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au th o r. E q u a lly  o u g h t it to  b e  read  w ith  in te res t b y  an y  p rie s t co n cern ed  w ith  

th e  s tud en t ’s p o in t o f v iew  reg a rd in g  the  p ro b lem s fac in g  C h ris tian  b e lie f o n  

the cam p u s o f a co n se rv a tiv e , n o n -C a th o iic u n iv e rs ity  su ch as Y ale . B u t 

w eig h in g  th e  au th o r ’s co n c lu s io n s , c ritic ism s, am i in te rp re ta tio n  so le ly  in  th e  

lig h t o f th e  b o o k  o ffe rs so m eth in g  o f a  p ro b lem .

F irs t o f a ll, it is  v ery  m u ch  o f  a  d eb a te r ’s b rief an d  h as b o th  th e  s tren g th  an d  

w eak n e ss o f su ch a p resen ta tio n . A n o b v io u sly co m p e ten t jo u rn a list an d  

d ia lec tic ian , th e  au th o r h as  se t h im se lf a  th esis  w h ich h e  a rg u es  fo rcefu lly  an d  

p ersu as iv e ly . Y et to assen t u n rese rv ed ly to h is g en era l co n c lu sio n s an d  

in d ic tm en ts  o n e  m u st assu m e  th a t th e  in s tan ces  c ited  a re  ty p ica l an d  u n iv ersa l. 

N o w  w h ile  th is  reviewer's own experience and informat ion w o u ld in c lin e h im  

to  ag ree  w ith  th e  au th o r ’s co n c lu s io n s o n re lig io n a t h a le , s till th e d eb ater 's  

tech n iqu e  leav es h im  so m ew h a t w ary  o f g iv in g  u n q u a lified  accep tance  to  th e  

b o o k ’s p resen ta tio n  o f th e  case . A g ain  th e  in ten tio n a l re stric tio n  o f th e  o b jec t 

o f th e  au th o r ca lls fo r so m e  re se rv a tion s . T h e  th es is p resen ted is th is : D o es 

Y ale U n iv ers ity ac tu a lly  teach w h at its a lu m n i w an t an d w h at its o w n tra

d itio ns  ca ll fo r? T h e  an sw er o f th e au th o r is an em p h a tic n eg ativ e , an d  th e  

a rg u m en ts  a re  m arsh a lled  acco rd in g ly . T h u s, h e d o es n o t ju d g e  th e  co n cre te  

s itu a tio n  a t Y ale  in  te rm s  o f  th e  o b jec t o f  ed ucat  io n  o r  o n  an y  g en eral  p rin cip les  

o f ed u ca tio n  b u t o n ly  in  te rm s  o f Y ale  U n iv ers ity  itse lf . T h e  re su lt is  a  fam ily  

b o o k  ab o u t Y ale , b y  a  Y ale m an , p rim arily  fo r Y ale  m en . F in a lly , w h ile  th e  

a lu m n i sh o u ld  h av e  a  rea l v o ice  in  th e  d estin ie s  o f th e ir A lin a M ater, th e  d e

c is iv e  v o ice ca lled fo r b y M r. B u ck ley  is n o t o n ly  a rg uab le b u t can b eco m e  

v ery  d an gero u s  to  the  w h o le  ed u ca tio n a l p ro cess .

T h e la s t c ritic ism  is an esp ec ia lly se rio u s o n e . It co n cern s th e au th o r ’s 

case  ag a in st w h at h e  d escrib es  as “co llec tiv ist eco n o m ics .” S o  s tren u o u s  is  h is 

o p p o sitio n  to  th e  in cu lca tio n  o f th e  so c ia l o b lig a tio n s  o f th e  s ta te  an d  so a rd en t 

h is  ch am p io n in g  o f th e  laissez faire eco n o m ic th eo ry 7 th a t h e  d isto rts  h is w h o le 

case .

It m ay  ap p ear  to  m an y  th a t th is  rev iew  h as  o v er-em p h asized  th e  d efic ien c ies 

o f M r. B u ck ley ’s  b o o k . P erh ap s  th is  is  tru e , b u t th e  em p h asis  is  fo r p u rp o ses  o f 

g u ard in g  C ath o lics ag a in s t an u n critica l u sag e o f its ch arg es . F or th e  h o o k  

m ak es  a  n u m b er  o f  ex ce llen t p o in ts  an d  m ak es  th em  e ffec tiv e ly , an d  o n e  read ily  

fin d s  h im se lf in  sy m p a th y  w ith m an y  o f th e  au th o r ’s  s tric tu res . T h e  an a ly s is, 

fo r ex am p le , o f th e h ig h ly am b ig u o u s “acad em ic freed om ” as p rac ticed in 

c ited  in stan ces  is  illum in a ting  an d  frig h ten in g . W h atev er b e  th e  v a lid ity  o f  th e  

g en era l in d ic tm en t, th e  case  h is to rie s m ak e  it c lea r  th a t it is  a ll to o  o ften  lo ad ed  

in  fav o r  o f an ti-re lig io u s  o p in ion s  an d  a ttack s . S im ila rly , it is  co g en tly  a rg u ed  

th a t d esp ite  m u ch  ca ta lo g u e  em p h asis , re lig io n  is n ev er co n ce iv ed  as  an  en d  in 

itse lf . It is c lea r th a t w h en  re lig io n  en te rs in to  ed u ca tion  it is as  a  s tep -ch ild  

an d  n ev er as  an  eq u a l. W h atev er in te llec tu a l s ta tu s  it d o es  h av e  is b y  w ay  o f 

b e ing  a  re s tric ted  g ift fro m  th e  o th e r d ep artm en ts  an d  n ev er b y  its o w n  righ t. 

F o r  th ese  an d  m an y  lik e  reaso n s  th e  b o o k  o u g h t to  b e  read . Y et it o u g h t to  b e 

u sed  w ith  cau tio n  fo r it is h ig h ly  co n tro v ersia l an d  is  co n cern ed  fac tu a lly  o n ly  

w ith  Y ale  U n iv ersity . A n  in ju d ic io u s em p lo y m en t o f it as  a  g en era l p o lem ica l 

w eap o n  w o u ld  b e  a  d isse rv ice  to  C ath o lic ism  an d  in  th e  lo n g  ru n  to  th e  au th o r.

E u g e n e  M . B u r k e , C .S .P .



DANGERS TO FAITH WITHIN THE CHURCH

In  a p rev iou s a rtic le it w as p o in ted  o u t th a t C atho lics a re in  

g rea t n eed  o f  a  co rrec t k n o w led g e  o f th e  m ean in g  o f  faith, an d  an  

a ttem p t w as  m ade  to  ex p la in  ex ac tly  th e  n a tu re  o f th e  firs t o f th e  

th ree  th eo lo g ica l v irtu es as th e  C atho lic  C h u rch  u n d ers tand s  it. 1 

It  is  v ery  ev iden t th a t th e  p o ssess io n  o f th is  v irtu e , w itho u t  w h ich  

it is im p o ssib le to  p lease G o d , 2 an d w h ich  is d esig n a ted b y  th e  

C h urch  as “ th e  b eg inn in g  o f m an ’s sa lv a tio n , th e  fo u n d a tio n  an d  

ro o t o f  a ll ju s tifica tio n ,” 3 is  su p rem ely  im p o rtan t. C o n seq u en tly , 

it is a lso  v itally  im p o rtan t th a t th o se  w h o  en jo y  th e  p riv ileg e  o f  

th e tru e fa ith sh a ll p ro tect it fro m  an y in flu en ces th a t m ay  

w eak en  o r d estroy  it; am i to  th is en d C atho lics sh o u ld  b e aw are  

o f th e  ch ief d an g ers to  th e ir fa ith .

It req u ires n o  g reat p ersp icacity  to  rea lize th a t d an g ers to  th e  

fa ith  ab o u n d  a t th e  p resen t  d ay , w h en  th e  sp irit o f th e  w o rld  is  so  

v eh em en tly  an tag o n is tic  to  th e  sp irit o f C h ristian ity . O f co u rse , 

th ese d an g ers differ in th e ir p rec ise n a tu re an d in ten s ity  in  d if

fe ren t lan d s; y e t, it is tru e  to  say  th at th e re is n o  p o rtio n  o f th e  

m o d ern  w o rld  in  w h ich  th e re  a re  n o t c ircu m stan ces  th a t m en ace  

th e fa ith  o f C a th o lics . T h o se w ith  w h ich  w e a re n o w  co n cern ed  

a re  th e  d an g ers  th a t  a re  p reva len t  in  p resen t-d ay  A m erica .

In  g en era l, w e  can  d iv id e  th ese  d an g ers  in to  tw o  c lasses— th o se  

w h ich  co m e fro m  w ith in  th e  C h u rch  an d  th o se  w h ich  co m e fro m  

o u ts id e. W hen w e sp eak  o f d an g ers to  th e fa ith  co m in g fro m  

w ith in  th e  C h u rch , w e  h av e  n o  in ten tio n  o f asc rib ing  th ese  p erils  

to th e C h u rch itse lf , ‘‘th e p illa r an d m ain stay o f th e tru th .” 4 

W e m ean th a t th e re a re  C ath o lic s w h o , e ith e r b y  th e ir co nd u ct  

o r b y  th e ir m en tal a ttitu d e, co n stitu te a  so u rce  o f d an g er to  th e  

fa ith .

In m any  in s tan ces th ey  m ay  b e w h o lly  u n aw are  o f th e  d e tri

m en ta l in flu en ce th ey  a re  ex erc is in g ; b u t th e ir s in ce rity  d o es n o t  

n eu tralize  th e  sp iritu a l h arm  th ey  a re  exertin g  o n  th em se lv es  an d  

th e ir co -re lig io n is ts .

'AER, C X X V I, 3 (M arch , 1 9 5 2 ), 1 9 5 -2 0 3 .
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N o  C ath o lic sh o u ld  b e  scan d a lized  b y  th e fac t th a t d an g ers to  

th e fa ith  can  b e fo u n d  ev en w ith in th e C h u rch itse lf. O u r L o rd  

p red ic ted  th a t th e re  w o u ld  b e  w eed s in te rsp e rsed w ith  th e  w h eat  

in  th e  fie ld th a t H e p ro p o sed as a fig u re o f H is C h u rch .5 T h ere  

h av e a lw ay s b een m em b ers o f th e C h u rch in c lin ed to h eretica l 

v iew s; an d th o u g h so m etim es su ch p erso n s n ev er sev e red th e ir  

co nn ectio n w ith th e b o d y o f th e fa ith fu l— an d d o u b tle ss in  

so m e  in s tan ces  w ere  h o n estly  co n v in ced  th a t th ey  w ere  u p h o ld in g  

th e  g en u in e  teach in g s  o f th e  C h u rch , as  in  th e  case  o f so m e  o f th e  

Jan sen is ts , th e ev il e ffects o f th e ir e rro rs w ere rea l an d far-  

reach in g . S im ilarly , th e re h av e a lw ay s b een so m e ( 'a th o lie s  

w h o se  fa ilu re  to  liv e  u p  to  th e  id ea ls  o f  co n d u c t p rop o sed  b y  th e ir  

C h u rch  h av e  scan d a lized  o the rs ev en  to  th e  ex ten t o f w eak en in g  

o r ev en d estro y in g th e ir su p ern a tu ral fa ith . W e m u st n o t b e  

su rp rised , th ere fo re, to fin d co n d itio n s o f th is n a tu re ex is tin g  

to d ay ; b u t w e  m u st b e  o n  o ur  g u ard  ag ain s t th em .

W e h av e  th e  assu ran ce  o f C h ris t H im self th a t in  sp ite  o f su ch  

ev il in flu en ces , th e fa ith o f H is C h u rch w ill rem ain u n ta in ted  

u n til th e  en d  o f tim e . B u t th is  d o es  n o t ex clu d e  th e  p o ss ib ility  o f  

th e  lo ss  o r  w eak en in g  o f  th e  fa ith  o n  th e  p art o f m an y  in d iv id u al  

m em b ers  o f  th e  C h u rch , as  h is to ry  c lea rly  a tte sts . H en ce , w e  m ay  

n o t  co m p lacen tly  accep t th e  d iv in e  p ro m ise  o f in d e fec tib ility  an d  

in fa llib ility an d assu m e an a ttitu d e o f in d iffe ren ce to w ard th e  

d an g ers th a t th reaten th e fa ith o f C ath o lic s . If w e lo v e th e  

C ath o lic fa ith , w e  sh a ll try  to  b e  a le rt to  a ll th e  in flu en ces th a t 

ten d  to  ex tin g u ish  its lig h t o r to  d im  its lu s tre in o u r o w n so u ls  

an d  in  th e  so u ls o f o u r b re th ren  in  th e  u n ity  o f C ath o lic b e lief. 

T h is  is  p articu larly  th e  d u ty  o f p rie sts  w h o  a re  p ledg ed  to  u p h o ld  

v ig o ro u sly  ev ery  tene t o f th e fa ith  an d  to  p ro tec t th e m em b ers  

o f th e  la ity  fro m  ev ery th in g  th a t w o u ld  ta rn ish  th e  p u rity  o f th is  

su b lim e v irtu e th a t w as  co n fe rred  o n th em  th ro u g h  th e lav er o f  

reg en eratio n .

It is m y  p u rp o se in th is a rtic le to  p o in t o u t so m e so u rces o f  

d an g er to  th e  fa ith  o f o u r C ath o lic  p eo p le  in  th e  U n ited  S tates  a t 

th e p resen t d ay  w ith in th e C h u rch itse lf . N atu rally , I can n o t  

m ak e  m en tio n  o f a ll su ch  d an g ers , y e t I b e lieve  th a t th o se  w h ich  

I sh a ll d esc rib e a re  th e m o st m en acin g  an d  th e  m o st c ruc ia l. I 

sh a ll firs t co n side r th o se w h ich can b e c lass ified as p rac tica l

» Matt., 1 3 :2 4 .
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d an g ers , in  th a t th ey  a rise  fro m  h ab its  o f  co n d u ct, an d  th en  th o se  

w h ich can b e called sp ecu la tiv e fro m  th e fac t th a t th ey a re  

ro o ted  in  a  m en ta l a ttitu d e.

A ll s in fu l h ab its , w h atev e r m ay b e th e ir sp ecific m alice , en 

d an g er th e fa ith o f th e s in n e r. It is tru e , o n ly s in s d irectly  

o p p o sed  to  fa ith  ex p el th is  v irtu e  fro m  th e  so u l, so  th a t o n e m ay  

b e liv in g in h ab itua l s in an d y e t re ta in th e tru e su p ern atu ra l  

v irtu e  o f fa ith  in h is so u l/ ’ P o p e P iu s X II fo u n d  it ad v isab le to  

em p h asize th is tru th in h is E n cy clical Mystici Corporis as a  

rem in d er th a t w e  m ay  n o t co n sid e r th o se  m em b ers  o f th e  C h u rch  

w h o  a re  sep ara ted  fro m  G o d  b y  m o rtal s in  as en tire ly  d ev o id  o f  

su p ern a tu ral life .7 A t th e  sam e  tim e , th e fa ith  o f th e  s in n e r is a  

d ead fa ith , 8 an d acco rd in g ly is fa r m o re su scep tib le to th e  

p ern ic io u s in flu en ce o f g o d lessn ess an d m ate ria lism  th an  is th e  

liv in g fa ith o f th e p erfec t C h ris tian “w h ich w o rk s th ro u g h  

ch arity .” 9 H en ce , C ath o lics  w h o  co n tin u e  fo r m o n th s  an d  y ears  

in  th e  s ta te  o f m o rta l s in  a re  in  real d an g er o f lo s in g  th e ir fa ith . 

A t tim es , it is tru e , w e m eet C ath o lics  w h o  a re  n o tab ly  d efic ien t 

in th e o b se rv an ce o f th e m o ral law , y et s tau n ch ly  p ro tes t th e ir  

lo y a lty  to  th e  C h u rch  an d  th e ir lo v e  fo r its  teach in g s . H o w ev er,  

w h ile w e sh o u ld n o t d erid e th is m an ifes ta tio n  o f fa ith , w e h av e  

g rav e  reason s fo r b e liev ing  th a t it is b ased  o n  a  n a tu ra l sen se o f  

h o n o r ra th e r th an  o n  su p ern a tu ra l m o tiv es .

T h ere  is o n e fo rm  o f s in th a t is esp ec ia lly in ju rio u s to  d iv in e  

fa ith — th e  s in  o f im p urity . T h e  v ery  n a tu re  o f th is  v ice  ten d s to  

cen tre  th e  m in d  o n  b o d ily  p leasu re, an d  h en ce  to  g iv e  th e  s in n e r  a  

lo ath in g  fo r th e  rea litie s  o f th e  su p ern a tu ra l o rd e r th a t co n stitu te  

th e o b ject o f fa ith . A s V an N o o rt ex p resses it: “T h o se w h o  

in d u lg e in im p u rities a re w o n t to h o ld sp iritu al th in g s in d is 

g u st.” 1 0

N o w , w h ile w e re jo ice th a t so m an y C ath o lic s a re lead in g  

ch aste  liv es , w e  can n o t sh u t o u r  ey es  to  th e  fac t th a t m an y  o th e rs  

a re fo llo w in g  th e u n fo rtu n a te tren d  o f th e tim es in th e w ay  o f  

sen su ality . T h e read in g o f in d ecen t lite ratu re , a tten d an ce a t

« DB, 8 3 8 .

7 Mystici Corporis, AAS, 3 5 (1 9 4 3 ), 2 0 3 .

« DB, 8 0 0 .

9 Gal., 5 :6 .

10 De fontibus revelationis (B ussu m , 1 9 20 ), n . 2 8 5 .
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o b scen e p lay s an d m o tio n  p ic tu res , s in fu l lib e rtie s am o n g y o u n g  

p eo p le , illic it lo v e a ffa irs o n th e p art o f m arried p erso n s , an d  

ab ov e a ll th e u se o f co n tracep tion in co n ju g a l life : th ese an d  

s im ilar v io la tio n s o f th e v irtu e o f ch astity , w h ich acco rd in g  to  

S t. P au l sh o u ld n o t ev en b e n am ed am o n g th e fo llow ers o f  

C h ris t,1 1 a re a ll to o co m m o n to d ay in o u r lan d ev en am o n g  

C ath o lic s . C o n seq u en tly it is th e u rg en t d u ty o f p rie s ts , b y  

se rm on s, in s tru c tio n s , an d  esp ec ia lly  exam p le , to  u p h o ld  w ith o u t  

co m p ro m ise th e id ea ls o f p u rity co n stan tly p ro cla im ed b y th e  

C ath o lic C h u rch . W e n eed n o t b e p u ritan ica l in o u i' a ttitud e  

to w ard sex ; b u t o n th e o th e r h an d , w e m ay n o t b eco m e so  

“ lib era l” in  o u r  v iew s (a s u n fo rtu n a te ly  seem s to  h av e b een d o n e  

b y so m e C ath o lic s) as to  re ject th e trad itio n a l C ath o lic in te r

p re ta tio n o f th e s ix th  co m m an d m en t. .A n d it is feas ib le in o u r  

ex p lan a tio n s an d ex h orta tio n s o n th e s ix th co m m an d m en t to  

p o in t o u t th a t s in s o f th e  flesh , b esid es h av in g  th e ir o w n  m alice , 

ex ert a  d estru ctiv e  in flu en ce  o n  th e  v irtu e  o f fa ith . C erta in ly , w e  

h av e ab u n d an t p ro o fs fro m  ex p erien ce th a t freq u en t v io la tio n s  

o f  ch astity  ten d  to  b lin d  th a t p o w er  o f  su p ern atu ra l v is io n  th a t is  

so  essen tia l to  th e  w h o leh ea rted  accep tan ce  o f d iv in e rev ela tio n .

A  m o re  d irect d an g er  to  th e  C ath o lic  fa ith  in  A m erica  to d ay  is  

th e  ev er in c reas in g n u m b er o f m ix ed m arriag es. A  s tu d y  o f th e  

d io cesan rep o rts co n ta in ed  in  th e C ath o lic D irec to ry  w ill rev ea l 

th a t ev en  in  d io ceses w h ich  co n tain  a  la rg e C ath o lic p o p u la tio n  

it is n o t u n u su a l to  fin d th a t m o re th an 20% o f th e m arriag es  

co n trac ted in th e p resen ce o f a p rie st a re m ix ed m arriages .1 2 

In  so m e  d io ceses th at a re n u m erica lly  sm all th e  p ro p o rtio n  is as  

g rea t as  th ree  m ix ed  m arriag es  to  ev ery  m arriag e  o f  tw o  C ath o lic s .

U n d o u b ted ly a m ix ed m arriage is so m etim es an o ccasio n o f  

b rin g in g  th e  n o n -C a tho lic  p arty  in to  th e  C h u rch ; b u t to  say  th a t  

m ix ed m arriag es in g en era l a re a fru itfu l m ean s o f co n v ers io n  

ra th e r th an  a w ay to  lo ss o f fa ith  is d efin ite ly co n trad ic ted b y  

re liab le s ta tistic s . F o r ex am p le , in th e A p ril, 1 9 5 2 , issu e o f  

Social Order, th e  R ev . Jo h n  T h o m as, S .J ., o f  S t. L o u is U n iv ers ity , 

d iscu sses th e fin d in g s fro m  a s tu d y  o f a  larg e  n u m ber of mixed 

m arriag es, an d  rev eals  so m e  s ta rtlin g  ev id ence  o f th e  d ep lo rab le

Ephes., 5 :3 .

’ψ ί sh o u ld  b e  n o ted  th a t th ese  fig u res d o  n o t in c lu d e  th e  la rge  n u m b er o f  

C ath o lic s w h o  en ter an in v a lid m arriag e b efo re a c iv il m ag is tra te o r a n o n 

C ath o lic  c le rg y m an .  
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re su lts  o f su ch  m arita l u n io n s . H e  h as fo u n d th a t fo rty  p ercen t 

o f th e  ch ild ren h av e  e ith er n o t b een b ap tized  as C atho lic s o r a re  

n o t b e in g b ro u g h t u p in th e C ath o lic fa ith . H is s tu d ies h av e  

a lso  led  h im  to  th e  co n clu s io n  th at o n ly  ab o u t fo u r  o r fiv e p ercen t 

o f  th e  n o n -C ath o lic  p artn e rs  a re  co nv erted  d u rin g  th e  m arriag e . 1 3

1 3  “ M ix ed M arriages— S o W h at," in Social Order (S t. L o u is U n iv ersity ), 

1 1 ,4 (A p ril, 1 9 5 2), 1 5 7 .

1 4  C an . 1 0 6 0 . T h e m arriag e o f a C ath o lic w ith an u n b ap tized p erso n is  

lik ew ise fo rb id d en b y  th e C h u rch in C an o n 1 0 7 1 . T h e w o rd s o f P o p e P ius  

X I in th e E n cy c lica l Casti connubii a re  w o rth y  o f n o te : “ It co m es ab o u t n o t 

in freq u en tly , as ex p erien ce sh o w s, th a t d ep lo rab le d efec tio n s fro m  re lig io n  

o ccu r am o n g  the  o ffsp rin g  [o f m ix ed  m arriag es], o r a t leas t a  h ead lo n g  d escen t 

in to  th a t re lig io u s in d iffe ren ce w h ich is c lo se ly a llied to im p ie ty . T h ere is  

a lso to  b e co n sid e red  th a t in these m ix ed m arriag es it b eco m es m uch m o re  

d ifficu lt to  im ita te  b y  a  live ly  co n fo rm ity  o f sp irit th e m y ste ry  o f w h ich w e  

h av e sp o k en , n am ely th a t c lo se u n io n b e tw een C h ris t an d H is C h u rch .”

1 5  C an . 1 0 6 1 .

In  v iew  o f su ch fin d in g s w e m u st reg ard m ix ed m arriag es as  

o n e o f th e g rav est d an g ers a ttack in g th e C ath o lic fa ith fro m  

w ith in th e fold at the present day; and p ries ts  sh o u ld m eet th e  

s itu a tio n  co u rag eo u sly  an d  realis tica lly . T h ey  sh o u ld  freq u en tly  

an n ou n ce to th e ir p eo p le th e law  o f th e C h u rch , so ex p lic itly  

p ro c la im ed in th e C o d e : “T h e C h urch  m o st sev ere ly  an d  ev ery 

w h ere fo rb id s th a t m arriag e  b e  co n trac ted  b e tw een  tw o  b ap tized  

p erson s , o n e o f w h o m  is a C ath o lic , th e o th e r a m em b er  o f an  

h eretica l o r sch ism atic sec t; an d if th e re is d an ger o f th e p er

v ers io n  o f th e C ath o lic  sp o u se an d  o f th e  ch ild ren , th e m arriage  

is fo rb id d en  ev en  b y  d iv in e law .” 1 4

A b o v e  a ll, C ath o lics sh o u ld  b e  in fo rm ed  th a t a  m ix ed  m arriag e  

is n o t ren d ered law fu l, n o r is it lic it to seek a d isp en satio n ,  

m erely b ecau se th e p artie s a re w illin g to m ake th e req u ired  

g u aran tees . In  ad d itio n , th e re  m u st b e  ju s t an d  g rav e  reaso n s  fo r  

th e d isp en satio n .1 5 V ery freq u en tly , th e o n ly reaso n th a t a  

p ries t can  a lleg e  fo r th e  g ran tin g  o f a  d isp en sa tio n  is th e  fear  o f  a  

c iv il m arriag e  if a  C ath o lic  m arriag e cerem o n y  is re fu sed . N o w , 

w h ile th is  is  a  su ffic ien t reaso n  fo r th e  C h u rch  to  g ran t a  d isp en 

sa tio n , o n th e p rin c ip le th a t u n d er th e c ircu m stan ces it is th e  

le sser o f  tw o  ev ils  to  g ran t p erm iss io n  fo r th e  m arriag e , it im p lies  

th a t o n  th e  p art o f th e  co u p le seek in g  th e d isp en sa tio n  th e re is  

n o t a  su ffic ien t m o ra lly  g o o d  reason  fo r th e  m arriage .



4 0 6 T H E  A M E R IC A N  E C C L E S IA S T IC A L  R E V IE W

It is to o la te to d en o u n ce m ix ed m arriages w h en a co u p le  

h av e m ad e u p th e ir m in ds to m arry . B u t in th e teach in g o f  

re lig io n  to  y o u n g  fo lk s in  sch o o ls an d  co lleg es , in  ta lk s to  so d a li

tie s , in p re-C an a co n fe ren ces , a ll p rie s ts sh o u ld ex p lic itly an d  

fearle ss ly p ro c laim  th e C h u rch ’s law  o n th is su b ject, an d th u s  

en d eav o r to  le ssen  th e  g rav e  m en ace to  th e  fa ith  o f o u r C ath o lic  

p eo p le th a t a rises fro m  th e  m arriag e  o f a  m em ber o f th e C h u rch  

w ith  o n e  w h o  is o u ts id e  h er p a le .

W h en  w e tu rn  to  d an g ers  o f th e  sp ecu la tiv e  o rd e r a ris in g  fro m  

m en ta l a ttitu d es  o f  C ath o lics , it  can  sa fe ly  b e  asserted  th a t o n e  o f  

th e  m o st se rio u s  so u rces  o f  su ch  d an g ers  is  a  m isu n d ers tan d in g  o r  

m isin te rp re ta tio n  o f th e fu n d am en ta l C ath o lic d o c trin e: “O u t

s id e th e C h u rch  th e re is n o  sa lv atio n .” It is in d eed  u n fo rtu n a te  

to  m eet C ath o lics  w h o  d o  n o t h esita te  to  d en y  th a t th e C h u rch  

h o ld s th is  d o ctrine . A  recen t b o o k  b y  P ro fesso r Jam es  O ’N eill, 

en titled Catholicism and American Freedom d eserv es h ig h co m 

m en d a tio n fo r its scho larly  re fu ta tio n o f th e ab su rd ch arg es o f  

P au l B lansh ard . Y et, u n fo rtu n a te ly  th e  au th o r, in  o n e p assag e  

is g u ilty  o f an e rro r w h en a fte r c itin g  B lan sh ard ’s rem ark th a t  

“ th e  d o c trine  is  s till o ffic ial th a t o u ts id e  o f  th e  C h u rch  th e re  is n o  

sa lva tio n ”  h e  rem arks “ fo r M r. B lansh ard  to  rep ea t th is  an cien t 

n o n sen se is in ex cu sab le .” 1 6

O f co u rse, th e  in te rp re tatio n th a t M r. B lansh ard  g iv es to  th is  

d o c trin e is in ex cu sab le , an d ap p aren tly  it is to th is th a t M r. 

O ’N eill m ean s to re fer. B u t th e d o c trin e itse lf— “O u ts id e th e  

C h u rch th e re is n o sa lva tio n ”— is s till an a rtic le o f C ath o lic  

fa ith  an d  w ill rem ain  su ch  u n til th e  en d  o f tim e . It m ean s th a t  

th e v is ib le , ex te rn a l so c iety fo u n d ed b y  O u r B lessed L o rd an d  

p res id ed o v er b y  th e su ccesso rs o f S t. P ete r d o w n th ro u g h th e  

cen tu ries is th e n ecessary m ean s fo r th e co m m u n icatio n o f  

san ctify in g  g race  an d  sa lv atio n  to  a ll m an k in d . A  p erso n  w h o  is  

n o t an actu al m em b er o f th is v is ib le so c ie ty , th e C ath o lic  

C h u rch , m ay  in d eed  a tta in  to  salv a tio n  if h is  n o n -m em b ersh ip  in  

th e  C h u rch  is  n o t cu lp ab le ; b u t in  th a t ev en t h e  is  sav ed  th ro u g h  

h is d esire (ev en th o u g h im p lic it) o f a ffilia tio n  w ith th is v is ib le  

so c ie ty . E v en  in  th is  ev en t, h o w ev er, h e  d o es  n o t p artak e  o f th e  

ab u nd an ce  o f  g races  g ran ted  th o se  w h o  a re  p riv ileg ed  w ith  actu a l 

m em b ersh ip . In th e w o rd s o f P o p e P iu s X II, re fe rrin g  to  n o n -

11 Catholicism and American Freedom (H arp e r, 1 9 5 2 ), 2 0 3 .
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C ath o lic s , “E v en th o u g h  u n su sp ec ting ly  th ey  a re re la ted  to  th e  

M y stical B o d y  o f th e R ed eem er in d esire an d re so lu tio n , th ey  

s till rem ain  d ep riv ed o f so m any  p recio u s g ifts an d h e lp s fro m  

h eaven w h ich o n e can en jo y o n ly in th e C ath o lic C h u rch .” 1 7

17 Mystici Corporis, AAS, 3 5 (1 9 4 3 ), 2 4 3 .

*· Humani generis, A A S , 4 2 (1 9 5 0 ), 5 7 1 .

T h e co rrect m ean in g o f th e d o ctrine “O u tsid e th e C h u rch  

th e re is n o  sa lv atio n ” sh o u ld b e c lea rly  ex p la ined to  a ll C ath o 

lic s , fo r u n d o u b ted ly a “w ate red d o w n ” in terp re ta tio n o f th is  

tru th  w ill ten d  to  d im in ish  th e  ap p rec ia tion  o f th e  g reat p riv ileg e  

o f m em b ersh ip  in  th e  o n e tru e  C h u rch  o f Jesu s C h ris t. S o m e o f  

th e  ex p ress io n s th a t h av e b een u sed  to  s ta te th e u n q u estio n ab le  

tru th  th a t o n e  n eed  n o t n ecessarily  b e an actu a l m em b er o f th e  

C h u rch a re v ery in ex ac t an d sh o u ld b e sh u n n ed . S u ch , fo r  

ex am p le, is th e  s ta tem en t th a t fo r sa lv a tio n  it su ffices to  b e lo n g  

to  th e soul o f th e C h urch , as if th ere w ere a sp iritu a l, in v isib le  

en tity en tire ly sep arated fro m  th e v is ib le C h u rch w h ich  is th e  

m ean s  o f m an ’s  sa lv atio n . A g ain , th e  ex pressio n : “T h e  C h u rch  is  

th e ordinary m ean s o f sa lv a tio n ,” sh o u ld b e av o id ed , s in ce it  

im p lie s th a t per accidens o n e  m ay  b e  sav ed  in d ep en den tly  o f th e  

C h u rch . T h ere is o n ly  o n e m ean s o f sa lv atio n in th e p resen t  

o rd er, u n io n  w ith  th e  v is ib le C h u rch  o f C h ris t. H o w ev er, in th e  

case o f th o se w h o se d efec t o f actu a l m em b ersh ip is d u e to  n o  

fau lt o f th e ir o w n , u n io n w ith  th e C h u rch by desire can  su p p ly  

th is  d efic ien cy . B u t th e  C h u rch  in  q u estio n  is  th e  v is ib le , ex tern a l 

so c iety  w h ich  traces  its  o rig in  b ack  to  th e  S o n  o f  G o d , th e  R o m an  

C ath o lic  C h u rch .

T h is ex p lan a tio n o f th e d o ctrine th a t “O u ts id e th e C h u rch  

th e re  is  n o  sa lv atio n ”  sh o u ld  b e  p ro p o sed  to  o u r  p eop le , in s tead  o f  

th e  h eretical assertio n  th a t th e re  is  n o  su ch  d o c trin e . It is  w o rth  

n o tin g th at in th e E n cy clica l Humani generis P o p e P iu s X II  

co m p la in s th a t “ so m e  red u ce  to  a  m ean in g less fo rm u la  th e  n eces 

s ity o f b e lon g in g to th e tru e C h u rch in o rd e r to g a in e tern a l 

sa lv a tio n .” 1 8 T h e  in te rp re ta tio n s  w e h av e  ju s t m en tio n ed  w o u ld  

seem  to  b e in c lu d ed  in th is p ap a l d en u n c iatio n .

A n o th er m en tal a ttitu d e  o f m an y  o f o u r A m erican C ath o lics  

w h ich ten d s to w ard  a  w eak en in g  o f th e ir sp irit o f fa ith  is th e ir  

m isu n d ers tan d in g  o f tolerance. T h ey  fa il to  d is tin g u ish  p ro p erly  

b e tw een th e sen tim en ts th ey sh o u ld b ear to w ard th eir fe llow
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m en o f o th er re lig io u s b e liefs an d th e ju d g m en t th ey sh o u ld  

en terta in to w ard th ese b e liefs th em se lv es . Y et, th e C ath o lic  

teach ing  o n th is p o in t is v ery  c lea r. T o w ard a ll h u m an b e in gs , 

w h atev e r m ay  b e th e ir p articu lar re lig io u s c reed s , w e a re  b o u n d  

to  m an ifes t g en u in e  C h ris tian  ch arity . W e  m u st b e  k in d to  th em  

an d  assis t th em  in  th e ir  n eed s— n o t fro m  m erely  w o rld ly  m o tives, 

b u t b ecau se  th ey  a re actu a lly  o r p o ten tia lly  sh arers  in t h e  d iv in e  

n a tu re . W e sh o u ld p resu m e th a t th o se w h o a re n o t ac tu a l  

m em b ers o f th e tru e C h u rch  a rc sep a rated fro m  C ath o lic co m 

m u n io n  in cu lp ab ly , an d  w e  sh o u ld  p ray  th a t in  C o d 's  m ercy  th ey  

m ay  o n e  d ay  b e  in co rp o ra ted  in to  th e  o n e  fo ld  o l C h ris t.

B u t th is d o es n o t m ean th a t w e m ay b e to leran t o l th e ir  

e rro n eo u s  b e lie fs  in  th e  sen se th a t w e accep t su ch  p o p u la r s lo g an s  

as “ It m ak es  little  d ifferen ce w h at re lig io n  a  p erso n p rac tices, as  

lo n g as h e is s in cere , etc." W e m u st reg ard a ll d iv e rg en ces o f  

re lig io u s d o c trin e as d ep lo rab le v io la tio n s o f th e u n ity  o f fa ith  

w h ich  th e  S o n  o f  G o d  w illed  to  p rev ail am o ng  a ll m en . In fid e lity ,  

h eresy , sch ism — th ese a re a ll trag ic ev ils , an d w e can n o t p ass  

th em  o v er lig h tly  o r  cease  to  p ray  an d  to  lab o r th at th ey  m ay  b e  

e lim in ated , an d  in  th e ir p lace  u n ity  o f  C ath o lic  fa ith  su b stitu ted . 

C ath o lics  sh o u ld  n ev er h esita te  to  s ta te  th a t th ey  s in ce rely  h o p e  

th a t o n e d ay o u r lan d w ill b eco m e C ath o lic— n o t th ro u g h  an y  

co erc io n o r u n ju s t in flu en ce, b u t th ro u g h th e v o lu n tary ac 

cep tan ce  b y  o u r  sep ara ted  b reth ren  o f th e  o n e  tru e  fa ith  in  w h ich  

w e fin d secu rity  an d  p eace.

S om etim es w e h ear th e s ta tem en t th a t n o w ad ay s , s in ce  

C o m m u n ism  is  th e  g rea tes t en em y  o f  re lig io n  an d  c iv iliza tio n , w e  

sh o u ld  fo rg et o u r  d ifferen ces  w ith  P ro tes tan ts  an d  jo in  w ith  th em  

w h o leh ea rted ly in co m b attin g co m m u n is tic p ro p ag an d a. T h is  

asse rtio n  is  n o t to  b e  co m m en d ed . It is tru e , w e a rc  g lad to  w el

co m e p erso n s o f o th e r c reeds in o u r cam p a ign  ag ain s t th e  g o d 

lessn ess an d m ate ria lism  o f C o m m u nism . B u t th at d o es n o t  

m ean th a t w e sh o u ld  n o t co n tin u e to  p o in t o u t, co u rteo u sly  an d  

lo g ica lly , th e  e rro rs  o f th o se  w h o  p ro fess to  fo llo w ^ C h ris t , y et d o  

n o t ack n o w led g e th a t a ffilia tio n w ith H is C h u rch  is o n e o f th e  

co m m an d s  H e  H im se lf  la id  d o w n .

T h is su g g ests an o th er d ep lo rab le a ttitu d e o f m an y C atho lics  

to d ay — th e d efen siv e a ttitu d e in re sp ec t to th e a ttack s m ad e  

ag a in s t th e  C h u rch , in s tead  o f  a  v ig o ro u s  sp irit o f  ag g ress iv en ess . 
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T h ey  a re so anx io u s to p ro v e to  th o se w h o a ttack th e C h u rch  

th a t th ey a re lo y al c itizen s , th a t th ey u p h o ld th e A m erican  

p rin c ip le o f freed o m  o f w o rsh ip , e tc ., th a t th ey  h av e little  o r n o  

co n cern  fo r th e ir  d u ty  o f p o sitiv e ly  p ro c la im in g th e p rin c ip les o f  

C ath o lic  fa ith  an d  p o in tin g  o u t th e  in co n sisten cy  an d  th e  e rro n e 

o u s o p in io n s o f th e ir ad v ersaries .

It is tru e , m an y o f o u r n o n -C a th o lic fe llo w  c itizen s a rc fa ir-  

m in d ed , h o nest p erso n s , w h o  treat C ath o lic s w ith  to leran ce  an d  

ch arity . B u t th e re a rc m any o th e rs w h o m anifes t a d ec id ed  

sp irit o f b ig o try an d u n fa irn ess to w ard th e ir C ath o lic fe llo w  

c itizen s . S tro n g  an d  v ig o ro u s  ag g ressiv en ess is  ca lled fo r ag ain s t, 

su ch p erso n s, in s tead o f an eag er d esire to co n v in ce th em  th a t  

w e a rc n o t th e d ang ero u s in d iv id ua ls th ey c la im  w e a rc . T h e  

fac t is  th a t, h o w ev er lo g ica l o u r d efen se  m ay  b e , a  g reat m an y  o f  

th em  w ill n o t b e liev e  u s  an y w ay . T h e  tactic s  w e  sh o u ld  ad o p t a re  

a p o sitiv e p resen ta tio n  o f C ath o lic tru th  an d an a ttack  o n o u r  

en em ies  in  th e ir o w n  te rrito ry . T h is  w ill n o t o n ly  se rv e  as  a  b e tte r  

d efen se , b u t w ill s tren g th en  an d  in v ig o ra te o u r C ath o lic p eo p le.  

T h e m an  w h o  is a lw ay s o n th e d efen siv e , co n cern ed o n ly w ith  

an sw ering o b jectio n s ag ain s t h is b e liefs , w ill u n co n scio u sly  

assu m e  th a t h is  s id e  is  so m ew h at w reak .

F o r ex am p le, w h en n o n -C a th o lics  assert th a t C ath o lic s w o u ld  

d em an d  sp ec ia l fav o rs fo r th e ir C h u rch  an d  res tric t th e  ac tiv itie s  

o f n o n -C a th o lics in  th e  ev en t th a t th e m ajo rity  o f c itizen s  in  o u r  

lan d b ecam e m em b ers o f th e  C ath o lic  C h u rch , o u r u su al an sw er  

is a  fe rv en t p ro tes ta tion  th a t w e w o u ld  d em an d  n o th in g  sp ec ia l 

in su ch  a h y p o th es is , th a t w e w o u ld co n tin u e to  g iv e th e o th e r  

c itizen s o f th e land fu ll re lig io us freed o m , e tc . A ll th is ev ery  

in telligen t C ath o lic firm ly b e liev es. 1 can n o t im ag in e an y  con 

d itio ns  ev er a ris in g  in  o u r land  th a t  w o uld  call fo r a  ch an g e  o f  o u r  

co n stitu tio n al p rin cip le  o f freed o m  an d  eq u a lity  fo r  A m erican s  o f 

a ll c reed s . E v en  in  th e  u n lik e ly  su p p o sitio n  th at a t so m e fu tu re  

tim e th e C ath o lics in th is co un try  w o u ld n u m b er n in e ty -n in e  

p ercen t o f th e p o p u la tio n , 1 w o uld  s till fav o r th e  p resen t sy s tem  

o f eq u a lity  fo r a ll  ; an d  1 b e liev e  th is  w o uld  b e  th e  a ttitu d e  o f th e  

C atho lic s in th a t rem o te h y p o thes is . M y  reaso n  w o u ld n o t b e  

an y su ch illo g ica l asse rtio n th at a ll m en h av e th e G o d-g iven  

rig h t to p rac tice an y re lig io n th ey ch o o se ; fo r s in ce G o d h as  

im p o sed  o n  a ll m en  th e  o blig atio n  to  p ractice o n e  an d  th e  sam e  

re lig io n , a ll a re o b jec tiv e ly  b o u n d  to  accep t th a t re lig io n . T h e
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reaso n w h y  it w o u ld b e th e m o st feas ib le p o licy  to h av e eq u a l 

rig h ts  fo r  a ll ev en  in  th e  ev en t th a t th e  co m m u n iean ts  o f an y  o n e  

c reed (in clu d in g  th e  C ath o lic re lig io n ) g a in ed a  g reat ascen d en cy  

in  o u r  lan d  w o u ld  b e  th e  fact th a t o u r  co u n try  w as fo u n d ed  o n  th e  

p rin cip le  o f freed o m  fo r a ll an d  C ath o lic s h av e a lw ay s accep ted  

th is  p rin cip le  as a b asic featu re  o f A m erican  life , so  th a t it w o u ld  

b e m o st reaso n ab le an d p ro p er to  co n tin u e to  accep t it, w h at

ev er ch an g es m ig h t o ccur in th e n u m erica l d is trib u tio n o f th e  

v ario u s ch u rch es.

H o w ev er, w h y sh o u ld C ath o lics a lw ay s h av e to assu m e th e  

ro le  o f  d efen d an ts , ex p ec ted  to  an sw er tim e an d tim e  ag a in  to  d ie  

ch arg e : “ Y o u  w o u ld  re s tric t th e  lib e rty  o f o th e r re lig io u s g ro u p s  

if y o u ev er g a in ed th e b a lan ce o f p o w er in A m erica."? W h y  

sh o u ld  w e n o t re to rt b y  a s im ila r ch arg e? W h y  sh o u ld w e n o t 

ask a P ro tes tan t w h o  accu ses u s o f lo o k in g fo rw ard to th e d ay  

w h en  w e  sh a ll see  th e  U n ited  S tates  g o v ern m en t an d  th e  C ath o lic  

C h u rch u n ited w h at g u aran tee h e can g iv e th a t h is p articu la r  

sec t w o u ld n o t seek sp ecia l g o v ern m en ta l p riv ileg es if it ev er  

a tta in ed  su fficien t p o litica l p o w er to  acco m plish th is o b jec tive?  

C erta in ly , fro m  th e  h is to rica l s tan d p o in t th e re  is fa r m o re reaso n  

to  b e liev e  th at th e  re s tric tio n  o f freed o m  o f  re lig io u s  w o rsh ip  an d  

sp ecia l g o v ernm en tal fav o rs fo r a p articu lar ch u rch w o u ld b e  

in au g u ra ted  in  o u r lan d  if a  P ro tes tan t g ro u p  g a in ed  d o m in an ce  

th an  if C ath o lic s acq u ired th is p o sitio n  o f p o w er. In th e  early  

d ay s o f o u r rep u b lic , it w as n o t C ath o lic s b u t P ro tes tan ts  w h o , 

th ro u g h leg is la tio n in ce rta in s ta tes , re s tric ted th e re lig io us  

freed o m  o f th e ir fe llo w -citizen s an d o b ta in ed sp ecia l favo r fo r  

th e ir  o w n  ch u rch .1 9

1 9 C f. W illiam s, The Shadow of the Pope (N ew  Y o rk , 1 9 3 2 ), 4 2 -48 .

S im ilarly , w h y sh o u ld C ath o lic s b e o v erw h e lm ed w ith em 

b arrassm en t o v er th e  recen t p ro n o u n cem en t o f C ard in a l S eg u ra , 

p ro tes tin g  ag a in s t th e  g ran tin g  o f fu ll c iv il rig h ts  to  P ro tes tan ts  

in  S p a in ? It is a  trad ition a l C ath o lic  b e lief th a t in  a  lan d  th at is  

th o ro u g h ly  C ath o lic  in  p o p u latio n  an d  in s titu tio n s , res tric tio n  o f  

h eretica l p ro p ag an d a is a reaso n ab le an d  ju s tifiab le m easu re to  

p rev en t sp iritu a l h arm  to th e c itizen s. S u ch a p o licy w o u ld  

n ev er  b e  th e  p ro p er p ro ced u re  in  a  lan d  lik e  o u rs , ev en  if  C ath o lic s  

ev er g a in ed  th e b a lan ce o f p o w er. B u t w h at rig h t h av e w e to  

d em an d  th a t S p a in , w ith  an  en tire ly  d iffe ren t b ack g ro u n d , ad op t
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a  p o licy  th a t is  su itab le  to  th e  U n ited  S tates  ' 1 b  u rth crm o re, w h v  

is  it th a t th o se  o f o u r n o n -C a th o lic  b re th ren , w h o  a re  h o rrified  a t 

th e ac tio n  o f C ard in al S eg u ra, d o  n o t ex h ib it a  s im ilar h o rro r a t  

th e fact th a t in S w ed en th ere a re g o v ern m en ta l re s tric tio n s

ag ain s t C atho lic s? A n d w h y is th e re n o p ro test ag a in s t th e  

E n g lish law  th at w o u ld b ar fro m  th e th ro n e a m em b er o f th e  

ro y a l fam ily  w h o  w o u ld  en ter th e  C ath o lic C h u rch ?

In  fin e , a  m o re m ilitan t sp irit reg a rd in g th e ir fa ith  w o u ld  h e lp  

C ath o lics to  s treng th en  th is im p o rtan t v irtu e an d to  p ro tect it  

ag ain s t a ttack s an d o b jec tio n s . A n d th e p ries ts o f th e U n ited  

S tates , d ep u ted b y G o d to n o u rish w ith d iv in e tru th th e flo ck  

co m m itted to  th e ir ch arg e , m u st s triv e  v a lian tly  to  fo s ter am o n g  

th e ir p eo p le a  fides vere intrepida.

F r a n c i s  J . C o n n e l l , C .S S .R .

Catholic University of America, 

Washington, D. C.

J o h n  D u n s  S co ru s o n  t h e  Im m a c u l a t e  C o n c e p t i o n

H e w h o is th e m o st p erfec t m ed ia to r m u st h av e a m o st p erfec t ac t 

o f  m ed ia tio n in  reg ard  to  so m e p erso n  o n  w h o se  b eh alf h e ex erc ises h is  

m ed iato ria l o ffice . N o w  C h ris t is a m o st p erfec t m ed iato r. T h ere fo re  

C h ris t ex ercised  th e  m o st p erfec t d eg ree o f m ed iatio n  in  fav or o f so m e  

c rea tu re o r p erso n in w h o se b eh alf H e w as M ed ia to r. B u t H e h ad  n o  

m o re ex alted re la tio n sh ip to an y p erso n th an to th e B lessed V irg in  

M ary . T h ere fo re . . . . B u t th is co u ld  n o t b e, h ad  H e n o t m erited  fo r h er  

p reserv a tio n fro m  o rig in al s in .

— F ro m  th e  Quaestiones disputatae de Immaculata Conceptione- T h e tran s
la tio n  is th a t o f F r. P au l F . P a lm er, S .J ., in  Mary in the Documents of the 

Church (W estm in ster, M ary lan d : T h e N ew m an P ress , 1 9 5 2 ), p . 7 3 .


