly  fla tte r  o u rse lv es in to  b e liev in g  th a t th e re  is  

n o n e  o f  it in  o ur  m id st, th an k s  to  M o d ern  T h o u g h t.
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A s a la st co n sid e ra tio n , p erm it m e to  p o in t o u t 

w h o a re th e h is to ric p rese rv e rs b o th o f th e tru e  

m ean in g an d  o f th e rea litie s o f th e c iv iliza tio n  o f  

w h ich  w e  a ll a re  th e  ac tu a l b en efic ia rie s. S in ce  c iv 

iliza tio n  is th e re ig n  o f so c ia l law  issu in g  in  so c ia l 

s tab ility  an d  in  th e  secu rity  o f  life , lim b  an d  p ro p 

e rty , an d  a  s tab le  re la tio n  o f  m u tua l co n fid en ce  an d  

tru st b e tw een  m an  an d  m an , it is  q u ite  o b v io u s th a t 

su ch  s tab ility  m u st re s t u p o n  an  ethical b asis, th a t 

is to  say , u p o n  th e  v irtues o f h o n esty , tru th fu ln ess , 

g o o d -w ill, re sp ec t fo r  th e  rig h ts  an d  fee lin g s  o f  o th 

e rs , se lf-re stra in t an d  su b m issio n  to  ju s t law . It is  

o b v io u s , to o , an d h is to ry co n firm s it a th o u san d  

tim es, th a t th ese v irtues can h av e n o s tab ility o r  

b in d in g  p o w er in  so c ie ty  so  lo n g  as th ey  re s t o n ly  

o n th e q u ick san d o f m ere ex te rn a l p ro p rie ty  an d  

ex p ed ien cy . N o , m y g o o d F riend s , th e v irtu es  

w h ich  m ak e u p  a c iv iliza tio n req u ire a  m o re so lid  

fo u n d a tio n  th an  m ere co n v en ien ce an d  se lf-in te r

est, an d  th is  b ed -rock  o f  c iv iliza tio n  can  o n ly  b e  th e  

moral law accep ted as an  imperative duty— as th e  

W ill flo w in g fro m  th e N atu re o f a D iv in e L aw 

g iv e r.

W h en  w e  p ro ceed  to  en q u ire  w h ere  in  h is to ry  h as  

c iv iliza tio n ,  co rrectly  u n d ers to o d ,  ex h ib ited  its  m o st 

so lid an d en d u ring rea lity , an d w h at ag en cy h as  

m o st co n trib u ted  to  sh ap e an d  m ain ta in th e so c ia l 

b o n d s w h ich , d esp ite  th e  ac tio n  o f so  m an y  su b v er

s iv e fo rces , s till k eep  so c ie tie s  to g e th e r u p o n  a re la 

tiv e ly  h ig h  p lan e  o f  d ig n ity ,  I  sh a ll re fe r th e  an sw er  

to an y fa ir-m in d ed  h is to rian . O f h im  w e ask : 

W h en  c lass ic  h ea th en ism  san k  to  th e  b o tto m , w h at 

in s titu tio n to o k th e d ecad en t c iv iliza tio n o f th e  

R o m an s an d , w ith a tru e u n d ers tan d in g o f its  

n a tu re , p u rified th e p ag an c ru d itie s o u t o f it an d  

re scu ed m en fro m its c ru sh in g w eigh t?— W h at  

in s titu tio n h as p reach ed th e n a tu ra l eq u a lity an d  
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d ig n ity  o f  m en  an d  s to o d  u p  in  d efen se  o f  s lav e  an d  

free -m an a lik e?— W h at in s titu tio n h as d e liv e red  

w o m an fro m  th e th ra ld o m  o f th e R o m an p a te r

fam ilias an d ca lled in te rferen ce  w ith  a ch ild ’s life , 

b efo re , as w ell as a fte r, b irth , fo u l m u rd er?— W h at 

in s titu tio n  h as so em p h a tica lly p reach ed  an d  san c 

tio n ed  o b ed ien ce  to  ju s t law , an d  so  fea rle ss ly  tau g h t  

ru lers to re sp ec t th e rig h ts o f th e ir su b jec ts?—  

W h at in s titu tio n  h as tam ed  th e  b arb a rian  o f E u ro 

p ean  h is to ry  an d tau g h t h im  h o w  to  liv e in  so c ia l 

p eace , an d taug h t h im  th e a rts o f p eace?— W h at 

in stitu tio n  h as so  ea rn estly  tak en  th e  ills o f so c iety  

to  h eart an d  p ro v id ed  fo r  th e  p o o r, th e  o rp h an , th e  

s ick , th e  d e lin q u en t an d  th e in san e , ev er so lic ito u s  

to  rem o v e  fro m  th e  so c ia l b o d y  an y  d iseased  e lem en t 

th a t ten d ed to d is tu rb its s tab ility o r its c iv iliza

tio n ?— W h at in s titu tio n  h as  so  co n sisten tly , so  co n 

s tan tly  an d  so tren ch an tly d efin ed th e rig h ts an d  

th e o b lig a tio n s o f em p lo y er an d em p lo y ed , th e  

rig h ts  an d  d u ties o f  h u sb an d an d  w ife , an d  fo u g h t, 

an d  s till fig h ts s in g le -h an ded , fo r th e in teg rity  o f  

th e fam ily , in  o rd er th a t so c ia l h arm o n y  m ig h t b e  

p rese rv ed ?

T h e h is to rian  k n o w s th e an sw er, an d w e k n o w  

th e  an sw er. W h en  P o p e  P iu s E X  in d ig n an tly  co n 

d em n ed th e e ig h tie th p ro p o sitio n in h is fam o u s  

"S y llab u s ” to  th e e ffec t th a t th e  C ath o lic C h u rch  

sh o u ld su b sc rib e to th e "c iv ilizatio n ” o f M o d ern  

T h o u g h t, h e co n sid e red th e a ttem p t o f M o d ern  

T h o u g h t to  d ic ta te  to  it a  n ew  an d  s tran g e  m ean in g  

o f th a t w o rd , sh ee r im p u d en ce . In  th e  d o cu m en t, 

Jamdudum cernimus, w h ich ex p la in s h is rep u d ia 

tio n o f th e in trud er, P iu s IX  w ell ex p la in ed th e  

d iffe ren ce  b e tw een th e c iv iliza tio n  o f h is to ry  an d  

th a t o f  M o d ern  T h o u g h t. A n d  so  likew ise  d id  P o p e  

L eo X H I in tw o o th e r im m o rta l d o cu m en ts , th e  

Inscrutabili (1 8 7 8 ) an d  th e  Immortale Dei (1 8 8 5 ),
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ch a llen g e  its im p ertin en ce an d  rem in d  m en  o f th e  

in s titu tio n th a t p reserv ed c iv iliza tio n in its tru e  

m ean in g  an d  its rea litie s.

C iv iliza tio n is a h o u seh o ld w o rd o f C ath o lic  

C h ris tian ity . F o r m an y  cen tu ries  h as th e  C atho lic  

C h u rch  h ad  c iv ilizatio n  in  its  k eep in g , an d  it sh o u ld  

k n o w  its m ean in g . T h e g rea t rep resen ta tiv es o f  

C h ris t ’s C h ris tian ity  a re  p erfec tly  a t h o m e  w ith  th e  

te rm  w h en , w arn in g  th e  w o rld  o f  th e  ev ils a ffectin g  

m o d ern so c iety , th ey d ec la re in th e w o rd s o f L eo  

X III:

I t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  a n d  e v i d e n t ,  t h a t  t h e  v e r y  n o t i o n  

o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i s  a  f i c t i o n  o f  t h e  b r a i n ,  i f  i t  r e s t  n o t  

o n  t h e  a b i d i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t r u t h  a n d  t h e  u n c h a n g 

i n g  l a w s  o f  v i r t u e  a n d  j u s t i c e ,  a n d  i f  u n f e i g n e d  l o v e  

k n i t  n o t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  w i l l s  o f  m e n  a n d  g e n t l y  c o n 

t r o l  t h e  i n t e r c h a n g e  a n d  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e i r  m u t u a l  

s e r v i c e . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

U n d o u b t e d l y  t h a t c a n n o t b e  b y  a n y  m e a n s  

a c c o u n t e d  t h e  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  c i v i l i z e d  l i f e  w h i c h  s e t s  

a l l  l e g i t i m a t e  a u t h o r i t y  a t  d e f i a n c e ; n o r  c a n  t h a t  b e  

r e g a r d e d  a s l i b e r t y  w h i c h , s h a m e f u l l y  a n d  b y  t h e  

v i l e s t  m e a n s s p r e a d i n g  f a l s e  p r i n c i p l e s , a n d  f r e e l y  

i n d u l g i n g  t h e  s e n s u a l  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  l u s t f u l  d e s i r e s ,  

c l a i m s  i m p u n i t y  f o r  a l l  c r i m e  a n d  m i s d e m e a n o r , a n d  

t h w a r t s  t h e  g o o d l y  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  w o r t h i e s t  c i t i 

z e n s  o f  w h a t e v e r  c l a s s . 1

A s  lo n g  ag o  as 1 8 6 5 , M o n sig n o r D u p an lo u p , B ish o p  

o f O rleans , v in d ica ting  th e S y llab u s o f P iu s IX  in  

a fam o u s  p am p h let, ch id ed  th e  in so len ce  o f  M o dern  

T h o u g h t an d  its  a ttem p t to  co rru p t th e  w o rd  c iv i

liza tio n  in  th ese  te rm s:

Y o u  s p e a k  t o  u s  o f  p r o g r e s s ,  l i b e r a l i s m  a n d  c i v i l i z a 

t i o n , j u s t  a s  i f  w e  w e r e  s a v a g e s , a n d  d i d  n o t  k n o w  

t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  w o r d s . B u t  t h e s e  g r a n d  w o r d s ,  

w h i c h  y o u  t a k e  o u t  o f  t h e i r  p r o p e r  s e n s e , i t  i s  w e  

w h o  t a u g h t  t h e m  t o  y o u , a n d  h a v e  g i v e n  y o u  t h e  

r e a l  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e m  a n d  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t .

1  E n c y c lic a l Inscrutabili, A p r il 2 1 , 1 8 7 8 .

■
■

I
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E v e r y  o n e  o f  t h e s e  w o r d s  h a s  a n d  w i l l  h a v e ,  f o r e v e r ,  

a  t h o r o u g h l y  C h r i s t i a n  s i g n i f i c a t i o n ; a n d  o n  t h e  d a y  

w h e n  t h a t  s e n s e  p e r i s h e s  a l l  s i n c e r e  l i b e r a l i s m ,  a l l  r e a l  

c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  w i l l  p e r i s h  a l s o . 1

A ll th is is ap p rec ia ted b y  m o d ern th o u g h t th a t 

is tru ly  th o u g h tfu l. P ro fesso r Irv in g B ab b itt is  

w ell k n o w n  to  th o u g h tfu l read ers, an d , u n en lig h t

en ed as h e is in ce rta in m atte rs, is n ev erth e less  

en lig h ten ed en o u g h to p illo ry sp u rio u s M o d ern  

T h o u g h t an d  its p o o r co n trib u tio n  to  c iv iliza tio n ,  

w h en  h e  d ec la res in  h is Democracy and Leadership 

th a t

u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  a l r e a d y  i n  s i g h t ,  t h e  

C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  m a y  p e r h a p s  b e  t h e  o n l y  i n s t i t u t i o n  

l e f t  i n  t h e  O c c i d e n t  t h a t  c a n  b e  c o u n t e d  u p o n  t o  

uphold civilized standards.2 ( I t a l i c s  o u r s )

W e  can  rem o v e th e  cau tio u s "p erh ap s” fro m  P ro 

fe sso r B ab b itt ’s d ec la ra tio n  an d  say in  th e lig h t o f  

h is to ry  an d  p resen t fac ts, th a t th e  C ath o lic  C h u rch  

is th e  o n ly  in s titu tio n  th a t is ab le  to  u p h o ld  c iv ilized  

s tan d ard s b ecau se it k n o w s w h at c iv iliza tio n  essen 

tia lly  is an d  h as b een  " its  n u rse , its  m istress , an d  its  

m o th er.”

lrrLa convention du li septembre et l’Encyclique du 8 décembre 1864.”
J a n . 26, 1 8 6 1 .

•N e v  Y o r k , H o u g h to n , M iiB in , 1 9 2 4 .

R E A D I N G S

E r n e st H u ll, S .J ., Civilization and Culture (L o n d o n , S a n d s , 1 9 1 6 ) . T h e  

b e s t a n a ly s is o n  b o th  o f th e s e  id e a s .

G o d fr e y  K u r th , Les Origines de la Civil ivttion Moderne, V o l. I ., I n tr o d u c 

t io n  (B r u s s e ls , D e w it , 1 9 2 1 ) .

B a r o n D e s c a m p s , Le Génie des Religions, I n tr o d u c t io n (B r u ss e ls , D e w it , 

1 9 3 0 ) .

V o n  D u n in -B o r k o w s k i, S .J ., " Z iv il iz a t io n  u n d  K u ltu r ,”  in  Stimmen der Zeit, 
N o v e m b e r , 1 9 3 0 .

C h r is to p h e r  D a w s o n , Enquiries Into Religion and Culture, p p . 9 1 ; 1 1 6 , S.

(N e w  Y o r k , S n e e d  8 c W a r d , 1 9 3 3 ) .

" M a n  a n d  C iv il iz a t io n ”  in  The Listener, L o n d o n , A u g u s t , 1 9 3 3 .

The Modem Dilemma (N e w  Y o r k , S h e e d  8 c W a r d , 1 9 3 3 ).

B e r n a r d  I . B e ll , " R e lig io n a n d  C iv il iz a t io n ”  in  Atlantic Monthly, M a r c h , 

1 9 2 6 .



Second Conference

M O D E R N  T H O U G H T ’S C O N C E P T IO N  

O F C U L T U R E *

M y  d ear F rien d s:

In  la s t S u n d ay ’s  C o n fe rence  w e  m ad e  an  a ttem p t 

to  c lea r aw ay  th e  sm o k y  co n fu sio n  w h ich  th e  ja r

g o n  o f  M o d ern  T h o u g h t h as  cast a ro u n d  th e  id ea  o f  

C iv ilizatio n . T h ro w in g  u p o n  th a t id ea  th e  lig h t o f  

its  h is to rica l o rig in s an d  o f  its  rea litie s, as w ell as th e  

th o u g h t o f th a t lo n g -liv ed in s titu tio n w h ich h as  

b een  its fa ith fu l n u rse an d fo s te r-m o th e r, w e saw  

C iv iliza tio n  to  b e n o t th e fo o l ’s p arad ise  o f w ealth  

an d  m ate ria l co m fort, b u t a co n d itio n o f so c ie ty  

s tab ilized b y  th e o b se rv an ce o f a co d e o f ju s tice , 

tru th  an d  h o n esty , an d  en ab lin g  m en to  ca rry  o u t 

th e p u rp o se o f th e ir ea rth ly life in secu rity an d  

p eace.

T o -d ay  w e  re tu rn  in  o rd er to  d iscu ss th e  id ea o f  

Culture, an d  to  s triv e to  re scu e an o th e r h o n o rab le  

w o rd  fro m  th e  in te llec tu a l b an d itry  o f  th e  M o d ern  

M in d . I m ay  b eg in  b y  p o in tin g  o u t th a t th e  te rm  

in  q u estio n is o n e o f th o se v erb a l sy m b ols w h ich  

ca rries w ith it th e m ag ic p o w er o f su g g estin g  th e  

ch arac te r an d  q u a lity  o f a w h o le  g en era tio n  o r  h is

to rica l p erio d . T h u s  th e  s ix teen th  cen tu ry  su m m ed  

u p  its  u p p erm o st d esires an d  asp ira tio n s, o r a t least 

th e asp ira tio n s o f th o se w h o  sp o k e lo u d est, in th e  

w o rd "R efo rm .” T h e e ig h teen th  cen tu ry  s tru ck  

o ff its id eals an d illu sio n s in th e w o rd "R easo n ,”  

su ch  as  it w as  u n d ers to o d , to  w h ich  m en  p a id  d iv in e  

h o n o rs , an d b efo re w h ich  th e F ren ch  R ev o lu tio n  

m ad e its p ro stra tio n s . T h e n in e teen th cen tu ry  

h itch ed its re s tle ss an d u n sa tis fied lo n g in g s to th e  

w o rd  "P ro gress” (o f w h ich  w e sh a ll h av e m o re to  

say in  o u r c lo s in g C o n fe ren ce ), an d to th e w o rd

*  D e liv e r e d  S u n d a y , N o v e m b e r 1 2 , 1 5 3 3 .
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"L ib e rty”— w o rd s w h o se tru th  p assed  th ro u g h  th e  

s tran g e  v ic iss itu d es  o f  b e in g  d en ied  b y  p h ilo so p h ers ,  

w h ile it w as acc la im ed  b y  p o litic ian s , d efen d ed  b y  

th e  p ress , an d  g lo rified in  a th o u san d  fo rm s b y  th e  

a rtist. F in ally , w e p au se a t th is a lread y w ell 

ad v an ced  s tag e  o f th e  tw en tie th  cen tu ry  an d  s tan d  

p erp lex ed  to  fin d th e one w o rd  w h ich  w o u ld  b est 

h it o ff in a few  sy llab les th e co m p lex ity  o f sen ti

m en ts  an d  d iv e rse  p reo ccu p a tio n s  th a t k eep  so  m an y  

m o d ern  m in d s in co n c lu siv e ly  astir .

It is u n q u estio n ab le , h o w ev er, th a t th e w o rd  

Culture is o n e  w h ich  fin d s  a  re sp o n siv e  echo  in  m o st 

m in d s, an d is ce rta in ly th e tag w h ich M o d ern  

T h o u g h t th o u g h tle ssly p in s o n m o st th ing s it 

to u ch es . M en  lo v e  an d  seek  cu ltu re ; th ey  lab o r to  

sp read  cu ltu re ; th ey  a re co n stan tly fo u n d in g  cen 

tre s fo r th e ex p an sio n an d e lev a tio n o f cu ltu re . 

F req u en tly  en ou g h  cu ltu re  is p o in ted  o u t to  b e th e  

lo ftie s t asp ira tio n  o f  h u m an  lo n g in g  an d  th e  fo u n 

ta in o f a ll g o o d , b o th fo r in d iv id u a ls an d fo r  

n a tio n s . N eith e r p o litic s n o r so c io lo g y  n o r m o ra l

ity  n o r  re lig io n , w e a re  to ld , can  o p era te , m u ch  le ss 

p ro g ress, ex cep t u n d er  th e  h ig h  p a tro n ag e  o f M o d 

e rn  C u ltu re .

O u r  o rac les o f  p rin t ta lk  o f  in fe rio r an d  su p erio r  

cu ltu res , o f O rien ta l an d O ccid en ta l cu ltu res , o f  

C h ris tian an d n o n -C h ris tian cu ltu res , o f G reek -  

L atin  cu ltu res , o f m ed iaev a l an d m o d ern cu ltu res , 

o f ris ing  an d  d ec lin in g  cu ltu res , o f s ta tio n a ry  an d  

p ro g ressiv e cu ltu res— ev en o f cu ltu res o f sav ag e  

an d  cu ltu res  o f  c iv ilized  p eo p les . A n d  in  th ese  d iv i

s io n s an d c lass ifica tio n s o f cu ltu re th e d iffe ren ces  

a re o ften so m an y , an d ap p aren tly so p ro fo u n d ,  

th a t it seem s w ell-n ig h  im po ssib le  to  fin d  o n e  co m 

m o n  e lem en t th a t co u ld  se rv e  as a  b asis fo r a  d efin i

tio n  su ch as w o u ld fit a ll cu ltu res . A n d y e t, it 

w o u ld seem  th a t an id ea so u n iv e rsa l in sco p e, so  
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rich  in  g o o d  fo r  m an , sh o u ld  b e  w ith in  th e  reach  o f  

ev ery in te llig en ce an d  ca rry  o n  its v ery  face su ch  

fea tu res as w o u ld m ake it easily reco g n ized an d  

u n d ersto o d  b y  ev ery o n e , w ith o u t risk  o f d ecep tio n  

o r co n fu sio n .

A las , g o o d  F rien d s, h o w  fa r d iffe ren t is th e  tru th  

o f th e m atte r! F o r, th e m o m en t w e a ttem p t to  

fo rm  an  ex ac t n o tio n  o f  cu ltu re  in  th e  lig h t— o r  th e  

d ark n ess— o f w h at M o d ern T h o u g h t h as to say  

ab o u t it, w e  s tan d  co n fro n ted  b y  a p ro d ig io u s ta sk . 

W e  fin d  o u rse lv es h o ld in g  in  o u r h an d s  a  h o p e lessly  

en tan g led  m esh  in  w h ich  so  m an y  d iv e rse  s tran d s  o f  

th eo ry  an d  o p in io n  in te rlace , in te rtw is t an d  c riss

c ro ss in  a th o u san d  d irectio n s, th a t o n e  m u st n eed s  

p o ssess a  s tren g th  o f  m in d  tru ly  h ero ic  to  b e  ab le  to  

h o ld  h is w its fro m  ree lin g  an d  fro m  d esp air.

I rea lly w ish to b e ju s t an d fa ir to M o d ern  

T h o u g h t. I  h av e  n o  m in d  to  accu se  it o f an y th in g  

it h as  n o t sa id . I , th e re fo re , b eg  th a t y o u  cease lis

ten in g  to  m e fo r a m o m en t an d  len d y o u r ea rs to  

M o d ern  T h o u g h t as it p resen ts its v iew  o f cu ltu re  

in its o w n  w o rd s . T h e ex p o n en t n o w  sp eak in g is  

H arv ey  N . D av is , w h o  se ts fo rth  h is n o tio n s in  th e  

X V  ch ap te r  o f  P ro fesso r B eard ’s sy m p o siu m , w h ere  

h e  say s:

S p i r i t  a n d  c u l t u r e  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e f i n e . T h e  

s p i r i t  . . . .  o f  a  m a n  i s a n  intangible something 

t h a t  s p u r s  h i m  o n  t o  e a g e r  a c t i v i t y  . . . .  i t  i s  that  

something t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t h e  s e l f - r e l i a n t  l e a d e r  

f r o m  t h e  p l o d d i n g  f o l l o w e r . . . . . . . . . . . ( I t a l i c s  o u r s )

C u l t u r e  i s  t h a t  w h i c h  m a k e s  a  m a n  f e e l  u n e m b a r 

r a s s e d  a n d  a t  h o m e  w h e r e v e r  a n d  w i t h  w h o m s o e v e r  

h e  f i n d s  h i m s e l f .  ( ? !) O n e  o f  t h e  i n g r e d i e n t s  o f  c u l 

t u r e  i s  p o i s e  a n d  s e l f - p o s s e s s i o n . A n o t h e r  i s  r e s p o n 

s i v e n e s s t o  i d e a s . . . .  t o  b e a u t y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A  t h i r d

i n g r e d i e n t  o f  c u l t u r e  i s  t o l e r a n c e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A n d  t h e r e

a r e  d o u b t l e s s  o t h e r  i n g r e d i e n t s  o f  c u l t u r e  t h a t  t h e  

r e a d e r  w i l l  a d d  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  e t c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

ϊψ hither Mankind (N e w  Y o r k , L o n g m a n s , G r e e n , 1 9 3 9 )·
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C o u n t K ey serlin g  d ec la res cu ltu re  to  b e

t h a t  f o r m  o f  l i f e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  d i r e c t  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  

t h e  s p i r i t

(n o  m o re  n o r  le ss!)

Jo h n  C o w p er P o w y s w ro te an  en tire  b o o k  o n  The 

Meaning of Culture, an d  d isco u rses th u s  o n  cu ltu re :

T o  b e  a  c u l t u r e d  p e r s o n  i s t o  b e  a  p e r s o n  w i t h  

s o m e  k i n d  o f  o r i g i n a l  p h i l o s o p h y . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

T h e  c u l t u r e d  p e r s o n  t a k e s  t h e  d o g m a t i c  a u t h o r i 

t i e s  o f  m o d e m  s c i e n c e  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g i o n  w i t h  

a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p i n c h  o f  s a l t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T h e  l a s t  w o r d

( a b o u t  c u l t u r e )  i s  w i t h  a  c e r t a i n  f r e e  p o e t i c  h u m a n 

i s m  t h a t  u s e s  s c i e n c e  a n d  r e l i g i o n  f o r  i t s  o w n  p u r 

p o s e s  a n d  i s  n o t  d o m i n a t e d  b y  e i t h e r . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

U n d e r  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  c u l t u r e  a c t u a l l y  b e c o m e s

a  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  r e l i g i o n . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

T h e  w h o l e  p u r p o s e  a n d  e n d  o f  c u l t u r e  i s  a  t h r i l l 

i n g  h a p p i n e s s o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s o r t — o f t h e  s o r t , i n  

f a c t ,  t h a t  i s c a u s e d  b y  a  r e s p o n s e  t o  l i f e  m a d e  b y  a  

h a r m o n y  o f t h e  i n t e l l e c t , t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  t h e  

s e n s e s . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

W h a t  w e  a r e  h e r e  d e f i n i n g , t h e r e f o r e , a s t h e  t r u e  

n a t u r e  o f  c u l t u r e  i s n o t h i n g  l e s s t h a n  a  s u b s t i t u t e  

f o r  r e l i g i o n  w h e r e  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  f a i t h  i n  a  m o d e r n  

p e r s o n ’s b e i n g  h a s r e n d e r e d  r e l i g i o n  u n a t t a i n a b l e ,  

e t c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

T o  F lo y d  N . H o u se , cu ltu re  co n sis ts  o f

t h e  h a b i t s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  t h e  c u s t o m s  o f  g r o u p s . 2

P ro fesso r E llw o o d  h o ld s th a t

t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  c u l t u r e  i s  i n v e n t i o n  o r  a c h i e v e m e n t . 3

F o r  P ro fesso r  M ax  S ch e ie r, cu ltu re  is th e  ‘ ‘h u m an i

za tio n ” o f m an , o r a p ro cess o f "self-d eifica tio n .”  

R o b ert D o u g las B o w d en , h ead  o f th e D ep artm en t 

o f S o c ia l S c ien ces , Y o u n g sto w n C o lleg e in O h io , 

b eg in s  o n e  o f  h is ch ap te rs, "R e lig io n  an d  C u ltu re ,”  

w ith  th e  s ta tem en t:

1 N e w  Y o r k , W . W . N o r to n  C o ., 1 9 2 9 .

of Social Theory (N e w  Y o r k , H e n r y  H o lt , 1 9 2 9 ) .

^Cultural Et ol tition, p p . 55 ft.



M O D E R N  T H O U G H T ’S  C O N C E P T I O N  O F  C U L T U R E 2 3

I n  a n y  a t t e m p t  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t u s  o f  c u l t u r e  

i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o n e  i s a t  o n c e  h a l t e d  f o r  l a c k  

o f  a  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  c u l t u r e , 1

an d  th en  flo u n ders  o n  w ith  h a lf-tru th s fo r tw en ty  

m o re p ag es w ith o u t co m in g  to  a c lea r-cu t d efin i

tio n  o f  th e  im p o rtan t w o rd .

I m ig h t go on in d e fin ite ly  w ith  th e  ta lk  o f  M o d 

e rn  T h o u g h t, fu rth e r sh o w in g  h o w , fo r so m e , cu l

tu re  is essen tia lly  "p o sitiv e  k n o w led g e ,”  w h ile  o th 

e rs th in k  th a t th e re can  b e m u ch  sc ien tific k no w l

ed g e  an d  little  cu ltu re ; h o w  so m e , ag a in , see  cu ltu re  

to  b e  th e  ab ility  to  p rac tice  a  p ro fess io n , w h ile  o th 

e rs see in  p ro fess io n a lism  th e  v ery  n eg a tio n  o f cu l

tu re ; h o w  so m e  co n ce iv e  cu ltu re  as  so m eth in g  fix ed  

an d s tab le , w h ile o th e rs co n ce iv e it in p erp e tu a l 

p ro cess o f ev o lu tio n , u n ceasin g ly tran sfo rm in g  its  

rea lity , its  n a tu re  an d  its v ery  co n cep t. B u t in  th e  

w h o le w elte r o f  M o d ern  T h o u g h t o n e  th in g  is v ery  

c lea r, an d  th a t is its  confusion, p articu la rly  th e  co n 

fu s io n  o f  th e  id ea  o f  cu ltu re  w ith  th e  id ea o f  c iv ili

za tio n  an d  th e  ta rrin g  o f b o th  w ith  th e  sam e  b ru sh ,  

n am ely , th e b ru sh o f m ate ria lism an d sen su a l 

n a tu ra lism .

W h at a re  w e th en  to  d o  am id  th is D o n n y b ro o k  

F a ir an d B ed lam o f " th o u g h t” u n co n tro lled b y  

p rin c ip le , h is to rica l rea lity o r au th o rity , an d a t 

s ix es an d  sev en s w ith  itse lf ab o u t th e  id ea o f cu l

tu re? A re w e to  fo llo w  th e  ex am ple  o f P ro fesso r  

Jam es H arv ey  R o b in so n , w h en  h e ex p erien ced  th e  

d ifficu lty  o f d efin in g  h is to ry , an d w ith  h im  "fin d  

so lace an d in te llec tu a l rep o se in su rren d erin g a ll 

a ttem p ts  to  d efin e” cu ltu re?

G o o d  F rien d s , I p ro p o se a m o re ra tio n a l an d a t 

th e  sam e  tim e  a m o re  h o n o rab le  p ro ced u re . C h es

te rto n rem ark s th a t th e re a re tw o  w ay s o f g e ttin g

Defense of To-morrow, p . 7 0 f . (N e w  Y o r k , M a c m illa n , 1 9 3 1 ).
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h o m e— an d  o n e  o f  th em  is to  s tay  th e re . T h e  o th e r  

is to  w alk  a ro u n d  th e  w h o le w o rld  u n til w e co m e  

b ack  to  th e sam e p lace . I su g g est, th e re fo re , th a t 

w e firs t lo o k an d see w h at lies u n d er o u r n o ses. 

T h ere  w e  fin d  th a t th e re  is a  th o u g h t w o rth y  o f th e  

n am e; a  th o u g h t  th a t is  c lea r  an d  d efin ite ; a th o u g h t  

th a t  h as  b een  lo n g  a t w o rk  o n  th e  su b jec t o f  cu ltu re  

as w ell as o n  m o st o th er v ita l su b jec ts ; a th o u g h t 

th a t h as  b een  lo n g  in  to u ch  w ith  rea litie s ; a th o u g h t 

th a t th e M o d ern M in d , b e in g v ery o ld -fash io n ed ,  

s tran g e ly  ig n o res . H as M o d ern T h o u g h t, le t m e  

ask , n ev er  h eard  o f  S t. A u g u stin e  o r  o f  S t. T h o m as?  

O r  h as  it n o t ev en  h eard  o f  liv in g , an d  v ery  m o dern , 

y o u n g  m en , I  m ay  ca ll th em , w h o se  m in d s  a re  k een , 

m o v e in h is to ry , a re g u id ed b y p rin c ip les an d  

an ch o red to fac ts? H as M o d ern T h o u g h t rea lly  

n ev er h eard  o f C h ris to p h er D aw so n  o r o f Jacq u es  

M arita in o r o f P e te r W u st o r K arl A d am , C y ril 

M artin d a le , R o n a ld K n o x , H ilaire B ello c , G ilb e rt  

K eith  C h este rto n , an d  a sco re o f o th e rs? If it h as  

n o t, th en  it m u st b e  ta lk in g  in  its s leep  !

L o o k in g  ag a in  u n d er  o u r n o ses w e  fin d  th a t th e re  

is a C ath o lic o r u n iv e rsal in s titu tio n — th e sam e  

in s titu tio n th a t so w ell u n d ers tan d s c iv iliza tio n  

b ecau se  it h as  d ea lt w ith  an d  u p h e ld  its  rea litie s fo r  

so  m an y  cen tu rie s . A n d  th is sam e in s titu tio n  a lso  

u n d ers tan d s th e n a tu re o f cu ltu re ju s t b ecau se it 

u n d ers tan d s  th e  n a tu re  o f  m an , h is  w h en ce , h is  w ay  

an d  h is  w h ith e r. A n d  th en  th e re  is  th e  s tru ctu re  o f  

th e  w o rd  "cu ltu re ” itse lf , w h ich  a lread y  b eg in s b y  

te llin g  u s  so m eth in g  q u ite  d efin ite  ab o u t th e  essen ce  

o f  cu ltu re .

T h e w o rd "cu ltu re” o f itse lf te lls u s th a t it is  

d eriv ed  fro m  th e L atin  "colo, colereu sed  to  d es

ig n a te  th e  cu ltiva tio n  o f th e  so il an d  first ap p lied  to  

ag ricu ltu re , i.e., th e  ca re , th e  p ro p er  d isp o sitio n  an d  

p rep aratio n o f th e  so il so  th a t it m ig h t p ro d u ce  a  
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m o re  p erfec t an d  ab u n d an t c ro p  an d  a m o re  lu x u 

rian t an d  fru itfu l p lan t; an d  th en , th e  ca re o f th e  

trees , th e  w ate rin g , p ru n in g  an d  p ro tec tio n  o f  th em  

ag a in s t h arm fu l e lem en ts , so th a t th ey  m ig h t p ro 

d u ce  b ig g er an d  rich e r an d  m o re  p len tifu l fru it.

T ran sferred  to  th e  v aried  ac tiv ity  o f m an  w h ich  

m ak es u p  h u m an life , cu ltu re co n tin u ed to  m ean  

th e  tra in in g  an d  th e  p ro p er u se  o f  each  o f  h is  facu l

tie s  o f  b o d y  an d  so u l, th e  re fin in g  an d  th e  p erfec t

in g  o f th em . T h u s, th e in fo rm ing  o f th e in te lli

g en ce w ith  tru e k n o w led g e an d th e tra in in g  o f it 

fo r  accu ra te  th in k in g ; th e  o rd erin g  an d  d isc ip lin in g  

o f th e w ill fo r g o od ac tio n ; th e p u rify in g  an d  th e  

en n o b lin g  o f  th e  em o tio n s; th e  co n tro llin g  an d  reg
luting of th e p assio n s; th e n u rtu rin g  an d  th e p ro 

tec tio n  o f  th e  p h y sica l o rg an ism ; th e  co rrec tin g  an d  

re fin in g  o f th e  m an n er o f o u r ex te rn a l b eh av io r so  

as to ad jus t each in d iv id u a l to th e d em an d s an d  

o b lig a tio n s o f so c ia l life ; in  a w o rd , w h atev er g o es  

to  fa sh io n  th e  id ea l o f  a  p erfec t  m an  in  th e  co m p lex  

re la tio n s o f h is ex te rio r an d  in te rio r life a lso g o es  

in to th e fo rm atio n  o f cu ltu re an d fu rn ish es th e  

in g red ien ts  o f  cu ltu re .

In  rea lity , th e  id ea  o f  cu ltu re  co n ce iv ed  as a  ce r

ta in  p erfec tio n  o f th e  h u m an  facu ltie s m an ifes tin g  

itse lf in v ario us w ay s m ay b e d isce rn ed , th o u g h  

co n fu sed ly , a t th e  b o tto m  o f  a ll th e  d iv e rg en t co n 

cep tio n s  o f  th o se  w h o  h av e  ex p ressed th em se lv es o n  

th e su b jec t o f cu ltu re , in c lu d in g  th e ex p o n en ts o f  

M o d ern  T h o u g h t. B u t th e re , g en era lly  sp eak in g , is  

th e id ea le ft u n d efin ed an d o b scu red b y su n d ry  

fa lse  assu m p tio ns  in v a riab ly  tin ged  w ith  m atte r  an d  

w ith  a  m isu n d ers tan d in g  o f th e  n a tu re  an d  d estin y  

o f  m an .

W e  m u st, th e refo re , p u rsu e  th e an a ly s is fu rth e r  

an d  o b se rv e  th a t w e  b eg in  to  fa lsify  th e  co n cep t o f  

cu ltu re  th e  m o m en t w e  fa lsify  th e  co n cep t o f m an  
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an d  m isu n d ers tan d th e tru e fu n c tio n  o f h is facu l

tie s an d  th e ir m u tu a l co -o rd in a tio n .

N o w , m an  is an  o rg an ic u n it; h is b o d y  an d  so u l 

fo rm  o n e su b stan tia l an d  p erso n a l co m p o site ; an d  

a ll th e  facu ltie s  o f  so u l an d  b o d y — in te llig en ce, w ill, 

m em o ry , im ag in atio n , sen ses an d  b o d ily  o rg an s, a re  

so  m ad e an d  co -o rd in a ted  as to  se rv e th e  sam e u lti

m ate p u rp o se , viz., the perfection and well-being 

of the whole man. E ach facu lty  h as its p ro p er  

o b jec t to  o p era te u p o n , its ap p o in ted sp h ere an d  

ran k  in  a  h ie ra rch y  o f fu n c tio n a l p o w ers, d ispo sed  

b y  n a tu re  in  su ch  an  o rd er th a t th e  lo w er facu ltie s  

su b se rv e th e h ig h er an d a re n o t to  g o b ey o n d  th e  

b o u n d s  se t b y  reaso n — n o  m o re  th an  w h eat is m ean t 

to  g ro w  o n  b are ro ck , o r a p o la r b ear to  E v e  a t th e  

eq u a to r.

A ll th is m ean s th a t h u m an cu ltu re  is tru e  to  its  

n am e  w h en  th e  ac tiv itie s  o f  th e  w ill a re  in  h arm o n y  

w ith th e ac tiv itie s o f th e in te llig en ce ; w h en th e  

ac tiv itie s o f  th e  sen ses  d o  n o t o v erp o ise th e  co n tro ls  

o f reaso n ; w h en in d u stry , a rt, e tc ., fo r ex am p le , 

a re reg u la ted b y tru th , m o ra l rec titu d e , an d so  

fo rth .

I m ay n o w  b rin g a ll th ese co n sid era tio n s in to  

fo cu s , an d  say  th a t cu ltu re  in  its tru es t an d  w id est 

m ean in g  essen tia lly  co n sis ts  in  th e  training and per
fecting of the human faculties by their sustained 

application, each upon its legitimate object, in bal
anced harmony with one another, and in the mea
sure that conforms with man’s dignity and highest 
good.

T h u s co rrec tly co n ce ived , w e u n d ers tan d h o w  

cu ltu re w ill h av e as m an y asp ec ts as th e re a re  

h u m an  p o w ers an d  h u m an n eed s an d d esires. S o  

th e re  is th e  p h ase  o f cu ltu re  th a t se rv es th e  n ecess i

tie s  an d  co n v en ien ces o f  life , w h ich  w e  m ay  ca ll th e  

u tilita rian p art o f cu ltu re , an d is tan g ib le in th e  
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fo rm  o f  in d u stry  an d  th e  tech n ical a rts; th en  th e re  

is th a t p h ase o f it w h ich fu rn ish es th e em b e llish

m en ts , o r, if  y o u  w ill, th e  lu x u rie s  o f  life , an d  w h ich  

w e m ay  ca ll o rn am en ta l o r fin e cu ltu re , th e k in d  

o f cu ltu re w e co m m o nly th in k o f in o rd in a ry  

p arlan ce.

F u rth erm o re , w e m ay lo o k a t cu ltu re in th e  

asp ec ts th a t co rresp o n d to th e v ariou s facu ltie s  

en g ag ed  in  its  p ro d u c tion , an d  sp eak  o f  mental cul
ture, as tan g ib ly  seen in  w o rk s o f p h ilo so p h y an d  

sc ien ce ; o r  o f  th e  cu ltu re  o f  th e  w ill a lo n g  th e  lin es  

o f  m o ral p rin c ip le , as seen  in  th e  p rac tice  o f g o o d 

n ess an d  v irtu e ; o r o f th e  cu ltiv a tio n  o f th e im ag 

in a tio n , ta s te an d ap p recia tio n o f th e b eau tifu l, 

issu ing  in  th e  fin e  a rts an d  ca lled  b y  a ll œsthetic cul
ture; o r  ev en  o f  th e  p ro p er ca re an d  ex erc ise o f  th e  

b o d y  fo r  th e  sak e  o f  h ea lth  an d  g race  o f  m o v em en t, 

w h ich  w e d esig n a te as physical culture, an d  so o n  

w ith  th e  re s t o f  th e  facu ltie s .

F ro m  th e an a ly s is w e  h av e m ad e , w e  sh o u ld  a lso  

b e ab le to  p erceiv e th e d ifferen ce b e tw een  culture 

an d  its k in  id ea civilization, an d  ta lk  in te llig en tly  

ab o u t th e  o n e  an d  th e  o th e r, av o id in g  th e  co n fu sio n  

an d  d ark  u n d ers tan d in g s  o f M o d ern  T h o u g h t.

K eep in g  in  v iew  th a t c iv iliza tio n  is essen tia lly  th e  

p rev a len ce  o f  so c ia l p eace  re s tin g  o n  th e  m o ra l v ir

tu es o f ju s tice , tru th fu ln ess  an d  h o n esty , en fo rced  

b y  a  co d e  o f law  an d  m an n ers  to  w h ich  w e  m ay  a ll 

ap p ea l to  p u t a  ch eck  o n  th e  im p u lses o f  p assio n  an d  

sav ag ery , w e u n d ers tan d  h o w  cu ltu re b e lon g s to  

c iv iliza tio n  "m ate ria lly ”  an d  n o t "fo rm ally ,”  as th e  

S ch o las tic s w o u ld  say ; an d h o w , in  fac t, a ce rta in  

m in im u m  o f  cu ltu re  is p resu p p o sed  b efo re  c iv iliza 

tio n  can  b eg in  its  w o rk . T h ere  m u st, fo r in s tan ce,  

b e  en o ug h  o f  mental culture to  m ak e  th e  fo rm u la 

tio n  o f a co d e o f law s p o ssib le ; en o u g h  moral cul
ture to  in su re  th e  o b se rvan ce  o f  th a t co d e ; an d  su f
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fic ien t tech n ica l o r  industrial culture to  en ab le  m en  

to  p ro v id e fo r th e  n ecessa rie s o f  life .

B u t w h eth e r m en  liv e in ten ts o r cav es o r p a l

aces o r tw en tie th -cen tu ry ap artm en ts , w h ethe r  

th ey w alk  o r rid e in o x -ca rts o r in fa s t au to m o 

b ile s o r fly , w h ethe r th ey  w ear th e la te s t in g en u i

ties o f sa rto ria l a rt o r w h eth e r th ey w ear g u n n y 

b ag s an d p a lm  leav es , w h eth e r th ey h ave sc ien ces  

an d  a rts o r w h eth e r th ey  h av e n o t— th ey  m ay  s till 

b e  civilized as  lo n g  as  th ey  liv e  in  p eace  an d  h o n esty . 

T h ey  m ay  b e  c iv ilized  w ith o u t cu ltu re , o r  th ey  m ay  

b e  cu ltu red  w ith o u t c iv ilizatio n . A n d  th is is tru e  

o f  in d iv id u a ls as it is a lso  o f n a tio n s .

A ll th ese ex tern a ls a re th e  u su a l co n co m itan ts  o f  

c iv iliza tio n ; in  v ary in g  d eg rees  th ey  a re  in sep arab ly  

b o u n d  u p  w ith c iv iliza tio n ; an d in fac t w e co m 

m o n ly  q u a lify  a  c iv iliza tio n  b y  th e  k in d  o f  cu ltu re  

th a t acco m p an ies it. B u t th en , it is a co n fu sio n  o f  

th o u gh t, w h ich  th e  so -ca lled  M o d ern  M in d  h as n o t 

av o id ed , to  id en tify  th e  o n e w ith  th e  o th e r.

O n  th e  o th e r  h an d , o n ce  a  s ta te  o f  c iv iliza tio n  h as  

b een  estab lish ed , so c ia l s tab ility  an d  p eace  w ill in v a 

riab ly fav o r a h ig h er d ev e lo p m en t o f cu ltu re , so  

th a t w h ile an  e lem en ta ry  s ta te  o f cu ltu re m ay  b e  

co n sid e red  as th e  cause o f  c iv iliza tio n , a  h ig h er  k in d  

o f  cu ltu re  m ay  an d  d o es u su a lly  issu e as th e  effect 
o f c iv iliza tio n . A n d so , b y a b en efic ia l m u tu a l 

ac tio n  an d  reac tion , a  h ig h er cu ltu re , p ro v id ed  it is  

h arm o n io usly b a lan ced , w ill rep ay c iv iliza tio n  b y  

len d in g  its  su p p o rt an d  b eco m in g  in  its tu rn  a  cau se  

o f h ig h er c iv iliza tio n , an d p ro d u c in g a cu ltu red  

c iv iliza tio n  in  th e b est sen se o f th e w o rd .

A n d  n o w  I re tu rn  to  M o d ern  T h o u g h t an d its  

th o ug h tle ss  trea tm en t o f  cu ltu re . G en era lly  sp eak 

in g , M o d ern T h o u g h t h as m issed th e essen tia ls o f  

b o th cu ltu re an d c iv iliza tio n , co n fu sin g th e tw o  

id eas  ju st as  y ou  o r  I , lo o k in g  a t tw o  ad jacen t b u sh es  
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th ro u g h th e d eep en in g tw iligh t, m ig h t m istake  

th em  fo r o n e  co w . M o re  th an  th a t, an d  in  p erfec t 

k eep ing  w ith  its m o o d , M o d ern  T h o u g h t h as fix ed  

its b lu rred g aze o n p h y sica l cu ltu re o r tech n ical  

cu ltu re , w h ich  in  rea lity  lie o n ly  a t th e b o tto m  o f  

th e  cu ltu ra l h ie ra rch y , an d  ig n o red  th e  tw o  asp ec ts  

th a t len d b a lan ce an d tru th , g o o d n ess an d  b eau ty  

to a ll o th er p h ases o f cu ltu re , p ro d u ce a cu ltu ra l 

c iv iliza tio n , ach iev e th e  p erfec tio n  o f a tru ly -cu l

tu red  m an  o n  ea rth , an d  p rep are  h im  fo r  th e  h ap p y  

p erfec tio n o f life e tern a l. F o r th e h arm o n io u s  

im p ro v em en t o f m an ’s fife im p lie s s tan d ard s o f  

v a lu e o r b asic p o in ts o f co -o rd in a tio n , s in ce th e  

p ro g ressiv e p erfectio n o f a th in g m ean s n o th in g  

m o re  n o r  le ss th an  ap p ro x im atio n  to  an  id eal w h ich  

se rv es as th e  cen tral p o in t o f  d irec tio n .

T h is  lead s  u s  to  ask  tw o  v ery  im p o rtan t q u estio n s  

w h ich  M o d ern  T h o u g h t h as  b een  to o  th o u gh tle ss  to  

ask an d s till m o re th o u g h tle ss to an sw er. W h at  

fac to rs  in  h is to ry  h av e  se rv ed  m o re  th an  an y  o th e rs  

as p o w erfu l in sp ira tio n s in th e d ev e lo p m en t o f  

ev ery  p h ase  o f  cu ltu re? A n d  w h at ag en cy  o r in s ti

tu tio n  h as se t u p  th e h ig h est id ea l an d  ev er u rg ed  

m en  to  s triv e  fo r its  a tta in m en t w ith  a ll th e  facu l

ties  o f  th e ir b e in g , so  th a t ev en  if  th ey  a te  o r  d ran k  

o r  p lay ed  o r  s lep t, th ey  w ere  to  d o  so  in  acco rd an ce  

w ith  a  p erfec t p a tte rn ?

W e n eed n o t g o fa r a fie ld to  seek th e an sw er. 

H isto ry , an d  th e  o b se rv atio n  o f a ll th e  fac ts  b efo re  

o u r ey es , g iv e  u s  th a t an sw er, an d  th e  an sw er is : It  

is re lig ion  th a t h as in sp ired  th e  m o st p erfec t e ffo rts  

in  a ll sp h eres o f h u m an  ac tiv ity , an d  it is a fixed 

standard of morality th a t h as m ain ta in ed  th e  m o st 

p erfec t h arm o n y o f th o se sp h eres . T h ese tw o  

im p u lses h av e ev er su p p lied th e co h esiv e fo rce  

w h ich u n ifie s a so c ie ty an d a cu ltu re . F o r th e  

moral law, d iv in e ly san c tio n ed , is a th in g  w h ich  
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c la im s m an ’s to ta lity  an d th e w h o le ran g e o f h is  

th o u g h ts , w o rds an d ac tio n s— w h ile c iv iliza tio n  

o n ly  g rip s th a t p art o f a m an  w h ich co m es to  th e  

su rface  in  c iv il an d  so c ia l life . A  so c iety  w h ich  h as  

lo s t its re lig io n an d its m o ra ls b eco m es so o n er o r  

la te r a  so c ie ty  w h ich  h as lo s t its cu ltu re . A  c iv ili

za tio n  w ith o u t re lig io n  o r m o ra ls is n o  m o re  a cu l

tu re  th an  a  co rp se  is a  b o d y . A  co rp se  re ta in s fo r a  

w h ile th e  ex tern a l o rg an iza tio n  it receiv ed  fro m  th e  

d ep arted  so u l b efo re it fa lls p rey  to  p u tre fac tio n ; 

so  a  cu ltu re  m ay  h o ld  to g e th e r, fo r a tim e , b y  th e  

v irtu e  o f  an  o rg an iza tio n  an d  so c ia l h ab its  in h e rited  

fro m  th e  re lig io n  w h ich  b u ilt it u p  an d  g av e  it life . 

B u t u n less re lig io n  re tu rn  in to  it in  o rd er to  g iv e  it 

life an d m o v e its lim b s, th a t cu ltu re w ill d isso lv e  

an d  d ecay , leav in g  its d ry  b o n es in  trag ic  ch ap ters  

o f  h is to ry .

T h e  la st q u estio n  w e  ask  is : W h at h is to ric  in sti

tu tio n  h as  fro m  its  b eg in n in g s  an d  co n stan tly  w ith 

o u t p au se  o r  fea r h e ld  u p  th e  co n tro ls  o f  a  b a lan ced  

cu ltu re  teach in g m en "S eek firs t th e k in g d om  o f  

G o d  an d  its  ju s tice  an d  a ll th ese  th in g s  w ill b e  ad d ed  

u n to  y o u ” ? W h at in s titu tio n , w ith  a fu ll u n d er

s tan d in g  o f  th e  te rm s  it u ses , an d  w ith  a  v is io n  sh a rp  

en o u g h  to  d is tin g u ish  su rfaces fro m  d ep th s , h as  ev er  

h ad th e co u rag e to ca ll ap p aren tly cu ltu red m en  

w h o  p rac tice sec re t in ju s tices an d frau d , sav ag es , 

an d th e u n cu ltu red b u t h o n est p o o r, c iv ilized ?  

W h at in s titu tio n  h as , th ro u g h  th e  co u rse  o f  its  lo n g  

h is to ry , ev er  u rg ed  m en  to  k eep  th e ir cu ltu re  in  b a l

an ce  b y  seek in g  tru th  an d  g o o d n ess firs t an d  ev ery 

th in g  e lse  a fte rw ard s; to  m o d el th e ir fin e a rts  u p o n  

th e  h ig h est p a tte rn s o f B eau ty , an d th e ir m an n ers  

u p o n  th e  b est trad itio n s  o f  fin e  sen tim en t an d  ch ar

ity , so th a t n e ith e r c ra fts n o r a rtist ’s in s tru m en t 

n o r  m erch an t’s g reed  n o r ev il cu sto m  m ig h t in tro 

d u ce  d isco rd  o r so u r th e  sw ee tn ess o f  life?
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L eo X III su m m arizes m any  v o lu m es o f h is to ry  

in  th e  o p en in g  re fe ren ces  o f  h is E n cy c lica l Immor

tale Dei, o f N o v em b er 1 , 1 8 8 5 , w h ere h e d ec la res  

th a t th e  C ath o lic C h u rch

h a s  f o r  h e r  i m m e d i a t e  a n d  n a t u r a l  p u r p o s e  t h e  s a v i n g  

o f  s o u l s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Y e t  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h i n g s  t e m p o r a l

s h e  i s  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  b e n e f i t s  a s  m a n i f o l d  a n d  a s  g r e a t  

a s  i f  t h e  c h i e f  e n d  o f  h e r  e x i s t e n c e  w e r e  t o  e n s u r e  

t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  o u r  e a r t h l y  l i f e . A n d  i n  t r u t h ,  

w h e r e v e r  t h e  C h u r c h  h a s s e t  h e r  f o o t , s h e  h a s  

s t r a i g h t w a y  c h a n g e d  t h e  f a c e  o f t h i n g s , a n d  h a s  

a t t e m p e r e d  t h e  m o r a l  t o n e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  w i t h  a  n e w  

c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  a n d  w i t h  v i r t u e s  b e f o r e  u n k n o w n . A l l  

n a t i o n s  w h i c h  h a v e  y i e l d e d  t o  h e r  s w a y  h a v e  b e c o m e  

e m i n e n t  f o r  t h e i r  c u l t u r e ,  t h e i r  s e n s e  o f  j u s t i c e , a n d  

t h e  g l o r y  o f  t h e i r  h i g h  d e e d s .

A n d  in  v ery  d eed , th e tem p les , th e  sch o o ls, th e  lit

e ra tu re , th e so c ia l life b ased u p o n h er p rin c ip les ,  

co n stitu te a h arm o n io u s sy m p ho n y w h ere in th e  

facu ltie s o f m an o p era te in co n cert, an d , a t th e  

sam e tim e , ra ise a p ro tes t ag a in s t a rt o r sc ien ce  

o ffen d in g m o ra ls , co m m erce o r p leasu re d eb asin g  

a rt as w ell as m o ra ls , an d ag a in st an y b ran ch o f  

h u m an  ac tiv ity th a t c lash es w ith fa ith o r reaso n . 

S h o u ld  y o u , th e refo re , seek  an  au th en tic  id ea  o f  cu l

tu re , en q u ire  o f  th a t h is to ric  in s titu tio n  an d  sh e  w ill 

rev ea l to  y o u th e tru e m ean in g  o f cu ltu re an d a ll 

its  sec re ts.
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Third Conference

M O D E R N  T H O U G H T ’S C O N C E P T IO N  

O F S C IE N C E *

M y  d ear F rien d s:

If I m ad e m y se lf c lea r in  o u r tw o  p rev iou s d is

cu ss ion s  o n  th e  su b jec ts  o f  C iv iliza tio n  an d  C u ltu re , 

y o u w ill h av e u n d ers to o d th a t, n o tw ith s tan d in g  

th e ir in tim a te re la tio n sh ip s an d co m p én é tra tio n s , 

c iv iliza tio n  an d  cu ltu re  a re  tw o  id eas essen tia lly  d is

tin c t. C iv iliza tio n m ean s a u n ifica tion o f m en  

in to  a so c ia l life  th a t is s tab ilized  b y  a ju st co d e o f  

law  an d cu sto m  su ch as w ill p ro tec t its su b jects  

fro m  sav ag e  im p u lse an d  se lf-in te res t, w h ile a civ
ilized m an is o n e w h o co n fo rm s to th a t co d e b y  

d ealin g  fa irly  w ith  h is  fe llo w -m en . C u ltu re , o n  th e  

o th e r  h an d , is accesso ry  to  a  s ta te  o f  c iv iliza tio n  an d  

is co n cern ed w ith th e u tilitie s an d ad o rn m en ts  o f  

so c ia l life . It, th e re fo re , m ean s th e h arm o n io u s  

d ev e lo p m en t o f  th e  in d iv id u a l in  v irtu e  an d  k n o w l

ed g e, in  sk ill an d  a rt, in  ta ste  an d  m an n ers ; an d  w e 

sh o u ld acco rd in g ly ca ll a m an cultured w h en h e  

p o ssesses th ese acco m p lish m en ts in  a fa ir d eg ree o r  

ap p rec ia te s th em  in  o th e rs .

It sh o u ld b e n o ted , m o reo v er, th a t cu ltu re in  

g en era l is  n o t a  s im p le , b u t a  co m p lex  rea lity  h av in g  

as m an y  p h ases  as  th e re  a re  fie ld s  o f  h u m an  ac tiv ity . 

E ach  o f th ese p h ases , o r each  k in d  o f cu ltu re , in  a  

g iv en p erso n m ay m o v e fo rw ard in p erfec t s tep  

w ith  ev ery  o th er k in d o f cu ltu re o r it m ay  ev en  

m o v e  b ack w ard  in  th e  o p p o site  d irectio n . W e  sh a ll 

th en  see  cu ltu re  a t w ar  w ith  itse lf . T h u s, it is  p o ssi

b le (an d  h is to ry  as w ell as ex p erien ce  a ttes t it m an y  

tim es) fo r  tech n ica l cu ltu re  to  p ro g ress  w h ile  in te l-

*  D e liv e r e d S u n d a y , N o v e m b e r 19, 1935. 
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lec tu a l cu ltu re an d a rt lag  b eh in d , o r fo r in d u stry  

to  ru n  ah ead  w h ile  h o n est d ea lin g  an d  m o ra l b eh a 

v io r d ec lin e to w ard s  sav agery . T h e  lea rn ed  b o o rs , 

fo r in s tan ce , w h o m  y o u  an d  I m ay  k n ow , th e  rich  

v u lg a rian s , th e v irtu o u s ig n o ram u ses , th e p o lish ed  

c rim in a ls, th e u n iv e rs ity  o f m ag n ificen t b u ild in g s  

th a t teach es fa lseh o o d an d sap s m o ra ls , an d th e  

n a tio n  o f  m an y  sch o o ls, m an y  law s  an d  m an y  b an k s , 

b u t a lso  o f m an y  ja ils an d  m an y  c rim in a ls , a re a ll 

co n cre te illu stra tio n s o f h o w  c iv iliza tio n  can  b e a t 

o d d s w ith  cu ltu re , an d  o f h o w  o n e  k in d  o f cu ltu re  

can  b e  a t lo g g erh ead s  w ith  an o th e r k in d  o f  cu ltu re , 

so  lo n g  as  th e  cen tra l co n tro ls  o f  a  tru e  re lig io n  an d  

o f a co n sisten t m o ra l s tan d ard  d o n o t b ear u p o n  

ev ery ac tio n to m ain ta in th e h arm o n y o f th e  

sp h eres . M o d ern  T h o u g h t h as  n o t b een  g ifted  w ith  

su ffic ien t d isce rn m en t to  see  th ese  essen tia ls an d  d is

tin c tio n s , b u t s till it w ill p ra ttle ab o u t "c iv iliza 

tio n”  an d  "cu ltu re ” as th o u g h  th ey  w ere  th e  sam e  

m ate ria l th ing .

T h is a fte rn o on w e sh a ll tu rn o u r a tten tio n  to  

S c ien ce. T h e  w o rd  sh o u ld co m m an d  re sp ec t, an d , 

in  fac t, it a lw ay s  d id  u n til M o d ern  T h o u g h t p u t its  

o w n  co n ceits  in to  th e  m o u th  o f  th e  h o n o rab le  th in g  

an d  m ad e it ta lk lik e an id io t. W ith o u t p au sin g  

fo r  re flec tio n , w ith o u t seek in g  th e  co u n se l o f  w ise r 

h ead s as to  w h at sc ience m ig h t rea lly  b e an d as to  

w h at it can  rea lly d o , th e M o d ern M in d ra ised a  

sh rine  in  th e  m id st o f  its in te llec tu a l w ild ern ess, se t 

u p  a  m ech an ica l id o l th e re in , b ed eck ed  it w ith  ro b es  

o f  tin se l u p o n  w h ich  it em bro id e red  th e  fo rm u las  o f  

its o w n  su p ers titio n s , an d th en  sen t o u t th e  tru m 

p e te rs to b id ev ery m an "w h o th o u g h t h im self 

in te llig en t,”  to  co m e  an d  w o rsh ip , an d  ev ery  d o g  to  

cease  b ark ing . It c la im ed  ev ery  v irtu e  fo r th e  g o d 

d ess S c ien ce— m ate ria l sc ien ce , o f co u rse . S c ien ce  

w o u ld  so lv e  a ll rid d les  an d  se ttle  a ll p ro b lem s o n  th e
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su rface  o f th e  ea rth  an d  u n d er th e  ea rth ; it w o u ld  

ex p la in  th e o rig in  an d  en d  o f a ll th in gs; it w o u ld  

ad ju s t p o litica l an d  eco n o m ic  a ffa irs ; it w o u ld  s im 

p lify  so c io lo g ica l an d  ed u ca tio n a l m atte rs— w h y , it 

w o u ld  ev en  p rescrib e  a  re lig io u s  c reed  an d  a  co d e  o f  

m o ra ls , o r, b e tte r s till, w o u ld  m ak e th ese in co nv e 

n ien ces q u ite  u n n ecessa ry .

A s  ev id en ce  o f  M o d ern  T h o u g h t’s c la im s fo r  sc i

en ce h av e y o u  n o t read  Jo h n  D rap er ’s History of 
the Conflict Between Religion and Science, o r 

A n d rew  W h ite ’s History of the Warfare of Science 

with Theology in Christendom, b o o k s w h ich  

fo rm ed  m o re th an  o n e g en era tio n o f in te llec tu als  

in  a ll th e u n iv e rs itie s o f th is co u n try? H av e y o u  

n o t read  H . G . W ells ’ "sc ien tific” U to p ias an d  h is  

Outlines of History, o r h eard  H arry  E lm er B arn es  

sh o u ting h is Twilight of Christianity fro m  th e  

h o u se to p s an d fro m  th e co lu m n s o f th e World- 
Telegram? A n d  d id  y o u  n o t rea lly  read  M en cken ’s  

Treatise on the Gods, o r g o to co lleg e an d h ear  

P ro fesso r Jo h n  D ew ey  d isco u rs in g  o n  th e o m n ip o 

ten ce o f tech n ical sc ien ce an d its m eth o d s , o r  

ev en  g o  to  ch u rch  o n  P ark A v en ue an d  R iv ersid e  

D riv e, so m etim es, an d  h ear th e  S c ien ce o f M o dern  

T h o u g h t p reached  fro m  th e  p u lp its  th a t ca ll th em 

se lv es C h ristian ? If n o t, lis ten  to  a  few  sp ecim en s 

n o w .

E ch o in g th e o b so le te p h ilo so p h y o f A u g u ste  

C o m te  an d  th e  m o re  p rim itiv e  re lig io u s p h ilo so p h y  

o f D rap er an d W h ite , P ro fesso r D ew ey d ec lares : 

th a t

t h e  m e t h o d  w e  t e r m  " s c i e n t i f i c ”  f o r m s  f o r  t h e  m o d 

e r n  m a n  . . . .  t h e  s o l e  d e p e n d a b l e  m e a n s  o f d i s 

c l o s i n g  t h e  r e a l i t i e s o f e x i s t e n c e . I t  i s t h e  s o l e  

a u t h e n t i c  m o d e  o f  r e v e l a t i o n . I t  i s  t h e  " a u t h o r  o f  

t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  r e l i g i o n  a n d  m o r a l s . ” 1

Iforum, M a r c h , 1 9 J O .
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T h e  R ev eren d  Jo h n  H ay n es H o lm es  p reach es  fro m  

th e C o m m u n ity C h u rch p u lp it o n P ark A v en ue  

an d  3 4 th  S treet th u s:

W h e n  s c i e n c e  h a s  d o n e  i t s  w o r k  . . . .  t h e  c h u r c h e s  

w i l l  b e  o p e n  d a i l y  a s  c l i n i c s o f  h e a l i n g , s c h o o l s  o f  

c u l t u r e , a n d  a g e n c i e s o f  r e f o r m . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I n t o  t h e

p u l p i t s  a n d  b e f o r e  t h e  f o r u m s  o f  t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  w i l l  

c o m e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w h o  c a n  s p e a k  w i t h  a u t h o r i t y  

— e x p e r t s i n  s c i e n c e , a r t , l i t e r a t u r e , p s y c h o l o g y ,  

p o l i t i c s ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  p u b l i c  m o r a l s . 1

H arry  E lm er B arn es , w h o tau g h t in n o cen t g irls a t 

S m ith  C o lleg e , ad v ertises m o re  acco m p lish m en ts fo r  

M o d ern  S c ien ce  in  e ffu sio n s su ch  as th ese:

T h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l o r t h o d o x  v i e w  o f Je s u s a s t h e  

l i t e r a l  " o n l y  b e g o t t e n  S o n  o f  G o d ”  . . . .  i s  u n d e r 

m i n e d  a s  c e r t a i n l y  a n d  a s  c o m p l e t e l y  b y  t h e  p r o g r e s s  

o f  n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e , a s  i s  t h e  H e b r e w  G o d ,  Y a h w e h . 2

I f t h e  T e n  C o m m a n d m e n t s a r e  t o  b e  o b e y e d  

t o - d a y , i t  s h o u l d  o n l y  b e  w h e n  t h e i r  p r e c e p t s a n d  

a d v i c e  m a y  b e  p r o v e d  t o  s q u a r e  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  n a t u r a l  

s c i e n c e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  f o r  t h e  T e n  C o m m a n d 

m e n t s  w e r e  d r a w n  u p  i n  a n  e a r l y  s t a g e  o f  c i v i l i z a 

t i o n  w h i c h  w a s  d e v o i d  o f  o u r  p r e s e n t  k n o w l e d g e . 3

M o d e r n  p s y c h o l o g y  h a s m a d e  i t  p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  

t h a t  m a n  h a s  n o  i n h e r e n t  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a  f e e l i n g  o f  

d i v i n e  s u p p o r t . 4

T h is sam e "m o d ern  p sy ch o lo g y ”

h a s  a t  l a s t  e x p l a i n e d  s u c h  h i t h e r t o  m y s t i c a l  c o n c e p t s  

a s t h e  d e p e n d a n c e  u p o n  G o d , r e l i g i o u s c o n v e r s i o n  

a n d  a  s e n s e  o f  s i n  t o  b e  o n l y  " w i s h f u l  t h i n k i n g .” 5

^ O c to b e r  2 8 , 1 9 3 0 .

2 F o r e w , A p r il, 1 9 2 9 .

^Current History, M a r c h , 1 9 2 9 .

4Ibid.
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C o n t e m p o r a r y  a s t r o - p h y s i c s  . . . .  c o m p l e t e l y  r e p u 

d i a t e s  t h e  c o s m o l o g i c a l  o u t l o o k  o f  t h e  H o l y  S c r i p 

t u r e . 1

A ll in  a ll, to  b e  ab reast  o f  M o d ern  S c ien ce, th e  in te l

lig en t m an w ill h av e to su rren d er fo u r essen tia ls, 

acco rd in g  to  th is o rac le :

t h e  r e a l i t y  a n d  d e i t y  o f  t h e  B i b l i c a l  G o d ; t h e  u n i q u e 

n e s s  a n d  d i v i n i t y  o f  Je s u s  a n d  H i s  s p e c i a l  r e l e v a n c e  

t o  c o n t e m p o r a r y  r e l i g i o n ; t h e  b e l i e f  i n  i m m o r t a l i t y ;  

a n d  t h e  h o p e  o f e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  G o d  

t h a t  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  m o d e r n  s c i e n c e . 2

P ro fesso r S tan ley  H all lay s d o w n  A lb ert W ig g am ’s  

New Decalogue of Science3

w i t h  a  f e e l i n g  t h a t  b i o l o g y  i s t h e  b a s i s  o f  a  n e w  

d e c a l o g u e  a s  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  a s  a u t h e n t i c  a s  t h e  o l d  

o n e .

A n d  w h at M o d ern  S c ien ce d o es w ith  its n ew  p sy 

ch o lo g y  an d  its  n ew  b io lo g y  it w ill a lso  d o  w ith  its  

ch em istry . F o r h av e  n o t D o cto rs  B lo o d  an d  K allen  

"d em o n stra ted ” to  th e ir o w n sa tis factio n th a t th e  

ex p erien ce o f th e re lig io u s m y stic o f co m m u n io n  

w ith  G o d  can  b e  p ro d u ced  b y  n itro u s-o x id e an aes

th es ia o r b y  th e ex cess iv e a lk alin ity  o f th e b lo o d ?  

D o cto r H o race K allen , if y o u  w o u ld k n o w , m ad e  

ex p erim en ts w h ich  rep o rted  a "co m p le te  co n firm a 

tio n” o f D o cto r B lo o d ’s co n ten tio n . S ay s D o cto r  

K allen :

I  t r i e d  n i t r o u s  o x i d e  a n d  I  d i d  e x p e r i e n c e , a s  B l o o d  

d i d , i n  t h e  i n t e r v a l  b e t w e e n  r e c o v e r y  o f  c o n s c i o u s 

n e s s  a n d  c o m p l e t e  u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s , a  p r e s e n c e  m o v 

i n g ,  i n e f f a b l e  a n d  b e y o n d  w o r d s  t o  d e s c r i b e . · *

A n d o th e r d ru g s a re k n o w n to M o d ern S c ien ce  

w h ich  w ill p ro d u ce s im ilar reac tio n s .

N o w , g o o d  F rien d s , le t u s  b e  se rio u s. Is  th e re  an y  

o th e r co n ce iv ab le illu s io n , in e ffab le o r h o rrib le

■Current History, M a r c h , 1 9 2 9 .

“Ibid.
3 N e w  Y o r k , B o b b s -M e r r il l , 1 9 2 3 .

Religion? (N e w  Y o r k , B o n i-L iv e r ig h t , 1 9 2 7 ).  



3 8 T H E  T H O U G H T L E S S N E S S  O F  M O D E R N  T H O U G H T

b ey o n d w o rd s to  d esc rib e , th a t d ru g s an d  a g en er

o u s cu p  co u ld n o t p ro d u ce? In  rea lity , th e p ro 

tag o n is t o f M o d ern  S c ien ce sp eak s lik e a d ru n k en  

B acch u s w h en h e ad v ances s im ilar ex p erien ces as  

" 'sc ien tific p ro o f” th a t G o d is n o n -ex is ten t ap art 

fro m  m an , an d  th a t m an ’s re s tle ss  lo n g in g  fo r  H im  

is m erely  th e e ffec t o f ce rta in  ch em ica l reac tio n s.

B ertran d  R u sse ll an d  h is co m p an y  o f "u n m o ra l

is ts” an d  " im p u ritan s” w ill estab lish  d o m estic  h ap 

p in ess fo r a ll b y  th e a id o f th e m o d ern  sc ien ce o f  

E u g en ics . B y th ese h e w ill rem o v e th e in co nv e 

n ien ce o f h u sb an d  an d  w ife b e in g  m u tu ally  fa ith 

fu l, an d  w ill in tro du ce , in s tead  o f a  "b i-p a ren ta l,”  

a  p u re ly  "m ate rn a l fam ily ” w h erein  th e  S ta te  w ill 

tak e  o v er th e  rô le  o f th e  fa th e r. I sh a ll sp a re b o th  

y o u  an d  m y se lf th e  n au seo u s d isco m fo rt o f  lead in g  

y o u  th rou g h  th e A u g ean  s tab les o f su ch  h u ck ste rs  

o f  M o d ern  T h o u g h t an d  M o d ern  S c ien ce  as  D o cto r  

F reu d  o r  D o cto r  W atso n  o f  B eh av io u ris t— o r  "M is

B eh av io u ris t”— n o to rie ty , n o t to  sp eak  o f  H av e lo ck  

E llis an d M arg are t S an g er, w h o sea l w ith th e  

ap p ro v a l o f M o d ern S c ien ce su ch p erv e rs ion s o f  

n a tu re as fru s tra tio n  o f b irth , co m p an io n a te m ar

riag e , an d  ev en  sex -p ro m iscu ity , an d  d eco ra te  w ith  

g litte rin g  n am es th e  b estia litie s  th a t cau sed  G o d  to  

k ill O n an , L o t to  leav e  S o d o m , an d  ev en th e  v ery  

p ag an A u g u stu s C æ sar to b ran d th em  as cap ita l 

c rim es. T h ese fo u l b ird s o f n ig h t d isp en se a  "sci

en tific ” p o iso n w h ich w eak en s an d d eg rades th e  

m in d s  an d  so u ls  o f  read ers w h o  ab o u n d  to -d ay , an d  

w h o  su p p ly  th e  '" sc ien ce”  o f  M o d ern  T h o u g h t w ith  

th e  la rg e r p art o f its  au d ien ce . I  m ean  th e  m o b  o f  

readers p ro d u ced b y m o d ern m ass-ed u ca tio n  

u n g u id ed , as it u n fo rtu n a te ly  is , b y  an y  re lig io u s  o r  

m o ra l p rin c ip le , an d  u n co rrec ted  b y  th e  b es t trad i

tio n s  o f  c iv iliza tio n  an d  cu ltu re . T h is  m o b  o f  read 

e rs a re  th e  v ic tim s o f a m ig h ty  in te llec tu a l fam in e  
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th a t b lig h ts  th e  w h o le  p ro v in ce  o f  M o d ern  T h o u g h t  

an d  m ak es  o f  it a  v eritab le S ah ara.

A m id th e ro a rin g  o f its n o n sen se , m ay  w e b eg  

leav e o f M o d ern  S c ien ce to  ca ll o u r so u ls o u r o w n  

an d  d o  a  b it o f  th in k ing  fo r  o u rse lv es  b y  ask in g  th e  

v ery  s im p le  an d  ch ild -lik e  q u estio n : W h at p recisely  

is S c ien ce? Is it so m e su p erh um an  B ein g— a g o d 

d ess sen t to  m en  b y  im m o rta l Jo v e , a c rea to r w h o  

p res id ed  a t th e o rig in s o f th e w o rld an d o f m an ?  

Is  it an  in fa llib le  o rac le  id en tica l w ith  th e  u n iv e rs ity  

p ro fesso r an d  w ith  ev ery  ch arla tan  w h o  sees fit to  

sw ind le in te llig en ces in  its n am e? In  th e  w o rld  o f  

rea litie s , g o o d  F rien d s , th is d e ity  is n o w h ere to  b e  

fo u n d ; it ex is ts  o n ly  in  th e  m u rk y  m ists  o f  M o d ern  

T h o u g h t. F o r c lea r in te llec ts h av e a lw ay s u n d er 

s to o d sc ien ce to b e th e o ffsp rin g o f m an ’s little  

m in d , an d , a t its b est, to b e th e su m  o f h u m an  

k n o w led g e  o f th in g s seen  in  co n n ec tio n  w ith  th e ir  

cau ses— cognitio rerum per causas. S o A ris to tle  

d efin ed  it lo n g  ag o , an d , n o tw ith s tan d in g  th e  im po 

s itio n s  o f  M o d ern  T h o u g h t, rig h t-th in k in g  m en  s till 

co n ce iv e it as an  ac tiv ity  o f th e  h u m an  m in d , su b 

jec t to a ll its w eak n esses an d lim ita tio n s , an d n o t  

an y th in g  ab o v e it. T h e m in d  co m es firs t, sc ien ce  

co m es a fter.

A n d , if w e  a re  to  u n d ers tan d  w h at sc ien ce  rea lly  

is in  its p u res t an d  m o st u n iv e rsal sen se , w h at is its  

ch arac te r, fu n c tio n  an d  m issio n , th en  w e  m u st co n 

ce iv e  it to  b e : (a) the certain knowledge of a body 

of truths or conclusions (b) arrived at through the 

compelling evidence of their causes and principles, 
and (c) organically correlated in such a way that 
each truth or fact hangs logically together with 

every truth or fact of that same body, and does not 
contradict any truth or conclusion in any other 

body of certain knowledge. T h a t is sc ien ce , s in ce  

tru th  is one, an d w h at is tru e in o n e b ran ch o f  
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k n o w led g e can n o t b e m ad e fa lse b y th e tru th o f  

an y  o th e r b ran ch , an y  m o re th an th e ev id en ce o f  

th e  rig h t ey e  in  a n o rm ally -s ig h ted p erso n lo o k in g  

a t th e  sam e o b jec t can  co n trad ic t th e ev id en ce o f  

h is le ft ey e.

S c ien ce  m u st b e  su ch  if it m eans an y th in g  in te l

lig ib le , w h atev er b e th e su b ject to  w h ich  it tu rn s  

its en q u irin g g aze : w h ethe r th a t su b jec t b e th e  

p ro p ertie s  an d  th e  e lem en ts  o f  m atte r, o r  th e  n a tu re  

an d  o p era tio n s  o f  th e  so u l; w h eth e r  it b e  th e  co n sti

tu tio n o f th e h eav en ly b o d ies an d th e ir in flu en ce  

u p o n th e ea rth , o r th e n a tu re o f th e H eav en ly  

F a th e r an d  H is w ill w ith  reg a rd  to  m an . T h e  a im  

o f tru e sc ien ce is to  se t in  o rd er in  o u r m in d s th e  

fac ts o f ex p erien ce an d th e tru th s o f R ev e la tio n , 

to g e th e r w ith th e su p rasen sib le tru th s w e d eriv e  

th e re from , to  th e en d th a t m en m ay ap p ly  th em  

w ith  g rea te r secu rity to  th e co n d u c t o f th e ir liv es  

an d th e reb y m ain ta in a s tab le c iv iliza tio n an d  

d ev e lo p a fin er cu ltu re . O n ce w e h av e g rasp ed  

th ese essen tia ls o f th e id ea o f sc ien ce , m an y  th in g s  

ab o u t it, w h ich  a re  h o p e less ly  ju m b led  in  th e  M o d 

e rn  M in d , w ill s tan d  o u t in  c lea r re lief.

It is m ere ly  s ta tin g  th e o b v io u s to  say th a t th e  

firs t ea rm ark  o f  sc ien tific  k n o w led g e  is its  ce rtitu d e . 

A  fac t o r a tru th  can  th en , an d  o n ly  th en , b e sa id  

to b e scientifically k n o w n , w h en it is so firm ly  

estab lish ed  b y  p ro o f fro m  o b se rv a tio n  o r  d ed u ctio n  

th a t th e  o p p o site can n o t b e ra tio n a lly  en te rta in ed . 

T h is  ce rtitu de  o r  firm n ess  o f  co n v ic tio n  m ay  re s t o n  

th e  im m u tab le  essen ce  o f th in g s , o r it m ay  h av e  fo r  

its w arran t th e reg u la r b eh av io r o f th e ac tu a lly  

ex is tin g  u n ive rse  an d  o f  its  s in g le  p arts , o r  ev en  th e  

n o rm al co n d u c t  o f  a  free  h u m an  b e in g . B u t, w h at

ev er  b e  th e  ev id en tia l m o tiv e , th e re  m u st b e  v erified  

tru th  b efo re  w e  can  b eg in  to  sp eak  o f sc ien ce .

M o d ern T h o u g h t, h o w ev er, in a ll its ta lk an d  
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p rin t ab o u t sc ien ce , is s in gu la rly  m u d d led  o n  th is  

p o in t. It co n fu ses, w ith o u t seem in g  to  b e  aw are  o f  

th e co n fu sio n , u n certa in w ith  ce rta in k n o w led g e , 

th eo ry w ith v erified re su lts , th e m ere ac tiv ity  o f  

re sea rch  w ith  th e  n e t g a in s  o f  re sea rch , th e  ap p ara 

tu s o f in v estig a tio n , in s tru m en ts an d lab o ra to rie s , 

w ith th e tru th s o r fac ts w h ich th e ap p ara tu s is  

m ean t to  b e  o n ly  a  m ean s  o f  d isco v erin g . B u t, g o o d  

F rien d s , le t u s h ave en o u g h re sp ect fo r tru th to  

u n d ers tan d th a t u n certa in k n o w ledg e is n o t sc i

en ce ; th a t th eo ry , h y p o th eses an d  o p in io n s a re n o t 

sc ien ce , h o w ev er p lausib le  th ey  m ay  b e ; th a t m ere  

o b se rv a tio n , n o  m atte r h o w  in d u strio u s , is n o t sc i

en ce, an d  th a t lab ora to rie s, sp ec tro sco p es an d  te le 

sco p es d o n o t in th em se lv es co n stitu te sc ien ce. 

T h ese  m ay , in d eed , b e  v a lu ab le  as th e  auxiliaries an d  

th e means o f g a in in g  k n o w led g e , b u t th ey  a re n o t  

th e  p u re  g o ld  o f  ce rtified  tru th .

W ith th is in m in d , w e a re n o w  b e tter ab le to  

ap p rec ia te  h o w  m u ch  d iso rd er M o d ern  T h o u g h t h as  

b ro u g h t in to th e p eace fu l h o m e o f sc ien ce . It  

tak es  h y p o th eses, b efo re  it h as d isco v ered  an y th in g , 

an d  ca lls  th em  '" fac ts”  (th in k  o f  th e  th eo ry  o f  m an ’s  

an im al ev o lu tio n ) ; it tak es m ere re sea rch  an d  ca lls  

it "sc ien ce” ; it tak es  th e  m ach in e ry  o f  re sea rch  an d  

ca lls th a t "sc ien ce”  to o ; it m isap p lie s  th e  d ev ices o f  

d isco v ery an d  ca lls ev en th a t "sc ien ce ,” an d in so  

d o in g in d u lg es its em o tio n s an d p re ju d ices a t th e  

ex p en se  o f tru th  an d  reaso n .

B u t M o d ern  T h o u g h t h as d o n e  w o rse th an  th a t. 

W ith th e b lin d n ess o f a m o le b u rro w in g  th ro u g h  

th e m u d d y su b so il in search fo r w o rm s, M o d ern  

S c ien ce sees o n ly b ru te m atte r an d m ak es m atte r  

u n d is tin g u ish ab le fro m  th e  knowledge o f  m atte r, so  

th a t m in d an d m atte r b eco m e th e sam e essen tia l 

th in g  w ith  o n ly  a d ifferen ce o f d eg ree . F o r th a t 

y o u  h av e  B ertran d  R u ssell’s w o rd  w h ere  h e  d ec lares :
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M y  o w n  f e e l i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a  s h a r p  l i n e  

b u t  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  d e g r e e  ( b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o ) : a n  

o y s t e r  i s  l e s s m e n t a l  t h a n  a  m a n , b u t  n o t  w h o l l y  

u n - m e n t a l . 1

A n d  th a t is th e  ’ 'fee lin g ”  co m m o n  to  ev ery  m em b er  

o f  th e  p seud o -sc ien tific  g u ild , w h o , p erv e rtin g  lan 

g u ag e acco rd in g  to  th e ir "feeling ,”  h av e  k id n app ed  

in  m o st h ig h -han d ed fa sh io n , th e in n o cen t w o rd  

sc ien ce , fo rced  it to  su b m it to  th e ir m ate ria l p u r

p o ses an d  so  c ram p ed  its  m ean in g  as to  m ak e  it s ig 

n ify  o n ly p h y sica l o r n a tu ra l sc ien ce ; w h ile th ey  

w ill o n ly  ca ll th a t "sc ien tific ”  w h ich  is p o n d erab le  

an d  su b m its  to  th e ir m easu rem en ts .

B u t as fo r th a t v aster w o rld  o f su b lim er tru ths  

th a t lie s b ey o n d  th e sen se o f to u ch , th e k n o w led g e  

o f  D iv in e  th in g s , th e  im m ate ria l an d  im m o rta l p art 

o f  h u m an  n a tu re , th e  e tern a l an d  im m u tab le  cau ses  

w h ich  ru le  th e  w o rld  o f  h u m an  th o u g h t an d  ac tio n  

— w h y , say s M o d ern T h o u g h t, n o sc ien tifica lly - 

m in d ed  p erso n  co u ld  g iv e it se rio u s co n sid e ra tio n !  

D id  m o re co lossal fo lly  ev er m o ck  th e in te llig en ce  

o f m an ! W e m ay n o t w o n d er, th e re fo re , w h en  

ev en  su ch  a  m isgu id ed  in te llig en ce as th a t o f A n a 

to le F ran ce  can  v o ice  iro n ic  co n tem p t fo r M o d ern  

S c ien ce  an d  say th a t " th e  sc ien ces a re  b en eficen t—  

th ey  p rev en t m en fro m  th in k in g .” A n d , if I m ay  

sp eak in a lleg o ry , d o  w e n o t in ten se ly  reg ret th a t 

w h en  M artin  L u th er flu n g  h is in k -p o t a t th e  d ev il, 

h e  sh o u ld  h av e m issed h im  an d a llow ed th e fa th er  

o f  lie s , to  w h o m  th e  ap o sta te m o n k  o p en ed  th e  w il

d ern ess  o f  p riva te  ju d g m en t, freed o m  en o u g h  to  cu t 

th e  m in d s  o f  m en  lo o se  fro m  th e  an cho rag e  o f  F a ith  

an d  R easo n  an d  p lu n ge  th em  in to  th e  B ab e l o f  M o d 

e rn  T h o u g h t an d  its M o d ern  S c ien ce?

In  v iew  o f th e u n w arran ted re s tric tio n s w h ich  

th is M o d ern  T h o u g h t h as  p u t u p o n  its "sc ien ce ,”  it

M e of Philosophy (L o n d o n , A lle n  &  U n w in , 1927). 
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is h ig h  tim e to  ch a llen g e th e reck less u se o f th a t 

w o rd  an d  in s is t th a t th e  tru e  an d  sy stem atic  k n o w l

ed g e o f G o d is a lso  sc ien ce , an d  th a t th e tru e an d  

o rd ered k n o w led ge o f h o w  m an sh o u ld co n d uc t  

h im se lf in th e m u ltip le re la tio n s o f h is life is as  

m u ch , an d  m o re , o f  a  sc ien ce  th an  h is k n o w ledg e  o f  

th e E arth ’s d istan ce fro m  N ep tu n e o r th e k n o w l

ed g e o f h o w  b est to  u se th e p ro d u c ts o f n a tu re—  

o r d efea t th e ir p u rp o ses .

S o  fa r  I  h av e  sp o k en  o f  M o d ern  S c ien ce  w ith  sp e 

c ia l re feren ce to  w h at M o d ern T h o u g h t p ro fesses  

o r  p re ten d s  to  u n d ers tan d  b y  th a t w o rd . B u t w h ile  

I  w as th u s  sp eak in g  I  b y  n o  m ean s fo rg o t th a t th e re  

is a m o d ern  sc ien ce— an d  a n a tu ra l sc ien ce , to o ,—  

w h ich  is as h o n o rab le as it h as b een b en efic ia l to  

m en . F o r w h eth e r w e sp eak o f p h y sics o r ch em 

is try o r b io lo g y o r astro n o m y , o r o f an y o th e r  

n a tu ra l sc ien ce , ev ery h o n est m an reco g n izes th a t 

th ey  h av e , o n e  an d  a ll, ad d ed  in ca lcu lab ly  to  m an ’s  

k n o w led g e  o f th e  p h y sica l u n iv e rse  an d  h av e g iv en  

h im  a co n tro l o v er sp ace , h e ig h ts an d d ep th s , an d  

o v er th e e lem en ts o f m atte r, th a t h as se rv ed  m an 

k in d m o st u se fu lly an d co n ferred u p o n it m an y  

b less in g s . N o r d id  I fo rg e t th a t th e re is a th ro n g  

o f  m o d ern  sc ien tis ts  w h o  d ese rv e th a t title  b y  ev ery  

rig h t an d  w h o  h av e  n o  p art w ith  M o d ern  T h o u g h t. 

T h ese a re m en  o f b a lan ced  ju d g m en t an d  u p rig h t 

m o tiv es . T h ey  seek  th e  tru th , an d  ju st b ecau se  th ey  

d o  so , th ey  a re th e  firs t to  av o w , o n  th e  o n e  h an d , 

th e n arro w  fie ld  th a t b e lo n g s to  each  p h y sica l sc i

en ce  an d , o n  th e  o th e r, th e  co m p ara tiv ely  b ro ad  an d  

m o re  s ign ifican t fie ld  th a t b e lo n g s to  th e  sc ien ce  o f  

m an  an d  to  th e  sc ien ce  o f  G o d .

T h ese a re m en w h o , lik e tru e sc ien tists to th e  

m an n er b o rn , a re  h u m b le  as th ey  s tan d  in  v iew  o f  

th a t v ast w o rld  o f sp iritu a l fac ts an d  v a lu es w h ich  

p h y sica l sc ien ce can n e ith e r to u ch n o r m easu re . 
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T h ey  see  w ith  accu ra te v is io n  th a t, a fter th ey  h av e  

m ade a ll th e ir  m easu rem en ts an d  h av e h ad a ll th e ir  

say  ab o u t th e  p h en o m en a  o f  n a tu re , th ey  h av e  o n ly  

described an d n o t ex p la in ed . T h ey q u ite u n d er

s tan d th a t, o n fin a l an a ly s is , a ll th e ir " law s” o f  

p h y sics , ch em istry  o r astro p h y sics a re o n ly  fo rm u 

la s w h ich  m ere ly  in d ica te how th in gs h ap p en , b u t 

n o t why th ey  h ap p en . T h ey  k n o w  fu ll w ell th a t 

th ey  o n ly "g rasp th e tu n e , b u t n o t th e p lay er.”  

T h ey  k n o w  th a t th ey  h av e little to  say ab o u t th e  

essen ces  an d  o rig in s  o f th in g s , b u t can  m ere ly  e lu c i

d a te  ce rta in  re la tio n s b e tw een  th em . T h ey  a re  fu lly  

aw are th a t th e co n c lus io n s o f p h y sical sc ien ce a re  

n o t s ta tem en ts  o f  ab so lu te  tru th , b u t  o n ly  ten ta tiv e  

ap p ro ach es o r  g ro p in g s  to w ard s rea lity . A b o v e  a ll, 

th ey  a re w id e-aw ak e to th e fac t th a t to  tak e o n e  

sc ien ce , esp ecia lly p h y sica l sc ien ce , an d  m ak e th a t 

th e g u id e  an d  in te rp rete r  to  ev ery  o th e r sc ien ce , is  

an eg reg io u s fa llacy . A n d th ey a lso rea lize th a t 

w h ile to -d ay  w e k n o w  m o re fac ts o f n a tu re an d  

h av e b e tte r in s tru m en ts o f o b se rv a tio n th an h ad  

A ris to tle  o r S a in t T h o m as, y e t o u r in te rp re ta tio n s  

o f  th em  n eed  n o t b e  b e tte r.

R ea liz in g a ll th is , P ro fesso r G ilb e rt L ew is co n 

fe sses th a t th e  sc ien tis t

d o e s  n o t  s e e k  t h e  u l t i m a t e  b u t  t h e  p r o x i m a t e . H e  

d o e s  n o t  s p e a k  o f  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  o f  t h e  

n e x t  a p p r o x i m a t i o n . 1

E q u a lly  m o dest in  h is c la im s fo r sc ien ce is P ro fes

so r R o b ert M illik an , w h en  h e  d ec lares th a t

t h e  m a p  o f  s c i e n c e  i s  s t i l l  a  g r e a t  b l a n k  s h e e t  w i t h  

o n l y  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e  a  d o t  t o  s h o w  w h a t  h a s b e e n  

c h a r t e d . . . . .  I f  S i r  Ja m e s  Je a n s  p r e f e r s t o  h o l d  

o n e  v i e w  a n d  I  a n o t h e r  n o  o n e  c a n  s a y  u s  n a y . T h e  

o n e  t h i n g  o f  w h i c h  y o u  m a y  b e  q u i t e  s u r e  i s t h a t  

n e i t h e r  o f  u s  k n o w s  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t . 2

-Tht Anatomy of Science (Y a le  U n iv e r s ity  P r e s s , 1 9 2 6 ) .

-P r e s id e n t ia l A d d r e s s  b e fo r e  th e  A m e r ic a n  A s s o c ia t io n  fo r  th e  A d v a n c e m e n t  

o f  S c ie n c e , C le v e la n d , D e c e m b e r  2 9 , 1 9 J O .
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P ro fesso r J . A rth u r T h o m son , o f A b erd een , p ro 

n o u n ces th e  so -ca lled  co n flic t b e tw een  sc ien ce an d  

re lig io n  a  fa lse an tith esis an d  b id s sc ien ce  to  rem ain  

a t h o m e, say in g :

W e  m u s t  l e a r n  t o  r e n d e r  u n t o  S c i e n c e  t h e  t r i b u t e  

t h a t  i s  i t s  d u e ; a n d  t o  G o d  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  H I S .  

. . . .  S c i e n c e  a i m s a t  d e s c r i b i n g  c o - e x i s t e n c e s  a n d  

c o n s e q u e n c e s a s t e r s e l y  . . . .  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t l y  a s  

p o s s i b l e ;  a n d  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " e x p l a n a t i o n s ”  t h a t  s c i e n c e  

g i v e s d o  n o t  a m o u n t  t o  m o r e  t h a n  s a y i n g  s o m e 

t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s : . . . .  " T h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  f i t n e s s  i n  

t h e  b i r d ’s  w i n g  i s  a  g o o d  i n s t a n c e  o f  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  

l o n g - c o n t i n u e d  V a r i a t i o n  a n d  S e l e c t i o n .” 1

A n d  S ir  A rth u r  E d d in g to n  d o es n o t b e liev e  th a t th e  

d ig n ity  o f  m an  d ep en d s  u p o n  h is m ass an d  v e lo city , 

an d h en ce su g gests th a t m an can no t b e ex p lain ed  

b y  th e fo rm u las o f p h y sica l sc ien ce , n o r m an ’s o ri

g in  b y  th e th eo ry  o f E v o lu tion :

" M a t e r i a l i s m  a n d  d e t e r m i n i s m ,” s a y s h e , " t h o s e  

h o u s e h o l d  g o d s  o f  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  s c i e n c e  . . . .  

w h i c h  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  c o u l d  b e  e x p l a i n e d  i n  

m e c h a n i c a l a n d  b i o l o g i c a l c o n c e p t s m u s t  b e  d i s 

c a r d e d  b y  m o d e r n  s c i e n c e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T h i s m u s t  b e

d o n e  t o  m a k e  r o o m  f o r  a  s p i r i t u a l  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  

u n i v e r s e  a n d  m a n ’s p l a c e  i n  i t , w i t h  r e l i g i o n  s u p 

p l e m e n t i n g  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e  w h i c h  s c i e n c e  

m u s t  a c k n o w l e d g e  i t s e l f  u n a b l e  t o  p a i n t .” 2

D r. A rth u r  C o m p to n , N o b e l p rize  w in n er, sees fa r  

b ey o n d  h is  sc ien tific  ap p ara tu s  w h en  h e  av o w s  th a t:

E v i d e n c e  p o i n t s t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  B e g i n n e r , a  

C r e a t o r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s e . . . . . . . . . . .  A  p h y s i c i s t ’s  s t u d i e s

a n d  e x p e r i m e n t s  l e a d  h i m  t o  b e l i e v e  t h i s  C r e a t o r  t o  

b e  a n  i n t e l l i g e n t  C r e a t o r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F r o m  a  b i o l o g i c a l

p o i n t  o f  v i e w , t h e  s t u d y  o f  l i f e  c a u s e s  o n e  t o  c o n 

c l u d e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  b a c k  o f  a l l  e a r t h l y  

t h i n g s l e a d i n g  t o  a  d e f i n i t e  e n d  a n d  c o n c l u s i o n .  

. . . .  T h e  i n t e l l i g e n t  G o d  h a s a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  a n d

^Science end Religion, c h . I . (N e w  Y o r k , S c r ib n e r , 1927).

2 R a d io  a d d r e ss , L o n d o n , N o v e m b e r  2 5 , 1 9 3 0 .
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r e l a t i o n  t o  m a n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I f  t h e r e  b e  a n  i n t e l l i g e n t

G o d , i t  i s  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  a s s u m e  t h a t  H e  w o u l d  b e  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c r e a t i n g  a  b e i n g  i n t e l l i g e n t  l i k e  H i m 

s e l f . 1

H o w  m u ch  m o re  sa tis fy in g ly  sc ien tific  d o es n o t a ll 

th is so u n d  in  co m p ariso n  w ith  th e  s illy  ch irp in g  o f  

th e  "scien tis ts”  w e  w ere  listen in g  to  a  m o m en t ag o !

B u t h ear y e t an o th e r g rea t sc ien tis t w h o  p u ts h is  

fin ge r n o t o n  a th eo ry , n o r a d esc rip tiv e fo rm u la , 

b u t o n  th e  v ery  ex p la in in g  cau se  o f  a ll n a tu ra l p h e 

n o m en a . It is D o cto r W illis  R . W h itn ey , D irec to r  

o f R esearch in th e G en era l E lec tric C o m p an y .  

A sk ed  to  ex p la in  w h at su p p o rts a m ag n et flo a tin g  

in  sp ace  ab o v e  an o th e r m ag ne t, h e  an sw ered :

W h a t  s u p p o r t s  i t ? S i r  O l i v e r  L o d g e  s a y s  i t  i s  t h e  

a l l - p e r v a d i n g  e t h e r . B u t  E i n s t e i n  d e n i e s  t h a t  t h e r e  

i s  a n y  e t h e r . W h i c h  i s  r i g h t ? I  s a y  t h a t  t h e  m a g 

n e t  f l o a t s i n  s p a c e  by the W ill of God! A n d  n o  

m a n  c a n  g i v e  m e  a  m o r e  p r e c i s e  a n s w e r . 2

A sk ed ag a in h o w  th e b eam  o f lig h t fro m  a s tar  

fin a lly reach es th e o p tic n erv e an d is seen a fter  

trav elin g  h u n d red s  o f  y ears , D o cto r  W h itn ey  m ad e  

rep ly :

H o w  d o e s i t  d o  t h a t ? W e  h a v e  o u r  c o r p u s c u l a r  

t h e o r y  o f  l i g h t ,  o u r  w a v e  t h e o r y  a n d  n o w  o u r  q u a n 

t u m  t h e o r y , b u t  t h e y  a r e  j u s t  e d u c a t e d  g u e s s e s .  

A b o u t  a s  g o o d  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  a s a n y  i s  t o  s a y  t h a t  

l i g h t  t r a v e l s  by the W ill of God?

A n d  h e  ad d s:

T h e  b e s t  s c i e n t i s t s  h a v e  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  

j u s t  k i n d e r g a r t e n  f e l l o w s  p l a y i n g  w i t h  m y s t e r i e s —  

o u r  a n c e s t o r s w e r e , a n d  o u r  d e s c e n d a n t s w i l l b e .  

. . . . N o  s c i e n t i f i c  c o n c e p t  c a n  s t a n d  s t i l l . A l l  

i s  i n  m o t i o n . T h e  W i l l  o f  G o d , t h e  l a w  w h i c h  w e  

d i s c o v e r  b u t  c a n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  o r  e x p l a i n , t h a t  

a l o n e  i s  f i n a L 4

1 A d d r e s s to  b u s in e s s m e n  a t O a k  P a r k , C h ic a g o , M a y  2 1 , 1 9 5 0 .

2 .V e * ’ Y o r k  Times, N o v e m b e r  2 , 1 9 5 0 .

*lbid.
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L et u s h o n o r th e sc ien ce w h ich  sp eak s w ith so  

m u ch tru th , d ig n ity  an d  h u m ility . L et u s h o n o r,  

to o , th e v en erab le in s titu tio n o f h is to ry th a t h as  

g iv en  to  sc ien ce its su res t o rien ta tio n . T h a t in s ti

tu tio n  w h ich  p res id ed  a t th e  b eg in n in g s o f  W este rn  

c iv iliza tio n  an d  cu ltu re , g u id ed th e ir in fan t s tep s , 

tau g h t th em  th e ir  lang uag e  an d  fu rn ish ed  th e ir b est 

p a tte rn s , h as a lso lo v ed n a tu re , an d y o u m ay  see  

th a t lo v e  w ritten  la rg e in  th e  co lo r, s to ne  an d  sy m 

b o l o f ev ery  m ed iaev a l ca th ed ra l, in th e b estia rie s , 

an d  in  th e  illu m in a tio n s  o f h er m an u scrip ts. A n d  

w h ile it is n o t h er sp ecia l m issio n to ex p lo re th e  

sec re ts o f th e p h y sica l w o rld , sh e h as n ev erth e less  

ev er re jo iced a t th e ach iev em en ts o f g en u in e sc i

en ce , an d  sh e h as k ep t it fro m  g o in g  m ad  w ith  th e  

m ad n ess o f M o d ern  T h o u g h t b y  h o ld in g a lo ft th e  

b eaco n  lig h ts  o f  th e  h ig her tru ths  w h ich  a re  b ey o n d  

th e  ran g e  o f  n a tu ral sc ien ce  an d  w h ich  th e  th o u g h t

fu l sc ien tists w e  h av e  ju s t h eard  g lad ly  an d  h u m b ly  

ack n o w led g e . A n d  w h en  an  o ccasio n a l o n e  o f  th em  

d o es , w ith p ard o n ab le n a ive te , an n o u n ce to th e  

w o rld , as th o u g h  it w ere  a  s ta rtlin g  d isco v ery , th a t 

sc ien ce p o in ts to  G o d  o r to  th e  im m o rta lity  o f th e  

so u l, th e  o ld  C h u rch  sm iles  w ith  a  p lac id  an d  in d u l

g en t sm ile  an d  q u ie tly  say s: "M y  ch ild , h av e  I n o t 

always to ld  y o u  so ; h av e  y o u  fo rg o tten  th e  T  b e liev e  

in G o d th e F a th e r A lm ig h ty , C reato r o f H eav en  

an d  ea rth ....  an d  life  ev erla s tin g . A m en ’?”

B y th e ex p erien ce o f cen tu rie s th e h is to ric  

C h u rch  k n o w s to o  w ell th a t m ere sc ien ce h as n o  

p o w er to  g iv e m ean in g  to  life o r sp iritu a l v a lu e  to  

h u m an  co n d u c t, n o r to  len d  b eau ty  an d  n o b ility  to  

sacrifice , su ffe rin g an d ch arity ; th a t sc ien ce a lo n e  

w ill n o t in sp ire m en  to  sh u n  ev il an d  d o  g o o d , n o r  

fu rn ish  th em  w ith  th e  a rm s n ecessa ry  fo r ca rry in g  

o n  th e co m b a t ag a ins t th e em b a ttled  fo rces o f s in  

an d o f easy m o ra ls . K n o w in g  a ll th is , th e re fo re , 
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sh e h as n ev er ceased  to  cau tio n  th e  sc ien tis t ag a in s t  

m ak in g  o f  h is sc ien ce a  su b stitu te  fo r v irtu e , le st it 

o n ly  g iv e  m en  m o re  p o w er an d  m ean s o f in d u lg in g  

th e  d o w n w ard  g rav ita tio n s o f  th e ir n a tu re . F o r in  

h er lo n g  h is to ry  sh e k n ew  o f th o se  w h o  fix ed  th e ir  

g aze so in ten tly o n  ex ac t m easu rem en t th a t th ey  

su b stitu ted  m easu rem en t fo r cau se , an d  in  so  d o in g  

d u lled th e ir b ra in s , lo s t th e ir sp iritu a l s ig h t, an d  

ev en  th e  lo fty  u se  o f  reaso n . A b o v e  a ll, th a t k n o w 

in g M o th er h as u n rem ittin g ly s triven to sav e h er  

sc ien tis ts an d a ll o th e r sc ien tis ts fro m  d y in g th e  

d ea th  o f th e fo o l w h o  d ied  in  th e  labo ra to ry  say in g  

in h is h eart "T h ere is n o G o d !” S h e h as tau g h t 

th em  to  b e w iser th an  th a t an d  to  lo o k ab o v e , to  

tak e  th e ir b earin g s fro m  th e  tru th s  o f H eaven  an d , 

lik e S a in t A n se lm , to believe that they might 
understand.
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M O D E R N  T H O U G H T ’S C O N C E P T IO N  

O F P R O G R E S S *

M y  d ear F rien d s:

I  m ay  su m  u p  th e  su b stan ce o f o u r tw o  la s t d is

cu ss io n s o n  cu ltu re  an d  its v ario u s  asp ec ts , b y  co m 

p aring  cu ltu re to  a ch ario t d raw n  b y  m an y  s teed s. 

If each s teed o b ey s th e co n tro l o f an in te llig en t 

ch ario teer, k eeps  its  p lace  ab reas t o f  its  co m p an io n 

s teed s an d an ev en p ace w ith th em , n o t d artin g  

ah ead  n o r lag g in g b eh in d n o r sw erv ing  asid e, b u t 

m o v in g  s tra ig h t o n w ard  to  th e  ap p o in ted  g o a l, a ll is  

w ell an d  th e  race  w ill b e  w o n , o r, a t leas t, th e  g o a l 

w ill b e  a tta in ed . B u t if th e  ch ario teer lo se  h is h ead  

an d  co n tro l o f h is an im als , cau sin g  each  to  b o lt o ff  

in its o w n d irec tio n in d ep en d en tly o f th e o th e rs  

an d  o f th e  g o a l, w e a re  su re to  w itn ess a d isas tro u s  

s tam p ed e . A  sp ec tac le  v ery  m u ch  lik e  a  s tam p ed e  is  

w h at w e  ac tu ally  b eh o ld  in  th e  a ren a  o f  cu ltu re  th e  

m o m en t th a t M o d ern  T h o u g h t m o u n ts th e ch ario t 

as ch ario teer, se izes th e  re in s w ith o u t k n o w in g  th e  

tem p er o f h is h o rses , fo rth w ith lo ses h is h ead an d  

ru n s  b o th  h o rses an d  ch ario t am u ck . T h u s  h as  sc i

en ce  a lso  m et m isfo rtu n e  u n d er th e  m isg u id an ce  o f  

ch ario tee r M o d ern T h o u g h t. It b ro k e its traces, 

lo s t its co m p an io n s an d  d irec tio n , an d  is ev en  n o w  

ca reerin g  in  o u r m id st lik e a m ad  an im al. A n d  so  

h as ev ery  o th e r b ran ch  o f  cu ltu re  d o n e w h ich  to re  

itse lf lo o se fro m  th e  in te llig en t an d  firm  co n tro l o f  

tru e  m o rality  an d  re lig io n .

In  th is  o u r c lo s in g  C o n fe ren ce  o f  th e  F a ll S essio n , 

w e sh a ll co n sid e r h o w  M o d ern T h o u g h t h as d ea lt 

w ith  th e  id ea  o f  P ro g ress. In  th e  v o lu m in o u s  lite r-  

* D e liv e r e d  S u n d a y , N o v e m b e r 2 6 , 1 9 3 3 .
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a tu re o f M o d ern  T h o u g h t, P ro g ress is rep resen ted  

as an  id ea l o f p o w erfu l a ttrac tio n . It is co n ce iv ed  

as th e  m o st p o ten t o f th e  id eas th a t ru le th e  "m o d 

e rn ”  w o rld . It is assu m ed  to  b e  th e  an im atin g  an d  

co n tro llin g  id ea o f W este rn  c iv ilizatio n , an d p ar

ticu la rly  o f  A m erican  c iv ilizatio n . "O u r p ro g res 

s iv e ag e ,” " th e m arch o f p ro g ress ,” " th e law  o f  

p ro g ress ,” "d em ocracy  an d  p ro g ress ,” " lib e rty  an d  

p ro g ress ,” "cu ltu re an d p ro g ress ,” "sc ien ce an d  

p ro g ress”  an d  a th o u san d  su ch , a re th e  s te reo ty p ed  

p h rases  th a t  o n e  m eets  an d  h ears  a t ev ery  tu rn , in d i

ca tin g th e p o pu la r accep tan ce o f P ro g ress as an  

u n q u estio n ed  fac t. W ith th a t v erb a l tag  M o d ern  

T h o u g h t ad o rn s a ll its p e t fee lin g s , its b e lo v ed  th e 

o ries , its fav o rite p ractices, n ay , its d arlin g v ices. 

M en  an d  in s titu tio n s th a t fit its  m o o d  a re  "p ro g res

s ive” ; w h o ev er an d  w h atev er  d o es  n o t, is , o f  co u rse , 

"u n p ro g ress iv e .” It is th e m ag ic w an d , th e m ere  

w av in g o f w h ich se ttle s a ll th ing s o ne w ay o r  

an o th er. T h e  w o rd  can  m ak e  irra tio n a lity  re sp ect

ab le , an d  it can  m ak e im m o rality  m o ra l. A n d  a ll 

th is M o d ern T h o u g h t can d o w ith th e g rea tes t 

ab an d on , b ecau se  so  little  o f  its  th in k in g  is  b o u n d  to  

an y  fix ed  p rin c ip le o f th o u g h t, o r to  th e  co m m o n  

co n sen t o f m en , o r ev en  to  ex p erien ce  o r th e fac ts  

o f  h is to ry . V erily , it is "free”  th o u g h t— free  fro m  

itse lf!

G o o d  F rien d s , I  p ro tes t th a t I sh a ll n e ith e r in v en t  

n o r ca rica tu re M o d ern T h o u g h t’s co n cep tio n o f  

P ro g ress . I  sh a ll se t it b efo re y o u  as se rio u sly  an d  

fa ith fu lly  as its m o st c red ited  ex p o n en ts p resen t it. 

A n d  o f th ese ex p o n en ts I sh a ll ch o o se o n ly th o se  

w h o  b y  th e ir p ro fess io n  an d a tta in m en ts a re b est 

q u a lified  to  sp eak  o f it w ith  a ll th e  au th o rity  w h ich  

M o d ern  T h o u g h t ack n o w led g es  in  th em .

In  1 9 2 0  Jo h n  B ag n all B u ry , R eg ius P ro fesso r o f  

M o d ern H isto ry a t C am b rid g e U n iv ers ity , p u b -
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lish ed  a  v o lu m e  in  w h ich  h e  en q u ires in to  th e  o rig in  

an d  g ro w th  o f  th e  id ea  o f  P ro g ress. 1 T h e  ce leb ra ted  

p ro fesso r co n c lu d es th a t th e  id ea is , in  th e m ain , a  

m o d ern  an d  n o v e l co n cep tio n  to  b e  c red ited  to  th e  

m o d ern  m in d  w h en  it b eg an  to  b e  en lig h ten ed  w ith  

th e 'T E n lig h ten m en t” o f th e e ig h teen th cen tu ry . 

T h e  id ea  w as  u n k n o w n  to  th e  H eb rew  p ro p h e ts , h e  

m ain ta in s ; in  fac t,  th e  w o rd  "p ro g ress”  n ev er  o ccu rs  

in  th e  B ib le ; w h ile ea rly  C h ris tian ity  an d  th e M id 

d le  A g es h ad  little  n o tio n  o f it, b ecau se th e  p eo p le  

o f  th o se  b en ig h ted  p erio d s b e liev ed  th a t P ro v id en ce  

se ttled  a ll th in g s an d  th a t m en  h ad  o n ly  to  su b m it 

to  it an d  n o t b o th e r m u ch  ab o u t th e  fu tu re , esp e 

c ia lly s in ce th a t w o u ld so o n co m e an d th e L o rd  

w o u ld  tak e  ca re  o f it. A n d  so m en  d id  little p ro 

g ress in g  in  th o se  re lig io us  d ay s .

In  o u r  o w n  d ay , th is  d o c trin e  o f  in de fin ite  p ro g 

re ss " in  so m e d esirab le d irec tio n ” is assu m ed as a  

firs t p rin c ip le  b y  w h ich  a ll fac ts  o f  h is to ry  a re  to  b e  

in te rp re ted , an d  is m o reo v er  tig h tly  lin k ed  u p  w ith  

th e  id ea  o f  m ate ria lis tic  ev o lu tio n . A n d  so  th e  th e 

o ry  is th a t

e v e r y w h e r e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  d e a d  m a t t e r  a n d  o f  l i v 

i n g  m a t t e r  a n d  i n  t h e  w h o l e  p r o v i n c e  o f  h u m a n  l i f e ,  

t h e r e  i s  a  g r a d u a l  g r o w t h  a n d  c h a n g e . N o t h i n g  i s  

d e f i n i t e  o r  p e r m a n e n t — n o t h i n g  a b s o l u t e . H i t h e r t o  

u n i n t e r r u p t e d  e v o l u t i o n ,  a n d  h e r e a f t e r  r e s t l e s s  d e v e l 

o p m e n t , e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  g o o d s  b e l o n g i n g  

t o  h u m a n  l i f e , t h o u g h t , p h i l o s o p h y , a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  

r e l i g i o n .

L o o k in g  b ackw ards , th is sy stem  ex p lain s th e p res

en t as an em erg en ce fro m  th e p ast, asc rib in g as  

su ffic ien t cau se  o f  th is  g ro w th  m erely  an  in n ate  ten 

d en cy  in  a ll th in g s to  im p ro v e. A n d  lo o k in g fo r

w ard s , th e  th eo ry  p red ic ts fo r th e fu tu re an  essen 

tia l ch an ge in a ll th in gs to m o re p erfec t fo rm s  

^Tbe IJe» of Progress (N e w  Y o r k , M ic m i'd in . 1  :<

J- 0 ü j l Sq  
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w h ich , in  th e ir  tu rn , w ill ev o lv e in to  s till n ew er  an d  

b e tte r p ro d u c ts .

T o  co m p le te th is id ea o f ev o lu tio n ary  p ro g ress , 

its  p ro tag o n ists  se t it flo a tin g  o n  th e  b u tterfly  w in g s  

o f su b jec tiv ism  w ith  its re la tiv ity  o f tru th , m ain 

ta in ing  th a t a ll id eas, esp ecia lly  m o ra l an d  re lig io u s  

tru th s , a re n o  lo n g er th e rep resen ta tio n o f th in g s  

ex istin g  in  ac tu a l rea lity , b u t a  c rea tio n  o f th e  su b 

jec t, o f h is in n e r ex p erien ce an d fee lin g . H ence  

ev ery  ag e  m u st p ro ceed  to  n ew  th o u g h t o f its o w n , 

th e  assu m p tio n b e ing  th a t th e re is a " law  o f p ro g 

re ss” o p era tin g w ith iro n n ecess ity , an d th a t 

"n atu re ’s v erd ic t is th a t th e n ew er is a lw ay s th e  

b e tter.” A ccord in g ly ,  th e  ran k  an d  file  o f  o u r aca 

d em ic so c io lo g is ts tak e  u n iv e rsa l n ecessa ry  p ro g ress  

as an  u n q u estio n ed  fac t, an d  lo o k  u p o n  it as th e ir  

m ain  ta sk  to  fu rn ish  a  th eo ry  o f  so c ia l p ro g ress  su ch  

as w ill en ab le  th em  to  sh ap e th e p o lic ie s o f so c ie ty  

w ith  a  v iew  to  fu tu re  im p ro v em en t.

B u t the m o m en t w e b eg in to lo o k fo r a c lea r, 

sp ec ific  d efin itio n  o f  w h at is  m ean t b y  th is  p resen t-  

d ay  id ea  o f  P ro g ress  as w e  fin d  it sp read  o v er a ll th e  

p rin t o f  M o d ern  T h o u g h t,  o u r  b ra in s  lite ra lly  b eg in  

to  sw im . P ro fesso rs  P ark  an d  B u rg ess o f th e U n i

v ers ity  o f C h icag o  fin d "n o g en era l ag reem en t in  

reg a rd  to  th e m ean in g  o f th e te rm ” ; in  fac t, th ey  

ex p lic itly  d ec la re  th a t fo r "p ro g ress in  g en era l th e re  

is n o  d efin itio n .” A n d  th e  reaso n  they  g iv e is th a t  

ev ery  g en era tio n  h as its o w n  n o tio n s o f th e v a lu es  

o f life an d ev ery g en era tio n h as to h av e its o w n  

in te rp re ta tio n o f th e fac ts o f life . M o reo v er, in  

o u r a ttem p ts to  d e term in e w h at is g o o d o r b ad in  

o rd er to  d isco v er a s tan d ard  o f p ro g ress , w e m u st  

leav e m o ra ls , as fa r as p o ssib le , o u t o f d iscu ss io n , 

b ecau se th ey ra ise "en tan g lin g d ifficu lties” (an d  

p resu m ab ly  "a llian ces”  w ith  re lig io n ) . A n d  b esid es , 

th ç  g o o cfces i-ô r·  b ad n ëss  o f  an y th in g  is n o t ab so lu te ,
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b u t o n ly  re la tiv e to  th e cu rren t fo rm  o f c iv iliza 

tion . 1

P ro fesso r F red erick  L u m ley , o f O h io  S tate  U n i

v ers ity , su m s u p  th e  an sw er o f  M o d ern  T h o u g h t to  

th e q u estio n  "W h at is P ro g ress?” b y  say in g  th a t in  

th e la s t an a ly s is it am o u n ts to  th is : "W e d o n o t 

k n o w  w h ere  w e  a re  g o in g , b u t w e  a re  o n  th e  w ay .” 2  

N ev erth e less , th e  irra tio n a l co n v ic tio n  s till rem ain s  

th a t th e w o rld as a w h o le is p ro ceed in g o n w ard  

in d e fin ite ly  to  g rea te r  an d  g reate r  p erfec tio n . T h is  

o n w ard  tr iu m p h an t  m arch  to  th e  L an d  o f  N o w h ere  

is seen b y  th e d iscip les o f D arw in  an d S p en cer to  

p ro ceed  b y  w ay  o f  o rg an ic  ev o lu tio n ; b u t acco rd 

in g  to  th e  rac ia l th eo ris ts , F ran c is G alto n , M ad iso n  

G ran t an d  th e ir co m p an y , E u g en ics is th e  so le w ay  

o f p ro g ress, w h ich  in  rea lity  m ean s th e  w ay  o f th e  

"N o rd ics ,”  fo r  w h en  a t la s t th e  N o rd ics  em erg e  v ic 

to rio u s in th e ir s tru g g le w ith  th e "S u d ics”— th a t 

w ill b e tan g ib le p ro g ress . A cco rd in g ly , th e ch ie f  

co n cern o f so c ie ty m u st b e to p rese rv e th e g erm  

p lasm  o f th e N o rd ic race in o rd er to in su re th is  

d esired  ad v an cem en t o f th e  w o rld !

T h e  id eo lo g is ts, o n  th e  o th e r h an d , d isce rn  p ro g 

re ss in  m en ta l an d  sp iritu a l freed o m , so -ca lled , an d  

in  th e accu m u la tio n  o f k n o w led g e an d o f ed u ca 

tio n a l o p p o rtu n ity ; w h ile th e m ed ica lly -m in d ed  

sec tio n  o f  M o d ern  T h o u g h t g u aran tees p ro g ress in  

h ea lth an d  lo n g ev ity . T h u s  d ec la res o n e o f th em , 

D o cto r N o rm an  B rid g es:

T h e  a v e r a g e  l e n g t h  o f  l i f e  i s  t h e  o n e  a n d  o n l y  o n e  

s u r e  i n d e x  o f  w h e t h e r  t h e  w o r l d  i s  g r o w i n g  b e t t e r  

. . . .  i t  i s  t h e  i n e x o r a b l e  m e a s u r i n g - r o d  o f  t h e  r e a l  

s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s  t h a t  c a n  b e  t o l d  i n  f i g u r e s . 3

H ere  a s im p le ch ild  w o u ld  ask : "B u t, p lease , S ir, if

^Introduction to the Science of Sociology (C h ic a g o  U n iv e r s ity  P r e s s , 1 9 3 0 ) .  

-Principles of Sociology (N e w  Y o r k , M c G r a w -H ill, 1 9 2 8 ).

3American Journal of Sociology, v o L  2 0 , p . 4 4 9 .
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p eo p le liv e lo n g er, b u t liv e  m o re  m iserab ly , is th a t 

p ro g ress?”

Jo h n D ew ey , o f p h ilo so p h ic fam e , p laces p ro g 

re ss in  th e  sa fe-k eep in g  o f th e  ’ ‘sc ien tific  m eth o d” ; 

an d  eco no m ists co m m it it to  th e accu m u la tio n o f  

su ffic ien t w ealth an d m ate ria l g o o d s, an d to th e  

en tire  b an ish m en t o f  p o v erty . W e  k no w  h o w  w ell  

th ey  h av e d o n e th e jo b ! O th ers ag a in lo o k  u p o n  

p ro g ress  as a cease less h o u se -c lean in g  o f th e  p resen t 

fro m  th e re lic s o f th e p ast. A g ain  h ear P ro fesso r  

L u m ley :

W e  c a n  a n d  d o  t a k e  o u r  s t a n d  u p o n  t h e  solid 

ground of change—endless change. ( I t a l i c s  o u r s )  

F o r  o u r  p u r p o s e s w e  n e e d  n o t  e n q u i r e  w h e t h e r  t h i s  

c h a n g e  i s p e r p e t u a l m e c h a n i c a l r e c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  

f i x e d  e l e m e n t s  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  o r  t h e  w o r k  o f  a  p e r 

s o n a l  C r e a t o r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T h e r e  i s  i n  e i t h e r  c a s e  e n o u g h

f r e e d o m  f o r  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  e x e r c i s e  h i s  i n f l u e n c e ,  

s i n c e  h e  i s n o w  d o i n g  i t . T h i s ‘' e n o u g h  p r e s e n t  

f r e e d o m ”  m a y  b e  a n  i l l u s i o n — i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s .  

B u t  a p p e a r a n c e  o r  r e a l i t y , w e  c a n  g e t  a  s t a r t i n g  

p o i n t  h e r e . 1

H en ce , if P ro g ress is ab so lu te ly  n ecessa ry an d th e  

law  o f  p ro g ress h as an  ab so lu te ly  u n iv e rsa l d o m ain , 

th e th in g s w e ca ll fo u n d a tio n s an d p rin cip les ,  

w h ethe r in  th e  o rd er o f k n o w led g e o r in  th e  o rd er  

o f m o ra l life , m u st ab so lu te ly ch an g e lik e ev ery 

th in g  e lse! A n d  th u s , ac ro b a tica lly  s tan d in g  o n  th e  

"so lid g ro u n d o f en d less ch an g e” an d o f " ‘ap p ear

an ce o r rea lity ,” P ro fesso r L u m ley v en tu res o n a  

d efin itio n  o f  P ro g ress, w h ich is :

a  c o m p l e x , a  w h o l e , a  m a s s i v e  s u p e r - o r g a n i c  m o v e 

m e n t  o f  m a n  t o  m a k e  t h e  m o s t ,  f o r  h i m s e l f  a n d  f o r  

a l l g e n e r a t i o n s t o  c o m e , o f  t h e  e a r t h  w h i c h  i s  h i s  

e r s t w h i l e  h o m e . 2

S ta tin g it n eg ativ ely , th e sam e P ro fesso r, h o ld s  

P ro g ress to  b e

1  L u m le y , o p . c .

-Ibid.
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t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  i l l - h e a l t h , o f i n f e r t i l i t y , o f f e a r , o f  

i g n o r a n c e , o f p o v e r t y , o f o v e r - r e l i a n c e  o n  c o s m i c  

p o w e r s  ( w h i c h  o f  c o u r s e  m e a n s  G o d ) . 1

S ta tin g  it p o sitiv e ly , so c ia l P ro g ress is

a n  a c c e l e r a t i n g  h u m a n  m o v e m e n t  t o w a r d  c o - o p e r a 

t i v e  c o n q u e s t  o f t h e r e s o u r c e s o f o u r  p h y s i c a l  

w o r l d  a n d  a  u n i v e r s a l  s h a r i n g  o f  t h e  g o o d s  g a i n e d ,  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  w h a t  a l l t h i s  i m p l i e s b y  t h e  w a y  o f  

s k i l l , e n t e r p r i s e , s y m p a t h y , i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  i n t e l l i 

g e n c e . 2

S ta ted in  te rm s o f m ean s, P ro g ress is "en lig h ten 

m en t” an d a "u n iv ersa l ed u catio n” o f th e k in d  

w h ich  en la rg es  th e  im ag in atio n .

B u t w h at o f  th e  end o r g o a l o f  P ro g ress , w ith o u t  

w h ich it is s illy to  sp eak o f p ro g ress? P ro fesso r 

L u m ley  w ill ag a in  te ll u s:

O n e  t e s t  o f  p r o g r e s s  i s t h e  ridding of our minds 

of the idea of an end. ( I t a l i c s  o u r s ) W e  a r e  g r a d u 

a l l y  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  n e c e s s a r y  o r  p r e d e t e r 

m i n e d  e n d  t o w a r d  w h i c h  t h e  h u m a n  f a m i l y  m u s t  

m o v e . R a t h e r  t h e r e  a r e  e n d s , p l e n t y  o f t h e m .  

P r o g r e s s  i s  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  s e e n  t o  b e  m o v e m e n t  i n  

s e a r c h  o f  w o r t h - w h i l e  e n d s ,  o f  e n d s  w h i c h  w i l l  n o t  

c l o y  o r  d i s a p p o i n t . 3

B u t th e  u n certa in ty  o f  w h ith e r  P ro g ress is g o in g  to  

lan d u s h as its co n so la tio n s fo r P ro fesso r L u m ley , 

fo r h e  o b se rv es:

T o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  c r i t e r i a  o f  p r o g r e s s a r e  r e l a 

t i v e  i s  v e r y  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  f r o m  o n e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  

B u t  i t  i s m o s t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  f r o m  a n o t h e r ; i t  l e a v e s  

t h e  w a y  o p e n  a h e a d  i n d e f i n i t e l y ; i t  l e a v e s t h e  w a y  

o p e n  f o r  u s  t o  d e f i n e  p r o g r e s s  f o r  o u r s e l v e s . 4

S u ch is th e h av o c w h ich th e m o d ern m y th o f  

"P ro g ress” can w o rk in th e m in d s o f in te llig en t 

m en . A n d  y e t su ch  an d  s im ila r, b u t sca rcely  m o re , 

is M o d ern  T h o u g h t ’s id ea o f  p ro g ress . O n  h earin g  

P ro fesso r L u m ley ’s b ew ild erin g  illo g ica lities , I can

^ L u m le y , o p . c .  ’Ibid.

*Ibid. *lbid.
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p ic tu re  in  im agin ation  o n e  o f  th e  p u p ils  o f  T h o m as  

A q u in as  leap in g  fro m  h is m ed iæ v a l g rave in  o p en -  

ey ed  am azem en t an d  h o ld in g  h is h ead  w ith  m en tal  

p a in  as h e s tra in s to  fin d sen se o r reaso n in su ch  

flu m m ery  as " th e so lid g ro u n d  o f en d less ch an g e,”  

"g e t a  s ta rtin g  p o in t fro m  a p o ssib le  illu s io n ,”  " th e  

te s t o f  p ro g ress  is rid d in g  o u r  m in ds  o f  en d s ,”  "each  

m an  d efin e  p ro g ress fo r h im se lf,”  e tc . R eco v erin g  

h is  b rea th  an d  d esp a irin g  o f  b e in g  ab le  to  g rasp  an y  

m ean in g  in  th e b av ard ag e h e  h as ju st h eard , I h ear  

th e  th irteen th -cen tu ry  sch o lar o f  th e  U n ivers ity  o f  

P aris th u s ad d ress M o d ern T h o u g h t: "M o d ern  

T h o u g h t, y o u sp eak in rid d les! In th e n am e o f  

T ru th  an d in te llec tu a l p ro b ity , I b id y o u d efin e  

p ro g ress! D o so w ith o u t co n trad ic tio n o r am b i

g u ity , w ith o u t ev asion  o r q u estio n -b eg g in g . P res 

en t a  d efin itio n  th a t is c lea re r th an  th e  th in g  d efin ed  

an d  th a t d o es  n o t co n fu se  th e  id ea  o f  p ro g ress  w ith  

an y  o th e r id ea . I o b se rv e th a t y o u r m in d  h as n o t  

b een  tra in ed  in  accu ra te  th in k in g ; I  sh a ll, th e re fo re , 

su g g est to  y o u  th e  e lem en ts fo r a tru e  d efin itio n  o f  

P ro g ress .

"R em em b er th a t id eas m u st b eg in fro m  fac ts; 

rem em b er, to o , th a t th e p ro g ress in q u estio n  h as  

re feren ce  to  m an as m an , an d  n o t to m an  as y o u  

fan cy  h im  to  h av e b een  in  'p reh is to ry ’ o r im ag in e  

th a t h e  w ill ev o lv e  in to  in  th e  fu tu re . W e  a re  d ea l

in g  w ith  m an  as w e ce rta in ly  k n o w  h im  to  h av e  

b een in  au th en tic h is to ry an d su ch as y o u  an d I  

k n o w  h im  to  b e  to -d ay  u n d er o u r  v ery  ey es— a  free  

ra tio n al b e in g  w h o se  in te llec t an d  w ill a re  h is h ig h 

est an d  d is tin c tiv e  facu ltie s an d  w h o se  h ig h est g o o d  

is  su p rem e  tru th  an d  g o o d n ess .

"N o te , fu rth er, M o d em  T h o u g h t, th a t th e  p ro g 

re ss I b id  y o u  to  d efin e m u st n o t o n ly  fit m an  as  

m an , b u t m u st b e  v erifiab le  in  each individual m an  

th a t h as ev er liv ed  o r  ev er w ill liv e , an d  w ith in  th e  
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sp an o f each m an ’s life tim e . A v o id th e v ag u e  

ab stractio n  'h u m an ity , ’ fo r  h u m an ity  is m ad e  u p  o f  

in d iv id u a l m en an d h as n o ex is ten ce ap art fro m  

in d iv id u a l m en . M ark , ag ain , M o d ern T h o u g h t, 

th a t y o u r  d efin itio n  o f  h u m an  p ro g ress is n o  d efin i

tio n  w o rth  co n sid e rin g , u n less y o u  a lso  d e term in e  a  

s tand ard  o f  p ro g ress th a t is co n stan t, u n iv e rsal an d  

in d ep en d en t o f th e co n d itio n s o f an y p articu la r  

tim e  o r  p lace . A b o v e  a ll, m ark  w ell an d  u n d ers tan d  

th a t y o u  can n o t b eg in  to  sp eak o f p ro g ress b efo re  

y o u  m ak e  th ree  p o in ts  d efin ite  an d  ce rta in : (1 ) th e  

s tartin g  p o in t, (2 ) th e  g o a l o r en d  to  b e a tta in ed ,  

an d (3 ) th e w ay  b e tw een  b o th . If y o u  m iss an y  

o n e  o f  th ese p o in ts  o f o rien ta tio n , y o u  can n o t read  

th e co m p ass o f h u m an  h is to ry , an d  y o u  k n o w  n o t 

w h eth e r y o u  a re co m in g  o r g o in g , p ro g ress in g o r  

re tro g ress in g . O n e th in g  m o re , M o d ern  T h o u g h t, 

an d  I h av e d o n e : co n fu se  n o t essen tia ls w ith  acci

d en ta ls , n o r th e  p rim ary  o b jec tiv e  o f p ro g ress  w ith  

th e  seco n d ary  o r in term ed ia te o b jec tiv es , n o r b u n 

d le  to g e th e r  in  o n e  v ag u e  im ag e  th e  p erm an en t w ith  

th e  tran s ito ry ; o r, to  b e  m o re  sp ec ific , le t y o ur d efi

n itio n  o f p ro g ress c lea rly  p o in t o u t th e  g o a l w h ich  

w ill p u t m en in p o ssess io n n o t m ere ly o f a ll th e  

co m fo rts an d  en jo y m en ts o f th e b o d y , w h ich  y o u  

k no w  it n ev er  d o es , b u t w ill b rin g  co n ten tm en t an d  

g en u in e h ap p in ess to th e so u l. P ro ceed , M o d ern  

T h o u g h t,  d efin e  p ro g ress!”

F ro m  su ch lo g ica l rig o r an d ex ac tin g p rec is io n  

M o dern T h o u g h t w ill fin d  o n ly o n e escap e , if it 

d o es n o t ch an g e  its  m en ta l w ay s, an d  th a t escap e , I  

fea r, is n o t a  v ery  h o n o rab le  o n e . It is to  d en y  rea 

so n ’s p o stu la te s an d  h is to ry ’s fac ts . It is to  d en y  

th a t m an  w as  a lw ay s  m an ; th a t m an  h as  a  so u l; th a t 

th e re can  b e an y  ce rtitu d e ab o u t a s ta rtin g  p o in t,  

a w ay  an d  a g o a l. It is to  d en y  th a t th e m ate ria l  

en jo ym ents  o f life  a re  an y th in g  d iffe ren t fro m  th e  
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ab id in g  h ap p in ess o f m an . It is to  d en y  th a t th e re  

is an  e tern a l h erea fte r. A s a la st d esp era te re so rt,  

it is to  flip pan tly ev ad e th e q u estio n s it w ill n o t  

an sw er an d  p lay  o n  h is ch a llen ger its u su a l u n w o r

th y  tr ick  o f say in g , "O h , y o u  a re a S ch o lastic  an d  

m u st b e  q u ib b lin g !” A n d  so  p o o r  M o d ern  T h o u g h t  

w ill lo v e its d ark n ess, w ill h u g its co m fo rts , w ill 

c lin g  to  its co n trad ic tio n s, w ill g lo ry  in  its "cease 

le ss ch an g es”— an d  co n tin u e  to  ta lk  to  itse lf ab o u t 

"P ro g ress ,”  lik e an  id io t.

M ay  I  n o w , k in d  lis ten e rs , su g g est fo r  y o u r  in te l

lec tua l so lace , th a t th e re  is in  fac t a  real p ro g ress, a  

p ro g ress  v erified  in  th e  liv es  o f  m en ; a  p ro g ress th a t 

d o es s ta rt fro m  a d efin ite p o in t k n o w n w ith  ce r

ta in ty , co n tin u es a lo n g  an  eq u a lly  w ell-k n o w n  an d  

g u aran teed  co u rse , an d  en d s a t a su re ly -d e te rm in ed  

g o a l? A n d  m ay  I fu rth e r su g g est th a t th is en tire  

co u rse  o f p ro g ress , fro m  s tart to  fin ish , h as always 

b een u n d ers to o d b y m en an d v erified w ith in th e  

life -sp an  o f co u n tle ss h u m an  b e in gs? A n d m ay  I  

fin a lly  rem in d y o u th a t th is id ea o f p ro g ress , fa r  

fro m  h av in g  b een  lo s t in  th e  co u rse  o f th e  cen tu ries  

o n ly  to  b e  d isco v ered b y  M o d ern  T h o u g h t,  h as  ev er  

b een  th e  treasu red  p o ssess io n o f  a  h ig h ly  in te llec tu a l 

in s titu tion — th e  sam e w h ich  ex h ib its so  p en e tra tin g  

an d  p rac tica l an  u n d ers tan d in g  o f  c iv iliza tio n , cu l

tu re , an d  sc ien ce ; an d  th a t th e  id ea  o f p ro g ress h as  

b een  m o st th o ro u g h ly an a ly zed  b y  th e  in te llec t o f  

th a t in s titu tio n , m o st c lea rly  d efin ed , an d  u n rem it

tin g ly ap p lied to h u m an life u n d er th e u n seein g  

ey es o f  M o d ern  T h o u g h t?

I m ay , th en , p au se  to  say  th a t h u m an  p ro g ress , in  

its essen tia l, u n ive rsa l an d v erifiab le m ean in g , h as  

fro m  tim e  im m em o ria l a lw ay s  b een  co n ce iv ed  to  b e  

the growth of man’s life towards the perfection of 

bis end, o r, to  p u t it m o re  sp ec ifically , th e increas
ing conformity of man’s faculties, his mind and will
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in particular, -with the primary end of his existence, 
which is the possession of the highest Truth and 

Good, and also the standard of all his actions and 

the essence of his ultimate and permanent happi
ness. E v ery  ch an g e , th e re fo re , w h ich  lead s a m an  

to w ard s th is p erfectio n m ark s p ro g ress; ev ery  

ch an g e th a t lead s h im  aw ay  fro m  it m ark s re tro 

g ress io n . T h is ap plie s b o th  to  in d iv id ua l m en an d  

to so c ia l g ro u p s , as w ell as to th o se a tta in m en ts  

w h ich co n stitu te tru e c iv ilization an d cu ltu re .  

H en ce, a  m an  w h o  g ro w s  in  w ealth  an d  b o d ily  co m 

fo rt, b u t is sp iritu a lly  an d  m o ra lly  b an k ru p t, is n o t  

rea lly  p ro g ressin g , s in ce h e is n o t m o v in g  to w ard s  

th e  T ru e  an d  th e  G o o d  w h ich  w ill m ak e  h im  h ap p y  

an d , th e re fo re , p erfec t. S im ila rly , a  n a tio n  w h ich  

g ro w s in  b an k s , fac to rie s, b rid g es , rad io s an d  a ll th e  

ex te rn a ls o f a u tilita rian cu ltu re , b u t a t th e sam e  

tim e w itn esses th e rise o f c rim e  an d  c rim in a ls an d  

g ig an tic  frau d s b ecau se it is s ink in g  in  m o ra ls an d  

sp iritu a l id ea ls , can n o t b e  sa id  to  b e p ro g ressin g  in  

th e b est sen se o f th e w o rd ; in fac t, th a t n a tio n  is  

d ec lin in g .

P ro g ress, th en , can b e tru ly  p red ica ted o f m en , 

w h en  th e re  is v erifiab le  in  fac t, an d  n o t in  th eo ry , a  

ch an g e  fo r  th e  b e tter  in  a ll th e  p lan es  o f  th e ir  ac tiv 

ity  an d  esp ec ia lly  in  th o se p lan es w h ich to u ch th e  

m arro w  o f  th e  h u m an  so u l, b rin g in g  p eace  to  it an d  

co m p en sa tio n fo r th e tro ub le o f liv in g . B u t th is  

p eace  o f  so u l is n o t to  b e  th o u g h t o f  ex cep t it re s ts  

o n  th e  firm  co n v ictio n  th a t a  m an  h as reached  o r is  

ap p ro ach in g  a d efin ite ly  k n o w n  en d , w h ich in  th e  

la s t an a ly s is is th e  d o in g  o f G o d ’s w ill^ t T h a t, an d  

n o  o th e r, is th e  m easu re an d  s tand ard  o f tru e an d  

h is to ric p ro g ress , an d th a t is th e id ea o f p ro g ress  

w h ich is ex p ressed in th e s im p le w o rds o f th e  

an sw ers g iv en to  th e firs t q u estio n s o f th e P en n y  

C atech ism , w h ere it is ask ed : "W h o m ad e y o u ?”  
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an d an sw ered , "G o d m ad e m e” ; "W h y d id G o d  

m ak e y o u ?” "G o d m ad e m e to k n o w , lo v e an d  

se rv e H im  in th is w o rld in o rd er to b e fo rev er  

h ap p y  w ith  H im  in  th e  n ex t.”

T h e b asic d ifficu lty  w h ich m ate ria listic th eo ris ts  

o n  P ro g ress  h av e  n o t su ccessfu lly  m et h as b een  th a t 

o f fin d in g  a  s tan dard  o r a co m m o n  m easu re  w h ich  

rem ain s co n stan t am id a ll th e v ary in g acc id en ta ls  

o f tim e an d  p lace . A ll th e ir s tan d ard s an d g o a ls  

h av e  b een  m ate ria l h ea lth  an d  w ealth  an d  co m fo rt, 

an d  m ate ria l s tan d ard s sa tis fy  o n ly  th e le sse r p u r 

p o ses o f m an ’s n a tu re an d th a t b u t p artia lly an d  

im p erfectly . P la in ly , th en , in  o rd er to  u n d ers tan d  

an d p ro p erly estim ate th e  év a lu e o f th in g s , o r th e  

s ig n ifican ce  o f  h u m an  ev en ts in  te rm s o f p ro g ress , 

w e  m u st h ave  a  n o rm  o th e r  th an  th e  sh ifting  o n e  se t 

b y  th e  acc id en ts o f  p articu la r s itu atio n s . In  o th e r  

w o rd s , w e m u st d is tin g u ish  th e essen tia l fro m  th e  

p reca rio u s s ig n s o f p ro g ress, p articu la rly  w h en  th e  

p reca rio u s is v ery  v o lu m in o u s , n o isy  an d  im po sin g . 

If th is b e so , th e fix ed  n o rm  b y  w h ich  w e a re to  

estim a te a rig h t an y  c iv iliza tio n  o r th e p ro g ress o f  

an y  m an , is th e  d ig n ity  an d  w o rth  o f  h u m an  n a tu re  

as a c rea tu re o f an  in te lligen t G o d  an d as d estin ed  

to  re tu rn  to  G o d .

In  th is h u m an  n a tu re th e re is a co n stan t fac to r  

an d  a lso  a v ariab le fac to r w h ich  a llo w s o f p ro g res 

s ive  p erfec tio n . T h e  h is to rica lly  v erifiab le  co n stan t  

fac to r  is th e  su b stan tia l h u m an  co m p o un d  o f b o d y  

an d  ra tio n a l so u l. T h e  v ariab le fac to r is th e fac 

u ltie s w ith  w h ich  m an is en d o w ed , w h ich a re th e  

d irec t so u rces o f h is ac tiv itie s , w h ich d iffe r fro m  

m an  to  m an  in  p o w er an d  flex ib ility , an d  w h ich  a re  

su scep tib le o f b e in g  in d e fin ite ly  p erfec ted  b y  th e ir  

p ro p er  ed u catio n  an d  b y  th e ir co n stan t ap p lica tio n  

to th e ir p ro p er o b jec t. T h is co n stan t h u m an  

n a tu re , th e re fo re , ex erc is in g its in d e fin ite ly p er-
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fec tib le facu ltie s u p o n  th e ir p ro p er o b ject an d in  

acco rd an ce w ith  th e n a tu ra l law  o f th e ir b e in g , is 

o rien ta ted an d g rav ita te s to w ard s its la st en d o r  

g o a l w h ich is th e u ltim a te m easu re o f p ro g ress , 

fru c tifie s in  a g o o d life n o w  an d  in  e te rn a l h ap p i

n ess  h erea fte r.

B y  th is s tan d ard  a  c iv iliza tio n  s tan ds h ig h  an d  is  

tru ly  p ro g ress iv e , w h en  it co -o rd in a tes th e  essen tia l 

asp ira tio n s o f th e in d iv id u a l an d  o f co llec tiv e life ; 

w h en it rea lizes an  ad eq u a te m easu re o f tem p o ra l 

w elfa re ; w h en  it re s ts  o n  a n o rm al o rg an iza tio n  o f  

th e fam ily , th e  s ta te  an d  o th e r so c ia l g ro u p s; w h en  

it a llo w s fu ll d ev e lo p m en t to  a h arm o nio u sly  b a l

an ced cu ltu re ; ab o v e a ll, w h en its m o rality an d  

re lig io n fo s te r m en ’s id eals, sen tim en ts an d em o 

tio n s , g iv in g th e frees t o p p o rtun ity to in d iv id u a l 

v irtu e  an d  so c ia l ju s tice .

F ro m  th ese  co n sid e ra tio n s  w e a lso  in fer th a t rea l 

p ro g ress is essen tia lly  co n se rv ativ e  o f  th e  g a in s m ad e  

b y it, an d essen tia lly p o sitiv e . C ease less ch an g e  

w ith o u t co n so lid a tio n o f g a in s m ad e , ju s t p ass ing  

fro m  o n e p o sitio n  to  an o th e r, is th e v ery  n eg a tio n  

o f p ro g ress . F o r p ro g ress d o es n o t co n sis t in ev er  

ab an d o n in g th e o ld  « an d ad v an c in g to th e n ew , 

p ro g ress  d ev o urin g  p ro g ress, h u m an ity  in  p erp e tu a l  

ch ase  o f  its  o w n  ta il. P ro g ress  is m ad e  p o ssib le  o n ly  

b y  re ta in in g  th e  b asis estab lish ed  an d  th en  ad v an c 

in g th e re fro m — ffvetera novis augere” It is co n 

tin u an ce  in  g ro w th  an d  p erm an en ce  o f  id en tity .

It w o u ld  b e  w aste  o f  tim e  fo r  m e  to  rem in d  y o u ,  

g o o d F rien d s , th a t m ate ria l p ro g ress o f itse lf co n 

tr ib u tes v ery  little e ith e r to  th e p erfec tio n  o f th e  

h ig h er  m an  o r to  h is  ea rth ly  h ap p in ess , s in ce  ex p eri

en ce  to o  w ell p ro v es th a t co n cu p iscen ce is lim itle ss  

an d  th a t h u m an  n eed s g ro w  fa s te r th an  th e  m ean s  

o f sa tis fy ing th em . W h at is m o re im p o rtan t to  

n o te  is th a t th is  p u re ly  m ate ria l p ro g ress— g o o d , o f  
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co u rse , in its o w n o rd er, b u t d efin ite ly o f a lo w  

o rd er— p u ts c iv iliza tio n  face  to  face  w ith  a  d is tin c t 

d an g er, an d  th a t, ex cep t it b e h e ld  in  b a lan ce an d  

p ro p o rtio n  b y  sp iritu a l p ro g ress , it th ro w s h u m an  

life  o ff  its  h in ges  an d  p laces in  its  h an d s m o re  e ffec

tiv e  m ean s o f m isch ie f— a fac t w h ich  w e n eed n o  

ex trao rd in ary p o w ers o f o b se rv a tio n in o rd er to  

v erify . Y et, ev en  w h en  p u rsu ed  in  d u e  su b o rd in a 

tio n  to  h ig h er  en d s , th e  q u est o f  th e  co n v en ien ces  o f  

life  n ev er  a tta in s  its g o a l in  an y  m an ’s life tim e , s in ce  

th a t p u rsu it  w ill n o t cease  till th e re  is  n o  m o re  ro o m  

fo r in v en tion an d d isco v ery , n o m o re w o rld s to  

co n q u er in  th e  m atte r  o f  th e  co m fo rts  o f  life . B u t 

it is a p ro o f  o f th e  g en u in e  ch arac te r o f th e  h ig h er 

an d  essen tia l p ro g ress o f m an , viz., a  m o ra lly  g o o d  

life , th a t it m ay  b e  ach iev ed  w ith in  th e  d u ra tio n  o f  

each  m an ’s life tim e . T h a t essen tia l g o a l, th e re fo re , 

w as as m u ch w ith in each m an ’s reach w h en th e  

h u m an race w as fifty  y ears o ld , as n o w — A n n o  

D o m in i 1 9 3 3 . T h is is p ro g ress fo r a ll— th e p ro g 

re ss o f  co m m o n  sen se .

W h en  M o d ern  T h o u g h t te lls u s th a t it is im p o s

s ib le to fix a g o a l o f p ro g ress a tta in ab le b y a ll 

b ecau se th e re is n o  ag reem en t as to  a s tan d ard  o f  

v a lu es ab o u t w h at is g o o d , b e tte r, an d  b est, w e  s im 

p ly  say  to  M o d ern  T h o u g h t: "G o od  s ir , y o u  h av e  

n o t su ffic ien tly s tu d ied th e th o u g h ts an d w ay s o f  

m en . Y o u h av e m istak en ab n o rm alitie s fo r n o r

m alitie s , ex cep tion s fo r ru les, p erv e rs io n s fo r  

o b se rv an ces . T h e  id eas  an d  th e  w o rd s 'g o o d ,’ 'b ad , ’ 

'v irtu o u s, ’ 'w ick ed ,’ 'ju s t’ an d 'u n ju st ’ o ccu r in  

ev ery  lan g u ag e u n d er th e su n , w ritten  o r u n w rit

ten , an c ien t o r  m o d ern . T h e  m an d ates  o f  th e  D ec 

a log u e  a re  th e  law  o f  n a tu re  w ritten  in  th e  h earts  o f  

a ll m en , an d  a ll m en  h av e  p ro g ressed  th e  su re r an d  

th e fa s te r, th e c lo ser th ey cam e to its p erfec t 

o b se rv an ce . F u rth e rm o re , M o d ern T h o u g h t, y o u  
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th o u g h tle ss ly ig n o re th e R ev e la tio n  o f S crip tu re . 

R ead th a t b o o k w ith  o p en m in d . It w ill c la rify  

y o u r n o tio ns ab o u t th e g o o d  an d  th e b ad , an d , in  

co n seq u en ce , rev ea l to y o u th e g o a l o f p ro g ress .”

A n d  w e m ig h t a lso , g o o d  F rien d s , rem ind  M o d 

e rn  T h o u g h t th a t th e re  is an  an c ien t an d  v ery  w ise  

in s titu tio n a ll a ro u n d  u s. It co v ers th e w o rld . It  

h as  th e  ex p erien ce  o f  tw en ty  cen tu rie s . It h as  d ea lt 

m o st in tim a te ly w ith m en — a ll k in ds o f m en , 

w o m en  an d  ch ild ren , cu ltu red  an d  u n cu ltu red , c iv 

ilized  an d  sav ag e , rich  an d  p o o r, learn ed  an d  ig n o 

ran t, in  g o o d  h ea lth  an d  o n  b ed s o f p a in . S h e h as  

h eard  th e la s t w o rd s o f d y in g  m en , lo o k ed d eep ly  

in to  th e ir th o u g h ts , ex p lo red  th e ir co n scien ces , an d  

s till d o es . S h e k n o w s, as n o  o th e r in s titu tion  d o es, 

ex ac tly w h at m en th in k ab o u t th e d iffe ren ce  

b e tw een  g o o d  an d  ev il, an d  ab o u t th e  s tan d ard  b y  

w h ich  th ey  ju d g e p ro g ress o r its o p p o site .

W h en  P ro fesso r  B u ry  an d  M o d ern  T h o u g h t w ith  

h im  asse rt th a t th e id ea o f P ro g ress is q u ite a  

m o d ern  n o tion , w e a re su re th a t th ey  can  o n ly  b e  

sp eak in g  o f th e ir o w n  p articu la r n o tio n (a lth o u g h  

w e  d o  n o t as y e t rea lly  k n o w  w h at th a t m ay  b e), 

o r, w h at is m o re  p ro b ab le , th a t th ey  h av e  n o t read  

an d q u o ted a ll th a t th e an c ien ts h av e sa id ab o u t 

th e  m atte r. A n d , as fo r th e w o rd "p ro g ress” n o t  

o ccu rrin g  in  th e ir  lite ra tu re , m ay  I  m ak e  th e  s im p le  

o b se rv a tio n th a t it m ak es ex ceed in g ly  little d iffe r

en ce  w h at is th e p ecu lia r co lo r o f th e tag  m ark ing  

an  o b jec t p ro v id ed th a t th e o b jec t is th e re . T h e  

n u m b er o f a h o u se d o es n o t m ak e th e h o u se , n o r  

d o es its ab sen ce rem ov e th e h o u se . T h e H eb rew  

p ro p h e ts an d th e C h ris tian w riters p ro fess io n a lly  

d ea lt w ith  th e  tru e  p ro g ress o f m an  an d  d esc rib ed  

th a t rea lity  in  m an y  w ay s, ev en th o u g h  th ey  d id  

n o t u se  M o d ern  T h o u g h t’s v erb a l sy m b o l fo r it.

W h o , o n  read in g  th e  O ld  T estam en t w ith  in te l-
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lig en ce , can  fa il to  b e im p ressed  w ith  th e  m ean in g  

o f th e  p an o ram a  u n fo ld ed  fro m  th e  firs t to  th e  la st  

p ag e  o f  th e  S acred  B o o k s, w h ere in  w e  see  th e  o rig in , 

th e  u n ity , th e  d estin y  o f th e  h u m an  race so c lea rly  

la id  b are  ! W h at can  th e  p ro p h e ts  h av e  m ean t w h en  

th ey rep resen ted D iv in e W isd o m as g iv in g th e  

w h o le life o f m an u n ity  o f d irec tio n an d a g o a l 

d esp ite  th e  ab erra tio n s an d  w icked n ess o f m en , an d  

w h en  th ey  ap p o in ted  as  th e  u ltim a te  en d  o f  m an  th e  

rea liza tion o f th e K in g d o m  o f G o d b y m ean s o f  

th e re lig io u s-m o ra l p erfec tio n o f h u m anity , an d  

p o in ted o u t, fu rthe rm o re , th a t th e fav o r o f G o d  

d ep en d s a lto g e th e r o n p erso n a l an d so c ia l rig h t

eo u sn ess?

A n d w h at can C h ris t h av e m eant w h en H e  

en jo in ed u p o n  m en to  "S eek  first th e  K in g d o m  o f  

G o d  an d  H is ju s tice , an d  a ll o th e r th in g s y o u  n eed  

sh a ll b e ad d ed u n to y o u” ? O r, w h en H e ask ed , 

"W h at d o th  it p ro fit a m an  if h e g a in th e w h o le  

w o rld  an d  su ffe r th e lo ss o f h is o w n  so u l?” W h at 

d id C h ris t h av e in  m ind  w h en H e tau g h t th a t th e  

K in g d om  o f H eav en , th e  g o a l o f m an ’s p ro g ress , is  

to  g ro w  in  th e  liv es o f  m en  as a  m u sta rd  seed  g ro w s  

in to  a tree , o r as th e seed w h ich fa llin g o n  g o o d  

g ro u n d b rin g s fo rth fru it a th irty -fo ld , a s ix ty 

fo ld an d a h u n d red -fo ld ? A n d co u ld M o d ern  

T h o u g h t h av e  p o ssib ly  m issed  th e  im p o rt o f  C h ris t’s  

m o st d y n am ic co m m an d , "B e y o u  p erfec t as y o u r  

h eav en ly  F a th er  is p erfec t?”  T ru e  C h ris tian ity ,  tak 

in g fro m  C h ris t ’s o w n *  h an d th e lu m in o u s to rch  

th a t lig h ts th e w ay to th e g o a l o f p ro g ress , h as  

tau g h t, an d  s till teach es , th a t w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  G o d , 

m an m ay im p ro v e h im se lf w ith o u t lim it in th is  

w o rld , an d  th a t fro m  it h e  m ay  p ass o n  to  th e  s till 

g rea te r  an d  u n en d in g  an d  u n ch an g in g  h ap p in ess  o f  

L ife E v erlastin g .

W e  lo se o u r b rea th  in  am azem en t w h en M o d ern
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T h o u g h t d em and s  o f  u s to  accep t its  v erd ic t to  th e  

e ffec t th a t th e m en o f th e M id d le A g es h ad  sm all 

id ea o f P ro g ress , b ecau se th ey le ft ev ery th in g to  

P ro v id en ce , an d , ab so rb ed in th e ex p ec ta tio n o f  

life to co m e, m ad e little e ffo rt to im p ro v e th e ir  

co n d itio n  o n  ea rth . H ere  w e  m u st b eseech  M o d ern  

T h o u g h t to  ab an d o n  its o ld  d o d g e  o f q u o tin g  a t u s  

o n ly  as m u ch  as seem s to  p lead  its p o o r cau se an d  

o f o m ittin g th e la rg er p o rtio n th a t b e lie s its  

assu m p tio n s .

K in d  F rien d s , tim e  d o es n o t p erm it m e to  q u o te  

th e  tex ts , b u t in  w h at I h av e  sa id  b y  w ay  o f  a d efi

n itio n  o f th e  id ea o f  p ro g ress , I h av e d o n e  n o t a  jo t 

m o re th an  to  se t b efo re y o u , im p erfec tly  en o u g h ,  

th e  v ery  id ea  o f  p ro g ress w h ich  an y  o n e , w h o  is free  

fro m  h is  o w n  p ecu lia r th eo ry , m ay  g a th e r fro m  th e  

th o u g h t o f ea rly C h ris tian ity an d o f th e M id d le  

A g es, fro m  an  in te llig en t s tu d y  o f th e G o sp e ls, o f  

S a in t A u g u stin e ’s  City of God, esp ec ia lly  th e  tw en 

ty -fo u rth  ch ap te r o f th e tw en ty -seco n d b o o k , o f  

th e Commonitorium o f V in cen t o f L erin s , o f th e  

Mirror of Instruction o r th e Speculum Doctrinale 

o f  V in cen t o f B eau v a is , o f th e Summa o f T h o m as  

A q u in as , an d  fro m  a w id e s tu d y  o f h is to ry . It is  

th e o n ly  id ea o f p ro g ress w h ich  th e  co m m o n sen se  

o f m an k in d  u n d ers tan d s , an d  it is a lso th e id ea o f  

p ro g ress w h ich ev en th e m o d ern m an b eg in s to  

u n d ers tan d th e m o m en t h e lo o k s ab o u t h im  an d  

w itn esses h u n g er am id  p len ty , p o v erty  in  th e  m id st 

o f w ealth , c ru e l su ffe rin g in  th e m id st o f in v en 

tio n s , m u rd er an d  rap in e  in  th e  m id st o f  law , m ad 

n ess in  th e m id st o f sp eed , d esp a irin g  u n h ap p in ess  

in  th e  m id st o f  rev elry .

M o d ern T h o u g h t n eed s so re ly to g o to sch o o l, 

an d  to  a  sch o o l o f  c lear  th in k in g . I  can  reco m m en d  

n o  b e tte r sch o o l th an  th a t w h o se sp ec ia l an d  tra 

d itio n a l s tu d y is th a t o f P ro g ress; a sch o o l w h ich  
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h as b een d iv in e ly  co m m issio n ed to  teach  a ll m en ; 

th e sch o o l w h ich is in to u ch w ith H eav en an d  

ea rth ; w h ich  sees th e  u n iv e rse  in  its g ran d  to ta lity , 

an d  m an  in  th e  p ersp ec tiv e  o f  h is o rig in  an d  o f h is  

en d ; th e sch o o l w h ich u n d ers tan d s m an so w ell 

b ecau se  sh e tak es h im  as G o d  m ad e h im  an d  n o t as  

m an  d efo rm s  h im ; th e  sch o o l w h ich  is ce rta in  o f  th e  

p o in t w h ere  m an  b eg in s  h is  m arch  in  life  an d  o f  th e  

p o in t w h ere  th a t m arch  en d s , an d  is  eq u a lly  su re  o f  

th e  w ay  w h ich  jo in s b o th  p o in ts ; th e  sch o o l, fin a lly , 

w h ich  is ab le to  te ll ev ery  m an , a t an y  s tage  o f  h is  

jo u rney , w h eth e r h e is g o in g fo rw ards o r b ack 

w ard s.

W ith a c lea r k n o w led g e , th e re fo re , o f a ll th ese  

essen tia ls, th e  o ld  w ise  teach er an d  frien d  rev ea ls  to  

ev ery  m an  th e  en tire  len g th  o f  th e  co u rse  to  b e  ru n ; 

sh e p o in ts o u t to  h im  th e g lo rio u s su m m it to b e  

g a ined ; th en  sh e  p u ts  h im  o n  th e  su re  w ay  w ith  h er  

b less in g , an d , w ith  th e assu rin g to n e  o f th e v o ices  

th a t sen t Jo an  o f A rc o n to  h er m issio n , sh e b id s  

ev ery  m an , "G o , ch ild  o f  G o d , g o !”
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