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E V O L U T IO N  A N D  F A IT H .

I
N  a p re v io u s a rtic le  o n  D a rw in is m 1 th e p re s e n t w rite r  

c o n te n d e d  th a t th e  e v o lu tio n  th e o ry  w a s a n  u n p ro v e d  

h y p o th e s is  ; m a in ly , a  m a s s  o f  g ro u n d le s s  a s s u m p tio n s , a n d  

g ra tu ito u s a s s e r tio n s , a n d  th a t i ts a d v o c a te s “  b e g  th e  

q u e s tio n ”  b y  ig n o r in g  R e v e la tio n ,a n d  b y  ta k in g  f o r  g ra n te d  

th e  p o in ts th a t a re  m o s t v ita l to  th e  th e o ry . T h e  f a c ts  

a lle g e d  b y  M r. D a rw in  a n d  h is d is c ip le s m a y  b e  f a c ts , o r  

m a y  b e  fictions; but th e  e v o lu tio n  th e o ry  th e y  d o  n o t  p ro v e . 

M r. M iv a rt, a d is tin g u is h e d  C a th o lic w rite r , h o ld s , a s  

d e c id e d ly  a s  D a rw in  d o c s , th a t th e h ig h e r  o rg a n is m s  n o w  

e x is tin g  h a v e  b e e n  e v o lv e d  f ro m  lo w e r  ; b u t h is e x p la n a ­

tio n  o f  th e  s y s te m  d if f e rs  m u c h  f ro m  D a rw in ’ s . M r. M iv a rt 

s a w  c le a r ly , a n d  e x p o s e d  f u lly ,  th e  w e a k  p o in ts  in  D a rw in ’ s  

th e o ry ; a n d  h e  c la im s f o r h im s e lf  th e  m e rit o f  f in d in g  a  

re m e d y  f o r  th e m . H e  s a y s , “ th e  p ro b le m  th e n  is  b y  w h a t  

c o m b in a tio n  o f  n a tu ra l la w s  d o e s  a  n e w  “  c o m m o n  n a tu re  ”  

a p p e a r u p o n  th e  s c e n e  o f  re a liz e d  e x is te n c e  Î i .e ., h o w  is  

a n  in d iv id u a l e m b o d y in g  s u c h  n e w  c h a ra c te rs p ro d u c e d .”  

(Genesis of Species, p . 2 .) A n d  a f te r a c k n o w le d g in g  o u r  

in d e b te d n e s s to  D a rw in  a n d  W a lla c e  f o r e n a b lin g  u s to  

. a p p ro x im a te  to  a  s o lu ti  o n  o f  th is  p ro b le m , M r. M iv a rt s ta te s ,  

th a t th e o b je c t o f  h is b o o k  is i (  to  m a in ta in  th e  p o s itio n  

th a t “ N a tu ra l Se le c tio n ,”  a c ts , a n d , in d e e d , m u s t a c t; b u t 

th a t s ti l l , in  o rd e r  to  a c c o u n t f o r  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  k n o w n  

k in d s o f  a n im a ls  a n d  p la n ts , i t  re q u ire s  to  b e  s u p p le m e n te d  

b y  th e a c tio n  o f s o m e o th e r n a tu ra l la w , o r la w s , a s  y e t  

u n d is c o v e re d .”  ( p . a .) T h is  “ u n d is c o v e re d ”  “ u n k n o w n ”  

in te rn a l “  la w ,”  w h ic h  a t p re s e n t s c ie n c e  is  u tte r ly  in c o m ­

p e te n t to  e x p la in ” ( p . 2 0 7 ) is th e p r in c ip a l f a c to r in  

M r. M iv a rt ’ s e v o lu tio n  th e o ry , a n d  h e re f e rs to  i t v e ry  

f re q u e n tly , b o th  in th e Genesis of Species, a n d  in th e  

Lessons from Nature. ( Se e  Genesis of Species, p . 5 , 2 3 , 2 7 0 ,  

2 7 4 , 3 1 1 , 3 3 3 , a n d  Lessons from JNature, c h a p , ix ., & c .)

A c c o rd in g  to  M r. M iv a rt, th e n , “  N a tu ra l Se le c tio n  ”  

a c ts i ts p a rt in  th e e v o lu tio n  o f  n e w  o rg a n is m s , b u t th a t  

p a rt is s e c o n d a ry . T h e e v o lu tio n m a in ly  “  d e p e n d s o n  

s o m e u n k n o w n , in te rn a l la w , w h ic h  d e te rm in e s v a r ia tio n  

a t s p e c ia l tim e s , a n d  in  s p e c ia l d ire c tio n s .”  ( p . 3 1 1 .) T h e  

a c tio n  o f  th is in te rn a l la w  is n o t, h o w e v e r , u n if o rm , a n d  

lo n g  p e r io d s  s o m e tim e s  p a s s  w ith o u t  a n y  s e n s ib le  in d ic a tio n  

o f i ts e n e rg y . B u t w h e n  c o n d itio n s f a v o u ra b le to  th e

»1. E. Rec o r d (Third Series), vol. v., p. 584 (Sept.).
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e v o lu tio n p re s e n t th e m s e lv e s , th e n s u d d e n c h a n g e s ,—  , j

“ ju m p s ,” — a re  n o tic e d , a n d  th o s e  a re  s o  c o n s id e ra b le  a s  to  ;

b e , “ in  f a c t, s e n s ib le s to p s s u c h  a s d is c r im in a te  s p e c ie s  ■ :

f ro m  s p e c ie s .” ( p . 2 7 5 .) T h u s d o n e w  s p e c ie s a r is e , ? ; · ■

a c c o rd in g  to  M r. M iv a rt. B y  th is th e o ry  d o c s h e  a c c o u n t . ·

f o r  a ll th e  o rg a n is m s  th a t  h a v e  c o m e  in to  b e in g , th e  b o d y  o f  h  j

th e  f ir s t m a n  a m o n g  th e m  ( p . 3 1 9 ) , a n d  h e  te l ls  u s  th a t th is  · ' ,

th e o ry  is , “  w ith o u t a n y  d o u b t, p e r f e c tly  c o n s is te n t  w ith  th e  j

s tr ic te s t, th e  m o s t o r th o d o x , C h r is tia n  th e o lo g y ”  ( p . 5 ) . . ■ ? ■

N o w , la y in g  a s id e  f o r a  m o m e n t, th e  th e o lo g ic a l a s p e c t > 9  : ·

o f  th is  th e o ry , w o  m a y  a s k  w h a t is i ts  a d v a n ta g e , f ro m  a  ·: · i

s c ie n ti f ic s ta n d - p o in t, o v e r D a rw in is m  p u re a m i s im p le ?  . ■

L ik e  D a rw in ism  i f . h a s  to  m e e t th e  o p in io n *o f  d is tin g u is h e d  

n a tu ra lis ts th a t s p e c ie s a rc  im m u ta b le . It is  in te n d e d  to  · . :

m e e t th e d if f ic u ltie s o f  “  N a tu ra l Se le c tio n , ”  a n d  i t d o e s  

s o , b y  ru s h in g  in to  a d if f ic u lty  q u ite  a s f o rm id a b le  a s  a n y  ■ ■ :

o f th o s e  i t s e e k s to  e v a d e ,- — n a m e ly , th e  a s s u m p tio n , in  a  i

s c ie n tif ic h y p o th e s is , o f  a la w  u n k n o w n to  s c ie n c e . W o  

k n o w  th a t “ N a tu ra l Se le c tio n ”  c a n  in d u c e  s o m e  c h a n g e s ,  

th o u g h  th e y  a re in c o n s id e ra b le ; b u t w h a t th e a lle g e d  I

“ in te rn a l la w ”  c a n d o , is , to  u s , l ik e th e la w  i ts e l f ,  I

a b s o lu te ly  u n k n o w n . It  is  a n  a s s u m p tio n , w ith o u t p ro o f ,— · I

a  c o n je c tu re . If  th is u n k n o w n  la w  b e  in  e x is te n c e , h o w  . I

s tra n g e  th a t i t h a s  s h o w n  n o  s ig n  o f  i ts  e n e rg y  s in c e  m a n  f l

f irs t a p p e a re d  ! H o w  s tra n g e th a t c o n d itio n s f a v o u ra b le  f l

to  i ts o p e ra tio n  h a v e n o t a p p e a re d  d u r in g  a ll th a t lo n g  f l

p e r io d ! If  th is “ u n k n o w n la w ,”  p lu s “ N a tu ra l Se in e -  f l

tio n , ” a n d “ f a v o u ra b le c o n d itio n s ” b e c o m p e te n t to  I

in tro d u c e  n e w  s p e c ie s , w h y  is th e th e o ry  a t a s ta n d -s til l  I

f o r s e v e n  th o u s a n d  y e a rs  ? W h y  h a s e v o lu tio n  s to p p e d  , a

w ith  m a n ? T h e  a lle g e d  “ ju m p s , ” a re th e n “  f e w  a n d  ■

f a r  b e tw e e n a n d  a s  m a n  h a s  n e v e r  w itn e s s e d  a n y  o f  th e m ,  ■

w o  h a v e re a s o n a b le g ro u n d s f o r b e in g  s c e p tic a l a b o u t ■

th e m . T o  m e e t th e s e  d if f ic u ltie s  e v o lu tio n is ts  w ill h a v e  to  I

“  try  a g a in .”  f l

In d e a lin g  w ith A ir . D a rw in , a n d  h is d is c ip le s , th e  f l

th e o lo g ic a l a s p e c t o f  e v o lu tio n  is  e a s i ly  s e ttle d . D a rw in ’ s  ; f l

th e o ry  is n o t in c o m p a tib le w ith  th e p r im a ry  c re a tio n o f  : ' f l

m a tte r , th o u g h  h e  m a k e s n o  c le a r re f e re n c e  to  i t, a n d  h e  · f l

c a u tio u s ly  a v o id s th e  q u e s tio n  o f  th e o r ig in  o f  l i f e . B u t  f l

th e e n d  a n d  a im  o f  h is th e o ry  is to  re f u te th e id e a  o f  f l

in te l l ig e n t d e s ig n  in th e p ro d u c tio n o f a n y  s p e c ie s o f  f l

o rg a n is m ., l ie  c le a r ly  in te n d e d  h is th e o ry  to  s u p p la n t f l

R e v e la tio n  w h ic h  h e  c o m p le te ly  ig n o re s . l ie  ig n o re s  th e  

e x is te n c e  o f  th e  s o u l . H e  h o ld s th a t m a n ’ s m e n ta l f a c u l-

/
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tie s  a n d  p o w e rs d if f e r  o n ly  in  k in d  f ro m  th o s e  o f  f ile  lo w e r  

a n im a ls , a n d  a re  s u b je c t to  th e  s a m e  p ro c e s s  o f e v o lu tio n  

a s  m a n ’ s  b o d y . B e tw e e n  th e a f f e c tio n o f  a d o g  f o r b is  

m a ste r , a n d  th e  lo v e , re v e re n c e , a n d  a d o ra tio n  w e  p a y  to  

G o d , h o  s e e s m e re ly  a d if f e re n c e in d e g re e . F o r  s u c h  a  

th e o ry  i t is c le a r th a t f a i ll i c a n  h a v e  n o  to le ra tio n . F o r  

1 ° . T o  d e n y  in te ll ig e n t d e s ig n  in  c re a tio n  is  to  re m o v e  th e  

v e ry  f o u n d a tio n o f f a ith . 2 ° . T h e s p e c ia l c re a tio n o f  

A d a m ’ s s o u l is a d o g m a o f f a ith . It is p ra c tic a l ly  

c e r ta in , a ls o , th a t th e s p e c ia l c re a tio n  o f th e  s o u l o f e a c h  

in d iv id u a l, is  a  d o g m a  o f C a th o lic  f a ith . It is tru e  th a t a n  

o p in io n  o n c o  p re v a ile d  to  s o m e  e x te n t, a c c o rd in g  to  w h ic h  

th e s o u l l ik e th e b o d y  w a s s u p p o se d  to  c o m e f ro m  th e  

p a re n ts . T h is  v ie w  h a s  b e e n  re v iv e d  in  re c e n t tim e s b y  

F ro h s c b a m m e r  a n d  s o m e  o th e r G e rm a n  th e o lo g ia n s  o f  v e ry  

q u e s tio n a b le  o r th o d o x y . A n d  s tra n g e ly  e n o u g h  M r. L il ly  

in  h is re c e n t w o rk  Ancient lieligiou and Modern Thought, 
s e e m s to  re g a rd  i t a s s ti l l te n a b le . It is n o t te n a b le .  

It is n o to rio u s ly o p p o s e d to th e a lm o s t u n a n im o u s  

te a c h in g o f th e F a th e rs , a n d  o f a ll e m in e n t th e o ­

lo g ia n s ; i t is s e t d o w n a s a n e rro r in  a le tte r o f  P o p o  

B e n e d ic t X II. to  th e  A rm e n ia n  B is h o p s , g iv e n  in  R a y n a l-  

d u s , A .D . 1 3 4 1  ; a n d  i t is d e a r ly  o p p o s e d  to  th e  v o ic e  o f  

th e o rd in a ry  magisteriam· o f th e C h u rc h . T h e  o p in io n  is  

th e re f o re a lto g e th e r u n te n a b le , a n d  c o n se q u e n tly  F a ith  

to le ra te s  n o  e v o lu tio n  th e o ry  w ith  re f e re n c e  to  m a n ’ s  s o u l .

B u t th e q u e s tio n , s ti ll re m a in s , w h a t m a y , o r m a y  n o t, 

b e  h e ld  w ith  re f e re n c e  to . th e  b o d ie s  o f , o u r f ir s t p a re n ts , 

a n d  to  th e  o th e r w o rk s o f  c re a tio n  s p e c if ie d  in G e n e s is . 

M a y  th e  e v o lu tio n  th e o ry ’  b e  a p p lie d  to  th e m , a n d  i f  s o  h o w  

f a r d o c s F a ith  p e rm it u s to  g o  Ί A s a lre a d y  s ta te d , 

M r. M iv a rt h o ld s , th a t th o  e v o lu tio n  th e o ry  m a y  b o  a p p lie d  

f u l ly  to  th e  b o d ie s o f o u r f ir s t p a re n ts , a n d  o f  c o u rs e  to  a ll  

lo w e r o rg a n is m s a s  w e ll , l ie  d o e s n o t “ in c lu d e in  th o  

p ro c e s s o f e v o lu tio n  th e s o u l o f  m a n ”  ( p a g e  3 1 9 ) . H e  

a d m its  th o  c re a tio n  in  th e  s tr ie t s e n s o  o f  e a c h  in d iv id u a l  

s o u l , b u t h e  d o c s  h o ld  th a t i t is  a llo w a b le  to  te a c h  th a tth o  

b o d y  o f th e f ir s t m a n  w a s p ro d u c e d  b y  e v o lu tio n f ro m  

s o m e  lo w e r  a n im a l, a n d  th a t w h e n  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  e v o lu tio n  

h a d  re a c h e d  th e  d e s ire d  p e r fe c tio n , G o d  in fu s e d  in to  th e  

s p e c ie s s o  p e r f e c te d  th e h u m a n  s o u l . A n d  th is th e o ry  

M r. M iv a rt te l ls  u s  re p e a te d ly  “  is  p e r f e c tly  c o n s is te n t w ith  

th e  s tr ic te s t, th e  m o s t o r th o d o x  C h ris tia n  th e o lo g y . ”  ( p . 5 .)

So m e  f e w  m o n th s a g o , a  w rite r  in  th e  Tablet re f e rr in g  

to  e v o lu tio n s e e m e d  to  c la s s M r. M iv a rt in  th e s a m e
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c a te g o ry  a s D a rw in a n d  o th e r w e ll-k n o w n e n e m ie s o f  

R e v e la tio n . N o  c la s s i f ic a tio n c o u ld  b o  m o re u n f a ir to  

M r. M iv a rt; a n d  i t is d if f ic u lt to  s e e  h o w  a n y o n e  w h o  h a s  

re a d  h is w o rk s c o u ld  c o n f o u n d  th e  s y s te m s o r c o m p a re  

th e  m e n . In  f a c t n o  - w r ite r h a s  y e t d e a lt s u c h  a b lo w  to  

D a rw in ’ s s y s te m  a s M r. M iv a rt h a s . D a rw in  a p p lie s h is  

th e o ry  to  m a n  in  h is  to ta l ity , b o d y , m in d  a n d  s o u l . M iv a rt 

a p p lie s i t o n ly  to  th e b o d y  o f th e f ir s t m a n . D a rw in  

e x c lu d e s  a ll  in te l l ig e n t  d e s ig n  in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  o rg a n is m s , 

M iv a rt m a in ta in s  th e  n e c e s s ity  o f  in te l l ig e n t d e s ig n  : a n d  h e  

h a s  d e m o n s tra te d  th o  e x is te n c e  o f  a n  in te l lig e n t f ir s t c a u s e , 

in  s u c h  a  m a n n e r  a s  to  m e rit·  th e  g ra titu d e  o f a ll b e lie v e rs . 

D a rw in ’ s  s y s te m  d e p e n d s  a lto g e th e r  o n  e x te rn a l a c c id e n ta l  

c ir c u m s ta n c e s  ; M iv a rt ’ s  th e o ry  d e p e n d s  m a in ly  o n  in te rn a l  

la w s , w h ic h  a re  n o th in g  e ls e th a n th e la w s o f n a tu re  

in s titu te d  a n d  m a in ta in e d  in  h a rm o n y  b y  A lm ig h ty  G o d . 

A n d  th e re f o re  to  c o n fo u n d  th e  th e o r ie s a n d  th e ir a u th o rs

b e tra y s c ith e r a la m e n ta b le w a n t o f k n o w le d g e o r a n  

a b s e n c e  o i th a t s p ir it o f f a ir p la y  w h ic h  is d u o  to  a n y  

a d v e rs a ry . O n e  s y s te m  is th e  o n s la u g h t o n  R e v e la tio n  o f  

a  p ro f e s s e d  e n e m y th e  o th e r  is  a  w e ll- m e a n t, i f  m ista k e n , 

e f f o r t o f  a lo y a l s o n  o f th e C h u rc h  to  d e f e n d  R e v e la tio n  

a g a in s t th e  a lle g e d  d if f ic u ltie s  o f  s c ie n c e . T o  a d m it  s o  m u c h  

. is  b u t b a re  ju s tic e  to  M r. M iv a rt, th o u g h  i t is  v e ry  f a r f ro m  

a d m ittin g  th e  o r th o d o x y  o f  h is  th e o ry . H is  th e o ry  is  th a t 

m a n  a n d  a ll o l  h e r  o rg a n is m s  w o re  p ro d u c e d  b y  “ d e r iv a tiv o  

c re a tio n ,”  w h ic h , / « ?  s a y s  m e a n s  m e re ly , “ th a t th e  p re -e x is tin g  

m a tte r h a s b e e n  c re a te d  w ith  th e  p o te n tia l ity  to  e v o lv e  

f ro m  i t, u n d e r s u ita b le c o n d itio n s , a ll th o  v a r io u s f o rm s i t  

s u b s e c p io n tly  a s s u m e s ”  (Genesis of Species, 2 9 1 ) . It is , h e  

s a y s , “  s im p ly  th e D iv in e  a c tio n  b y  a n d  th ro u g h  n a tu ra l  

Ja w s ” (p. 801), “ the o p e ra tio n ’ o f la w s w h ic h  o w e  th e ir  

f o u n d a tio n , in s titu tio n  a n d  m a in te n a n c e ”  to  G o d  ( p . 3 1 8 ) . 

i t  is , h e  s a y s , “ th e  c re a tio n  b y  G o d  o f  f o rm s , n o t as existing, 

b u t in. jwtentia, to b o  s u b s e q u e n tly  e v o lv e d  in to  a c tu a l  

e x is te n c e  b y  th e  d u o  c o n c u rre n c e  a n d  a g e n c y  o f  th o  v a r io u s  

p o w e rs o f  n a tu re . ”  (Lessons from Fature 4 8 1 .) T h u s , th e n  

a c c o rd in g  to  th is v ie w , th o  c re a tio n  o f  m a n  a n d  o f  o th e r  

o rg a n is m s  im p lie s n o  iimnediate action, o n  th e  p a rt o f G o d , 

o th e r th a n h is c o - o p e ra tio n  w ith  th e la w s o f  n a tu re  in  

e v o lv in g  f ro m  m a tte r c e r ta in  p o w e rs in s e r te d  in  i t a t i ts  

f ir s t c re a tio n . A n d  th is v ie w , M r. M iv a rt h o ld s , s a tis f ie s  

f u l ly  a ll th e  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  f a ith . T h is  is  c e r ta in ly  g o in g  

v e ry  f a r  w ith  e v o lu tio n . T h e  A b b é  M o ig n o  th e  la te s t a n d  

a  v e ry  a b le C a th o lic  a u th o r ity  o n  th e s u b je c t, th in k s th a t  
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i t is  g o in g  to o  f a r . A fte r s ta tin g  M iv a rt ’ s  v ie w s , h e  s a y s ,  

“ p o u r m o i c ’ e s t d é jà tro p ”  (fiplendeurs dû la Foi, v o l . 2 ,  

A p p e n d ix  c . p a g e  1 4 ) . N o w  in  te s tin g  th e o r th o d o x y  o f  

th is  th e o ry  th e re  is , h a p p ily , n o  n e e d  to  d is c u s s o rc h id s  a n d  

tro g lo d y te s , o r  th e  v a r io u s  f a m il ie s  o f  th e  L o m u r id a e  ; w e  

n e e d  n o t tro u b le  o u rs e lv e s w ith  th e  w h e re a b o u ts  o f th e  

“  m is s in g  l in k w e  c a n  a p p ly  to  i t  th e  u n e rr in g  ru le , “  q u o d  

s e m p e r , q u o d  u b iq u e , q u o d  a b  o m n ib u s ; ”  a n d  i f ,  te s te d  b y  th is  

ru le  M r. M iv a rt ’ s  th e o ry  b e  f o u n d  w a n tin g ,  th e n  h is  s c ie n ti f ic  

s p e c u la tio n s  m u s t b e  u n s o u n d . T h e re  a re  o f c o u i ’ s e  m a n y  

s c ie n ti f ic th e o r ie s o f  w h ic h  R e v e la tio n  ta k e s  n o  a c c o u n t,  

b u t th e q u e s tio n  a t is s u e  h e re — th e  o r ig in  o f  m a n — is  o n e  

e s s e n tia l ly  a n d  d ire c tly  w ith in  th e  p ro v in c e  o f  R e v e la tio n , 

a n d  c o n s e q u e n tly  i f  C a th o lic  te a c h in g o n  th e  p o in t b e  c le a r , 

i t m u s t b e a ls o  d e c is iv e . N o w  C a th o lic te a c h in g  d o o s  

s e e m  c le a r o n  th is  p o in t to  s u c h  a n  e x te n t a s  to  f o rb id  th e  

a p p lic a tio n  o f  th e  e v o lu tio n  th e o ry  to  m a n . W e  m a y  n o t 

b e  a b le  to  p o in t to  a  s o le m n  d e f in itio n  o f  a  G e n e ra l  C o u n c il  

o r  to  a n y  a u th o r ita tiv e  d e c re e  o f  a  R o m a n  P o n tif f ,  a s s e r tin g  

th e  immediate formation o f  th e  b o d ie s  o f o u r f ir s t p a re n ts :  

b u t th is  is  b y  n o  m e a n s n e c e s s a ry . F o r i f  th a t im m e d ia te  

f o rm a tio n  b e  a s s e r te d  b y  th e  v o ic e o f  th e  o rd in a ry  magis­

terium o f  th e  C h u rc h — th e  o rd in a ry  te a c h in g  b o d y — th e n ,  

a re  w e a s s tr ic tly  b o u n d  to  b e lie v e i t, a s i f i t h a d  b e e n  

d e f in e d  b y  a G e n e ra l C o u n c il o r  b y  a  P o p e  te a c h in g  c m 

Cathedra. T h is  is  c le a r  f ro m  th e  C o n s titu tio n  “  D e i F il iu s  ”  

o f  th e  V a tic a n  C o u n c il: “ P o rro  f id e D iv in a e t C a th o lic a  

e a  o m n ia  c re d e n d a  s u n t  q u a e  in  v e rb o  D e i  s c r ip to  v e l  tra d ito  

c o n tin e n tu r , a t a b E c c le s ia s iv e solemni judicio sive 

ordinàrio et universali magisterio, ta u q u a m  d iv in itu s  re v e la ta  

c re d e n d a  p ro p o n u n tu r .”  ( c a p . i i i .) A n d  P iu s  IX . in  a  le tte r  

b e a r in g  d a te D e c e m b e r 2 1 s t, 1 8 6 3 , a n d  a d d re s s e d  to  th e  

A rc h b is h o p  o f  M u n ic h , s a y s  th a t w e  o w e  th e  o b e d ie n c e  o f  

f a ith  n o t m e re ly  to  th e  s o le m n  d e f in itio n  o f  C o u n c ils  a n d  

P o p e s , b u t a ls o  to  th e  v o ic e  o f th e  o rd in a ry  m a g is te r iu m  

o f th e  C h u rc h , re a c h in g  u s th ro u g h th e c o n s ta n t a n d  

u n iv e rs a l  te a c h in g  o f  C a th o lic  T h e o lo g ia n s  ; “  a d  e a  q u o q u e  

e x te n d e n d a q u a e o rd in a r io  to tiu s E c c le s ia e p e r o rb e m  

d is p e rs a e  magisterio, ta u q u a m  d iv in itu s re v e la ta  tra d u n tu r  

ideoque universali et constanti consensu, a catholicis theologis 

ad fidem pertinere retinentur.” T h is  s a m e  tru th  is  im p lie d  

in  th e c o n d e m n a tio n o f th e 2 2 n d  p ro p o s itio n o f th e  

“  Sy lla b u s . ” N o w  th e th e o lo g ia n s , a n d  te a c h e rs o f  th e  

C a th o lic  C h u rc h  a s s e r t w ith  th e  m o s t e x tra o rd in a ry  u n a n i ­

m ity ,  th e  immediate formation o f  th e  b o d ie s  o f  o u r  f ir s tp a re n ts
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a n d  b y  th a t f o rm a tio n  th e y  u n d e rs ta n d  a n  a c tio n , d is tin c t  

b o th  f ro m  th e p r im a ry  c re a tio n  o f  m a tte r , a n d  f ro m  th e  

c o n c u rre n c e w h ic h  G o d  a f f o rd s to  th e w o rk in g  o u t o f  

N a tu re 's  la w s , Su c h  u n a n im o u s  te a c h in g  is , a c c o rd in g  to  

th e  V a tic a n  C o u n c il , a n d  P iu s  IX . o b lig a to ry  u p o n  u s , a n d  

c o n s e q u e n tly  w e  a re  n o t f re e  to  h o ld  th e  e v o lu tio n  th e o ry  

e v e n  - w ith  re f e re n c e  to  th e  b o d y  o f  th e  f ir s t m a n .

So  d ire c t, s o  p re c is e , s o  c ir c u m s ta n tia l,  is  th e  Sc r ip tu ra l  

a c c o u n t o f  m a n ’ s c re a tio n , th a t, i f th e evolution theory  

w e re  tru e , th e  s a c re d  w rite rs , i f th e y  in te n d e d  to  d e c e iv e  

u s , c o u ld  n o t h a v e c h o se n  la n g u a g e  b e tte r c a lc u la te d  to  

e f f e c t th a t e n d : “ A n d  th e  L o rd  G o d formed m a n o u t o f  

th e  s l im e  o f  th e  e a r th ," --Gen. c . 2 , v . 7 . “  T h y  h a n d s  h a v e  

m a d e  m e , a n d  f a s h io n e d  m e .” — Job. c . 1 0 , v . 8 . N o w  th e  

o rd in a ry m e a n in g o f s u c h te x ts ( a n d th e y  a rc v e ry ,  

n u m e ro u s ) is u n q u e s tio n a b ly  th e immediate formation b y  

G o d  o f  th e  b o d ie s  o f  A d a m  a n d  E v e . A n d  o n  th is  o rd i­

n a ry  m e a n in g  w e  c a n  in s is t, u n le s s th e  e v o lu tio n is ts s h o w  

th a t th e re  is  s u f f ic ie n t re a s o n  f o r d e p a rtin g  f ro m  i t. This 

they have not done. A n d  c o n s e q u e n tly  th e prima facie 

Sc r ip tu ra l v ie w  o f m a n ’ s  c re a tio n  n e e d  n o t b e  a b a n d o n e d  

f o r that “ series infinita ”  of hypotheses, a n d  c o n je c tu re s ,  

a n d  p o s s ib i l i tie s , w h ic h  m a k e u p  th e s u m  to ta l o f  th e  

e v o lu tio n  th e o ry .  : i

T h e  te a c h in g  o f  th e  F a th e rs  o n  th is  q u e s tio n  h a s  b e e n  

a n a ly z e d  b y  a n  e x c e e d in g ly  a b le w rite r in th e Dublin 

Jlevie.w f o r  Ju ly , 1 8 7 1 . l ie  s u m s  u p  a s  f o llo w s : “  T h e re  is  1

n o  n e e d  to  s a y  th a t th e  w h o le  s c h o o l o f  F a th e rs , w h ic h  h a s  i

b e e n  c a lle d  th e  Sc h o o l o f St. B a s il , ta k e s  f o r g ra n te d  th a t . ■ ;

A d a m ’ s b o d y  w a s  f o rm e d  b y  th e im m e d ia te  a c t o f G o d .”  r

( p . 1 9 .) A n d  to  s a y  th e  w h o le o f th is  s c h o o l is , h e  s a y s ,  

“  n e a r ly  th e  s a m e  a s s a y in g  th e  w h o le  ‘ traditio Fatrumd ”  

A n d , a f te r d is c u s s in g  th e v ie w s o f St. A u g u s tin e , th is ■ 

w rit  n r c o n c lu d e s th u s : “ A ll th o s e re a s o n s c o m b in e d  

w o u ld  m a k e  i t— w e a re in c l in e d  to  th in k — a t le a s t ra s h  

a n d  d a n g e ro u s  to  d e n y  th a t th e  b o d y  o f  A d a m  u n is f o rm e d  

in m m d ia tc ly  b y  G o d , a n d  q u a s i- in s ta n ta n c o u s ly o u t o f  

th e  e a r th . ”  ( p . 2 2 .) A n  e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e  w ritin g s  o f  th e  

F a th e rs x v il l u n q u e s tio n a b ly  b e a r o u t th e s ta te m e n ts o f  

th is  a b le  w rite r . W e  s h a ll f in d  th e  n u m e ro u s f o l lo w e rs  o f  

St. B a s il h o ld in g  th e l i te ra l m e a n in g  o f Gen. c . 2 , v . 7 . 

W o  s h a ll f in d  a ll th e  F a th e rs w ith o u t e x c e p tio n  a c c o rd ­

in g  to  Su a re z , h o ld in g  th e  im m e d ia te f o rm a tio n  o f  th e  

b o d y  o f  E v e . W e  s h a ll  f in d  m a n y  o f  th e m , l ik e  T e rtu ll ia n ,  

St. C h ry s o s to m , a n d  St. C y r il o f Je ru s a le m , a d m ir in g  th e
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f o rm a tio n  o f  m a n ’ s  b o d y  a s  a  s p e c ia l w o rk  o f  D iv in e  O m n i ­

p o te n c e — a  s p e c ia l w o rk  o f G o d ’ s  o w n  h a n d s . A g a in , w e  

s h a ll f in d  m a n y  o f  th e m  d is c u s s in g  th e  q u e s tio n  w h e th e r  th e  

m in is tra tio n o f a n g e ls m ig h t h a v e b e e n e m p lo y e d  in  

f o rm in g  th e  b o d y  o f th e  f ir s t m a n . T h e  v a s t m a jo r ity  o f  

th e m  d e n y  s u c h  m in is tra tio n , a n d  re g a rd  m a n ’ s  b o d y  a s  

th e  w o rk  o f G o d  a lo n e . B u t e v e n  th o s e  w h o  f a v o u r th e  

m in is tra tio n , o f th e a n g e ls , im p ly  th a t m a n 's b o d y  w a s  

f o rm e d  b y  a  s p e c ia l a c tio n , d is tin c t f ro m  th e f ir s t c re a tio n  

o f  m a tte r , a n d  d is tin c t a ls o  f ro m  th e  o rd in a ry  o p e ra tio n  o f  

n a tu re ’ s  la w s . T h e  o n ly  o n e  o f th e F a th e rs , w ith  re g a rd  

to  w h o m  th e re c a n  b e a n y  h e s ita tio n , is St. A u g u s tin e , 

w h o  is  re g a rd e d  b y  “  C h r is tia n  e v o lu tio n is ts ”  a s  I,f ie  m a in ­

s ta y  o f th e ir o r th o d o x y . In e x p la in in g  h is th e o ry  o f  

, simultaneous creation, St. A u g u s tin e h o ld s th a t, a t th e  

p r im a ry  c re a tio n  o f m a tte r , G o d  c re a te d  a ll th in g s  ; n o t, 

c e r ta in ly , in  th e  p e r f e c t s ta te  in  w h ic h  th e y  s u b s e q u e n tly  

a p p e a re d , b u t in  w h a t h e  c a l ls  th e ir  “  rationes seminales,"  o r  

“  causales." T h e d if f ic u lty , th e n , is to  d e te rm in e  w h a t  

St. A u g u s tin e m e a n t b y  th o s e  “  rationes seminales." F lo  

h im s e lf  d o e s n o t te l l n s . H is la n g u a g e is o b s c u re . H e  

h e s ita te s . H e a d m its th e d if f ic u lty  o f th e  s u b je c t h e  is  

tre a tin g . T h e y  w e re  in  s o m e s e n se  th e g e rm s o f  f u tu re  

o rg a n is m s  ; b u t he does not anywhere say th a t th e s e  g e rm s , 

b y  th e  s o le p o w e rs th e n  im p a rte d  to  n a tu re , d e v e lo p e d  

in to  a ll th e  f o rm s o f o rg a n ic l i f e  th a t s u b s e q u e n tly  a ro s e . 

O n  th e c o n tra ry , h e  .m a k e s s ta te m e n ts w h ic h  a re q u ite  

in c o m p a tib le  w ith  a n y  s u c h  v ie w . H e h o ld s th e s p e c ia l  

a n d  im m e d ia te  f o rm a tio n  o f th e  b o d y  o f  E v e . H e  c le a r ly  

in s in u a te s  th a t A d a m  f ir s t a p p e a re d  a s a f u l l- g ro w n  m a n .  

A n d  in  th e v e ry  tre a tis e f ro m  w h ic h  th e  d if f ic u lty  a r is e s ,  

h o  h a s th e  f o l lo w in g - re m a rk a b le  p a s s a g e : “ E t e le m e n ta  

m u n d i h u ju s c o rp o re i h a b e n t d e f in ita m  v im  q u a lita te m q u e  

s u a m  q u id  u n u m q u o d q u e v a le a t v e l n o n  v a le a t, q u id  d e  

q u o  f ie r i p o s s it, v e l n o n  p o s s it- E x  h is v e lu t p r im o rd iis  

ro ru m , o m n ia  q u a e  g ig n u n tu r  s u o  q u o q u e  te m p o re  e x o r tu s  

p ro c e s s u s q u e  s u m u n t, f iu e s q u o  e t d e c e s s io n e s  s u i c u ju s q u o  

g e n e r is . Unde fit ut de grano tritici non nascatur faba, vel 

de faba triticum, vel de pecore homo, vel de homine pecus."  

(Gen. ad Lit. c . 1 6 , l ib . 9 .) T h is is a  o le a r a s s e r tio n  th a t  

in th e o rd in a ry  c o u rs e o f n a tu re s p e c ie s a re f ix e d —  

u n c h a n g e a b le — a n d  f ix e d  in  s u c h  m a n n e r a s  to  b e q u ite  

in c o m p a tib le w ith  th e e v o lu tio n  th e o ry . T h e  s a in t th e n  

g o e s  o n  to  re f e r  to  th e  e x tra o rd in a ry  c h a n g e s  w h ic h  m a y  

o c c u r in  o rg a n is m s  ; a n d  th e s e , h e s a y s , a re  d u e , n o t to



Evolution and Faith. 7 6 3

h

h*

1

. 'l is e p re c is e ly th a t

a n y  n a tu ra l e n e rg y  in  th e o rg a n is m s , b u t to  th e  f a c t th a t  

a t th e ir c re a tio n th e n , n a tu re w a s m a d e o b e d ie n t to  a  

h ig h e r  w ill : “  U t n o n  h a c c  h a b e re n t in  m o tu  n a tu ra li , s e d  

in  e o  in  q u o  i ta  c re a ta c s s e n t, u t c o ru m  n a tu ra  v o lu n ta ti  

p o te n tio r i a m p liu s s u b ja c e re t.”  ( fx - · . vit.) It w o u ld  s c u m  

th e n , th a t a c c o rd in g to h r . A u g u s tin e , m a tte r , a t i ts  

c re a tio n w a s e n d o w e d w ith w h a t th e o lo g ia n s c a l l  

“ potentia obediemtalisf— a n  a p titu d e , in  v ir tu e  o f w h ic h  i t  

m a y  b e  f o rm e d  in to  a n y  o rg a n is m  w h ic h  G o d  m a y  d e te r ­

m in o  to  c re a te . A n d  i t is in th is  

St. T h o m a s  u n d e rs ta n d s  th e  e x p re s s i

H t. A u g u ;s tin e . In th e “ Su m m a  ’ ’ ( p . 1 , q . ! ) 1 , a . 2 ) ,  

St. T h o m a s m a in ta in s th e im m e d ia te  c re a tio n  o f  A d a m ’ s  

b o d y ; a n d  l ie q u o te s , a s  a n o b je c tio n , th e e x p re s s io n  o f  

St. A u g u s tin e ,, w h ic h  h e d is p o se s o f a s f o l lo w s : “ A d  

q u a rtu m  d ic e n d u m  q u o d  s c c m id m n rationes causales in  

c re a tu r is  d ic itu r a liq u id  p re - e x is te rc  d u p lic ite r ; u n o  m o d o  

s e c u n d u m  p o te n tia m  a c tiv a m  u t p a s s iv a m , u t n o n  s o lu m  

o x m a te ria p re - e x is te n ti f ie r i p o s s it, s e d  e tia m  u t a liq u a  

p re - e x is te n s  c re a tu ra , h o c  f a c e re  p o s s it. A lio  m o d o  secundum, 

potentiam passivam tantum ut scilicet de materia prae-existenti 

fieri possit a Deo : et hoc modo, secundum Augustinum, corpus 

hominis prae-existit in operibus productis secundum causales 

rationes.’ : T h is  a p titu d e  in  m a tte r  is  n o t a n  a c tiv e  e n e rg y . 

It p re - s u p p o s e s th e a c tio n  o f a , c o m p e te n t c a u s e in  th e  

f o rm a tio n  o f o rg a n is m s . N o o n e , o f c o u rs e , th in k s o f  

s a y in g  th a t St. A u g u s tin e  h e ld  th e d o c tr in e  o f e v o lu tio n . 

N o  s u c h d o c tr in e c o u ld  h a v e o c c u rre d to h im . B u t

H r. M iv a rt, w h o  re l ic s o n  h im , a s w e ll a s o n  St. T h o m a s  

a n d  Su a re z , a s  e s ta b lish in g  th e  o r th o d o x y  o f  th e  e v o lu tio n  

th e o ry , s a y s oï a ll o f th e m  : “  T h e s e w rite rs a s s e r te d  

a b s tra c t p r in c ip le s  s u c h  a s c a n  p e r f e c tly  harmonize w ith  

th e  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  m o d e rn  s c ie n c e , a n d  h a v e , a s i t w e re ,

p ro v id e d f o r th e re c e p tio n o f i ts m o s t a d v a n c e d  

s p e c u la tio n s .” (Lessons from Nature, p . 4 3 3 .) B u t i f  

St. A u g u s tin e  m e re ly  ta u g h t ( a s h is o w n  w o rd s s e e m  to  

in d ic a te , a n d  a s St. T h o m a s d is tin c tly  a s s e r ts ) th a t G o d  

c re a te d , m a tte r w ith  a “ potentia obedientalis,”  o r  a n  in n a te  

a p titu d e  f o r th e  f o rm a tio n  o f  o rg a n ism s , p ro - s u p p o s in g  a  

c o m p e te n t c a u s e — th e n s u c h a v ie w  le n d s n o  s u p p o r t, 

a f f o rd s n o  f o u n d a tio n , to th e  e v o lu tio n th e o ry . A n d  

w h a te v e r St. A u g u s tin e ’ s p r in c ip le s iv e re , i t is  n o t f a ir to

q u o te h im  f o r th e o r th o d o x y  o f  te n e ts  th a t g o  a lto g e th e r  

b e y o n d  h is p r in c ip le s , a n d th a t c o n tra d ic t d o c tr in e s  

w h ic h h e e x p lic itly  m a in ta in e d . It f o l lo w s , th e n , th a t
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St.  A u g u s tin e  c a n n o t b e  q u o te d  a s  o p p o se d  to  th e  “  traditio 

Patrum,”  a s s e r tin g  th e  im m e d ia te  f o rm a tio n  o f th e  b o d ie s  

o f  o u r f ir s t p a re n ts .

P a s s in g  f ro m  th e F a th e rs o n  to  th e g re a t C a th o lic  

th e o lo g ia n s , te s tim o n y  to  th e  im m e d ia te  f o rm a tio n  o f  th e  

b o d y  o f  th e  f irs t m a n  b e c o m e s m o re d ire c t a n d  e x p lic it. 

M a n y  o f  th e  F a th e rs  re f e rre d  to  th e  q u e s tio n  o n ly  in d ire c tly  

a n d  a c c id e n ta lly . T h e  th e o lo g ia n s tre a t i t p ro f e s s e d ly . 

St. T h o m a s , a s  a lre a d y  s ta te d , m a in ta in s  th e  d o c tr in e , a n d  

e x p la in s  the· , a p p a re n t d if f ic u lty  o f  St. Augustine's expres­

sion in th e la n g u a g e g iv e n , a b o v e . Su a re z  m a in ta in s  i t,  

a n d  H o ld s i t to  b e Catholic, doctrine. (Opera Sex Dieruin, 

l ib . 3 , c . 1 ) . St. T h o m a s  a n d  Su a re z  a re  q u o te d  a s  a s s e rtin g  

“  p r in c ip le s  th a t c a n  p e r fe c tly  h a rm o n iz e ”  w ith  e v o lu tio n ; 

b u t i t is p e r fe c tly  c le a r th e y  h a v e h o ld  d o c tr in e s w h ic h  

cannot, “  harmonize' ’ w ith  e v o lu tio n  a t a ll . B c rti, a  z e a lo u s  

d is c ip le  o f St. A u g u s tin e , h e ld  th e  d o c tr in e  o f immediate 

formation. l ie  s a y s , “  f u it p ra e te re a A d a e f o rm a tio  o p u s  

s o l iu s D e i; ”  a n d  a f te r q u o tin g  St. Augustine himself, to  

p ro v e h is  v ie w s , h e  a d d s , “ H o c a li is q u e  e x e m p lis , p ro b a t 

Sa n c tu s P a te r , O p if ic e m o m n iu m s ta tin i f o rm a s s e  

h o m in e m  a d u ltu m  ” ( l ib . 1 2 , c . 2 ) . A n d  y e t B e rti  

is q u o te d  f o r o p p o s ite v ie w s b y  M r. M iv a rt ! E s tiu s  

(Sent., l ib . 2 , d . 1 7 ) , B e c a n u s , B ilh ia r t, W id m a n , a ll h o ld  

th is  d o c tr in e  o f  im m e d ia te  f o rm a tio n . A n d  i t is  n o  s m a ll  

s a tis fa c tio n  to  f in d  a d is tin g u is h e d  Ir is h  th e o lo g ia n , Jo h n .  

P u n c h , o f C o rk , b e a r in g  th e f o l lo w in g  e x p lic it te s tim o n y  

to th e  s a m e  tru th , Iu  h is T h e o lo g ia e  C u rsu s In te g e r  (De 

Op. Sex Dierum, d isp . 1 7 , q . 3 , c . 2 ) , h e  s a y s , “ D ic o , s i  D e u s  

ip s e  s in e  m in is te r io  A n g e lo ru m  c re a v it  re l iq u a  a n im a n tia ,  i ta  

d ic e n d u m  e tia m  d e  h o m in e .” T h e  te s tim o n y  o f  th e o lo g ia n s  

to  th is tru th m a y  b e  m u ltip l ie d  a h u n d re d - f o ld . B u t  

i t is  n e e d le s s . It is th e te a c h in g , e x p re s s o r im p lie d , o f  

th e m  a ll . B u t, in a s m u c h  a s  th e  a u th o r itie s a lre a d y  q u o te d  

c o u ld  n o t h a v e  c o n te m p la te d  th e e v o lu tio n  th e o ry , i t is  

w o rth  w h ile  to  q u o te  s o m e  w h o  h a v e  w ritte n  s in c e  th a t 

th e o ry  a ro s e , a n d  w h o h a v e d is c u s s e d  i ts th e o lo g ic a l  

b e a r in g s . P e rro n e , a  w rite r  a s  re m a rk a b le  f o r  m o d e ra tio n , 

a s  f o r  a c c u ra c y  in  s ta tin g  C a th o lic  d o c tr in e s , m a in ta in s  th e -  

im m e d ia te f o rm a tio n o f th e b o d ie s o f o u r f ir s t p a re n ts ,  

a n d  s a y s  th a t i t appertains to Faith, “ P ro p o s itio  s p e c ta t a d . 

f id e m  ”  ( D e  D e o . C r . p . 3 , c . 1 , P ro p . 1 .) U b a k li , th e  p re s e n t 

d is tin g u is h e d  P ro f e s so r o f Sc r ip tu re in  th e P ro p a g a n d a , 

h o ld s th e d o c tr in e  ( In . in  Sa c . Sc r ip ., v o l . 1 s t) . M a z z e lla , 

th e  d is tin g u is h e d  Je s u it P ro fe s s o r  o f  D o g m a tic  T h e o lo g y , ■
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a t th e R o m a n C o lle g e , h a s s tu d ie d  a n d  m a s te re d  th e  

e v o lu tio n  th e o ry  ; a n d  in  h is b o o k  “ D o  D e o  C re a n to ,”  h o  

q u o te s la rg e ly  f ro m  M r. M iv a rt, a s w e ll a s  f ro m  D a rw in ,  

W a lla c e , a n d  T h o m p s o n . In  a n s w e r  to  th e  q u e s tio n , h o w  

th e  f ir s t h u m a n  b o d y  w a s  f o rm e d , h e  s a y s  : “  C u i q u a e s tio n i  

theologi, insistente»  auctoritati S. ‘Scripturae cx unanimi SS. 

Patrum interpretatione intellectae, uno ore respondent, corpus 

hominis primo eformatum fuisse per directum et immediatam 

Dei actionem, distinctam tum a prima .materiae creatione, tum 

concursu quem Deus, causa prima, praebet secundarum 

causarum operationibus.” ( D is p . 3 , A rt. ) A n d  a  f e w  p a g e s  

la te r o n  ( p . 3 4 0 ) h o  p la in ly  s ta te s , th a t d e n ia l o f th is  

d o c tr in e is e ith e r h e re s y , o r v e ry  c lo s e ly  a ll ie d  to  i t. 

P ro f e s so r L a m y  o f L o u v a in , w h o  is a ls o  w e ll re a d  in  

th e l i te ra tu re o f e v o lu tio n , s a y s in h is C o m m e n ta ry  o n  

G e n e s is , v o l . i . , p . 1 5 5  : “  E rro n e o  ig itu r p u ta v it, u t m ih i  

q u id e m  v id e tu r , d o c tu s v ir G e o rg iu s M iv a rt, d o c tr in a m  

a s s e re n te m  c o rp u s h o m in is to rm in u m  f u is se c u ju s d a m  

tra n s fo rm a tio n is a n im a lis v . g . Sim ii , c u i D e u s in fu d e r it 

a n im a m  im m o rta le m , n o n  re p u g n a ro  n a rra tio n i c re a tio n is  

h o m in is .” A n d  a t p a g e  1 7 9 , h e  la y s  d o w n  th e  d o c tr in e  o f  

im m e d ia te c re a tio n  in th e w o rd s a lre a d y  q u o te d  f ro m  

M a z z e lla  ; a n d  h e  a d d s , “  U n d e  s e q u itu r  errare omnes trans­

formistes, q u i v o lu n t e n tia  o m n ia  v iv e n tia , e tia m  h o m in e m ,  

i> ro v e n ire  a b  a liq u o t f o rm is in f e r io r ib u s , v e l c e llu l is , q u a s  

• )e u s c re a v e r it." P ro fe s s o r Ju n g m a n , o f th e s a m e  

U n iv e rs ity , s a y s : “ A b s q u e d u b io  d o g m a C a th o lic u m  h o c  

e s t, p r im o s  h o m in e s  im m e d ia te  a D e o  conditos esse” (De 

D e o  C re a t., p . 1 5 1 ) . A n d  a t p . 157, h e  q u o te s  th e  o p in io n  

o f  A ir . M iv a rt, a n d  s a y s o f  i t : “  Hand dubium nobis est, 

illam opinionem penitus esse rejiciendam, nec salva doctrina 

Theologica sana eam teneri posse.”
N o w , in  th e  f a c e  o f  th is  c o n s e n s u s  o f  C a th o lic  te a c h in g ' ,  

w h a t b e c o m e s  o f  th e  b o a s te d  “  o r th o d o x y  ”  o f  th e  e v o lu tio n  

th e o ry ? W h a t b e c o m e s  o f  th e  a s s e rtio n , “  th a t th e  s tr ic te s t 

U ltra m o n ta n e C a th o lic s a re p e r f e c tly  f re e to  h o ld  th e  

d o c tr in e  o f e v o lu tio n ? "  (Lessons from Nature, 4 3 0 .) B e  i t  

f re e ly  g ra n te d , th a t th e  a u th o r itie s  c ite d  a b o v e  a re  n o t a s  

d e e p ly  re a d  in  b io lo g ic a l s c ie n c e  a s a rc  th e  a d v o c a te s  o f  

e v o lu tio n  ; b u t i f  th e  te a c h in g  o f  th e  C a th o lic  C h u rc h  b e  

w h a t th e  a b o v e - n a m e d  a u th o ritie s  s a y  i t is  ( a u d it c e rta in ly  

is  s o ) , th e n  n o  C a th o lic  c a n  a d m it th e  truth o r  th e  orthodoxy 

o f  th e  e v o lu tio n  th e o ry  a s a p p lie d  to  m a n . T h a t th e o ry  

d e n ie s  in  th e  f o rm a tio n  o f  th e  f irs t m a n ’ s  b o d y  a n y  im m e ­

d ia te  a c tio n o f G o d , o th e r th a n  th e  p r im a ry  c re a tio n  o f

VOL. V. .3 L



7 6 6 Evolution and Faith.

m a tte r , e n d o w e d  w ith  c e r ta in  p o w e rs , a n d  H is  c o - o p e ra tio n  

w ith th e w o rk in g o f N a tu re ’ s la w s . O n th e o th e r  

h a n d , Sc r ip tu re , F a th e rs , T h e o lo g ia n s , P re a c h e rs , a ll  

tp a n b n n r l tb n  R im n lo  f a i+ b f til b n v r  ;i I  w a y s  u n h e s ita tin g ly  

m n e d b y  a d ire c t  

c t d is tin c t f ro m  th e  

G o d ’ s c o n c u rre n c e  

th e  V a tic a n  C o u n c il , 

lo tc d , s u c h  c o n s ta n t 

d o c tr in e in fa l l ib ly

d iu rc h  : a n d  th e re -  

h is  te a c h in g  h a s  n o  

. It f o l lo w s , th e n ,  

jrn e d , s o u l o r b o d y ,  

o h itio n  s y s te m ,  

O lu tio n th e o ry to  

n o t m u c h , i f  a t a ll , 

Review, s a y s  th a t i t  

h e d o e s n o t a d m it, 

jc s h e b e lie v e  th a t 

l is m s . It c e r ta in ly  

le a l o f  v a r ia tio n  is  

ie s f ro m  a n o th e r  is  

t  h o  b  e s  t a  u  t  h  o r iti  e s , 

ic s tio n  T h e o lo g ia n s  

h  P ro f e s s o rs L a m y  

i t th e  a p p lic a tio n  o f  

a n im a ls  m e n tio n e d  

i ie a n in g  o f  th e  te x t.

w h a t h a s  s c ie n c e  

h  th e  in d e p e n d e n t 

Is  th e re  a n y  p ro b ­

tu re ? V e ry  m a n y  

m t. A rc  w e th e n  

.■ th e  d re a m  in g s  o f  

s e n t d a y , w h o  a re  

o  b e n d  a n d  s tra in  

w e n  w e ll-m e a n in g  

c ry  f re sh  a c c e s s io n  

s th e  v o ta rie s  a n d  

l in d s th e m , in  th e  

;h f o r k n o w le d g e  

“  C a th o lic i e a ru m ’  

re la tio n e m , v e lu ti  

o p o r te t, q u a  p ra e -
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lu c e n te , s ib i, a s y r tib u s e t e rro r ib u s c a v e a n t  ”  ( L e tte r  to  

A rc h b is h o p  o f M u n ic h , D e c . 2 1 , .1 8 8 3 .) T h e  C h u rc h  h a s  

s e e n  m a n y  e n e m ie s , h a s w itn e s s e d  m a n y  re v o lu tio n s , l ia s  

b ra v e d  m a n y  s to rm s ; a n d  w h e n e v e r s c ie n c e , “ f a ls e ly  

s o  c a l le d ,”  c la s h e s w ith  h e r d e p o s it o f  f a ith , s h e  m e e ts  i t 

w ith  b o ld  d e f ia n t f ro n t. H h e  d o c s  n o t to le ra te  i t, n o r d o c s  

s h e  f e a r  i t. A n d  f ro m  th e is s u e o f s u c h  c o n / h ’ c ts in  th e  

p a s t, w o  c a n  w e ll in f e r w h a t s h a ll b e  th e  is s u e  o f  a n y  s u c h  

in  th e  f u tu re . W h e n  m a n y  o f th e  b io lo g ic a l s p e c u la tio n s  

o f  o u r tim e  w ill h a v e  g o n e d o w n in fo  the grave in which 

G n o s tic is m  l ie s  m o u ld e rin g , f o rg o tte n . . . .th e  C h u rc h  o f G o d

w ill b e w h a t s h e h a s e v e r b e e n  s in c e  h e r  f o u n d a tio n , th e  

s o le  f a ith f u l, f e a r le s s , w itn e s s , te a c h e r , a n d  g u a rd ia n  o f a ll  

re v e a le d  tru th . T h a t s o m e  o f th e  a d v o c a te s o f e v o lu tio n  

m e a n  w e ll to  th e  C h u rc h  is  q u ite  c e rta in ; b u t th e  a d o p tio n  

o f  th is  th e o ry  b y  (  'a th o lic s  is  “  a  n e w  f a s h io n  o f  a n  o ld  s in .”  

It is a n in s ta n c e o f a te n d e n c y  th a t is b e c o m in g  to o  

c o m m o n — th a t o f  m in im iz in g  C a th o lic  d o c tr in e — o f  d ilu tin g  

i t, s o  a s  to  s u it f l ic  la s tc s  o f a c la s s  o f  p e rs o n s  f ro m  w h o m  

th e C h u rc h  h a s n o th in g  to  e x p e c t a n d  nothing to f e a r .  

“ A t ta le m  c o n s u e tu d in e m  n o n  h a b e m u s n e q u e E c c le s ia  

D e i.”

J. Mur phy.

T H E “ A N IM z l CHRISTI.”

P
R A Y E R , a s w e k n o w , is  o n e  o f th e  p r in c ip a l d u tie s  o f  

m a n to  h is ( b e a to r ; a n d  i t is a s a d u ty  th a t m e n  

c o m m o n ly  re g a rd  i t. Y e t i t is w e ll to  re m e m b e r th a t 

b e s id e s b e in g  a  d u ty  i t is a ls o  a p r iv ile g e , a m i th e  m o re  

p r iv ile g e o f  p ra y e r  is  s o m e th in g  v e ry  w o n d e r f u l . D ra y e r  

is  o n e  o f th e  g re a t e le m e n ta l f o r c e s  o f  th e  s p ir itu a l o rd e r , 

a n d , p e rh a p s , b e c a u s e i t is  s o , i t s c u m s to  f o l lo w  th e  la w  

o f th e  g re a t p h y s ic a l f o r c e s of the universe, in th a t i t  

a ttra c ts v e ry  l i ttle  n o tic e , o r a t a ll e v e n ts , v e ry  l i t tic  

e x p re s s n o tic e  f ro m  th o s e w h o  a re  m o s t f a m il ia r w ith  i t. 

T h e  s u n r is e a n d  th e s u n s e t— th e m u ltitu d in o u s g ro w th  

th a t g o e s  o n  n ig h t a n d  d a y  u p o n  th e  f a c e o f th e  e a r th —  

a ll th a t is m o s t b e a u tifu l , a n d  a ll th a t is m o s t p o w e r fu l , 

h a v e b e c o m e s o  c o m m o n p la c e , th a t th e y  a re s c a rc e ly  

n o tic e d . Those w h o  s e e  th e m  o f te n c s t a re  le a s t s tru c k  

b y  th e m , a n d  n e v e r s e e m  to  d re a m  o f  th e ir b e a u ty  a n d  

th e ir  p o w e r . ;

I


