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T h e G e rm a n s m a y  w e l l p r o n o u n c e th e n a m e s o f  

B o n ifa c e  a n d  C a n is iu s  in  o n e  b r e a th . ( F a th e r  K r o n e n -  

b u r g , C .S S .R . , D u tc h  h is to r ia n .)

H e i s c a l le d G e r m a n y ’ s A p o s t le a n d r ig h t ly  b e 

l ie v e d  to  h a v e b e e n  s e n t b y  G o d  f o r th e d e f e n c e o f  

r e lig io n in G e rm a n y . ( F ro m  th e O f f ic e o f B le s s e d  

P e te r , S e c o n d  N o c tu r n .)

I t m u s t b e g r a n te d  th a t f ro m  th e R o m a n  s ta n d 

p o in t C a n is iu s d e s e rv e s th e t i t le  o f A p o s t le o f G e r 

m a n y . ( P a u l D r e w s , P r o te s ta n t th e o lo g ia n .)

H e w a s in  h e a r t a n d  s o u l th ro u g h o u t a g e n u in e  

G e rm a n , a n d  h e  h a d  th e  s a lv a tio n  a n d  p e a c e o f th e  

G e r m a n  n a t io n ·  u n c e a s in g ly  a t h e a r t . ( A  P r o te s ta n t 

w ri te r , q u o te d  in  J a n s s e n ’s  “ H is to r y  o f th e  G e r m a n  

P e o p le .’ ’ V o l . I X , p a g e  2 9 4 .)

I r e jo ic e d th a t I w a s c o u n te d  w o rth y  tq  s u f f e r  

s h a m e f o r th e n a m e o f C h r is t , a n d to  b e f a ls e ly  

a c c u s e d  a n d  s la n d e r e d  b y  th e  e n e m ie s  o f th e  C h u rc h .  

I o n ly  lo n g e d  to  s e c u r e  th e  s a lv a t io n  o f th e i r s o u ls ,  

w e re  i t e v e n  a t th e  p r ic e o f m y  o w n  b lo o d . T h is I  

s h o u ld  in d e e d  h a v e e s te e m e d  a  g a in . ( B le s s e d  P e te r  

C a n is iu s  in  h is  ‘  ‘  T e s ta m e n t .  ’  ’ )

F r e ib u rg 's  P r o te c to r ; S w itz e r la n d ’s P a tr ia rc h ; a  

P i lla r o f R e lig io n ; C e le b r a te d  th ro u g h o u t th e  C h r is 

t ia n  W o r ld ; A d m ir e d f o r h is F a ith a n d  P r u d e n c e ,  

h is  I n d e fa tig a b le  L ite r a r y  A c tiv ity , h is  C o n s ta n t S e lf 

C o n tro l a n d  E a r n e s tn e s s , h is  A rd e n t L o v e  o f  G o d , a n d  

h is H ig h  P e r s o n a l S a n c ti ty . ( F ro m  th e  E p i ta p h  o f  

B le s s e d  P e te r C a n is iu s  a t F r e ib u r g , S w itz e r la n d .)



B le s s e d P e te r C a n is iu s

T h e  R e f o rm a t io n  in  G e r m a n y .

A t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , G e r m a n y , l ik e  

a l l E u r o p e , w a s  e n t i r e ly  C a th o l ic . I t s  c h u r c h e s  a n d  m o n a s t ic  

e s ta b l is h m e n ts w e r e  n u m e ro u s , c h a r i ty  f lo u r is h e d , th e  d iv in e  

s e r v ic e s w e r e c o n s c ie n t io u s ly a t te n d e d . B u t a b u s e s a ls o  

e x is te d . O n e m ig h t h a v e d is c e r n e d  a n o v e r e s tim a t io n o f  

e x te r n a l o b s e r v a n c e s , a c o n s id e r a b le lo w e r in g o f m o f a ls  

a m o n g  th e  p e o p le , a c e r ta in  r e m is s n e s s o n  th e  p a r t o f th e  

p a s to r s  o f  s o u ls  in  p e r f o r m in g  th e i r s a c r e d  d u t ie s , a n d  g r e a t  

la x i ty  in  m a n y  c o n v e n ts a n d  m o n a s te r ie s . T h e  v a r io u s p a y 

m e n ts  m a d e  b y  e c c le s ia s t ic s  to  th e  R o m a n  C o u r t , th o u g h  b y  

n o  m e a n s  u n ju s t i f ie d  o r  e x c e s s iv e , w e r e  a n  o b je c t  o f  c o m p la in t  

a n d  h e lp e d  to  n o u r is h  a  p e r c e p t ib le  c u r re n t o f  a n t i -p a p a l f e e l 

in g . S im i la r  e v i l s  e x is te d  in  a l l c o u n t r ie s , b u t  th e y  w e r e  m o r e  

n o t ic e a b le  in  G e rm a n y . A s  y e t , h o w e v e r , f e w  i f a n y  s o  m u c h  

a s  d r e a m e d  o f a  r e b e l l io n  a g a in s t R o m e  o r  a  s e p a r a t io n  f ro m  

th e  C h u r c h  .

T h e n , in 1 5 1 7 , a r o s e M a rt in L u th e r , th e A u g u s t in ia n  

F r ia r  o f W itte n b e rg , to  p o s e  a s a r e fo r m e r o f th e  C h u r c h .  

H e  g r e w  b o ld e r  d a y  b y  d a y . H e  a t ta c k e d  n o t s o  m u c h  th e  

im m o r a l i ty  a m o n g  th e  la i ty  a n d  c le r g y  o r th e  n e g le c t o f r e 

l ig io u s d u t ie s , o r th e c a r e le s s n e s s o f th e s h e p h e r d s o f th e  

f lo c k , a s c e r ta in d o c t r in e s a n d in s t i tu t io n s o f th e C h u r c h  

th e m s e lv e s . H e  d e n ie d  th e  d iv in e  o r ig in  a n d  p o w e r o f th e  

p a p a c y  a n d  th e  p r ie s th o o d , th e  S a c r i f ic e  o f th e  M a s s , m o s t  

o f th e s a c r a m e n ts , th e n e c e s s ity a n d u s e f u ln e s s o f g o o d  
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w o r k s . F a i th  in  C h r is t a lo n e , h e  m a in ta in e d , i s s u f f ic ie n t f o r  

s a lv a t io n . H e  d e c la r e d  th e  B ib le  to  b e  th e  s o le  s o u r c e  o f  th e  

d o c t r in e s h e  c h o s e  to  r e ta in . T h e  te m p o r a l r u le r s w e r e  to  

ta k e  th e  p la c e o f th e  b is h o p s a n d  m ig h t s e iz e a l l th e r ic h  

p r o p e r ty  o f th e  C h u r c h . M a n y  a t te m p ts  w e r e  m a d e  to  w in  

h im  b a c k  b y  k in d n e s s , b u t in  v a in . F in a l ly , in  th e  b e g in n in g  

.o f  th e  y e a r 1 5 2 1 , th e  p u b l ic  e x c o m m u n ic a tio n  w a s  p r o n o u n c e d  

a g a in s t h im  a n d  h is  f o l lo w e r s .

T h e  d e a th  o f E m p e r o r M a x im i l ia n  I , 1 5 1 9 , c o n t r ib u te d  

to w a rd s  th e  g r o w th  o f th e s e  d is o r d e r s . F o r  tw o  y e a r s  th e r e  

w a s n o  E m p e ro r , a  t im e  w e l l u t i l iz e d  b y  th e  in n o v a to r s to  

s p re a d  th e ir  p e r n ic io u s  e r ro r s . T h e n  M a x im i lia n ’s  g r a n d s o n ,  

C h â le s  V , a l r e a d y  in  p o s s e s s io n  o f S p a in  a n d  a l l i t s d e p e n d 

e n c ie s , b e c a m e  e m p e r o r . H e  e n te r e d  G e rm a n y  a  f e w  m o n th s  

a f te r th e e x c o m m u n ic a t io n o f L u th e r a n d s u m m o n e d th e  

p r in c e s  o f th e  e m p ir e  to  a  s o le m n  D ie t a t W o r m s . T o  p le a s e  

th e  p o te n t f r ie n d s o f th e  r e fo r m e r  h e  a l lo w e d  L u th e r to  a p 

p e a r  b e f o r e  th e  a u g u s t a s s e m b ly . T h e  a p o s ta te  f r ia r , b a c k e d  

b y  h is p r o te c to r s , r e f u s e d  to  r e c a n t h is  e r r o r s , a n d  th e  E m 

p e r o r n o t o n ly f o r b a d e th e n e w  r e l ig io n , b u t a ls o  p la c e d  

L u th e r  a s  a  h e r e t ic  u n d e r  th e  b a n  o f  th e  e m p ir e , M a y  8 , 1 5 2 1 .  

T h is  a c t m a d e  L u th e r  a n  o u t la w  a n d  o b l ig a te d  h is  im m e d ia te  

te r r i to r ia l  p r in c e  to  p r o c e e d  a g a in s t h im . B u t th a t p r in c e , th e  

p o w e r fu l e le c to r o f S a x o n y , ju s t a p p o in te d  h e a d  o f th e  im 

p e r ia l r e g e n c y  w h ic h  w a s to  r e p r e s e n t th e e m p e r o r d u r in g  

th e  lo n g  a n d  f r e q u e n t a b s e n c e s  w h ic h  h is  a f fa i r s  in  o th e r  p o r 

t io n s o f h is v a s t d o m in io n s r e q u i r e d , f a v o r e d  L u th e r ’s c a u s e  

in  h is  o w n  la n d , a n d  d id  n o th in g  to  s to p  i t s  p r o g re s s  in  o th e r  

p a r ts  o f  G e rm a n y .

T h u s  th in g s  w e n t r a p id ly  f r o m  b a d  to  w o r s e . I n  1 5 2 9  

E m p e r o r  C h a r le s  V  f o u n d  th e  a d h e r e n ts  o f  th e  L u th e r a n  h e r e s y  

w e l l e n t r e n c h e d  in  G e rm a n y . H e w a s h a r d  p r e s s e d  b y  th e  

T u r k s  a n d  th e  F r e n c h ,  a n d  in  o r d e r  to  o b ta in  m il i ta ry  h e lp , h e  

s u s p e n d e d  th e  E d ic t o f  W o rm s  f o r  th e  P r o te s ta n t  p r in c ip a l i t ie s ,  

f o r b id d in g , h o w e v e r , th e f u tu re  e x te n s io n o f th e  L u th e ra n  

h e r e s y . T h is in ju n c t io n  w a s h e e d e d  a s  l i t t le  a s th e  E d ic t o f

2 Special g 
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W o r m s , a n d  a  q u a r te r o f a  c e n tu r y  la te r n e a r ly  h a l f o f G e r 

m a n y  h a d  b e c o m e  P r o te s ta n t .

B y  th e  s o - c a l le d  R e l ig io u s P e a c e  o f A u g s b u r g , 1 5 5 5 , th e  

E m p e r o r m a d e  f u r th e r c o n c e s s io n s , a l lo w in g  e v e r y  p r in c e  to  

d e te r m in e  th e  r e l ig io n  o f h is s u b je c ts , a n d  s t ip u la t in g  o n ly ,  

th a t , s h o u ld  a b is h o p  o r o th e r p r e la te tu r n  P r o te s ta n t , th e  

te m p o r a l p o s s e s s io n c o n n e c te d  w ith  h is o f f ic e s h o u ld  b e  r e 

ta in e d  b y  th e  C h u r c h .  E v e n  th is  r e s t r ic t io n  w a s  g r o s s ly  v io la te d  

in  th e f o l lo w in g  y e a r s . G e r m a n y  w a s d r i f t in g  f a r th e r a n d  

f a r th e r  f ro m  th e  C h u r c h , th e  s o u r c e  o f  i t s  f o r m e r  g r e a tn e s s .

B u t  th e r e  s to o d  a l r e a d y  in  th e  f ie ld  th e  p o w e r  w h ic h  G o d ’s  

M e r c y  h a d  p r o v id e d  to  s te m  th e  t id e  o f d e f e c t io n , to  d e f e n d  

a n d  s t r e n g th e n  w h a t  w a s  s t i l l  C a th o l ic , a n d  to  r e c o n q u e r  m u c h  

o f  w h a t  h a d  b e e n  lo s t . I n  1 5 4 0  P o p e  P a u l I I I  g a v é  h is  s o le m n  

a p p r o b a t io n  to  a  n e w  r e l ig io u s O r d e r , th e  Society of Jesus, 
f o u n d e d  b y  S t . I g n a t iu s  L o y o la . I t s  p u r p o s e  w a s  to  w o r k  f o r  

th e  G r e a te r G lo ry  o f G o d  in  w h a te v e r p la c e a n d  o c c u p a t io n  

th e  H o ly  F a th e r m ig h t s e e f i t to  e m p lo y  i t s m e m b e r s . T h e  

J e s u i t s  d e v o te d  th e m s e lv e s  to  p r e a c h in g , te a c h in g , a n d  h e a r in g  

c o n f e s s io n s , a n d  to  v a r io u s  w o r k s o f c h a r i ty . T h e y  a t o n c e  

e x te n d e d  th e ir  la b o r s  to  F r a n c e , S p a in , a n d  P o r tu g a l , a n d  in  

1 5 4 1 S t . F r a n c is X a v ie r  s e t o u t f o r th e  f o r e ig n  M is s io n s in  

I n d ia  a n d  J a p a n .

D is t r a c te d  G e rm a n y  s o o n  b e c a m e  a  s p e c ia l o b je c t o f  th e  

S o c ie ty ’s a c t iv e  c a re . “ A ll w o r k  o f C a th o l ic  r e f o rm ,” s a y s  

J o h a n n e s J a n s s e n , th e  g r e a t h is to r ia n  o f th is t r o u b le s o m e  

p e r io d , “ w h ic h  h a s  h a d  a n y 1  p e r m a n e n c e , o w e s  i t s  o r ig in  to  th e  

e x e r t io n s  o f  th e  f i r s t th r e e  J e s u i t s  w h o  la b o r e d  in  G e r m a n y , 

( B le s s e d ) P e te r F a b e r , C la u d iu s L e ja y , a n d  N ic h o la s B o b a 

d i l la .” ( H is to r y  o f th e  G e rm a n  p e o p le , V o l . I l l , p a g e 2 1 5 .)  

T h e y  w e r e  n a t iv e s  o f S a v o y , F r a n c e , a n d  S p a in  r e s p e c tiv e ly ,  

w h ic h  d id  n o t p r e v e n t th e m  f ro m  p u r s u in g  th e i r a p o s to la te  in  

G e r m a n y . T h e  b o u n d a r ie s o f n a t io n s a n d  s ta te s d id  n o t y e t  

d iv id e  C h r is te n d o m  in  th e  s a m e  d e g r e e  a s  n o w . B e s id e s , L a t in  

w a s  s t i l l th e  c o m m o n  la n g u a g e  o f th e  e d u c a te d  c la s s e s o f a l l  

c o u n t r ie s . T h e  m u c h  th r e a te n e d  C h u r c h  o f th a t c o u n t r y  h a d  
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f o u n d  a b le  d e f e n d e rs  b e f o r e  th e m , i t i s  t r u e . B u t th e  J e s u i ts  

f o l lo w e d  a  n e w  p r o g ra m . T h e y  b e l ie v e d  th a t th e  s o u l o f  a l l  

r e f o rm  i s  th e  r e f o rm  o f  th e  s o u l . T h e y  b e g a n  b y  in s t r u c tin g  

th e  ig n o r a n t , h ig h  a n d  lo w . T h e y  la id  g r e a t s t r e s s  u p o n  th e  

th o r o u g h  e d u c a t io n  o f  c h i ld re n  a n d  y o u th s  in  r e l ig io n  a s  w e l l  

a s  in  s e c u la r  b r a n c h e s  ; a n d  b y  th e  “ S p ir i tu a l  E x e r c is e s ”  o f  th e i r  

F a th e r , S t . I g n a t iu s , th e y  g u id e d  m a n y  to  a  h ig h e r a n d  m o r e  

p e r f e c t  l i f e  o f  v ir tu e . T h e ir  a b le  a n d  in d e f a t ig a b le  d e f e n c e  o f  

C a th o l ic  d o c t r in e  a n d  d is c ip l in e m a d e  th e m  o b je c ts o f f e a r  

a n d  h a t r e d  to  th e  P r o te s ta n ts . B u t th e  s e c r e t o f th e i r s u c c e s s  

la y  in  th e  in c e s s a n t c a r e  w h ic h  th e y  b e s to w e d  u p o n  th e  r e 

l ig io u s w e lfa r e  o f th e  C a th o l ic s  th e m s e lv e s .

B le s s e d  P e te r  F a b e r  w a s  th e  f i r s t to  e n te r  th e  e m p ir e  a n d  

h e  r e m a in e d  th e r e  lo n g e r  th a n  th e  o th e r s . I t  w a s  h is  p r iv ile g e  

to  w in  f o r  th e  g r e a t  w o r k  o f  g e n u in e  r e f o r m  th e  m a n  d e s t in e d  

to  e n la r g e b e y o n d  e x p e c ta t io n  th e  b e g in n in g s m a d e  b y  th e  

f i r s t c o m e r s . T h is  n e w  p a la d in  o f H o ly  C h u r c h  w a s Blessed 

Peter Canisius, the Second Apostle of Germany.

C h i ld h o o d  o f B le s s e d  P e te r  C a n is iu s .

B le s s e d  P e te r  C a n is iu s  w a s  b o r n  o n  th e  8 th  d a y  o f  M a y ,  

i 5 2 I ,  th e F e a s t  o f  th e  A p p a r i t io n  o f  S t .M ic h a e l  th e A r c h a n g e l . l t 

w a s  a  m e m o r a b le  d a y  a n d  y e a r . O n  th e  v e r y  s a m e  d a y  L u th e r ’s  

d o c t r in e  w a s  s o le m n ly  r e je c te d  b y  E m p e ro r C h a r le s  V  in  th e  

D ie t a t W o r m s . A n d  in  th e  s a m e  y e a r  S t . I g n a t iu s  L o y o la  r e 

c e iv e d  in  th e  d e f e n c e  o f  P a m p e lu n a  th a t  w o u n d  w h ic h  e v e n tu 

a l ly  c a u s e d  h im  to  c h a n g e  h is  l i f e  a s  o f f ic e r  o f  a  w o r ld ly  a r m y  

in to  th a t o f  a  s o ld ie r  o f C h r is t . N y m w e g e n , C a n is iu s ’ h o m e 

to w n , a t th e  p r e s e n t t im e  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  K in g d o m  o f H o l 

la n d , w a s th e n  a “ F r e e  a n d  I m p e r ia l C ity ” o f th e  e m p ir e .  

J a c o b  C a n e e s , o r C a n is , th e  f a th e r o f th e  f u tu r e  a p o s t le , b e 

lo n g e d  to  a w e a lth y  a n d  p r o m in e n t f a m ily . H e r e p e a te d ly  

h e ld  th e  o f f ic e o f  B u r g o m a s te r , o r  M a y o r , o f h is  n a t iv e  c i ty ,  

a n d  w a s  e m p lo y e d  in  im p o r ta n t  p o l i t ic a l  m is s io n s  b y  th e  D u k e  

o f  G e ld e r la n d  a n d  b y  th e  e m p e ro r h im s e l f . H e  w a s  s in c e r e ly  

theArchangel.lt
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a t ta c h e d  to  th e  C h u r c h . A  p io u s m o th e r w a tc h e d  o v e r th e  

f i r s t y e a r s  o f B le s s e d  P e te r ’s  c h i ld h o o d , a n d  o f te n  w ith  te a r 

f u l e y e s  r e c o m m e n d e d  h im  to  th e  p r o te c t io n  o f  th e  A lm ig h ty .  

W h e n  s h e  s u d d e n ly  d ie d , a f te r  g iv in g  b ir th  to  a  d a u g h te r , th e  

tw o  l i t t le  o n e s f o u n d  in  th e i r f a th e r ’s  s e c o n d  w if e  a  g e n u in e  

m o th e r , w h o  b e s to w e d  o n  th e m  th e  s a m e  lo v e  a n d  a f fe c tio n  

a s o n  h e r o w n  n u m e r o u s  c h i ld re n . P e te r h im s e l f , h o w e v e r ,  

b e c a m e  th e  o b je c t  o f  th e  s p e c ia l  c a r e  o f  h is  n e w  m o th e r ’s  s is te r ,  

w h o  l iv e d  a lm o s t  th e  l i f e  o f  a  n u n  in  th e  w o r ld . H e  e v e r  g r a te 

f u l ly  r e m e m b e r e d  th e  w h o le s o m e  in f lu e n c e  w h ic h  th is e x c e l 

le n t a u n t h a d  e x e r c is e d u p o n th e  r e l ig io u s t r a in in g  o f h is  

y o u th fu l m in d .

T h e  g o o d  s e e d  f e l l u p o n  f e r t i le  s o i l . T h e  c h i ld  w a s u n 

u s u a l ly  g iv e n  to  p r a y e r . H e  s o o n  c a m e  to  lo v e  to  a s s is t a t  th e  

b e a u ti f u l s e rv ic e s  in  th e  c h u r c h e s , s h o w e d  g r e a t d e l ig h t w h e n  

p r e s e n te d  w ith h o ly  p ic tu r e s , a n d  le a r n e d  to s e r v e in  th e  

s a n c tu a ry . A t h o m e  h e  w o u ld , a s  l i t t le  b o y s  o f te n  d o , im ita te  

th e  c e r e m o n ie s o f th e  M a s s , s in g  l ik e  th e  p r ie s ts , a n d  e v e n  

g iv e  l i t t le  s e r m o n s to  th e  a m u s e m e n t a n d  e d i f ic a t io n  o f th e  

f a m i ly  a n d  th e ir f r ie n d s . H e e a r ly  b e g a n  to  a p p r o a c h th e  

s a c r a m e n ts . “ W o e to  m e ,” h e  w r i te s  a s a n  o ld  m a n  in  h is  

m e m o ir s , “ h a d  I n o t u n d e r T h y  k in d  g u id a n c e , O  m y  G o d ,  

a v a i le d  m y s e l f f r e q u e n t ly  o f  th e  b le s s in g s  o f  th e  S a c r a m e n ts .”  

I t w a s  b y  th e s e  m e a n s  th a t h e  o v e r c a m e  th e  l i t t le  f a u l ts  f ro m  

w h ic h  h is c h a r a c te r  w a s  b y  n o  m e a n s f r e e . O c c a s io n a l ly  th e  

b r ig h t l iv e ly  b o y  w a s  r a th e r  i r r i ta b le , e v e n  p e r t , r e s e n te d  a d 

m o n i t io n s , a n d  s h o w e d  m o r e  in c l in a t io n  f o r  p la y  a n d  d is s ip a 

t io n  th a n  h is  e d u c a to r s f o u n d  i t p o s s ib le  to  a p p r o v e . H is  s ta y  

o f s e v e r a l y e a r s a t a  s m a l l b o a r d in g  s c h o o l , w h e r e  n e a r ly  a l l  

th e  o th e r  b o y s  w e re  o f  p o o r e r  f a m i l ie s  a n d  f e w  a s  ta le n te d  a s  

h e , m a d e  h im  p r o u d  a n d  o v e r b e a r in g . B u t h e  e v id e n tly  d id  

n o t n e g le c t h is p r a c t ic e s o f p ie ty . I t w a s a t th is t im e th a t  

h e  w a s  s e iz e d  w ith  a n  a r d e n t  d e s i r e  to  k n o w  h is  v o c a t io n . T o  

f in d  o u t w h a t c o u r s e  G o d  w is h e d  h im  to  ta k e  in  h is  l i f e  b e 

c a m e  th e  o b je c t o f  h is  f e r v e n t p r a y e rs  a t th e  r e c e p t io n  o f th e  

s a c r a m e n ts a n d  in  h is p r iv a te  v is i ts to  th e  c h u r c h e s . T h is  
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s a c r e d  c r a v in g  h e  c a l le d  la te r o n  th e  “ T e a c h e r a n d  G u a r d ia n  

A n g e l”  o f  h is  y o u th .

T h e  D e c is io n  f o r L ife .

G o d  e v id e n t ly  w a tc h e d  o v e r th e  p io u s  la d . H is  f a th e r ,  

w h o  h im s e l f h e ld  th e  d e g r e e  o f D o c to r o f L a w , in te n d e d  to  

s e n d  P e te r to  a  h ig h e r  in s t i tu t io n  o f le a r n in g . H e  n o  d o u b t  

k n e w  o f  th e  c o n d i t io n s  in  u n iv e r s i ty  to w n s , a n d  a l th o u g h  th e  

u n iv e rs i ty  o f C o lo g n e  a t th a t p a r t ic u la r p e r io d  h a d  lo s t m u c h  

o f  i t s  f o r m e r  r e n o w n , th e  c i ty  w a s  n o t  in f e c te d  w ith  L u th e r a n 

i s m . P e te r ’s r e l ig io n  w o u ld  b e  s a fe  th e re . S o  P e te r w e n t to  

C o lo g n e . O n  J a n u a r y  1 8 , 1 5 3 6 , h is  n a m e  w a s  e n te r e d  in  th e  

r e g is te r  o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  o f  th e  F a c u l ty  o f  A r ts .

T h e  c i ty  o f  C o lo g n e  w ith  i t s  n u m e ro u s  c h u r c h e s , i t s  c o u n t

le s s  r e l ic s  o f  S a in ts , i t s  th o r o u g h ly  C a th o l ic  l i f e , a n d  i t s  m a n y  

e x c e l le n t m e n  a t t r a c te d  h im  a t o n c e  a n d  b e c a m e  f o r  h im  l ik e  

a n o th e r h o m e  to w n . H e w a s e n t r u s te d to  a  C a n o n  o f th e  

C h u r c h  o f S t . G e r e o n , a  w o r th y  e c c le s ia s t ic , w h o  m a d e  i t h is  

p r a c t ic e  to  b o a r d  p r o m is in g  s tu d e n ts in  h is h o u s e . I n  o r d e r  

to  ta k e  th e  b e t te r  c a re  o f  th e m  h e  e v e n  s a la r ie d  a n o th e r  p r ie s t  

to  a c t a s th e i r tu to r a n d  lo o k  a f te r th e i r s p i r i tu a l w e lf a r e .  

T h is  p r ie s t , J o h n  v a n  E s c h e , w h o m  b o d i ly  in f i r m i ty  a lo n e  h a d  

k e p t f r o m  jo in in g  th e  C a r th u s ia n  O r d e r , c a m e  a c r o s s  th e  p a th  

o f P e te r C a n is iu s l ik e a n  A n g e l f ro m  H e a v e n . T h e  y o u n g  

s tu d e n t s a w  in  h im  th e  l iv in g  e x a m p le  o f th e  h ig h e s t v ir tu e .  

F r o m  h im  h e  le a r n e d  to  c o n t ro l h is  p a s s io n s , to  c h e c k  h is  im 

p e tu o s ity , to  c u r b  h is  d e s ir e  f o r  p le a s u r e , to  b e  k in d  a n d  o b l ig 

in g  to  o th e r s . H e  a d o p te d  th e  p r a c tic e  o f r e a d in g  e v e r y  d a y  

a  c h a p te r f r o m  th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t o r  s o m e  o th e r p io u s  b o o k .  

T o  th is  k in d  a n d  f i r m  s p i r i tu a l f a th e r  h e  r e p a i r e d  e v e r y  n ig h t  

to  g iv e  a n  a c c o u n t o f th e  d a y  a n d  to  r e c e iv e  w o r d s  o f p r a is e  

o r a d m o n i t io n  o r r e p r o a c h . V a n  E s c h e d id  n o t s p o il h im .  

O n c e  w h e n  P e te r f a ile d  to  r e tu rn  p r o m p t ly  f r o m  a  v a c a t io n ,  

th e f a i th f u l s h e p h e rd  s u d d e n ly  a p p e a r e d in  N y m w e g e n  a n d  

b r o u g h t th e  lo s t s h e e p  b a c k  w ith  h im  to  C o lo g n e .

A m o n g  th e  y o u n g  m e n  w h o  e n jo y e d  th e  p r iv ile g e  o f  l iv in g  
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in  th e  s a m e  h o u s e  th e r e  w a s  o n e f r o m  L u b e c k  w h o  w a s in 

f e c te d  to  a  c o n s id e r a b le  e x te n t w ith  L u th e r a n is m . B u t F a th e r  

v a n  E s c h e , a id e d  b y  P e te r  C a n is iu s , s u c c e e d e d  in  w in n in g  h im  

b a c k  to  th e  C h u r c h . T h e  y o u th  b e c a m e  P e te r ’s  f a m i l ia r  f r ie n d .  

L a te r o n  h e e n te r e d  th e  O r d e r o f th e  C a r th u s ia n s , a n d  i s  

k n o w n  to  th is  d a y  a s  th e  le a rn e d  L a u r e n c e  S u r iu s , th e  a u th o r  

o f m a n y  d e v o t io n a l b o o k s  a s  w e ll a s  e x c e l le n t w o r k s  o n  d o g 

m a tic a l a n d  h is to r ic a l  s u b je c ts .

I n  1 5 4 0  P e te r C a n is iu s g r a d u a te d  f r o m  th e  F a c u l ty  o f  

A r ts . T h e  q u e s t io n  o f  h is  v o c a t io n , w h ic h  h e  h a d  r e c o m m e n d e d  

to  G o d  w ith  u n d im in is h e d  f e rv o r d u r in g  a l l th e  f o u r  y e a rs ,  

n o w  b e c a m e  a c tu a l. T o  p le a s e  h is f a th e r  h e  b e g a n  th e  s tu d y  

o f L a w . W h e n , h o w e v e r , h is f a th e r s u g g e s te d  m a r r ia g e , h e  

f i r m ly  d e c la re d  i t w a s  n o t  h is  in te n tio n  to  e n te r  in to  th a t  s ta te  

a t a l l . H e  a ls o  d e c l in e d  to  a c c e p t a n  e c c le s ia s t ic a l b e n e f ic e  

w h ic h  i t w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  e a s y  f o r h is f a th e r  to  p r o c u r e  f o r  

h im . H e  d id  n o t a s  y e t k n o w  h is m in d , e x c e p t th a t h e  w a s  

r e s o lv e d to s tu d y th e o lo g y . A f te r lo n g  d is c u s s io n s J a m e s  

C a n is  f in a lly  a c q u ie s c e d  to  h is  s o n ’s  d e s i r e , a n d  P e te r  r e tu r n e d  

to  C o lo g n e  to  jo in  th e  d iv in i ty  s tu d e n ts .

W h ile s tu d y in g  th e s a c re d  s c ie n c e s h e  p e r u s e d  f o r h is  

o w n  s p i r i tu a l  in s t ru c t io n  th e  w o r k s  o f  th e  g r e a t  m y s t ic  d o c to r ,  

J o h n  T a u le r , o f th e  O r d e r o f P r e a c h e r s , a n d  d e r iv e d  g r e a t  

b e n e f i t f r o m  th e m . ( 1 3 0 0 — 1 3 6 1 ) I t g r ie v e d  h im  m u c h  to  s e e  

h o w  d e f e c t iv e  w a s th e  o n ly  p r in te d  e d i t io n  o f th e s e d e e p ly  

s p i r i tu a l  b o o k s . T h o u g h  o n ly  a  y o u n g  s tu d e n t o f  s o m e  tw e n ty  

y e a r s C a n is iu s r e s o lv e d  to  i s s u e  a  n e w  e d i t io n , a  r e s o lu t io n  

w h ic h  h e  e v e n tu a l ly  c a r r ie d  o u t . T h is  e n te r p r i s e  f o r e s h a d o w e d  

o n e  o f th e  m o s t s t r ik in g  f e a tu r e s o f h is  la te r a c t iv ity . Y e a rs  

b e f o r e  th is  t im e , a  w o m a n  w h o  w a s h ig h ly  r e s p e c te d  b y  th e  

p e o p le f o r h e r g e n u in e  v ir tu e , h a d  d e c la r e d  to  h im  th a t h e  

w o u ld  s o m e  d a y  r e n d e r  g r e a t s e r v ic e  to  th e  C h u r c h  b y  th e  c o m 

p o s i tio n  o f  b o o k s . A n o th e r  s a in t ly  w o m a n  h a d  s p o k e n  to  h im  

o f  a  n e w  O r d e r , th r o u g h  w h ic h  G o d  w o u ld  s e n d  h u m b le  b u t  

e f f ic ie n t la b o r e r s  in to  H is  v in e y a rd ; P e te r s h e  s a id  w o u ld  b e 

c o m e  th e i r  c o m p a n io n .
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W h ile h e w a s p r e p a r in g  th e m a n u s c r ip t f o r th e p r e s s ,  

P e te r C a n is iu s m a d e  th e a c q u a in ta n c e o f a y o u n g  S p a n is h  

p r ie s t . A lv a ro  A lp h o n s o  h a d  c o m e  to  G e r m a n y  in  c o m p a n y  

w ith  B le s s e d  P e te r F a b e r , o f w h o s e  v ir tu e  h e  g a v e  th e  m o s t  

g lo w in g  a c c o u n ts . H e  p r a is e d  h im  in  p a r t ic u la r f o r  th e  a b i l i ty  

w ith  w h ic h  h e  c o u ld  h a n d le  a  p e c u l ia r s y s te m  o f  m e d i ta t io n s  

a n d  in s t r u c tio n s , c a l le d  “ T h e  S p ir i tu a l E x e r c is e s ”  w h ic h  h a d  

b e e n  d e v is e d  b y  I g n a t iu s L o y o la , a s a in t ly S p a n is h  p r ie s t .  

I g n a tiu s , to g e th e r w ith  F a b e r a n d  o th e r z e a lo u s m e n , h a d  

e s ta b l i s h e d  a  n e w  O r d e r , w h o s e  m e m b e r s a d d e d  to  th e  u s u a l  

th r e e r e l ig io u s v o w s o f p o v e r ty , c h a s ti ty a n d  o b e d ie n c e , a  

f o u r th  o n e  b y  w h ic h  th e y  o b l ig e d  th e m s e lv e s  to  w o r k  f o r th e  

s a lv a t io n  o f  s o u ls  in  w h a te v e r f ie ld  th e  V ic a r o f  C h r is t w o u ld  

a s s ig n  to  th e m . A  f e w  y e a r s  b e f o r e , in  1 5 4 0 , P o p e  P a u l I I I  

h a d  g iv e n  i t h is  s o le m n  s a n c t io n . C a n is iu s ’ h e a r t w a s  b u r n in g .  

H e  n o w  lo o k e d  u p o n  th e  p r o p h e tic  w o r d s  o n c e  s p o k e n  to  h im  

in  a n o th e r l ig h t . H e  r e s o lv e d  to  p u t h im s e l f a t le a s t f o r a  

s h o r t t im e  u n d e r  th e  g u id a n c e  o f th e  S a in tly  F a b e r . I n  th e  

e a r ly  s p r in g  o f 1 5 4 3  h e  s e t o u t f o r M a in z ( M a y e n c e ) w h e r e  

F a b e r  w a s  th e n  r e s id in g .

T h e r e h e s o o n  f o u n d  th a t h e w a s in  th e  c o m p a n y  o f a  

th o r o u g h ly  s p i r i tu a l m a n , a n d  F a b e r ’s  h e a r ty  f r ie n d l in e s s  a n d  

w in n in g  w a y s  c o n t r ib u te d  to  in s p ir e  C a n is iu s  w ith  u n b o u n d e d  

c o n f id e n c e . H e  r e q u e s te d  th e  f a v o r o f  g o in g  th r o u g h  th e  e n 

t i r e S p ir i tu a l E x e r c is e s o f th i r ty  d a y s u n d e r h is d ir e c t io n .  

“ W o r d s c a n n o t e x p r e s s ,” h e w r o te  a t th e  e n d  o f th is h o ly  

s e c lu s io n  to  a  f r ie n d , “ h o w  m u c h  l ig h t I  r e c e iv e d  d u r in g  th e s e  

b le s s e d  d a y s , a n d  h o w  c o n d e s c e n d in g  G o d  w a s  to w a r d s m e .  

T h e s e th i r ty  d a y s h a v e m a d e  m e  a d if f e r e n t m a n .” D u r in g  

th is  r e t r e a t th e  q u e s tio n  o f  h is  v o c a t io n , th e  o b je c t o f  s o  m u c h  

p r a y e r , w a s  d e f in i te ly  s e tt le d . “ W h ile  s c ru t in iz in g  m y  in te r io r  

m o r e c a r e f u l ly , I le a rn e d  h o w  to  p r a y  to  G o d  in  th e  S p ir i t  

a n d  in  T r u th . I u n d e r s to o d  th a t th e  m o d e  o f l i f e  a s  o u t l in e d  

b y  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n s  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  o f J e s u s  i s  e x a c t ly  w h a t I  

n e e d  to  l iv e  h a p p i ly  a n d  to  s e r v e m y G o d  f a i th f u l ly . A n d  

h e a r in g , l ik e  S t . M a th e w  in  h is  to l l b o o th , n o t o b s c u r e ly  th e  
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c a l l o f th e  L o rd  I a m  n o t a t l ib e r ty  to  r e s is t h is  in v i ta t io n . ”  

W ith o u t h e s ita t in g  a m o m e n t h e  w r o te  w ith  h is o w n  h a n d  : 

“ I n  th e  y e a r o f  th e  L o r d  1 6 4 3 , o n  th e  F e a s t o f  th e  A p p a r it io n  

o f  S t . M ic h a e l , M a y  8 , m y  b ir th d a y , e n te r in g  in to  m y  tw e n ty -  

th i r d  y e a r , a f te r  g iv in g  th is  im p o r ta n t m a tte r d u e  c o n s id e r a 

t io n , I v o w  b e f o r e G o d  A lm ig h ty , th e  B le s s e d  V ir g in  M a r y ,  

S t . M ic h a e l  th e  A r c h a n g e l , a n d  a l l th e  S a in ts , to  p la c e  m y s e l f  

e n t i r e ly  u n d e r  th e  o b e d ie n c e  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  J e s u s .”  B le s s e d  

P e te r  F a b e r  r e c e iv e d  h im  in to  th e  o r d e r , a n d  a f te r  a  f u r th e r  

s ta y  o f a  f e w  d a y s , P e te r  C a n is iu s r e tu r n e d  to  C o lo g n e  a s a  

n o v ic e  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  J e s u s .

F ir s t Y e a r s o f R e l ig io u s L if e .

T h e  S o c ie ty  o f J e s u s  p o s s e s s e d  n o  h o u s e  a t C o lo g n e , in  

f a c t n o n e  in  a l l G e rm a n y . S o  th e  y o u n g  n o v ic e  t r ie d  to  m a k e  

u p  f o r  th e  la c k  o f  th e  r e g u la r  t r a in in g  in  a  n o v ic ia te  b y  w o r k s  

o f  c h a r i ty  to w a rd s  th e  s ic k  a n d  th e  p o o r , s o  m u c h  s o  th a t F a 

b e r , w h o m  h e  k e p t a c c u r a te ly  in f o r m e d , s a w  f i t to  r e s tr ic t h is  

z e a l , le s t h is  s tu d ie s  m ig h t b e  n e g le c te d . D u r in g  th is  t im e  l ie  

r e c e iv e d  th e  n e w s  th a t  h is  F a th e r  w a s  s e r io u s ly  i l l . H e  a t o n c e  

h a s te n e d  to  N y m w e g e n . W h e n  h e  e n te re d  th e  s ic k  r o o m , h is  

f a th e r r e c o g n iz e d  h im , b u t w a s  u n a b le  to  r e tu r n  h is  g r e e t in g .  

I t w o u ld  s e e m  th a t th e  d e s ir e  o n c e  m o r e  to  s e e  h is  f i r s tb o rn  

c h i ld  h a d  b e e n  th e  o n ly  f o r c e  th a t k e p t h im  a l iv e , b e c a u s e  h e  

d ie d  th e  v e r y  m o m e n t th a t h e  s a w  P e te r  a n d  h e a r d  h is  v o ic e . 

P e te r e v e r k e p t h im  in  lo v in g  m e m o r y  a n d  h e ld  h im  u p  a s  

a n  e x a m p le  o f C h r is t ia n  v ir tu e  to  h is  y o u n g  r e la t iv e s .

N o  o n e  a s  y e t k n e w  o f th e  g r e a t s te p  h e  h a d  ta k e n . H e  

n o w  d is c lo s e d  i t  to  h is  s te p m o th e r ,  b u t th e  g o o d  la d y  c o u ld  n o t  

u n d e r s ta n d  i t . S h e  th o u g h t h im  to  b e th e  v ic tim  o f a n  im 

p o s to r w h o s e  s o le  p u r p o s e  w a s to  g e t th e  m o n e y  o f th e  r ic h  

h e i r , a n d  s h e  e v e n  u s e d  v io le n t la n g u a g e  a g a in s t P e te r  F a b e r .  

B u t a  le t te r f r o m  F a b e r , f u l l o f m e e k n e s s a n d  c h a r i ty , d is 

a r m e d  h e r c o m p le te ly . S h e  n o t o n ly  p u t n o  m o r e  o b s ta c le s  in  

P e te r ’s  w a y , b u t la te r  o n  g la d ly  a l lo w e d  a n o th e r o f h e r  s o n s ,  
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T h e o d o r ic , to  jo in  th e  S o c ie ty . T h e o d o r ic  C a n is iu s a ls o  b e 

c a m e  a n  a b le  w o r k e r  in  th e  v in e y a r d  o f  th e  L o r d . A  to u c h in g  

lo v e  a n d  a f fe c tio n  a lw a y s  u n i te d  th e  tw o  d is t in g u is h e d  b r o th e r s .  

W h e n  P e te r r e tu rn e d  to  C o lo g n e , th r e e  y o u n g  N y m w e g ia n s  

f o l lo w e d  h im , tw o  to  e n te r  th e  C a r th u s ia n  O r d e r ,  o n e , th e  S o 

c ie ty  o f  J e s u s .

P a r t  o f h is  in h e r i ta n c e  P e te r  C a n is iu s d is tr ib u te d  a m o n g  

th e  c h a r i ta b le  in s t i tu t io n s  o f  h is  h o m e  to w n . T h e  g r e a te r  p o r 

t io n  w e n t  to  e s ta b l i s h  th e  f i r s t h u m b le  f o u n d a t io n  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  

o f J e s u s  T n  G e r m a n y , th e  r e s id e n c e  a t C o lo g n e , w h ic h  s o o n  

h a r b o r e d  a  l i t t le c o m m u n i ty  o f e ig h t N o v ic e s w ith  B le s s e d  

P e te r  F a b e r  a s  s u p e r io r . B u t  th e  “ e n e m y  o f  th e  h u m a n  r a c e ”  

s u d d e n ly  r o u s e d  a  s to r m  a g a in s t th e m . T h e y  w e r e  to  b e  e x 

p e l le d  f ro m  th e  c i ty . P r o f e s s o r s h ip s  a n d  o th e r b r i l l ia n t p r e 

f e rm e n ts w e r e  o f f e r e d  to  C a n is iu s to  s e p a r a te h im  f r o m  h is  

b r e th re n . T h e  f a c t th a t a s  s tu d e n ts  th e y  w e r e  u n d e r  th e  c iv i l  

ju r i s d ic t io n  o f  th e  u n iv e rs i ty  p r o te c te d  th e m  a g a in s t  th e  w o r s t  

e x t r e m e s  o f th e  p e r s e c u t io n , b u t th e y  w e re  o b l ig e d  to  b r e a k  

u p  th e i r c o m m o n  l i f e  a n d  d w e l l in  p r iv a te h o u s e s . I n  th e  

c o u r s e  o f  t im e , h o w e v e r ,  a  b e t te r  ty p e  o f  m e n  c a m e  in to  p o w e r  

in  th e  c i ty , a n d  th e  v e x a tio n s  c e a s e d  e n t ir e ly .

T h o u g h  o n ly  a d e a c o n , C a n is iu s n o w  b e g a n  to  p r e a c h , 

f i r s t in  a  v i l la g e  n e a r C o lo g n e , th e n  in  th e  f a m o u s  c h u r c h  o f  

“ S t . M a r y  in  th e  C a p i to l , ”  a n d  th e  e l i te  o f th e  c i ty  c r o w d e d  

to  h is  s e rm o n s . B u t h e  a lw a y s  s h o w e d  a  p r e d i le c t io n  f o r  y o u n g 

s tu d e n ts , w h o  in  la r g e  n u m b e r s  w o u ld  v is i t h im  in  h is  r o o m ,  

a n d  w h o m  a b o v e  a l l h e  s o u g h t to  e n c o u r a g e  to  th e  f r e q u e n t  

r e c e p tio n  o f th e  s a c ra m e n ts . I n  1 5 4 6  h e  w a s  o r d a in e d  p r ie s t ,  

a f a c t w h ic h  s t i l l m o r e  in f la m e d  h is a p o s to l ic a r d o r . I t w a s  

n o t lo n g , h o w e v e r , u n t i l a p e re m p to ry  le t te r f ro m  S t . I g 

n a t iu s  p u t a n  e n d  to  th is  a c tiv i ty . T h e  f a r s ig h te d  f o u n d e r  o f  

th e  n e w  O r d e r  d e s ir e d  h im  to  d e v o te  a l l h is  a v a i la b le  t im e  a n d  

e n e r g y  to  s tu d y . I t w a s  n o  s m a ll s a c r i f ic e  f o r  th e  z e a lo u s  a n d  

s u c c e s s f u l la b o re r , b u t h e  o b e y e d  w ith o u t h e s ita t io n .

H o w  h ig h  a n  o p in io n  w a s e n te r ta in e d  o f th e  a b i l i ty  o f  

th e  y o u n g  r e l ig io u s — h e  w a s ju s t tw e n ty - f iv e y e a r s o ld — a p 
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p e a r s f r o m  th e  f a c t th a t o n  o n e  o c c a s io n  h is  s u p e r io r s s e n t  

h im  in to  B e lg iu m  to  c o n d u c t  th e  n e g o t ia t io n s  f o r  th e  e s ta b l i s h 

m e n t o f  a  c o l le g e  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  a t L o u v a in . H e  w a s  to  u n 

d e r ta k e  m is s io n s  o f  s t i l l g r e a te r  im p o r ta n c e .

T h e  s e v e ra l y e a r s  w h ic h  P e te r  C a n is iu s s p e n t a t C o lo g n e  

w e r e c o in c id e n t w ith  a  g r a v e  c r is i s th r o u g h  w h ic h  th e  t r u e  

r e l ig io n  in  th a t c i ty  w a s  p a s s in g . F o r  tw e n ty  y e a r s  H e r m a n n  

v o n  W ie d , A r c h b is h o p  o f C o lo g n e , h a d  r e s is te d  th e  in r o a d s  

o f  L u th e ra n is m  in to  h is  d io c e s e . I n  1 5 3 6  h e  c e le b ra te d  a  P r o 

v in c ia l S y n o d  w h ic h  e n a c te d  th e  m o s t s a lu ta r y  d e c re e s . B u t  

a l l th is  w a s r a th e r  th e  w o r k  o f a b le  a d v is e r s th a n  h is o w n .  

G o o d n a tu r e d , w e a k , y e t o b s t in a te w ith a l , in  m a n y  w a y s , h is  

d e f ic ie n c ie s a s  a  s c h o la r  w e r e  s t i l l m o r e  n o to r io u s . A c c o r d in g  

to  a n  a n g r y  u t te r a n c e  o f E m p e ro r  C h a r le s  V  h e  h a d  n o t  s a id  

M a s s  m o r e  th a n  th r e e  t im e s  in  h is  l i f e , a n d  d id  n o t  e v e n  k n o w  

th e  Conf iteor b y  h e a r t . D u r in g  th e  s ta y  o f  C a n is iu s  a t  C o lo g n e  

s h r e w d  L u th e r a n  e m is s a r ie s w o n h im  o v e r to  th e i r h e r e s y ,  

w h ile  h is  f a i th f u l  C a th o l ic  c o u n s e l lo r s  f o u n d  th e  d o o r s  lo c k e d  

a g a in s t th e m . B le s s e d  P e te r F a b e r m a d e  a n  u n s u c c e s s f u l a t 

te m p t to  o p e n  th e  e y e s  o f  th e  u n f o r tu n a te  p r e la te . H e r m a n n ’s  

in te n t io n  to  r e s ig n  h is  e p is c o p a l o f f ic e , w h ile  r e ta in in g  h is  p o s i 

t io n  a s  a  s o v e re ig n  o f th e  te r r i to ry , s u b je c t to  th e  A r c h b is h o p -  

E le c to r  o f C o lo g n e , b e c a m e  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  a p p a r e n t . S u c h  a  

d e v e lo p m e n t w o u ld  h a v e ,  p r o v e d  a  g r a v e  m is fo r tu n e  n o t o n ly  

f o r  C o lo g n e  b u t f o r  th e  w h o le  e m p ir e , b e c a u s e  th e  A r c h b is h o p  

o f C o lo g n e  w a s o n e  o f th e  s e v e n  “ E le c to r s ,” th r e e  o f w h o m  

w e r e  a l r e a d y  P r o te s ta n t .  U n d e r  th e  le a d e rs h ip  o f  th e  in d o m ita 

b le  C a n o n  J o h n  G r o p p e r ,  a  W e s tp h a lia n ,  th e  c le rg y  a n d  th e  u n i 

v e rs i ty  o f  C o lo g n e  o f f e r e d  s to u t r e s is ta n c e , a n d  P e te r C a n is iu s  

w a s  d e s t in e d  to  p la y  a n  im p o r ta n t  p a r t in  th e  s t ru g g le .

W h e n , in 1 5 4 4 , E m p e r o r C h a r le s V  c a m e to C o lo g n e , 

C a n is iu s w a s  d e p u te d  to  w a it u p o n  th e  m o n a r c h  a n d  im p lo r e  

h is a c t iv e  in te r f e re n c e . A s th e  p r o m is e s  g iv e n  to  h im  w e r e  

n o t c a r r ie d  o u t im m e d ia te ly , h e f o l lo w e d th e e m p e ro r to  

B r u s s e ls , w h e r e h e a ls o  m e t th e  A p o s to l ic N u n c io . T h in g s  

n o w  b e g a n  to  m o v e . T h e  p o p e  e x c o m m u n ic a te d  a n d  d e p o s e d  
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th e  a r c h b is h o p , a n d  th e  e m p e r o r d e c la r e d  h is te m p o r a l p o s 

s e s s io n s  f o r fe i te d . D u r in g  a n o th e r e m b a s s y  C a n is iu s  o b ta in e d  

f in a n c ia l  a id  f r o m  th e  P r in c e - B is h o p  o f  L ie g e , a n d  a g a in  w e n t ,  

th is  t im e  in  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  a d m in is t r a to r w h o m  th e  p o p e  h a d  

a p p o in te d  f o r C o lo g n e , to  t r e a t w ith  th e  e m p e ro r a t U lm  in  

S o u th e r n  G e rm a n y . C h a r le s V ’s v ic to r y  o v e r th e S m a lk a ld  

L e a g u e , a n  a l l ia n c e  o f  r e b e l  P r o te s ta n t p r in c e s , o n  w h o m  H e r 

m a n n  v o n  W ie d  h a d  r e l ie d , s e c u r e d  C o lo g n e  f o r th e  C h u r c h ,  

a n d  i t s  e le c to rs h ip  f o r th e  C a th o l ic  c a u s e .— B e s id e s C a n is iu s ’ 

e v id e n t  a b i l i ty  th e  d o u b le  f a c t , th a t h is  f a th e r , J a m e s  C a n is iu s ,  

h a d  r e n d e r e d  n o te w o r th y  s e r v ic e s  to  th e  e m p e r o r  a n d  w a s  p e r 

s o n a l ly  k n o w n  to  h im , a n d  th a t  P e te r  h im s e l f  s p o k e  th e  F le m is h  

d ia le c t w h ic h  w a s C h a r le s ’ V ’s  m o th e r - to n g u e , n o  d o u b t h a d  

h a d  m u c h  to  d o  w ith  h is  c h o ic e  a s  s p o k e s m a n  a n d  e n v o y , a n d  

w ith  th e  s u c c e s s th a t a t te n d e d  h is e f fo r t s . H e  h a d  th u s p e r 

f o r m e d  h is  f i r s t g r e a t s e rv ic e s  to  th e  C h u r c h  a n d  to  G e rm a n y .

O n  h is  jo u r n e y  to  U lm  P e te r C a n is iu s  m e t C a r d in a l O tto  

T r u c h s e s s , B is h o p  o f A u g s b u r g , w h o s e  a c q u a in ta n c e  h e h a d  

m a d e o n  a f o r m e r o c c a s io n . T h e  c a rd in a l n o w  c a r r ie d  in to  

e x e c u tio n  th e  p la n  w h ic h  h e h a d  lo n g  c h e r is h e d o f s e n d in g  

C a n is iu s a s  h is  th e o lo g ia n  to  th e  C o u n c i l o f T r e n t , w h ic h  h a d  

b e e n  o p e n e d  in  1 5 4 5  a n d  h a d  m e a n w h i le  b e e n  te m p o r a r i ly  t r a n s 

f e r r e d  to  B o lo g n a  in  I ta ly . C a n is iu s th e re  d e l iv e r e d  s e v e r a l  

a d d r e s s e s in  th e  c o n s u l t in g  m e e t in g s  o f  th e  th e o lo g ia n s : F r o m  

B o lo g n a , h o w e v e r , h e  w a s  s u m m o n e d  to  R o m e  b y  S t . I g n a t iu s , 

a n d  f o r th e  f i r s t t im e  s a w  th e  f o u n d e r a n d  G e n e r a l S u p e r io r  

o f th e  S o c ie ty , w h ic h  h e  h a d  e m b r a c e d  w ith  s u c h  h ig h - s o u le d  

a r d o r . T o  t r y  h is v ir tu e  th e  S a in t d id  n o t a l lo w  h im  to  jo in  

th e  c o m m u n i ty , b u t k e p t h im  f o r  s e v e ra l  w e e k s  a m o n g  th e  c a n 

d id a te s o f th e  O r d e r . C a n is iu s h a d  n e x t to  g o  th r o u g h  th a t  

p r o b a t io n  w h ic h th e I n s t i tu te o f th e S o c ie ty  p r e s c r ib e s f o r  

th o s e  w h o  h a v e  f in is h e d  th e i r  s tu d ie s . T h e n , w h ile  m a n y  in  G e r 

m a n y  w e r e  u r g in g  h is s p e e d y  r e tu r n  to  h is f a th e r la n d ,  a n d  

w h ile  n a tu ra l ly  h e  h im s e l f  th o u g h t  o f  n o th in g  e ls e , S t . I g n a t iu s  

d e c id e d  to  s e n d  h im  n o t  to  G e r m a n y  b u t  to  M e s s in a  in  S ic i ly ,  to  

b e c o m e  te a c h e r o f  a  c o l le g e  c la s s . W ith o u t th e  s l ig h te s t m u r -  
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m u r C a n is iu s w e n t to  h is n e w  d e s t in a t io n  a n d  th r e w  h im s e l f  

in to  th e  w o r k  a s  i f  h e  h a d  n e v e r  th o u g h t o f  a n y th in g  e ls e . H e  

a ls o  p r e a c h e d  in L a t in  a n d  I ta l ia n , a n d  b e g a n  to  f o r m  f a r -  

r e a c h in g  p la n s  f o r  th e  c o n v e rs io n  o f  G r e e c e  a n d  o th e r E a s te rn  

c o u n t r ie s . B u t w h e th e r S t . I g n a tiu s r e a l ly  in te n d e d  h im  f o r  

I ta ly , o r w h e th e r h e  m e a n t th is d is p o s i t io n  o n ly  a s a n o th e r  

k in d  o f p r o b a t io n  : a f te r a  y e a r C a n is iu s r e c e iv e d  o r d e rs to  

c o m e  to  R o m e  a n d  to  p r e p a r e  f o r  h is  r e tu r n  to  G e rm a n y .

D e f in i te  M is s io n  to  G e r m a n y .

S t . I g n a t iu s  h a d  r e c e iv e d  a n  u r g e n t r e q u e s t f ro m  W illia m  

I V , D u k e  o f B a v a r ia , to  s e n d  h im  a  f e w  c a p a b le  p r o f e s s o r s  

f o r  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  I n g o ls ta d t , w h ic h  w a s  s u f f e r in g  g r ie v o u s ly  

f r o m  r e l ig io u s c o n f u s io n  o f th e  t im e s . T h e D u k e m o r e o v e r  

h a d  s ig n i f ie d  h is in te n tio n  o f e s ta b l i s h in g  f o r th e  S o c ie ty  o f  

J e s u s  a  c o m p le te  c o l le g e , w h ic h  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  th e  f i r s t in s t i 

tu t io n  o f  th e  k in d  to  b e  f o u n d e d  in  G e r m a n y . D is r e g a r d in g  a l l  

o th e r p e t i t io n s S t . I g n a t iu s  r e s o lv e d  to  s e n d  th r e e  m e n  to  I n 

g o ls ta d t . H is  s e le c t io n s w e r e  S a lm e r o n , o n e  o f th e  f i r s t s e v e n  

F a th e rs  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  J e s u s , L e  J a y  w h o  h a d  f o r m e r ly  b e e n  

in  G e r m a n y , a n d  P e te r  C a n is iu s .

C a n is iu s  a lo n e  h a p p e n e d  to  b e  in  R o m e . H e  r e c e iv e d  P o p e  

P a u l I l l ’s a p o s to l ic  b le s s in g  f o r th e  g r e a t m is s io n  w h ic h  h e  

a n d  h is tw o  b r e th r e n  w e re  to  u n d e r ta k e . F r o m  th e  a u d ie n c e  

w ith  th e  H o ly  F a th e r  h e  r e p a i r e d  to  th e  B a s il ic a  o f S t . P e te r  

to  im p lo r e  in f e rv e n t p r a y e r th e  p o w e r fu l a s s is ta n c e o f th e  

M o s t H ig h . “ I t  p le a s e d  T h e e , O  E te r n a l H ig h p r ie s t” , h e  w r i te s  

in  h is m e m o ir , “ th a t I s h o u ld  f e e l im p e l le d  to  a s k  T h y  H o ly  

A p o s t le s , w h o s e  r e l ic s a r e  v e n e r a te d  in  th e  A ^ a tic a n  B a s il ic a ,  

f o r  th e  c o n f i rm a t io n  a n d  e f f ic a c y  o f th e  p a p a l b le s s in g . I e x 

p e r ie n c e d  a  g r e a t c o n s o la t io n  a n d  b e c a m e  c o n s c io u s  o f  th e  p r e s 

e n c e  o f  T h y  g r a c e , w h ic h  s o  k in d ly  w a s  g r a n te d  to  m e  th r o u g h  

th e s e  p o w e rf u l p r o te c to r s . T h e y  o n  th e i r p a r t a ls o  b e s to w e d  

u p o n  m e  th e i r  b le s s in g  a n d  s a n c tio n e d  m y  m is s io n  to  G e r m a n y . 

T h o u  k n o w e s t , O  L o r d , h o w  o f te n  a n d  e a r n e s t ly  o n  th a t d a y  
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T h o u  h a s t r e c o m m e n d e d G e rm a n y  to  m e , th a t , a s th e  g o o d  

F a th e r  F a b e r  d id , I  m ig h t  s u r r e n d e r  m y s e l f  e n t i r e ly  to  i t s  w e l 

f a re  a n d  l iv e  a n d  d ie  f o r  th a t c o u n t ry .”

W h ile  a t R o m e , C a n is iu s w a s to  ta k e  h is  f in a l v o w s  a s a  

m e m b e r o f th e S o c ie ty  o f J e s u s . G r e a t in te r io r f a v o r s  w e r e  

b e s to w e d o n  h im  d u r in g  h is p r e p a r a t io n s f o r th is im p o r ta n t  

s te p . “ W h ile  I w a s p r a y in g  b e f o r e th e  a l ta r o f th e H o ly  

A p o s t le s  P e te r  u n d  P a u l , a  n e w  g r a c e  w a s  g r a n te d  to  m e . T h o u  

g a v e s t m e  a  s p e c ia l A n g e l to  in s tr u c t a n d  a id  m e  b y  h is  g u id 

a n c e  in  th e  s u b l im e  l i f e  o f  a  p r o f e s s e d  m e m b e r  o f th e  S o c ie ty  

o f J e s u s . T h e r e  b e f o r e  m e  la y  m y  s o u l in  i t s  w h o le  u g l in e s s ,  

d is f ig u r e d  b y  c o u n t le s s f a u l ts  a n d  p a s s io n s . T h e  A n g e l , tu r n 

in g  to  th e th r o n e  o f T h y  M a je s ty , p o in te d  to  m y  u t te r u n 

w o r th in e s s , e s t im a t in g  i t in  q u a n t i ty  a n d  n u m b e r , to  m a k e  m e  

r e a l iz e  h o w  l i t t le  I d e s e rv e d  to  b e  a d m it te d  to  th e  a c t o f p r o 

f e s s io n . H e  e m p h a s iz e d  th e  d if f ic u lty  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  in  g u id in g  

s u c h  a  s o u l o n  s o  s u b l im e  a  w a y  o f  p e r f e c tio n . T h e n , O  L o r d ,  

th o u  d id s t s h o w  to  m e  T h y  s a c r e d  h e a r t , d id s t b id  m e  d r in k  

f r o m  th e  f o u n ta in , d id s t in v i te  m e  to  d r a w  f r o m  T h y  s o u r c e s  

th e  w a te r s o f s a lv a t io n . I f e l t a n  a r d e n t d e s i r e  th a t to r r e n ts  

o f F a i th , H o p e , a n d  C h a r i ty  s h o u ld  in u n d a te  m y  s o u l . I th i r 

s te d  f o r P o v e r ty , C h a s t i ty , a n d  O b e d ie n c e . I y e a r n e d to  b e  

e n t i r e ly  w a s h e d , c lo th e d , a n d  a d o r n e d  b y  T h e e . T h e n  I h a d  

th e  c o u r a g e  to  to u c h  T h y  m o s t s w e e t H e a r t w ith  m y  l ip s , a n d  

to  q u e n c h  m y  th i r s t f r o m  i t . T o  c o v e r th e  n e e d s  o f m y  s o u l  

T h o u  d id s t p r o m is e m e  a  g a r m e n t c o n s is t in g  o f th r e e p a r ts  : 

P e a c e , L o v e  a n d  P e r s e v e ra n c e .”

C a n is iu s h a d  n e v e r h a d  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f f in is h in g  u p  

h is  a c a d e m ic  s tu d ie s  b y  p r o m o t io n  to  th e  d e g r e e  o f D o c to r o f  

T h e o lo g y . I n  th e  s a m e  c o n d i t io n  w e r e th e  o th e r tw o  J e s u i t s ,  

S a lm e r o n  a n d  L e  J a y , w ith  w h o m  h e  w a s s e t o u t f o r I n g o l 

s ta d t . S t . I g n a t iu s  th o u g h t th a t th is  t i t le  w o u ld  in c r e a s e  th e i r  

a u th o r i ty  a s p r o f e s s o r s . A r r a n g e m e n ts w e r e  th e re f o re  m a d e  

w ith  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f B o lo g n a  f o r th e ir p r o m o t io n . “ I w a s  

in  g r e a t a n x ie ty ” , C a n is iu s  w r i te s , “ o n  a c c o u n t o f  th e  r ig o r o u s  

e x a m in a t io n . B u t  T h o u , O  L o r d , d id s t d e ig n  to  g iv e  l ig h t a n d  
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c le a rn e s s to  m y  c o n f u s e d  m in d . T h o u  e v e n  d id s t in s p i re  m e  

w ith  th e  d e s i re , th a t m y  ig n o r a n c e  w h ic h  in  m y  p r id e  I h a d  

w is h e d  to  r e m a in  h id d e n  s h o u ld  b e  d e te c te d .” H e  lo o k e d  u p o n  

th e  p r o m o t io n  w ith  th e  g r e a te s t r e l ig io u s  r e s p e c t a n d  r e p u te d  

i t a  h ig h  h o n o r  to  b e  d e c la r e d  a  p r o f e s s io n a l “ T e a c h e r ” ( D o c 

to r ) o f th e  s a c r e d  s c ie n c e s . A f te r th e  e x a m in a t io n  w a s  o v e r ,  

w e  f in d  h im  a g a in  in  p r a y e r , a n d  c o n s o la t io n s s im i la r  to  th o s e  

h e  h a d  r e c e iv e d  b e f o r e  ta k in g  h is la s t v o w s f i l le d  h is h e a r t .  

“ A ll m y  p a t ro n  S a in ts , i t s e e m e d  to  m e , g a v e  m e  th e i r  b le s s in g ,  

a n d  b e c a m e  s p o n s o rs  f o r  m y  s u c c e s s  a n d  m y  r e w a r d  a s  te a c h e r .  

T o  T h e e , O  F a th e r  o f a l l W is d o m , I g iv e  th a n k s  f o r r a is in g  

T h y  h u m b le  s e rv a n t  to  th e  d ig n ity  o f  th e  D o c to ra te  a n d  p u t t in g  

m e  o n  th e  s a m e  le v e l w ith  m y  tw o  e x c e l le n t b r e th r e n .” T o  b e  

a  T e a c h e r  o f  th e  F a i th  h e  e v e r d e e m e d  a  g r e a t p r iv ile g e  a n d  

s in c e r e ly  th a n k e d  G o d  f o r  h a v in g  c a l le d  h im  “ in to  o u r  S o c ie ty  

a n d  a m o n g  th e  te a c h e r s , a n d  g iv e n  m e  th e  g r a c e  n o t to  r e m a in  

a  d u m b  “ C a n is ” ( d o g ) b u t to  r a is e  m y  v o ic e  in  th e  c h a i r o f  

O r th o d o x  F a i th .”

H e  e v e r  r e m a in e d  d e v o u t ly  c o n s c io u s  o f  th e  d iv in e  m is s io n  

g iv e n  h im  f o r  th e  w e lfa r e  o f G e r m a n y . H a v in g  in  m in d  th e  

r e l ig io u s p l ig h t o f h is f a th e r la n d , h e  w r o te  a  f e w  y e a r s la te r  

to  th e  D u k e  o f  B a v a r ia  : “ T h e r e  i s  n o  la n d  o n  e a r th  w h ic h  w e  

J e s u i t s  o u g h t to  h a v e  s o  n e a r  o u r  h e a r t a s  G e r m a n y .” A n d  in  

a m e m o r ia l c o m p o s e d  f o r C a r d in a l H o s iu s , P a p a l L e g a te a t  

th e  C o u n c i l o f T r e n t , h e  s a y s , “ A m o n g  th e  G e r m a n  h e r e t ic s  

th e r e  a r e  v e r y  m a n y , w h o  e r r w ith o u t s tu b b o rn n e s s , w ith o u t  

o b d u r a te n e s s . T h e y  e r r a c c o r d in g  to  th e  m a n n e r o f th e  G e r 

m a n s , w h o  a r e  b y  n a tu r e  f o r  th e  m o s t p a r t h o n e s t , a n d  d o c i le  

to  w h a t th e y  h e a r in  s c h o o l a n d  c h u r c h .” R o m e , h e  w a s c o n 

v in c e d  w o u ld  o b ta in  th e  g r e a te s t r e s u l t s b y  k in d n e s s . I n  a c 

c o r d a n c e  w ith  th is  p r in c ip le  h e  o b ta in e d  d is p e n s a t io n s , a n d  le n i 

e n c y  in  a p p ly in g  c e r ta in  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  p e n a l t ie s , “ le s t th e  s m o l 

d e r in g  f la x  b e  e x t in g u is h e d .”  H e  t r ie d  to  f i l l  h is  b r e th re n  in  r e 

l ig io n  w ith  lo v e  f o r  th e  u n h a p p y  c o u n t r y , a n d  o n  s u i ta b le  o c c a 

s io n s , f o r in s ta n c e  w h e n  th e y  c a m e  to  c o n f e s s io n  to  h im , e x 

h o r te d  th e m  to  p r a y  f o r G e r m a n y .
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F ir s t Y e a r s o f th e  G r e a t A p o s to la te .

T h e  th r e e  J e s u i t s  f o u n d  I n g o ls ta d t in  a  p i t ia b le  c o n d i t io n  

in d e e d . T h e r e w e r e f e w  s tu d e n ts o f th e o lo g y , a n d  s o m e o f  

th e s e  la c k e d  e v e n  th e  n e c e s s a r y  p r e lim in a r y  k n o w le d g e  f o r  th is  

b r a n c h . A m o n g  th e  p r o f e s s o r s o f th e  o th e r f a c u l t ie s s o m e  in 

c l in e d to w a rd s th e in n o v a t io n s o f th e d a y , a n d o th e r s  

w e r e o p e n ly P r o te s ta n t . T h e to w n s w a rm e d w ith P r o t 

e s ta n t b o o k s , e v e n  te x tb o o k s  u s e d  in  th e  s c h o o ls w e r e  o p e n ly  

u n - C a th o l ic . C h u r c h - g o in g  a n d  th e  f r é q u e n ta t io n  o f  th e  s a c r a 

m e n ts  h a d  f a l le n  in to  d is r e p u te , a n d  th e  c o m m a n d m e n ts  o f th e  

C h u r c h  w e re  o p e n ly  r id ic u le d . T h e  th r e e  F a th e r s w e r e , h o w 

e v e r , r e c e iv e d  w ith  g r e a t d e m o n s t ra t io n s o f h o n o r .

T h e y  b e g a n  th e i r  a c t iv i ty  in  th e i r  o w n  c h a r a c te r i s t ic  m a n 

n e r . B e s id e s  th e  th e o lo g ic a l le c tu r e s  th e y  g a v e  p r iv a te  in s t ru c 

t io n  to  th e  w e a k e r  s tu d e n ts , a n d  b e g g e d  m o n e y  a n d  o th e r  a lm s  

f o r th e  p o o r o n e s . C a n is iu s h e r e le a r n e d th e  H ig h - G e r m a n  

la n g u a g e  a n d  w a s  s o o n  b u s y  w ith  s e r m o n s  a n d  c a te c h e t ic a l in 

s t ru c t io n s  f o r  c h i ld r e n  a n d  a d u l t s . T h e  F a th e r s  a ls o  p r o c u r e d  

te m p o r a l a n d  s p i r i tu a l a id  f o r  th e  p o o r , s ic k , a n d  p r is o n e r s . T h e  

s tu d e n ts , a t f i r s t in  v e r y  s m a ll n u m b e r s a n d  to  th e  s u r p r is e  o f  

th e  c i t iz e n s , a p p r o a c h e d  th e  s a c ra m e n ts m o r e  f r e q u e n t ly . T h e  

n o n - C a th o l ic  a n d  s e m i- C a th o l ic  b o o k s  d is a p p e a r e d .

I n  1 5 5 0  th e  u n iv e rs i ty  e le c te d  C a n is iu s  R e c to r , a n  h o n o r  

w h ic h  h e  w a s  u n a b le  to  d e c l in e . T h e  te a c h in g  s ta f f  e v e n  d e s i re d  

to  m a k e  h im  V ic e -C h a n c e l lo r f o r l i f e , a n d  a f te r m u c h  r e s is t 

a n c e  h e  a c c e p te d  th e  d u t ie s  o f th is r e s p o n s ib le  o f f ic e  f o r s o m e  

m o n th s . I t  g a v e  h im  a  c h a n c e  to  im p a r t to  th e  B is h o p  o f E ic h -  

s ta d t , th e  C h a n c e l lo r o f th e  u n iv e rs i ty , a  c le a r e r id e a  o f th e  

) s a d  c o n d i t io n s  w h ic h  p r e v a i le d  a t I n g o ls ta d t . T h is  o f f ic e a ls o  

e n a b le d  h im  to  in t ro d u c e  a  l i t t le  m o r e  d is c ip l in e  a m o n g  th e  

s tu d e n ts . W h e n  a d m o n i t io n s , k in d  o r s e v e r e , d id  n o t le a d  to  

th e d e s ir e d r e s u l t s , h e p r o c e e d e d  r e s o lu te ly  to  in c a r c e r a t io n  

a n d  d is m is s a l . A  n e w  s p i r i t  b e c a m e  n o t ic e a b le  in  th e  u n iv e r s i ty .

H is  r e n o w n  r a p id ly  s p r e a d  b e y o n d  th e  c o n f in e s  o f  B a v a r ia .  

B is h o p  J u l iu s  P f lu g  o f N a u m b u r g  h a d  b e e n  d r iv e n  o u t o f  h is  

d io c e s e , b u t w a s a b le  to  r e tu rn  in  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f th e  v ic to r y
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o f  C h a r le s  V  o v e r  th e  S m a lk a ld  L e a g u e . H e  m o s t a r d e n tly  d e 

s i r e d  to  p r o c u r e  J e s u i ts  f o r  h is  n e a r ly  P r o te s ta n t iz e d  f lo c k . H e  

w r o te  to  th is  e f fe c t to  C a n is iu s , a n d  a l th o u g h  h is  r e q u e s t c o u ld  

n o t  b e  f u l f i l le d , i t w a s  a  b le s s in g  o f  im p o r ta n c e  to  th e  n e w  a p o s 

t le  to  h a v e  m a d e  th e  a c q u a in ta n c e  o f  th e  w o r th y  p r e la te  b y  le t te r ,  

a s  b o th  o f th e s e  m e n  w e r e  d e s tin e d  to  la b o r to g e th e r f o r th e  

s a k e  o f  th e C h u r c h  o n m a n y  a n  o c c a s io n .  T h e  B is h o p  o f E ic h s ta d t  

w is h e d  to  s e n d  h im  to  T r e n t , n o t in  th e  c a p a c i ty  o f  a  th e o lo g ia n  

b u t a s  h is  r e p re s e n ta t iv e . T h e  C a th e d r a l  C h a p te r  o f S tr a s s b u r g  

t r ie d  to  w in  h im  f o r  th e  p u lp it  o f  th e  C a th e d ra l . B u t a l l th e s e  

e n d e a v o r s  w e r e  c u t s h o r t b y  a  n e w  tu r n  o f a f f a i r s . D u k e  W il

l ia m  I V  h a d  d ie d  s o o n  a f te r th e  a r r iv a l o f th e  J e s u i t s  in  h is  

la n d , a n d  h is  s u c c e s s o r , A lb r e c h t  V , in f lu e n c e d  b y  n e w  c o u n s e l 

lo r s , m a d e  n o  m o v e  to w a r d  th e  e r e c t io n  o f  th e  p r o m is e d  c o l le g e .  

O n  th e  o th e r h a n d , F e r d in a n d  I o f A u s tr ia , “ K in g  o f th e  R o 

m a n s ” , ih a t i s th e  c h o s e n  s u c c e s s o r o f h is b r o th e r C h a r le s  V  

in  th e  im p e r ia l d ig n i ty , w a s  o n  th e  p o in t o f e s ta b l is h in g  a  c o l 

le g e  a t V ie n n a , w h e r e  F a th e r  L e  J a y  w a s  a l r e a d y  th e  s u p e r io r  

o f  a  s m a l l c o m m u n i ty . . S o  C a n is iu s  r e c e iv e d  o r d e r s  to  jo in  h is  

b r e th r e n  a t V ie n n a . A lb r e c h t V  la te r o n  f u l f i l le d  th e  p r o m is e  

g iv e n  b y  h is f a th e r  a n d  f o u n d e d  th e  c o l le g e  a t I n g o ls ta d t . T h e  

y e a r  s p e n t in  B a v a r ia  h a d  b e e n  a  r e a l  s c h o o l f o r  P e te r  C a n is iu s .  

H e  w a s  n o w  f a ir ly  w e ll in i t ia te d  in to  c o n d i t io n s in  G e r m a n y , 

a n d  h a d  a c c u m u la te d  a  g r e a t d e a l o f e x p e r ie n c e w h ic h  s e r v e d  

h im  w e l l in  h is  la te r y e a r s .

T h e  o u t lo o k  w a s  d a r k  in  V ie n n a  a n d  a  la r g e  p a r t o f  A u s tr ia ,  

m u c h  m o r e  s o  th a n  in  I n g o ls ta d t a n d  B a v a r ia . O p p o s i t io n  to  

th e  a u th o r i ty  o f th e  C h u r c h , c o n te m p t f o r th e  d o g m a s o f th e  

F a i th , a n d  n e g le c t o f  e c c le s ia s t ic a l la w s  a n d  u s a g e s  w e r e  r a m 

p a n t . B u t th e  k in g  a n d  m a n y  o f h is a d v is e r s  w e r e  s ta u n c h ly  

C a th o l ic , a n d  c o n s t i tu te d  w e ll n ig h  th e  o n ly  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  t r u e  

r e l ig io n . C a n is iu s  w a s  g iv e n  th e  ta s k  o f  s u p e r v is in g  th e  y o u n g e r  

s tu d e n ts  o f th e  c o l le g e a n d  e x p la in in g  th e  c a te c h is m  to  th e m .  

H e  a ls o  b e g a n  to  p r e a c h  w ith  s o  m u c h  s u c c e s s , th a t w ith in  a  

s h o r t w h ile  th e  la rg e s t c h u r c h  in  V ie n n a  a f te r th e  C a th e d r a l 

w a s a s s ig n e d to  h im . T h e p r in c ip a l s ta n d a r d b y w h ic h h e
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g a u g e d  h is  s u c c e s s  w a s  th e  in c r e a s e  in  th e  n u m b e r o f c o m m u 

n io n s . H e  a ls o  to o k  u p o n  h im s e l f th e  r e g u la r  c a r e  o f  th e  p r is 

o n e r s , a n d  a f te r  a  s e r ie s o f  a d d r e s s e s  to  th e m , s a w  th e  g r e a te r  

p a r t a t th e  H o ly -  T a b le . U n d e r  h is  d ir e c t io n  h is  y o u n g e r  b r e th 

r e n  g a v e  w e e k ly  c a te c h e t ic a l in s tr u c tio n s  in  th e  p r is o n s . T h e  

s a c r i f ic e s  w h ic h  th e  J e s u i t s  m a d e  w h e n  a  p e s t i le n c e  s w e p t th e  

c i ty , g a in e d  th e m  in c r e a s e d  p o p u la r i ty . F o r th e  p o o r in m a te s  

o f  th e  p u b l ic  h o s p i ta l C a n is iu s  h a d  p r in te d  in  s e v e ra l la n g u a g e s  

a  l i t t le  p r a y e r b o o k , w h ic h  b e s id e s  p r a y e rs  c o n ta in e d  s h o r t e x 

h o r ta t io n s  a n d  in s t r u c t io n s .

A b o u t  C h r is tm a s  w e  f in d  h im  o n  a  le n g th y  v is i t to  a n  a b a n 

d o n e d  p a r is h , w h ic h  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  h a d  n o t s e e n  a  p r ie s t . H e  

p r e a c h e d  e v e r y  d a y , g a th e re d  th e  c h i ld r e n  f o r in s t r u c t io n , a n d  

s p e n t th e  r e s t o f h is t im e in  th e  c o n f e s s io n a l . A t th e  k in g ’s  

r e q u e s t  h e  w a s  f r e e d  f r o m  d o m e s t ic  d u t ie s  f o r  th e  t im e  o f  L e n t ,  

a n d  jo u r n e y e d  f r o m  p a r is h  to  p a r is h — c o u n t le s s p a r is h e s  w e r e  

w ith o u t a p r ie s t— f o r s im ila r w o r k , u n d e te r re d  b y  c o ld a n d  

s n o w , b y  th e  in s u l t s  a n d  in t r ig u e s  o f th e  e v i l -m in d e d , a n d  b y  

th e  h a rd s h ip s  o f  t r a v e l l in g  u p o n  th e  r u d e  c o u n t ry  r o a d s . W h e n  

h e  r e tu r n e d  th e  k in g  r e q u e s te d  h is  s e rv ic e s  a s  c o u r t p r e a c h e r .  

E v e r y  S u n d a y  C a n is iu s  a d d r e s s e d  th e  c o u r t in  th e  r o y a l c h a p e l ,  

a n d  p r e a c h e d  to  th e  p e o p le  in  S t . S te p h e n ’s  C a th e d ra l .

H is n e x t a p o s to la te w a s d e v o te d  to  th e in s t i tu t io n s o f  

le a rn in g . T h e  k in g  m a d e  h im  v is i to r o f th e  u n iv e r s i ty  a n d ,  

u p o n  h is  a d v ic e , p r o m u lg a te d  n e w  r e g u la t io n s , w h ic h  d id  a w a y  

w ith  g r e a t a b u s e s  a n d  d im in is h e d  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f th e  r e l ig io u s  

d is tu r b e r s . T h e n  th e  k in g  la id  u p o n  h im  th e  ta s k  o f  r e f o r m in g  

tw o  o ld e r b u t v e r y  im p o r ta n t in s ti tu tio n s  o f h ig h e r  le a r n in g ,  

a n  u n d e r ta k in g  w h ic h  c a u s e d  h im  s o  m u c h  la b o r , a n x ie ty  a n d  

w o r r y , th a t h e  f e l l i l l a n d  f o r s o m e  t im e  h a d  to  in te r ru p t h is  

o c c u p a t io n s .

T h e  k in g ’s in te n t io n w a s to m a k e C a n is iu s B is h o p  o f  

V ie n n a . B u t th e  g e n u in e  s o n  o f  S t . I g n a t iu s  s t r o v e  w ith  m ig h t  

a n d  m a in  to  e v a d e  th is  d ig n i ty , a n d  im p lo r e d  th e  a s s is ta n c e  o f  

h is  S u p e r io r  G e n e r a l  to  th e  s a m e  e f f e c t . T h r e e  t im e s  th e  k in g  r e 

n e w e d  h is  e f f o r t s , a n d  th e  p o p e  w a s  n o t d is in c l in e d . B u t f in a l ly  
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F e r d in a n d  I w r o te  to  h is  a m b a s s a d o r in  R o m e  to  le t th e  m a tte r  

r e s t , “ b e c a u s e  I  d o  n o t w is h  to  c a u s e  to  s o  s a in t ly  a  m a n , w h o m  

I lo v e  a n d  e s te e m  a n d  w h o m  I r a th e r o u g h t to  p le a s e , a n y  

m o r e  a n x ie ty .” H o w e v e r , C a n is iu s  c o u ld  n o t p r e v e n t th e  p o p e  

f r o m  m a k in g  h im  a d m in is t r a to r  o f th e  im p o r ta n t d io c e s e f o r  

a  y e a r .

D u r in g  th is  e a r ly  a c t iv i ty  in  V ie n n a  C a n is iu s  h a d  w o n  th e  

f u l l a n d  im p l ic i t c o n f id e n c e  o f K in g  F e r d in a n d  I , w h ic h  w a s  

a  g r e a t a s s e t in  h is  la te r w o r k  f o r G e r m a n y . T h is  c o n f id e n c e  

e n a b le d  h im  to  s t re n g th e n  th e  g o o d  w il l o f th e  p r in c e , to  e n 

c o u r a g e h im  to  w o r k s  o f  p ie ty  a n d  c h a r i ty , to  o p e n  h is e y e s  

to  m a n y d a n g e r s a n d  a b u s e s , a n d  to  s a f e g u a rd  h im  a g a in s t  

ta k in g  o r s a n c t io n in g  o b je c t io n a b le m e a s u r e s . T h r o u g h  C a n i

s iu s  th e  k in g  le a rn e d  th a t h is  e ld e s t s o n , M a x im i l ia n , th e  la te r  

E m p e r o r  M a x im i l ia n  I I , h a d  a s  c o u r t c h a p la in  a n  o u t a n d  o u t  

P r o te s ta n t d iv in e . T h e m a n w a s im m e d ia te ly  r e m o v e d , a n d  

F e r d in a n d  I  g a v e  s e r io u s  a n d  e n e r g e tic  a d v ic e  to  h is  s o n . B u t  

M a x im i l ia n  n e v e r  b e c a m e  a  r e a l ly  f e r v e n t  C a th o l ic . F e r d in a n d  

I , to o , d e s p i te  C a n is iu s ’ r e s t r a in in g  in f lu e n c e  m a d e  s e v e ra l d e 

p lo r a b le  m is ta k e s  in  h is r e la t io n  w ith  th e  C h u r c h . B u t th e y  

n e v e r  f lo w e d  f ro m  r e l ig io u s  in d i f f e re n c e  o r  p e r s o n a l c o n n iv a n c e  

a t e r r o r . H e  n e v e r w a v e r e d  in  h is  c o n f id e n c e  in  C a n is iu s a n d  

h is  r e l ia n c e  u p o n  th e  z e a lo u s  J e s u i t ’s  a d v ic e . O n  th e  c o n t ra r y ,  

h e  a c te d  u p o n  i t a t s e v e ra l o f  th e  m o s t c r i t ic a l m o m e n ts  in  th e  

h is to r y  o f th e  C h u r c h  o f G e rm a n y .

F e r d in a n d ’s d a u g h te r  w a s  m a rr ie d  to  th e  K in g  o f P o la n d .  

U p o n  th is  f a c t C a n is iu s b u i l t h is  h o p e s  o f  g a in in g  e n t r a n c e  to  

th a t k in g d o m  f o r th e S o c ie ty  o f J e s u s . I n P o la n d , to o , th e  

C h u r c h  w a s  in  a  c r i t ic a l c o n d i t io n  o n  a c c o u n t o f  th e  v a c i l la t io n  

o f th e  k in g . A  la r g e  a n d  p o w e r f u l p a r ty  a m o n g  th e  n o b i l i ty  

s t r o n g ly f a v o r e d P r o te s ta n t is m , c h ie f ly  b e c a u s e th e y  c r a v e d  

f o r  th e  r ic h  p r o p e r ty  o f th e  b is h o p r ic s a n d  m o n a s te r ie s . L a te r  

o n  C a n is iu s  w a s s e n t to  P o la n d  b y  th e  p o p e , a n d  i t i s p a r t ly  

to  h is  c r e d i t th a t a t th e  d ie t o f P e tr ik o w  th e  a s p i r a t io n s  o f  th e  

P r o te s ta n ts w e r e n o t r e a l iz e d . H e o b s e r v e d , h o w e v e r , th a t  

d e s p i te  th e  m a c h in a t io n s  o f th e  g r e a t , th e  p e o p le  h a d  r e ta in e d  



m u c h  m o r e  r e l ig io u s  s p i r i t th a n  th o s e  in  th e  C a th o l ic  s e c t io n s  

o f G e r m a n y . H e  u s e d  to  th a n k  G o d  f o r th e  c o n s o la t io n  h e  

h a d  th u s  r e c e iv e d . H e  th o u g h t , m o r e o v e r , th a t th r o u g h  P o la n d  

th e  S o c ie ty  w o u ld  b e  a b le  to  f in d  i t s w a y  to  R u s s ia  a n d  th e  

T a r ta r s , in  th e  o p in io n  o f th e  t im e  th e  w ild e s t o f  a l l n a t io n s .  

T o  w in  th is p e o p le f o r C h r is tia n i ty  s e e m e d  to  h im  a  m o s t  

w o r th y  o b je c t o f J e s u i t a m b it io n . .

B u t w h ile  h e  th u s  b u r n e d  w ith  a n  u n q u e n c h a b le  d e s i re  f o r  

th e  d e f e n c e  a n d  e x te n s io n  o f th e  K in g d o m  o f C h r is t , D iv in e  

P r o v id e n c e h a d  a l r e a d y  d e v is e d  a n o th e r m e a n s  b y  w h ic h  C a -  

n is iu s  w a s  to  m u lt ip ly  h im s e l f a  th o u s a n d fo ld  in  h is  a p o s to l ic  

e n d e a v o r s  : th e  C a te c h is m .

T h e  C a te c h is m .

W e  h a v e n o t ic e d  th a t o n e  o f th e  o c c u p a t io n s  w h ic h  C a -  

n is iu s  t r ie d  to  ta k e  u p  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s ib le  w a s  th e  in s t r u c t io n  

o f c h i ld r e n  a n d  th e  c o m m o n  p e o p le . I t w a s  th e  s p i r i t o f h is  

O r d e r . A t I n g o ls ta d t a n d  e ls e w h e re  th e  p a r t ic u la r s p o ts a r e  

s t i l l p o in te d  o u t in  th e  s t re e ts , w h e r e  C a n is iu s u s e d  to  s ta n d  

a n d  e x p la in  th e  W o r d  o f G o d . R ig h t f ro m  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  

h is  a c t iv i ty  a t I n g o ls ta d t r e g u la r c a te c h e t ic a l in s t ru c t io n  b e 

c a m e  p a r t  o f  th e  c o u r s e  o f  e d u c a t io n  in  th e  u n iv e rs i ty . A  g o o d  

te x tb o o k , h o w e v e r , w a s  la c k in g . T h e  s e v e ra l c a te c h is m s  w ith  

w h ic h  C a n is iu s  w a s  a c q u a in te d  w e re  n o t s u i ta b le  f o r h is  p u r 

p o s e . H e  o f te n  m e n t io n e d  th is  w a n t in  h is le t te r s to  R o m e ,  

b u t w ith o u t r e s u l t .

T h e  s u g g e s t io n  th a t h e  h im s e l f s h o u ld  w r i te  a  c a te c h is m  

p r o c e e d e d  f r o m  K in g  F e r d in a n d  I . W h ile  p o n d e r in g  o v e r  th e  

n e e d s  o f  h is  la n d s  th is  p r in c e  h a d  c o m e  to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  

th r e e  b o o k s  w e r e  n e e d e d , o n e  f o r  th e  in s t ru c t io n  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  

a  s u m m a r y  o f  th e o lo g y  f o r  th e  s tu d e n ts  o f  th e  s a c r e d  s c ie n c e s ,  

a n d  a  h a n d b o o k  f o r th e  c le rg y . O f c o u r s e  th e  o v e r b u r d e n e d  

J e s u i t s  w e r e  to  w r ite  th e m . F a th e r L e  J a y , th e n  s u p e r io r a t  

V ie n n a , h a d  a c c e p te d  th e  a r d u o u s ta s k , b u t h e  d ie d  s h o r t ly  

a f te r C a n is iu s ’ a r r iv a l f r o m  I n g o ls ta d t , a n d  th e  m a tte r d e -  



— 21 —

z o lv e d  u p o n  C a n is iu s . H e  c o n f in e d  h im s e l f , h o w e v e r , to  th e  

f i r s t , th e - te x tb o o k  f o r p o p u la r in s t ru c t io n . T h e  n e e d  f o r th e  

o th e r  tw o  w a s  s o o n  to  b e  s u p p l ie d  b y  th e  o f f ic ia l “ R o m a n  C a te 

c h is m ,” o r “ C a te c h is m  o f th e C o u n c i l o f T r e n t ,” a w o r k  

d e s t in e d  f o r  th e  c le r g y .

C a n is iu s  f i r s t w r o te  th e  Summa Doctrinae Christianae per 

Quaestiones tradita, in usum pueritiae Christianae. “ S u m m a ry  

o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  D o c tr in e  in  Q u e s t io n s  ( a n d  A n s w e rs ) f o r  th e  

u s e  o f C h r is t ia n  y o u th .” T h e  la n g u a g e  i s  f lu e n t , w ith o u t a f 

f e c ta t io n , a n d  v e ry  c le a r a n d  p e r s p ic u o u s . “ T h e  b o o k ,” s a y s  

a  P r o te s ta n t c r i t ic , “ i s a w o n d e r o f b r e v i ty , p r e c is io n , a n d  

te a c h a b i l i ty .” T h e  te r m s , s ta te m e n ts , a n d  a d m o n i tio n s u s e d  

in  i t a r e  a lm o s t e x c lu s iv e ly  d r a w n f ro m  th e  B ib le a n d  th e  

g r e a t d o c to r s  o f  th e  C h u r c h , a n d  a r e  m o s t d e x te r o u s ly  w o v e n  

to g e th e r . A lth o u g h  th e re  i s  a  p e r fe c t u n i ty  o f s ty le , o n e  f e e ls  

a l l th r o u g h  th e  l i t t le  b o o k , th a t i t i s  n o t C a n is iu s  w h o  s p e a k s  

b u t th e  C h u r c h  a n d  h e r a u th o r it ie s .  T h is  m e th o d  s u p p o s e s in  

th e  a u th o r  a n  a s to u n d in g  f a m i l ia r i ty  w ith  th e  p r o d u c t io n s  o f  

p a t r i s t ic  l i te r a tu r e .

T h e  Summa Doctrinae Christianae w a s  w r i t te n  in  L a t in .  

C a n is iu s  h a d  in  v ie w  in  th e  f i r s t p la c e  th e  s tu d e n ts  o f  th e  J e s u i t  

in s t i tu t io n s , in  w h ic h , a s in  f a c t in  a l l th e  u p - to - d a te  in s t i tu 

t io n s o f th e  t im e , in s t ru c t io n  w a s g iv e n  in th e in te rn a t io n a l  

id io m .T h e  Summa r e m a in e d  th e  b a s is  o f  h is  c a te c h e t ic a l  w o r k s .  

H e  s o o n  a r ra n g e d  a  s m a l le r e d i t io n  o f 1 2 2  q u e s t io n s , w h ic h  h e  

c a l le d  Institutiones Christianae Pietatis sive Parvus Catechis- 

mus Catholicorum, “ I n s t r u c tio n s in  C h r is t ia n  P ie ty , o r L it t le  

C a th o l ic  C a te c h is m ,” a n d  h e  a t ta c h e d  to  i t a  s h o r t c o l le c t io n  

o f m e d ita tio n s a n d  p r a y e rs . B o th  th e s e  L a t in  b o o k s w e r e  a t  

o n c e  t r a n s la te d  in to  G e r m a n . B u t C a n is iu s  a ls o  c o m p o s e d  tw o  

c a te c h is m s d ir e c t ly  in G e r m a n , o n e o f 1 1 4 , th e  o th e r o f 4 7  

q u e s t io n s  a n d  a n s w e r s .

F e r d in a n d  I , w h o  m e a n w h i le , a f te r th e  a b d ic a tio n  o f h is  

b r o th e r C h a r le s V , h a d  b e c o m e e m p e r o r , p r e s c r ib e d  th e  c a t 

e c h is m  f o r a l l th e  s c h o o ls o f h is h e r e d i ta ry  s ta te s . I t s p r e a d  

r a p id ly  th r o u g h  th e  r e s t o f G e r m a n y . I t s  d e f in ite , b r ie f , a n d  
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y e t d e ta i le d  in f o r m a t io n  w a s  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  a n  in c a lc u la b le  b o o n  

to  th e  t r u e  r e l ig io n . I t s  m e th o d  o f  a p p e a l in g  to  p a s s a g e s  o f  th e  

B ib le  d is a r m e d  th e  P r o te s ta n ts ,  w h o  h a d  s o  f a r  im a g in e d  th e m 

s e lv e s  a s  p o s s e s s in g  a  m o n o p o ly  in  th e  m a tte r  o f u t i l iz in g  a n d  

in te rp r e t in g  H o ly  S c r ip tu r e . T h e  a u th o r a im e d  a t a  f u l l a n d  

p o s i t iv e  e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  C a th o l ic  F a i th , b u t  h e  a ls o  e x p l ic i t ly  

a t ta c k e d  th e  e r r o rs o f th e  d a y , n o t in d e e d  b y  h u r l in g  o p p r o 

b r io u s  e p i th e ts  a t th e  e r r in g  p e r s o n s — h e  d id  n o t e v e n  m e n tio n  

th e  n a m e s  o f L u th e r o r C a lv in , o r th e  w o r d  P r o te s ta n ti s m —  

b u t b y  p o in t in g  to  th e  c o n t r a r y  d o c t r in e  a s i t w a s e m b o d ie d  

in th e B ib le a n d e x p o u n d e d  b y  th e g r e a t te a c h e r s o f th e  

C h r is t ia n  p a s t .

O u ts id e  o f G e r m a n y , to o , th e  c a te c h is m  e n te re d  u p o n  a  

v e r i ta b le  m a r c h  o f  t r iu m p h . A f te r  a  s h o r t t im e  C a n is iu s  c o u ld  

t r u ly  b e  s a id  to  b e  te a c h in g  C h r is t ia n  d o c t r in e  n o t o n ly  in  L a t in  

a n d  G e r m a n , b u t a ls o  in  F r e n c h , E n g l is h , S c o tc h , B o h e m ia n ,  

P o l is h , S p a n is h , I ta l ia n , E th io p e a n , I n d ia n , a n d  J a p a n e s e . O n e  

o f  th e  s e v e r a l e d i t io n s p u b l is h e d  in  F r a n c e  w a s  b e g u n  in  1 6 8 6  

b y  o r d e r o f th e  A r c h b is h o p  o f P a r is  a n d  w a s r e p r in te d  f o u r -  

h u n d r e d  t im e s . I n  m o s t p a r ts  o f  G e r m a n y  i t r e m a in e d  th e  o f f i

c ia l c a te c h is m  u n t i l th e  e n d  o f  th e  1 8 th  c e n tu ry , w h e n  J o s e p h -  

i s m  f o r c e d  a  s h a l lo w e r s o r t o f in s t ru c t io n  u p o n  u n s u s p e c t in g  

p o p u la t io n s . I n  m a n y  d is t r ic t s , h o w e v e r , i t m a in ta in e d  th e  f ie ld  

u n t i l f a r  in to  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry , a n d  th e r e  a r e  s t i l l l iv in g  

s u c h  w h o  le a rn e d  th e i r  C h r is t ia n  d o c tr in e  f r o m  th e i r  “ C a n is i” .

T h e  c a te c h is m  w a s  th e  c a u s e  o f m a n y  c o n v e r s io n s . A f te r  

C a n is iu s ’ d e a th  i t b r o u g h t b a c k  to  th e  f o ld  D u k e  W o lfg a n g  o f  

N e u b u r g  w ith  h is w h o le d u k e d o m . I t w a s o n e o f th e  m o s t  

p o w e r f u l m e a n s  e m p lo y e d  b y  G o d  to  p r e s e r v e  a n d  r e v iv e  th e  

F a i th  in  G e r m a n y . A lth o u g h  i t i s n o w  r e p la c e d  b y  o th e r  c a t 

e c h is m s th o u g h t to  b e m o r e  s u i ta b le to  o u r o w n  t im e s a n d  

n e e d s , i t w il l e v e r r e m a in  a  m o n u m e n t to  i t s  a u th o r ’s  n a m e , a n d  

a  w id e ly  v is ib le  la n d m a r k  in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f th e  a r t o f  

c a te c h is in g .

T h e  Sumina Doctrinae Christianae w a s  f in is h e d  in  V ie n n a .  

B u t  m u c h  o f  C a n is iu s ’ la te r  w o r k  f o r  th e  c a te c h is m  w a s  w e d g e d  
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in  b e tw e e n  th e  g r e a t la b o r s o f h is a p o s to la te , a n d  w a s p e r 

f o r m e d  in  th e  v a r io u s  p la c e s  to  w h ic h  h is  n u m e r o u s  jo u r n e y s  

h a p p e n e d  to  ta k e  h im . I n  th is w a y  m a n y  o f h is o th e r m o r e  

o c c a s io n a l p u b l ic a t io n s o r ig in a te d . T h u s , w h e n  h e  s ta y e d  f o r  

a  b r ie f s p a c e  a t th e  c o u r t o f C a r d in a l O tto  T r u c h s e s s , B is h o p  

o f A u g s b u r g , in  D il l in g e n , th e r e a p p e a r e d  th e re , w ith  s o m e  

a d d i t io n a l e x h o r ta t io n s , th e  L ita n y  o f L o r e t to , w h ic h  u p  to  

th a t t im e  h a d  b e e n  u n k n o w n  in  G e r m a n y . N o  o ld e r p r in t o f  

th is b e a u t i f u l p r a y e r h a s b e e n  d is c o v e r e d  a n y w h e r e , a n d  in 

v e s t ig a t io n s  h a v e  m a d e  i t h ig h ly  p r o b a b le  th a t th is  D il l in g e n  

p r in t w a s  p r e p a re d  b y  C a n is iu s . H is  p e n  w a s  e v e r r e a d y . A s  

s o o n  a s  h is  k e e n  e y e  p e r c e iv e d  th e  d e s i r a b i l i ty  o f s o m e  p a r 

t ic u la r  p u b l ic a t io n , h e  w a s  o n  th e  s p o t  w ith  a  w e l l  p la n n e d  a n d  

c a r e f u l ly  w o r k e d  o u t p r o d u c t io n  to  m e e t th e  d e m a n d . B le s s e d  

P e te r  C a n is iu s  h a d  in  th e  b e s t  s e n s e  o f  th e  w o r d  “ th e  w r ite r ’s  

i tc h .” H e  w a s n o t a c tu a te d  b y  a  b l in d  p a s s io n  to  r u s h  in to  

p r in t , b u t b y  th e e a rn e s t d e s i re to  c o u n te r a c t th e im m e n s e  

h a r m  d o n e  b y  th e  c o u n t le s s h e r e t ic a l a n d  o th e r w is e u n s o u n d  

b o o k s  a n d  p a m p h le ts  w h ic h  f lo o d e d  th e  c o u n t ry .

I n  B o h e m ia .— C a n is iu s i s  m a d e  P r o v in c ia l .

O n  th e  o c c a s io n  o f a  v is i t o f K in g  F e r d in a n d  I to  h is  

k in g d o m  o f B o h e m ia  th e  f e w  p r o m in e n t C a th o l ic  o f f ic ia ls o f  

P r a g u e  im p lo r e d  h im  to  g iv e  th e m  a  c o l le g e  o f th e  S o c ie ty  

o f J e s u s . T h e  r e l ig io u s c o n d i t io n  o f B o h e m ia  w a s d is tr e s s in g  

in  th e  e x t r e m e . H u s s i te s  o f a l l s h a d e s , L u th e ra n s , C a lv in is ts ,  

A n a b a p t i s t s , a n d  o th e r h e r e t ic s  c o n t r o lle d  th e  la n d , w h ile  n o t  

e v e n th e c a p i ta l i t s e l f c o u ld b o a s t o f a n  e m in e n t C a th o l ic  

p r e a c h e r . C a n is iu s w a s in v i te d  to  P r a g u e , a n d  a f te r c o n s u l t 

a t io n  w ith  th e  le a d in g  m e n  in  C h u r c h  a n d  S ta te  h e  c o n s e n te d  

in  th e  n a m e  o f S t . I g n a t iu s  to  o p e n  th e  c o l le g e . H e  w r o te  to  

R o m e  : “ T h o s e  w h o  a r e  to  c o m e  h e r e  m u s t  b e  a r m e d  w ith  h o ly  

p a t ie n c e  a n d  a n  a r d e n t z e a l . I d o  n o t m e a n  z e a l to  d is p u te  

w ith  th e  h e r e t ic s , b u t  z e a l  to  e d i fy  th is  c o u n t ry  b y  th e i r  e x a m p le .  

T h e y  m u s t  b e  p r e p a re d  to  s o w  in  te a r s  in  o r d e r  to  r e a p  in  ju b i l 

a t io n .” T h e s e  w o r d s  e x p r e s s  o n e  o f  th e  c h ie f p r in c ip le s  w h ic h  
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g u id e d  C a n is iu s  in  h is  a p o s to la te .— T h e  h o ly  m a n  h im s e l f o n c e  

w h ile  s a y in g  M a s s  w a s  g r e e te d  b y  a  h u g e  s to n e  f lu n g  a t h im  

th r o u g h  th e  w in d o w , a n d  o n c e a  m a n  r a n  u p  to  th e  a l ta r to  

r e v i le  h im .

T h e  tw e lv e  J e s u i t s  w h o  a r r iv e d  f o u n d  th e m s e lv e s  in  g r e a t  

p o v e r ty . T h e  b u i ld in g s  h a d  n o t  b e e n  f in is h e d ,  b e c a u s e  th e  p r o m 

i s e d  f u n d s  w e r e  n o t f o r th c o m in g , a n d  e v e n  th e  m e a n s  f o r  th e i r  

d a i ly  s u s te n a n c e  w e r e  s c a n t . B u t th e y  o p e n e d  th e  c la s s e s , a n d  

th e i r e f f ic ie n t in s t ru c t io n  s o o n  w o n  th e  a d m ir a t io n  a n d  g o o d  

w il l e v e n  o f  n o n - C a th o l ic s . T h e  C o l le g e  o f P r a g u e , la te r  o n  

e n la r g e d  to  a lm o s t g ig a n t ic d im e n s io n s , b e c a m e  th e m o th e r  

in s t i tu t io n  o f  a  g r e a t  n u m b e r  o f  o th e r s  in  B o h e m ia , S i le s ia , a n d  

M o r a v ia . “ F r o m  th e  t im e  th a t th e  F a th e r s o f th e  S o c ie ty  o f  

J e s u s c a m e  to  P r a g u e ,”  w r i te s  a  B o h e m ia n  b is h o p , “ th e  C a th 

o l ic  r e l ig io n  b e g a n  to  r e v iv e  a n d  to  in c r e a s e  g r a d u a l ly , s o  th a t  

e v e r y  s u c c e s s iv e  d a y  p r e s e n te d  a  b r ig h te r a s p e c t th a n  th e  p r e 

c e d in g .” B e tw e e n  th e  y e a r s 1 6 6 1 — 1 6 7 8  th e  J e s u i t s in  th e  

a b o v e n a m e d  c o u n t r ie s  b r o u g h t b a c k  2 9 ,5 0 0  e r r in g  s o u ls  to  th e  

t r u e  F a i th .

D u r in g  h is s ta y  a t P r a g u e  F a th e r C a n is iu s p a id  a f ly in g  

v is i t to  I n g o ls ta d t . T h e r e h e  r e c e iv e d  th e  o f f ic ia l n e w s , th a t  

S t . I g n a t iu s h a d  e r e c te d  th e  f o u n d a t io n s a t V ie n n a , P r a g u e ,  

a n d  I n g o ls ta d t in to  th e  P r o v in c e  o f U p p e r G e r m a n y , a n d  h a d  

a p p o in te d  C a n is iu s ,  h im s e l f  w h o  w a s  th e  s o u l o f  a l l th e  u n d e r 

ta k in g s , i t s  first Provincial Superior. ( T h e  m e m b e r s  o f th e  

S o c ie ty  in  B e lg iu m  a n d  C o lo g n e  w e r e  to  f o r m  th e  P r o v in c e  o f  

L o w e r  G e r m a n y .) T w o  w e e k s  la te r  th e  n e w s  a r r iv e d , th a t th e  

S a in t  h a d  f in is h e d  h is  e a r th ly  c a re e r . T h e  a p p o in tm e n t  o f  C a n 

i s iu s  a s  P r o v in c ia l w a s  S t . I g n a t iu s ’ la s t g if t to  G e r m a n y .

T h e  n e w  P r o v in c ia l f o u n d  a h e a v y  b u r d e n  to  s h o u ld e r .  

T h e  th r e e  c o l le g e s  w e r e  in  a  p r e c a r io u s c o n d i t io n  f in a n c ia lly .  

I t w a s , m o r e o v e r , a lw a y s to  b e f e a r e d  th a t a n  o u tb u r s t o f  

P r o te s ta n t f u r y , e s p e c ia l ly a t P r a g u e o r V ie n n a , o r th e in 

t r ig u e s  o f l ib e r a liz in g  C a th o lic s  m ig h t p u t a n  e n d  to  th e i r  a c t 

iv i ty . A s  P r o v in c ia l i t w a s  h is  d u ty  to  in s p e c t th e  s e v e ra l in 

s t i tu t io n s f ro m  t im e  to  t im e , to  s e e  to  th e  o b s e rv a n c e o f th e  
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R u le s , to  s u p p ly  th e n e c e s s a ry  te a c h e r s , a n d  to  p r o m o te in  

e v e r y  w a y  p o s s ib le  th e  w e lf a re  o f th e  h o u s e s  a n d  th e i r in d iv 

id u a l m e m b e r s . H e  e n c o u r a g e d  a b o v e  a l l th e  s p i r i t o f p r a y e r  

a n d  o f  s e lf - d e n ia l , o n  w h ic h , a s  h e  k n e w  s o  w e l l , e v e r y th in g  

e ls e d e p e n d e d . D u r in g  h is a d m in is t r a t io n  o f f o u r te e n  y e a r s  

A u s tr ia  p r o p e r , B o h e m ia , a n d  H u n g a r y  w e r e  s e p a r a te d  f ro m  

th e  U p p e r G e r m a n  P r o v in c e  a n d  e s ta b l i s h e d  a s th e  P r o v in c e  

o f A u s tr ia . C a n is iu s ’ in f lu e n c e , h o w e v e r , a lw a y s e x te n d e d  

m u c h  f a r th e r  th a n  h is  o f f ic ia l ju r i s d ic t io n . T w e lv e c o l le g e s —  

th e  c o l le g e  o f th o s e  d a y s c o n s is te d  o f th e  h ig h s c h o o l c la s s e s  

a n d  tw o  o r  th r e e  y e a r s  o f  w h a t i s  c a l le d  c o l le g e  in  th is  c o u n t r y  

— o w e  th e ir  o r ig in  e n t i r e ly  o r la rg e ly  to  h is  e n d e a v o r s . T h e s e  

in s t i tu t io n s h e c o n s id e r e d  th e  m o s t p o w e rf u l a g e n c ie s f o r a  

p e r m a n e n t r e f o r m  o f  c le rg y  a n d  la i ty , a n d  in  th e m  b y  f a r th e  

m a jo r i ty  o f J e s u i t s  in  th e  c o u n t ry  f u l f i l le d  th e i r v o c a t io n  b y  

la b o r in g  in  th e  im p r o v e m e n t o f C h r is t ia n  e d u c a t io n . F a th e r  

C a n is iu s w a s p r o v in c ia l f ro m  1 5 5 5 to  1 5 6 9 . B u t e v e n  a f te r  

h e  h a d  b e e n  r e l ie v e d  o f th is  o f f ic e , h e  r e m a in e d  th e  a c tu a l s o u l  

o f  th e  O r d e r  in  G e r m a n } ' b y  th e  p o w e r  o f  h is  p e r s o n a l i ty , h is  

s a n e a n d  u n e r r in g  ju d g m e n t , a n d  h is in d o m ita b le  s p i r i t o f  

e n te r p r i s e .

T h e R e l ig io u s “ C o l lo q u y ” .

F e r d in a n d  I w is h e d  to  h a v e  F a th e r  C a n is iu s  w ith  h im  a t  

th e  g r e a t D ie t o f  R a t is b o n  in  1 5 5 7 , w h e re  im p o r ta n t  q u e s t io n s  

c o n c e rn in g  r e l ig io n  w e r e b o u n d  to  c o m e u p . I n c id e n ta l ly  i t  

w a s u n d e r s to o d , th a t w h ile th e re , C a n is iu s w o u ld g iv e th e  

s e r m o n s in  th e  C a th e d ra l . H e  p r e a c h e d  o n  a l l S u n d a y s  a n d  

f e a s td a y s f r o m  th e  b e g in n in g  o f A d v e n t to  th e m id d le o f  

M a r c h , a n d  d u r in g  A d v e n t h e  a d d e d  th r e e  m o r e  s e r m o n s  o n  

w e e k d a y s . I n  th e  D ie t th e  P r o te s ta n t p r in c e s  d e m a n d e d , th a t  

to  e n d  th e  r e l ig io u s  t r o u b le s  o f  G e r m a n y  a  s o - c a l le d  C o l lo q u y  

s h o u ld  b e  h e ld . A  n u m b e r  o f  th e o lo g ia n s  f ro m  b o th  s id e s  s h o u ld  

c o m e to g e th e r , d e b a te  th e  c o n t ro v e r te d  p o in ts , a n d  c o m e to  

s o m e  u n d e rs ta n d in g . S u c h  C o l lo q u ie s  h a d  ta k e n  p la c e  s e v e r a l  

t im e s , in  G e rm a n y , S w itz e r la n d  a n d  F r a n c e , b u t a lw a y s  w ith 
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o u t th e  d e s i re d  e f fe c t . E a c h  p a r ty  h a d  c la im e d  th e  v ic to r y , a  

n e w  s t r if e  o f  p a m p h le ts  a n d  le a f le ts  a n d  h a n d b i l l s  h a d  f o l lo w e d  

th e  o r a l d u e l , a n d  o n  th e  w h o le  th e  P r o te s ta n ts  b y  th e i r  q u ib -  

b l in g s  a n d  n o is y  b o a s t in g  h a d  g a in e d  m o r e  th a n  th e  C a th o lic s .

C a n is iu s w a s s t ro n g ly  o p p o s e d  to  th e  m e a s u r e , a n d  s u b 

m it te d  to  K in g  F e r d in a n d , w h o  a t th a t t im e  w a s s t i l l a c t in g  

a s R e g e n t a n d  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f C h a r le s V  a t th e D ie t , a  

m e m o r ia l to  th is  e f fe c t . T h e  e c c le s ia s t ic a l p r in c e s  a ls o  d e c la r e d  

th a t th e r e w a s n o  p r o s p e c t o f r e u n io n  e x c e p t th r o u g h  th e  

G e n e r a l C o u n c i l o f T r e n t, th o u g h  th is C o u n c i l w a s n o w  n o t  

a c tu a l ly  in  s e s s io n . B u t F e r d in a n d  w a s in  g r e a te s t d is t r e s s .  

A n  im m e n s e  a r m y  o f T u rk s  w a s  a p p r o a c h in g  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  

o f  A u s tr ia , a n d  th e r e  w a s  n o  f o r c e  to  w a rd  o f f  th e  a t ta c k . T h e  

P r o te s ta n ts m a d e th e g r a n t o f m il i ta r y  a s s is ta n c e d e p e n d e n t  

u p o n  h is  c o n s e n t  to  th e  C o l lo q u y , a n d  th e  k in g  y ie ld e d ,  s ta t in g ,  

h o w e v e r , e x p l ic i t ly  th a t th e  C o l lo q u y  s h o u ld  in  n o  w a y  f o r m  

a p r e ju d ic e  to  th e C o u n c i l . E a c h  p a r ty  o f f ic ia l ly a p p o in te d  

s p e a k e rs . C a n is iu s  a n d  a n o th e r  J e s u i t w e r e  a m o n g  th e  tw e lv e  

r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f th e C a th o lic s . T h e P r o te s ta n ts c h o s e th e  

f a m o u s M e la n c h th o n  a s  le a d e r  o f th e i r d e p u ta t io n . T h e  C o l

lo q u y  w a s  to  b e  h e ld  in  th e  c i ty  o f  W o r m s  o n  th e  R h in e ( s e e  

p . 2 ) .

A s s o m e  m o n th s in te rv e n e d  b e f o r e th e  o p e n in g  o f th e  

C o l lo q u y , F a th e r  C a n is iu s  in  th e  m e a n t im e  w e n t to  R o m e , to  

ta k e p a r t in  th e  e le c t io n  o f a n e w  S u p e r io r G e n e r a l o f th e  

O r d e r . B u t th e  s t r if e  b e tw e e n  P o p e  P a u l I V  a n d  K in g  P h i l ip  

I I o f S p a in  p r e v e n te d  th e  a r r iv a l o f th e  S p a n is h  d e p u ta t io n ,  

a n d  th e  e le c t io n  h a d  to  b e  p o s tp o n e d  in d e f in ite ly . W h ile  th e  

F a th e r s w e r e  w a i tin g  f o r a b e t te r tu r n  o f a f fa i r s , C a n is iu s  

e m p lo y e d  h is t im e in  p a t r i s t ic  s tu d ie s in th e E te r n a l C ity .  

T h e r e  e x is te d  a n  e d i t io n  o f th e  w o r k s  o f S t . C y p r ia n , i s s u e d  

b y  E r a s m u s  o f R o t te r d a m , th a t e r u d ite  b u t s h a llo w  h u m a n is t  

o f L u th e r ’s t im e , w h o  d e s p i te  a n  a c r im o n io u s f e u d  w ith  th e  

h e r e s ia r c h , a n d  d e s p i te  th e  s a v in g  m e r c y  th a t h e  d ie d  a  C a th o 

l ic , h a d  g r e a t ly  c o n t r ib u te d  to  th e  s p r e a d  o f  e r ro r  in  G e r m a n y . 

E r a s m u s ’ C y p r ia n  p r o v e d  to  b e  h ig h ly  u n s a t i s f a c to r y , a n d  C a -  
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n is iu s  h a d  lo n g  a g o  r e s o lv e d  to  i s s u e  a  b e t te r  e d i t io n . I n  R o m e  

h e  n o te d  d o w n  a b o u t a  th o u s a n d  e m e n d a tio n s  o f th e  te x t , e n 

t r u s t in g  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  w o r k  to  h is  b r e th r e n . B u t h e  g a v e  u p  

th e  p la n  e v e n tu a l ly , w h e n  h e  h e a rd  th a t  o th e r  m e n  w e r e  w o r k 

in g  a t th e  s a m e  ta s k . I n  f a c t s e v e ra l g o o d  e d i t io n s s o o n  a p 

p e a r e d  in  R o m e , P a r is  a n d  A n tw e rp .

G e r m a n y , C a th o l ic  a s  w e ll a s  P r o te s ta n t , a n d  in  a  w a y  a l l  

E u r o p e , e a g e r ly  lo o k e d  f o rw a rd  to  th e  c o m in g  C o l lo q u y ,  w h ic h  

in  th e  e y e s o f th e  n o n - C a th o H c s  s to o d  f a r a b o v e  th e  G e n e r a l  

C o u n c i l in  im p o r ta n c e . A  r a th e r  b r i l l ia n t a s s e m b ly  o f  p a r t ic i 

p a n ts , r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  th e  p r in c e s , th e o lo g ia n s  o f  a l l C r e e d s ,  

in te r e s te d  p e o p le  o f  a l l c la s s e s ,  g a th e r e d  a t  W o r m s . F o r  w e e k s  

th e  J e s u i ts  w e r e k e p t s o  b u s y  th a t th e y  h a d  h a rd ly  t im e to  

s a y  M a s s  a n d  ta k e  th e i r m e a ls . C a n is iu s , th o u g h  n o t th e  o f f i

c ia l h e a d , w a s b y  w a y  o f f a c t th e  in te l le c tu a l le a d e r o f th e  

C a th o l ic  d e p u ta t io n . O n  th e  d a y  a p p o in te d  th e  m e e t in g s b e 

g a n , a n d  th e  o p e n in g  s p e e c h  o f M e la n c h th o n  f u n d e d  l ik e  a  

d e c la r a t io n  o f w a r r a th e r th a n  th e  in t r o d u c to r y  a d d r e s s a t a  

p e a c e  c o n f e re n c e . B u t th e  f o n d  h o p e s  o f  th e  P r o te s ta n ts  w e r e  

s c a t te re d  b y  a  d if f ic u l ty  w h ic h  a r o s e  f r o m  th e  v e r y  n a tu re  o f  

th e r e lig io u s in n o v a t io n . T h e C a th o l ic s ju s t ly  in s is te d  th a t  

o n ly  th o s e  P r o te s ta n ts w e r e e n t i t le d  to  p a r t ic ip a te , to  w h o m  

th e  D ie t h a d  g iv e n  th is  r ig h t . B u t th e  D ie t m e n t io n e d , b e s id e s  

th e C a th o l ic s , o n ly  th e a d h e re n ts o f th e “ A u g s b u r g C o n 

f e s s io n ,”  th e  o f f ic ia l C r e e d  o f th e  L u th e ra n s . T h e  C a th o l ic s  

th e r e f o r e  d e m a n d e d , th a t a l l th e ir o p p o n e n ts  s h o u ld  e x p r e s s ly  

d e c la r e  th e ir f u l l a s s e n t to  th a t d o c u m e n t a n d  th e i r r e je c t io n  

o f a l l d o c t r in e s  c o n t r a ry  to  i t . T h e  s t r ic t L u th e r a n s a t o n c e  

a p p r o v e d  o f th is p r o p o s a l . B u t th e Z w in g l ia n s , C a lv in is ts ,  

O s ia n d r is t s , a n d  o th e r s lo u d ly  p r o te s te d . “ T h e n  i t c o u ld  b e  

s e e n ,”  w r i te s  C a n is iu s , “ th a t th e  g ia n ts  w e r e  e r e c t in g  a  B a b e l .  

G o d  s e n t a m o n g  th e m  th e  s p i r i t o f d is c o rd , s o  th a t th e y  f e l l  

o n e  u p o n  th e  o th e r , a n d  M e la n c h th o n  w a s  to r n  to  p ie c e s  b y  

h is  o w n  d is c ip le s .” T h e  s t r ic t L u th e ra n s , in  a  to w e r in g  r a g e ,  

p u b l is h e d  a  m e m o r ia l  to  v in d ic a te  th e ir  o w n  a t t i tu d e , a n d  le f t  

W o r m s  in  a  b o d y .
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T h e re u p o n  th e  C a th o l ic s  r e f u s e d  to  c o n t in u e  th e  C o l lo q u y ,  

b e c a u s e  th e y  h a d  n o  o r d e r s  to  d e b a te  w ith  a n y  b u t th o s e  w h o  

a d m it te d  th e  o f f ic ia l P r o te s ta n t C r e e d . H a d  th e y  d o n e  s o , th e  

O r th o d o x  L u th e r a n s w o u ld  h a v e  h a d  a  ju s t r e a s o n  to  c o m 

p la in . T o  s h o w  th e i r  g o o d  w il l , h o w e v e r , th e  C a th o lic  s p e a k e r s  

c o n s e n te d to  s u b m it th e  m a tte r to  th e  d e c is io n  o f th e  K in g .  

F e r d in a n d  I d e m a n d e d  th e  r e tu rn  o f th o s e  w h o  h a d  le f t . A s  

th is  c o u ld  b e  in  n o  w a y  e f f e c te d , th e  C o l lo q u y , w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  

o p e n e d  w ith  s o  g r a n d io s e  e x p e c ta t io n s  o n  th e  p a r t o f P r o te s t 

a n t i s m , d is b a n d e d  w ith o u t e v e n  e n te r in g  u p o n  th e  d is c u s s io n  

o f a n y  o f th e  c o n t ro v e r te d  s u b je c ts . N e v e r h a d  th e  in te r n a l  

d is s e n s io n s  a m o n g  th e  P r o te s ta n ts , a n d  o n  th e  o th e r h a n d  th e  

g lo r io u s  u n i ty  o f  th e  C a th o l ic  C h u r c h  b e e n  d e m o n s tr a te d  s o  e f 

f ic a c io u s ly  b e fo r e  th e  e y e s o f th e  w h o le  w o r ld . No religious 

Colloquy was ever again demanded by the innovators. “ F r o m  

th is m o m e n t” , s a y s th e P r o te s ta n t h is to r ia n  M a u r e n b re c h e r ,  

“ d a te s  th e  e b b , th e  r e t ro g r a d e  m o v e m e n t , th e  d e c lin e  o f th e  

P r o te s ta n t c u r r e n t in  G e r m a n y .”

A s  s o o n  a s  th e  d e l ib e r a t io n s  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  C o l lo q u y  

b e g a n  to  f la g , F a th e r  C a n is iu s  u t i l iz e d  h is  s p a re  h o u r s  in  g iv in g  

in s t r u c t io n  to  th e  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  s c h o o ls . A  t r ip  to  Z a b e rn  in  

A ls a c e , th e  r e s id e n c e  o f  th e  B is h o p  o f S tra s s b u r g , b r o u g h t th e  

in d e f a t ig a b le  m a n  to  a  n u m b e r o f A ls a t ia n  to w n s , w h e r e  h e  

a ls o  in s t r u c te d  th e  c h i ld r e n  a n d  p r e a c h e d  to  th e  a d u l t s . H e  

f o u n d  th e r e  m a n y  p e o p le  w h o  f a ith f u l ly  a d h e r e d  to  th e  C h u r c h  

a n d  r e l ig io u s p r a c t ic e s . H is in te r v ie w  w ith  th e  b is h o p  le d  to  

th e  e s ta b li s h m e n t o f th e  c o l le g e  o f th e  S o c ie ty  a t F r e ib u rg  in  

B r e is g a u .

C a n is iu s  a n d  th e  C o u n c i l o f T r e n t .

T h e  C o u n c i l o f T r e n t h a d  a s s e m b le d  in  1 5 4 5 . T w o  y e a r s  

la te r  i t w a s  te m p o ra r ily  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  B o lo g n a , w h e re  C a n is iu s  

p a r t ic ip a te d  in  s o m e  o f th e  m e e t in g s  o f th e  th e o lo g ia n s ( s e e  

p a g e  1 2 ) . A f te r i t h a d  b e e n  r e o p e n e d  a t T r e n t , in 1 5 5 1 , i t s  

s e s s io n s w e r e  s u d d e n ly  in te r r u p te d  b y  th e  t r e a c h e r o u s  in r o a d  

o f M a u r ic e  o f S a x o n y  in to  th e  T y r o l . I t r e m a in e d  p r o r o g u e d  
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u n t i l , in 1 5 6 1 , i t w a s r e o p e n e d  a g a in f o r i t s  f in a l a n d  m o s t  

b r i l l ia n t ly  s u c c e s s f u l s e s s io n s  b y  P o p e  P iu s  I V .

C a n is iu s ' w h o le  s o u l w a s  w ith  th e  C o u n c i l . H e  p r e a c h e d  

a b o u t i t  ; h e  e x h o r te d  th e  p e o p le  to  p r a y  f o r  i t s  s u c c e s s  ; b y  h is  

o r d e r  th e  s tu d e n ts  o f th e  c o l le g e o f V ie n n a , a n d  p r o b a b ly  o f  

a l l th e  c o l le g e s u n d e r h is ju r i s d ic t io n  h e ld s p e c ia l d e v o t io n s  

e v e r y  M o n d a y  to  im p lo r e f o r i t th e d iv in e  b le s s in g . T o  h is  

u t te r s u rp r is e  h e w a s h im s e l f c a l le d  to  T r e n t a s o n e o f th e  

p o p e ’s th e o lo g ia n s . P iu s I V ’s o r d e r w a s t r a n s m i t te d  to  h im  

b y  C a r d in a l H o s iu s , th e  g r e a t d e f e n d e r o f th e  C a th o l ic  c a u s e  

in  P o la n d , a n d  n o w  o n e  o f th e  p r e s id e n ts  o f th e  C o u n c i l . T h e  

C a r d in a l , w h o s e  e s te e m  f o r B le s s e d  P e te r  b o r d e r e d  o n  v e n e r a 

t io n , w a s  c r it ic a l ly  i l l , w h e n  C a n is iu s a r r iv e d  a t T r e n t , b u t a t  

th e  v e r y  s ig h t o f th e  a p o s t le  h e  r e c o v e r e d  im m e d ia te ly .

B e s id e s  b e in g  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  C o m m is s io n  f o r  th e  P r o h ib 

i t io n  o f B o o k s C a n is iu s to o k  a c t iv e p a r t in  th e  c o n s u l ta t io n s  

o f th e  th e o lo g ia n s , w h ic h  w e r e  h e ld  tw ic e  a  d a y . T h e  B le s s e d  

S a c ra m e n t w a s ju s t th e n  th e s u b je c t o f th e  d e b a te s , a n d  in  

p a r t ic u la r  th e  q u e s t io n  w h e th e r c o m m u n io n  u n d e r  b o th  s p e c ie s  

s h o u ld  b e  a l lo w e d  to  la y m e n , w a s b e in g  s p i r i te d ly  d is c u s s e d .  

T h e S p a n ia r d s a n d  I ta l ia n s s p o k e s t r o n g ly  a g a in s t th is c o n 

c e s s io n . T h e r e  w a s  a  g r e a t in te r e s t ,  w h e n  C a n is iu s  a r o s e . W h a t  

w a s th e  G e r m a n  d o c to r g o in g  to  s a y ? C a n is iu s th o u g h t th a t  

th e c h a l ic e  s h o u ld  n e v e r b e g r a n te d  g e n e r a lly , b u t i t m ig h t,  

p e r h a p s , b e  a l lo w e d  to  th o s e  l iv in g  in  n o n - C a th o l ic  s u r r o u n d 

in g s , a s  th e  r e f u s a l w o u ld  e x p o s e  th e m  to  u n n e c e s s a r y  a n n o y 

a n c e s , p r o v id e d  a lw a y s , th a t th e  g e n u in e  d o c t r in e  o f th e  p r e s 

e n c e  o f  O u r  L o r d  u n d e r  e a c h  s p e c ie s  b e  in c u lc a te d . T h is  v ie w  

g a v e  g r e a t s a t is f a c t io n  to  th e  im p e r ia l a m b a s s a d o r , w h o  w r o te  

to  h is m a s te r : “ T h e  S p a n ia r d s  a n d  I ta l ia n s s p e a k  le a rn e d ly ,  

b u t th e y  k n o w  n o th in g  o f o u r d if f ic u lt ie s . C a n is iu s a lo n e h i t  

th e  n a i l o n  th e  h e a d .” A s  a  m a tte r  o f  f a c t , h o w e v e r ,  th e  C o u n 

c i l m a d e  n o  r e g u la tio n , b u t  e x p r e s s ly  c o m m it te d  th e  s e t t le m e n t  

o f  th e  q u e s t io n  to  th e  p o p e .

T h is  d e c is io n  d id  n o t p le a s e  E m p e ro r F e r d in a n d  I . T h is  

r u le r , th o u g h  p e r s o n a l ly  a b o v e  r e p r o a c h , s u f f e r e d  k e e n ly  a t th e
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s ig h t o f th e  in c r e a s in g  b o ld n e s s  o f th e  h e r e t ic s . M a n y  o f h is  

a d v is e r s  r e p r e s e n te d  th e  g e n e ra l c o n c e s s io n  o f th e  c h a lic e  a s  

th e  o n e  g r e a t r e m e d y  a g a in s t f u r th e r d e f e c t io n s , a n d  a n  in 

f a l l ib le  m e a n s  o f r e g a in in g  th o s e  a l r e a d y  f a l le n  a w a y . T h e r e  

w e r e  a ls o  n o t a  f e w  e c h o e s  o f  th e  id e a ,  o n c è  v e ry  g e n e ra l , th a t  

th e  C o u n c i l i s  a b o v e  th e  P o p e  a n d  h a s  p o w e r e v e n  to  r e f o rm  

th e  P o p e  a n d  p a s s la w s  o v e r h is h e a d . W h e n  C a n is iu s  w e n t  

b a c k  a c r o s s  th e  A lp s , h e  a n d  o th e r th e o lo g ia n s  w e r e  c o n s u l te d  

b y  th e  e m p e ro r  c o n c e r n in g  th e  s te p s  to  b e  ta k e n  in  th is  m a tte r .  

C a n is iu s r e i te ra te d  th e  p r in c ip le s  h e  h a d  p u t f o r th  a t T r e n t ,  

b u t to o k  o c c a s io n  to  r e m in d  th e  e m p e r o r f o r c ib ly , th a t th e r e  

c a n  b e  n o  s a lv a t io n  w ith o u t c lo s e  a d h e r a n c e  to  th e  s u c c e s s o r  

o f  S t . P e te r .

B u t F e r d in a n d ’s  m in d  h a d  b e c o m e  c o n f u s e d . T h e  r e l ig io u s  

d if f ic u l t ie s in h is h e r e d i ta r y e s ta te s w e r e in d e e d e x t r e m e ly  

a c u te . O n c e  i t e v e n  s e e m e d  th a t h e  w o u ld  b e  u n a b le  to  r e ta in  

th e  J e s u i t s  in  V ie n n a  a g a in s t th e  o p p o s i t io n  th a t a r o s e  f r o m  

v a r io u s  q u a r te r s . L ik e  K in g  C h a r le s I X  o f F r a n c e  h e h a d  

t r a n s m i t te d to  th e  C o u n c i l a lo n g  l i s t o f p r o p o s a ls  a n d  f e l t  

v e x e d  th a t n o t e a c h  a n d  e v e r y o n e  o f  th e m  w a s  ta k e n  u p  in  th e  

a s s e m b ly . I t w a s  s u g g e s te d  to  h im  to  g o  to  T r e n t a n d  r a t t le  

th e  s a b r e . T h is  s te p  w o u ld  h a v e  m a d e  th e  S a c r e d  S y n o d  a p 

p e a r a n im p e r ia l c o u n c i l a n d  w o u ld h a v e u n d e r m in e d  i t s  

p r e s t ig e  th r o u g h o u t th e  e n t i r e  w o r ld . H e  to o k  u p  h is  r e s id e n c e  

a t I n n s b r u c k , to  b e  a s  n e a r  a s  p o s s ib le  to  T r e n t . T o  I n n s b r u c k  

h e  s u m m o n e d  a  c o m m is s io n  o f th e o lo g ia n s , a m o n g  w h o m  w a s  

o u r a p o s t le , to  a id  h im  w ith  th e i r a d v ic e . C a n is iu s p r e v a ile d  

o n  th e  e m p e r o r  to  g iv e  u p  th e  id e a  o f  g o in g  to  T r e n t , a l th o u g h  

e v e n  C a r d in a ls w e r e  u r g in g  h im  o n .

B u t th e  d a n g e r w a s  b y  n o  m e a n s  o v e r . T h e  e m p e r o r d e 

m a n d e d  th a t a  c o m m o n  m e m o r ia l b e  s u b m it te d  b y  th e  th e o 

lo g ic a l c o m m is s io n . A n d  s u c h  w a s  th e  s p i r i t o f  th a t b o d y , th a t  

th e  d o c u m e n t jo in t ly  c o m p o s e d  b y  th e m , o f c o u r s e  n o t w ith  

th e  c o n c u r r e n c e o f C a n is iu s , s e r v e d  o n ly  to  i r r i ta te  th e  e m 

p e r o r th e  m o r e . H a d  h e  a c te d  o n  th is  m e m o r ia l , th e  v e r y  e x 

i s te n c e o f th e  C o u n c i l w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  p u t in  je o p a r d y . I t  
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m ig h t  h a v e  b r o k e n  u p ,  a n d  n a t io n a l  s y n o d s ,  f o l lo w e d  b y  s c h is m s ,  

w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  th e  a lm o s t in f a l l ib le r e s u l t , n o t to  s p e a k  o f  

th e  im m e n s e  a d v a n ta g e  th a t w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a f f o r d e d  to  th e  

h e r e t ic s  b y  s o  p i t ia b le  a  f a i lu r e  o f th e  w o r ld w id e  e f f o r ts  m a d e  

b y  th e  C a th o l ic  C h u r c h . G e rm a n y  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  p r a c t ic a l ly  

lo s t . W h a t s h o u ld  C a n is iu s  d o ?  A t f i r s t h e  th o u g h t  o f  s u b m it

t in g  a  s e p a r a te  m e m o r ia l , b u t f in a l ly  h e  d e c id e d  to  a s k  f o r a n  

a u d ie n c e . H e  s h o w e d  th e  e m p e r o r  in  d e ta i l h o w  u n s o u n d  w e r e  

th e  s u g g e s io n s  m a d e  in  th e  m e m o r ia l o f th e  c o m m is s io n . H e  

im p lo r e d  F e rd in a n d  to  r e m e m b e r h is  p o s it io n  a s  p r o te c to r o f  

th e  C h u r c h  a n d  th e  P a p a c y . W h y  s h o u ld  h e  n o t g o  h a n d  in  

h a n d  w ith  P o p e  P iu s I V , w h o  w a s  s o  s e r io u s ly  e n d e a v o r in g  

to  p r o m o te  th e  r e n o v a t io n  o f C h r is te n d o m ?  W h y  s h o u ld  h e  

n o t c o n s e n t to  a p e rs o n a l in te r v ie w  w ith  C a r d in a l M o ro n e ,  

th e  F ir s t P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  C o u n c i l , w h o  h a d  c o m e  u p  to  I n n s 

b r u c k  to  s h o w  h is  w il lin g n e s s  to  a r r iv e  a t a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g ?  

T h e  e m p e r o r  w a s  o v e c o m e . T h e  s a m e  d a y  h e  p a id  a  v is i t to  

C a r d in a l M o r o n e , a n d  th e  im p e r ia l d e m a n d s a n d  p r o p o s a ls  

h a d  b e e n  s o  m o d if ie d , th a t th e  C a r d in a l f a i le d  to  d is c e r n  in  

th e m  a n y  s e r io u s  d if f ic u l ty . B le s s e d  P e te r C a n is iu s ’ p r u d e n c e  

a n d  c o u ra g e  h a d  a v e r te d  a  g r a v e c r is i s f o r th e  T r id e n tin e  

S y n o d  a n d  th e  w h o le  C h u r c h .

A f te r th e  C o u n c i l P o p e  P iu s I V  s e le c te d C a n is iu s , w h o  

h a p p e n e d  to  b e  in  R o m e  a t th e  t im e , to  ta k e  to  th e  G e r m a n  

b is h o p s  a n d  C a th o l ic  p r in c e s  th e  o f f ic ia l d e c re e s  o f th e  S a c re d  

S y n o d  a n d  u r g e  th e i r e x e c u t io n . A t th e  s a m e  t im e  h e  w a s to  

c a ll a t te n t io n  to  th e  g r e a t im p o r ta n c e o f a n  I m p e r ia l D ie t ,  

w h ic h  th e e m p e r o r h a d  c a l le d  to  m e e t a t A u g s b u r g  in  th e  

s p r in g  o f 1 5 6 6 . A ll th e  b is h o p s a n d  p r in c e s s h o u ld  a t te n d  i t  

in  p e r s o n  a n d  b e  r e a d y  f o r  th e  d e f e n c e  o f  th e  in te r e s ts  o f  th e  

C h u r c h . C a n is iu s  w a s  to  g o  o n  h is  m is s io n  w ith  a l l  th e  p o w e r s  

a n d  d ig n i ty  o f  a  p a p a l d e le g a te , b u t w ith o u t a n y  e x te r io r  d is 

p la y  o f  p o m p . O s te n s ib ly  h e  t r a v e l le d  a s  v is i to r  e x t r a o r d in a r y  

o f  th e  J e s u i t h o u s e s  in  G e r m a n y .

I n  th is d is g u is e  h e  jo u r n e y e d  to  th e  b is h o p s a n d  a r c h 

b is h o p s o f W ü r z b u r g , M a in z , T r e v e s , M ü n s te r , a n d  O s n a -  
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b r ü c k , a n d  to  th e  D u k e  o f  J ü l ic h . T h o u g h  th is  p r in c e , w h o  r e 

s id e d  a t D ü s s e ld o r f , h a d  n o t f a l le n  a w a y  f ro m  th e  C h u r c h ,  

th e  c le r g y  a t h is c o u r t c o u ld  h a r d ly  b e  c a l le d  C a th o lic . T h e  

z e a lo u s p a p a l e n v o y  t r ie d  e v e r y  m e a n s  to  r e c a ll th e  d u k e  to  

h is  d u ty , b u t s e e m in g ly  in  v a in . W ith  s a d n e s s  in  h is  h e a r t h e  

le f t D ü s s e ld o r f . B u t w ith in  th r e e  w e e k s  h e  r e c e iv e d  th e  w e l 

c o m e n e w s th a t th e  d u k e h a d  b a n is h e d  th e P r o te s ta n tiz in g  

p r e a c h e rs , a n d  in s is te d  o n  th e  o b s e r v a n c e  o f C a th o l ic  c e r e 

m o n ie s  in  h is  c o u r t c h u r c h . H e n c e f o rw a r d  h e  w a s  g u id e d  b y  

th e  a d v ic e  o f  b e t te r  c o u n s e llo r s .

C a n is iu s c a r r ie d  w ith  h im  a  s p e c ia l p a p a l b r ie f f o r th e  

C ity  a n d  U n iv e r s i ty  o f C o lo g n e , w h e r e  h e  w a s  r e c e iv e d  w ith  

g r e a t h o n o r . T h e p o p e a l lo w e d  th e  u n iv e r s ity  to  d r a w  th e  

r e v e n u e s  o f c e r ta in  e c c le s ia s t ic a l b e n e f ic e s f o r th e  p u r p o s e  o f  

in c r e a s in g  i t s  s ta f f o f  p r o f e s s o r s . H e  th e n  c a l le d  a t te n t io n  to  

c e r ta in  a b u s e s , a n d  th e  e f f e c t o f  th is  f a th e r ly  a d m o n it io n  w a s  

im m e d ia te ly  n o t ic e a b le .

A m o n g  th e  p r o p o s a ls w h ic h  th e  a p o s to l ic e n v o y  s e n t to  

R o m e  n o n e  w a s m o r e im p o r ta n t , th a n  th a t c o a d ju to r s w ith  

th e  r ig h t o f s u c c e s s io n  s h o u ld  b e  g iv e n  to  a l l b is h o p s . T h is  

w o u ld  f o r e s ta l l th e  t r o u b le s  a n d  r i s k s  w h ic h  r e g u la r ly  a t te n d 

e d  th e  e le c t io n s  a f te r  th e  d e a th  o f  th e  in c u m b e n ts  o f  e p is c o p a l  

s e e s , a n d  w h ic h  h a d  a l r e a d y  le d  to  th e  lo s s  o f e ig h t b is h o p r ic s .  

T h e  H o ly  S e e e v e n tu a l ly  a d o p te d  th is  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  a s a  

p r in c ip le  to  b e  f o l lo w e d  w h e n e v e r  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  w o u ld  p e r m it .

I n c id e n ta l ly  th e  t r ip  g a v e  a  w e lc o m e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  s e v 

e r a l b is h o p s o f c o n c lu d in g  th e i r t r a n s a c t io n s  c o n c e r n in g  th e  

e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  J e s u i t c o l le g e s  in  th e i r  d io c e s e .

W h ile  C a n is iu s  w a s  o n  th e  lo w e r  R h in e , h e  c o u ld  n o t  w e l l  

. ig n o re  th e  u r g e n t in v i ta t io n s o f h is r e la t iv e s a n d  th e  m a g i 

s t r a te  o f  N y m w e g e n  to  h o n o r  h is  n a t iv e  c i ty  b y  a  v is i t . L o c a l  

h is to r ia n s  a s s u r e  u s  th a t th is v is it r e s u l te d  in  a  w o n d e r fu l  

s t r e n g th e n in g  o f th e  C a th o l ic  p a r t o f th e  p o p u la tio n  in  th e i r  

F a i th . C a n is iu s ’ o w n  n u m e r o u s r e la t iv e s r e m a in e d  C a th o l ic  

u n d e r  th e  m o s t t r y in g  c i r c u m s ta n c e s . I t h a s  r e c e n t ly  b e e n  d is 

c o v e r e d  th a t m a n y  o f th e  f a m i lie s o f  th e  C a th o l ic  n o b i l i ty  o f  
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H o lla n d  to d a y  a r e  in  s o m e  w a y  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f G is b e r t C a n i

s iu s , b r o th e r o f th e  s a in t ly  J e s u i t .

W h e n  in C o lo g n e th e  a p o s to l ic w a n d e r e r le a r n e d  th a t  

P o p e  P iu s I V  h a d  b e e n  c a l le d  to  h is r e w a r d , a f a c t w h ic h  

e n d e d  h is  o w n  p o w e rs  a n d  d u t ie s  a s  d e le g a te . T h e  n e w  P o p e .  

S t . P iu s  V , a t o n c e  s e n t h im  w o r d  to  r e p a i r  to  A u g s b u r g  a n d  

a w a i t th e  o p e n in g  o f  th e  D ie t .

A t th e  D ie t o f A u g s b u r g  1 5 6 6 .

E m p e r o r M a x im i l ia n  I I h a d  s u m m o n e d  th e  D ie t c h ie f ly  

to  o b ta in  a id  a g a in s t a n  a r m y  o f  2 0 0 ,0 0 0  T u r k s  w h ic h  th r e a t 

e n e d  th e  e a s te r n  b o u n d a r ie s . B u t e v e ry b o d y  k n e w  th a t th e  i r 

r e p r e s s ib le  r e l ig io u s  q u e s t io n  w o u ld  c o m e  u p  a g a in , a n d  th a t  

th e  P r o te s ta n ts w o u ld  m a k e  n e w  d e m a n d s to  f a v o r th e  d if 

f u s io n  o f  th e i r  e r r o r s . U p o n  th e  u r g e n t s u g g e s t io n  o f  C a n is iu s ,  

P o p e  P iu s V  s e n t a s p e c ia l N u n c io to  A u g s b u r g , C a r d in a l  

C o m m e n d o n e . a  p r e la te  w h o  th o r o u g h ly  k n e w  G e r m a n  c o n 

d i t io n s . B e s id e C a n is iu s tw o  o th e r J e s u i t s a n d  tw o  s e c u la r  

p r ie s ts w e r e  to  a c t a s  h is  a d v is e r s .

T h e  P r o te s ta n t p r in c e s a t o n c e  d e c la r e d  th e y  w o u ld  r e 

f u s e  to  g r a n t a n y  s u b s id ie s to  th e  E m p e r o r , u n le s s tw o  im 

p o r ta n t c la u s e s  th e  th e  R e l ig io u s  P e a c e  o f  th e  y e a r 1 5 5 5  w e r e  

a b o li s h e d . B y  o n e  o f  th e s e  c la u s e s  th e  a d h e re n ts  o f  th e  A u g s 

b u r g  C o n f e s s io n  i . e . th e  L u th e r a n s  a lo n e  w e re  to  b e  to le ra te d  

in  th e  e m p ir e  ; i t w a s  n o w  d e m a n d e d  th a t th e  s a m e  to le ra t io n  

s h o u ld  e x te n d  to  o th e r P r o te s ta n ts  a ls o . B y  th e  o th e r c la u s e  

i t w a s  o r d a in e d  th a t i f  a  C a th o l ic  b is h o p  o r  a b b o t s h o u ld  tu r n  

P r o te s ta n t h e  w a s  to  lo s e  h is o f f ic e  w ith  i t s te m p o r a l p o s s e s 

s io n s , th o u g h  w ith o u t p r e ju d ic e  to  h is  p r iv a te  p r o p e r ty ; th is  

s o - c a l le d  E c c le s ia s t ic a l r e s e r v a tio n  th e y  n o w  d e s ir e d  d r o p p e d  

e n t i r e ly . H a d  i t n o t e x is te d , th e  A p o s ta te  H e r m a n n  v o n  W ie d  

( s e e  p a g e 1 1 ) c o u ld h a v e r e ta in e d  th e  te m p o r a l p o s s e s s io n s  

o f th e  S e e  o f C o lo g n e  a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  b e c o m e  a  P r o te s ta n t  

e le c to r .

A t f i r s t i t lo o k e d  a s  i f  th e  d is s e n s io n s b e tw e e n  th e  s t r ic t  
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L u th e r a n s a n d  th e  C a lv in is ts  e tc . , w o u ld  b r e a k  u p  th e  P r o 

te s ta n t  f ro n t ,  a s  i t  h a d  b e e n  th e  c a s e  in  th e  C o l lo q u y  a t  W o r m s .  

B u t th e  e m p e r o r  w a v e d  th is  q u e s t io n , a n d  le f t i t e n t i r e ly  to  

th e  h e r e t ic s  to  d e te r m in e  w h ic h  p a r t ie s  w e r e  g e n u in e  f o l lo w e r s  

o f  th e  A u g s b u rg  c o n f e s s io n . T h is  c o n c e s s io n  le d  th e m  to  d r o p  

th e i r o p p o s i t io n  to  th e  E c c le s ia s t ic a l R e s e r v a tio n . W ith  th e  

n e w  im p e r ia l e x p la n a t io n o f th e  f i r s t c la u s e , th e  R e l ig io u s  

P e a c e  o f 1 5 5 5  w a s  to  b e  r e e n a c te d . B u t ju s t a t th is ju n c tu r e  

c a m e , l ik e  a  th u n d e r b o l t f r o m  th e  b lu e , th e  n o t i f ic a t io n  f r o m  

P iu s  V  to  h is  le g a te , to  o p p o s e  w ith  a  s o le m n  p r o te s t a n y  a n d  

e v e r y  r e s o lu t io n  w h ic h  m ig h t b e c o u n te r to  th e  d e c is io n s o f  

th e  C o u n c i l o f  T re n t . W a s  n o t th is  th e  c a s e  w ith  th e  R e l ig io u s  

P e a c e , w h ic h  r e c o g n iz e d  a n o th e r r e l ig io n  b e s id e s th e  C a th o 

l ic ?  h a d  n o t  th a t d o c u m e n t b e e n  s o le m n ly  c o n d e m n e d  b y  P o p e  

P a u l I V ?  O n  th e  o th e r h a n d , w o u ld  n o t a  p r o te s t u n d e r th e  

p r e s e n t c i r c u m s ta n c e s  f o r m  a  m o s t p o w e r f u l w e a p o n  in  th e  

h a n d s  o f  th e  o p p o n e n ts ?  A V o u ld  th e y  n o t  p o in t to  i t a s  a  p r o o f  

th a t  th e  p o p e  d e s ir e d  n o  p e a c e  ?  th a t  h e  w a s  m e d d l in g  w ith  th e  

in te r n a l a f f a i r s  o f G e rm a n y ? T h e  e m p e r o r , k n o w n  to  b e  a  

lu k e w a r m  C a th o l ic , m ig h t a l ig n  h im s e l f a g a in s t th e p a p a c y  

s im p ly  to  o b ta in  th e  n e c e s s a r y  h e lp  a g a in s t th e  T u r k s . O r a  

c iv i l w a r m ig h t e n s u e .

C a r d in a l C o m m e n d o n e  w a s  in  th e  g r e a te s t c o n s te r n a t io n .  

H is  a d v is e r s , a b o v e  a l l F a th e r C a n is iu s , w e r e  k e p t b u s y  d a y  

a n d  n ig h t. C a n is iu s w a s  o b l ig e d  to  h a v e  h im s e l f r e p la c e d  b y  

a n o th e r  F a th e r  a s  p r e a c h e r  in  th e  C a th e d r a l . T h e  th r e e  J e s u i ts  

a n d  o n e o f th e s e c td a r p r ie s ts , a n E n g l is h m a n , w e r e c o n 

v in c e d  th a t th e  p r o te s t c o u ld  n o t b e  m a d e  w ith o u t g r a v e  in 

ju r y  to  th e  C a th o l ic c a u s e . O n ly  o n e  o f th e  f iv e , a n  I ta l ia n ,  

h e ld  th e  o p p o s i te  o p in io n . 'H ie f o u r c o n v in c e d  C o m m e n d o n e ,  

th a t in  1 5 5 5  th e  C a th o lic s , b e in g  a b s o lu te ly  u n a b le  to  e n f o r c e  

th e i r  ju s t c la im s , h a d  s im p ly  s ta te d  e x is t in g  c o n d i t io n s  a n d  d e 

c la r e d  th a t th e y  w o u ld  r e f r a in  f ro m  a n  e n f o rc e m e n t  o f  th e i r  

r ig h ts w h ic h  h a d  b e c o m e a n  im p o s s ib i l i ty . A t a n y  r a te th e  

r e - a f f i r m a t io n  o f  th e  R e l ig io u s  P e a c e  w o u ld  n o t  b e  a g a in s t th e  

C o u n c i l o f  T r e n t . T h e y  d e m a n d e d , h o w e v e r , th a t th e  C a th o l ic  
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p r in c e s  w h o  w e r e  p r e s e n t a t th e  D ie t , s h o u ld  in  s o m e  o f f ic ia l  

w a y  d e c la r e  th e i r s u b m is s io n  to  a l l th e  d e c is io n s a n d  e n a c t

m e n ts  o f  th e  C o u n c i l .

Λ  m e s s e n g e r  w a s  d is p a tc h e d  to  R o m e  w ith  a  le t te r f ro m  

th e  L e g a te . C a n is iu s a n d  h is tw o  b r e th re n  s e n t a s e p a r a te  

c o m m u n ic a t io n  to  th e i r S u p e r io r G e n e ra l , S t . F r a n c is  B o r g ia .  

S t . F r a n c is a t o n c e c o n f e r r e d  w ith  C a r d in a l G r a n v e l la , th e  

S p a n is h  e m b a s s a d o r , w h o  f u l ly  r e a l iz e d  th e  c o r re c tn e s s  o f  th e  

a t t i tu d e  ta k e n  b y  th e  th r e e J e s u i t s , b u t la c k e d th e  c o u r a g e  

to  in te r c e d e  w ith  th e  p o p e . I n  th is  q u a n d a r y  th e  J e s u i t G e n e r a l  

h im s e l f  u n d e r to o k  th e  o f f ic e  o f  p e a c e m a k e r  b e tw e e n  th e  G e r 

m a n  C a th o l ic s  a n d  P iu s  V . A t  f i r s t  th e  s a in t ly  p o p e  w a s  u t te r ly  

s u r p r is e d , b u t , a s h e  a lw a y s d id , h e  l i s te n e d  p a t ie n t ly  to  S t .  

F r a n c is ’ w o r d s . I n  th e  e n d  h e  r e m a r k e d  h e  w o u ld  p r a y  f o r  

l ig h t . F r a n c is B o r g ia a ls o  p r a y e d . T w o  g r e a t S a in ts  p r a y e d .  

T h e  p r o te s t w a s o m it te d . T h e  C a th o l ic  p r in c e s a t A u g s b u rg  

g a v e  b e f o r e  th e  L e g a te  th e  d e s ir e d  s o le m n  d e c la r a t io n  o f  f a i th 

f u l s u b m is s io n . F o r th e  f i r s t t im e  s in c e  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  

r e l ig io u s  t r o u b le s d id  th e  C a th o l ic s w e a th e r  a n  I m p e r ia l D ie t  

w ith o u t s u f f e r in g  a n y  d is a d v a n ta g e , o n  th e  c o n t r a ry , “ f r o m  

th is  m o m e n t o n ,” w r i te s th e  P r o te s ta n t R a n k e , “ a  n e w  l i f e  

b e g a n  in  th e  C a th o l ic  C h u r c h  o f G e rm a n y .”

C a n is iu s ’ B o o k s o n  S t . J o h n  th e  B a p t is t a n d  th e  B le s s e d  

V ir g in  M a r y .

I n  1 5 5 9  th e  L u th e r a n  M a tth ia s  F la c iu s  b e g a n  th e  p u b l ic a 

t io n  o f a  g ig a n t ic  L a tin  w o r k  o n  C h u r c h  H is to r y , in  w h ic h  

h e  in te n d e d  to  p r o v e  th a t , w h ile  C a th o lic is m  w a s  a  d e g e n e r a 

t io n , th e  L u th e r a n  r e l ig io n  r e p r e s e n te d  o r ig in a l C h r is t ia n ity .  

I t a p p e a r e d  in  e ig h t h u g e  f o l io  v o lu m e s , a n d  i s  c o m m o n ly  r e 

f e r re d  to  a s th e  Magdeburg Centuries f r o m  i t s d iv is io n  o f  

u n iv e r s a l C h u r c h H is to r y  in to p e r io d s o f a c e n tu r y  e a c h .  

F la c iu s a n d  h is m a n y c o l la b o r a to r s h a d g a th e r e d m a te r ia l  

f ro m  c o u n t le s s l ib r a r ie s a n d  a r c h iv e s ( s o m e tim e s  c u t t in g  th e  

p a s s a g e s  th e y  d e s i re d  b o d i ly  o u t o f th e  o r ig in a l) . T h is  s h o w  
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o f le a r n in g  g a v e to  th e  w o r k  a v a s tly  o v e r r a te d  a u th o r i ty .  

T h e  a u th o r s  a s s e r te d  n u m e r o u s  u n p r o v e n  f a c ts  a n d  d is to r te d  

o th e r s  th a t w e r e  g e n u in e  s o  a s  to  s u i t th e i r  p re c o n c e iv e d  p u r ;  

p o s e . T h e  “ M a g d e b u r g  C e n tu r ie s ”  h a d  a  v e r y  la r g e  s a le  a n d  

d id  a n  im m e n s e  a m o u n t  o f h a r m .

A  n u m b e r o f s m a l le r w o r k s h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  w r i t te n  

a g a in s t th e m , a n d  a t R o m e p la n s w e re  m a d e b y  C a rd in a l  

B a r o n iu s  to  i s s u e  a  c o m p le te  r e f u ta t io n  w h ic h  s o o n  b e g a n  to  

b e r a l iz e d  b y  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f th e  f i r s t in s ta lm e n ts o f th e  

m o n u m e n ta l Ecclesistical Annals. B u t f o r th e  p r e s e n t P o p e  

S t . P iu s  V  w a n te d  a  b o o k  e q u a l ly  d e e p  b u t  le s s  e x te n s iv e , a n d  

h e  g a v e  to  F a th e r  C a n is iu s  o r d e r s  to  w r i te  i t . C a n is iu s  w a s  to  

s e le c t s e v e r a l in d iv id u a l p a s s a g e s  o r f e a tu r e s a n d  e x p o s e  th e  

m is re p r e s e n ta t io n s a n d  f a ls e  c o n c lu s io n s e m b o d ie d  in  th e m ,  

th u s  to  s h o w  in  a  f e w  in s ta n c e s  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  m e th o d  

f o l lo w e d  b y  th e  c o m p i le r s . T h e  h u m b le  r e l ig io u s  h a d  h is  m is 

g iv in g s  c o n c e r n in g  h is  c o m p e te n c y  in  th e  f ie ld  o f h is to r y , b u t  

h e  w e n t w ith  a  w il l a t th e  a s s ig n e d  ta s k . H e  s e le c te d  th r e e  

p e r s o n a g e s , w h o s e c h a r a c te r h a d  b e e n  c o m p le te ly  d is f ig u r e d  

b y th e “ C e n tu r ia to r s ,” n a m e ly , S t . J o h n  th e B a p t is t , th e  

B le s s e d  V ir g in , a n d  S t . P e te r . H is  f i r s t s te p  w a s to  a s k  f o r  

th e  b le s s in g  o f S t . P iu s  V  a n d  o f S t . B o r g ia s , S u p e r io r G e n 

e r a l o f th e  S o c ie ty  o f J e s u s .

H e  b e g a n  h is s tu d ie s f o r th e  w o r k  in  1 5 6 7  a t D il lin g e n ,  

w h e r e  th e  u n iv e rs i ty  l ib r a r y  o f f e r e d  th e  b e s t m a te r ia l a n d  f a 

c i l i t ie s ,  a n d  w h e r e  h e  c o u ld  e n jo y  th e  a d v ic e  o f  le a rn e d  f r ie n d s .  

W h a te v e r h e  u n d e r to o k  th r o u g h o u t th e  w h o le  c o u r s e o f h is  

l i f e  w a s  d o n e  th o r o u g h ly , b u t f o r th is  w o r k  h e  m a d e  a lm o s t  

s u p e r -h u m a n  e f fo r t s . S o m e  p a s s a g e s  h e  r e c a s t a s  o f te n  a s  te n  

t im e s . H is b r e th re n  b e c a m e s e r io u s ly a p p r e h e n s iv e f o r th e  

h e a l th  o f th e  a g in g  m a n . B u t in  1 5 7 1  th e  f i r s t in s ta lm e n t , a  

g o o d - s iz e d  q u a r to  v o lu m e o n  S t . J o h n  th e  B a p tis t , a p p e a r e d  

a n d  w a s g r e e te d  w ith  w o r d s o f  s in c e re p r a is e b y m e n  o f  

p r o m in e n c e  a l l o v e r E u ro p e . C a n is iu s ’ w is h  f o r a  p le n a r y  in 

d u lg e n c e a s h is p r iv a te  r e w a r d  w a s jo y f u l ly  g r a n te d  b y  S t .  

P iu s  V .
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M e a n w h i le  th e  in d e f a tig a b le  a u th o r  h a d  b e e n  r e l ie v e d  o f  

h is  d u t ie s a s  P r o v in c ia l . H is  s u c c e s s o r , F a th e r H o f fa e u s , w a s  

n o t s o  d e e p ly  im p r e s s e d  b y  th e  u s e f u ln e s s  o f w o r k  s u c h  a s  

th is . H e  a n d  o th e r s  w e r e  in c l in e d  to  th in k  th a t  a  m a n  w ith  th e  

e x p e r ie n c e  o f C a n is iu s c o u ld  a c c o m p l is h  m o r e  g o o d  b y  d e 

v o t in g  h im s e l f to  p r e a c h in g  a n d  te a c h in g  a n d  to  th e  w r i tin g  

o f m o r e  s t r ic t ly  p o p u la r b o o k s . B u t th e  p o p e  u r g e d  th e  c o n 

t in u a n c e  o f  th e  w o r k . C a n is iu s  w a s , h o w e v e r ,  to  h is  g r e a t s o r 

r o w , t r a n s f e r r e d  to  I n n s b r u c k  a s p r e a c h e r f o r th e c o u r t o f  

A r c h d u k e  F e r d in a n d , a  s o n  o f  E m p e r o r  F e r d in a n d  I  a n d  th e n  

r u le r  o f  th e  T y ro l . T h is  o f f ic e  i t  w a s  p r e s u m e d  w o u ld  n o t  in te r 

f e r e  m u c h  w ith  h is w r i t in g . T h u s h e w a s d e p r iv e d  o f th e  

c o m p a n y  o f th e  e m in e n t m e n  in  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  o f D il lin g e n .  

A n d  a l th o u g h  a  w a g o n lo a d  o f  b o o k s , w e ig h in g  f i f te e n h u n d r e d  

p o u n d s , f o l lo w e d  h im  to  h is  n e w  h o m e , th is  c o u ld  n o t c o n s o le  

h im  f o r th e  lo s s o f th e  u n iv e rs i ty  l ib ra r y . H is  h e a l th , a ls o ,  

s u f f e r e d  u n d e r  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f th e  F o h n , a  w a r m  w in d  w h ic h  

b lo w s p e r io d ic a l ly  o n  th e  n o r th e rn  s lo p e o f th e  A lp s . B u t  

f a i th fu l  to  h is  p r in c ip le  h e  m a d e  n o  a t te m p t to  h a v e  th e  o r d e r  

r e s c in d e d .

I n  h is  s e r m o n s  b e f o r e  th e  c o u r t  h e  w a s  f a r  f r o m  im i ta t in g  

th e  e x a m p le  o f  th o s e  w h o m  h e  w a s  w o n t to  c a ll s u g a r  p r e a c h 

e r s , w h o  s p o k e  e v e r o f  th e  M e r c y  b u t n e v e r o f  th e  J u s t ic e  o f  

C o d . H e  b e l ie v e d  in  p o u r in g  n o t o n ly  s o o th in g  o i l b u t a ls o  

s h a r p  w in e  in to  th e  w o u n d s  o f th e  s in fu l s o u l . S t i l l h e  n e v e r  

d e m a n d e d  th e im p o s s ib le . C o n c e r n in g  th e c u s to m s o f th e  

C a r n iv a l h e  s a id , “ n o  k in g  o r e m p e ro r , n o r e v e n  S ts . P e te r  

a n d  P a u l , c o u ld  e v e r  s u c c e e d  in  a b o l i s h in g  th e m . T h e  p r e a c h 

e r ’s ta s k  w il l th e r e f o r e  b e  to  s h o w  th e  p e o p le  h o w  to  e n jo y  

th e m s e lv e s in  d e c e n c y , a n d  w ith o u t c o m m it t in g  e x c e s s e s .”  

U p o n  h is a d v ic e  a r e g u la r c r u s a d e w a s in a u g u ra te d  a g a in s t  

b a d  b o o k s . B u t th e  w is e r e f o r m e r in s is te d  th a t i t w a s n o t  

e n o u g h  to  ta k e th e  h e r e t ic a l w r i t in g s f ro m  th e  p e o p le  ; g o o d  

b o o k s m u s t b e  p u t in  th e i r p la c e . S o  th e  g o v e r n m e n t m a d e  

la r g e p u r c h a s e s in  A u g s b u r g . T h e p o o r r e c e iv e d C a th o l ic  

b o o k s  g r a ti s . T h o s e  w h o  c o u ld  a f fo r d  i t w e r e  e x p e c te d  to  r e 

f u n d  h a l f  o f  th e  p r ic e .
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T o  a s s is t th e  z e a lo u s a u th o r in  th e  c o m p o s i t io n  o f h is  

v o lu m e  o n  th e  B le s s e d  V ir g in , A r c h d u k e F e rd in a n d  h ir e d  a  

c o p y is t , a n d  s u p p l ie d  th e  a u th o r , m o r e o v e r , w ith  m o n e y  to  b u y  

b o o k s  f o r  h is  s tu d ie s . “ I t i s  in c re d ib le ,”  w r i te s  C a n is iu s ’ s te p 

b r o th e r  T h e o d o r ic , th e n  a  p r ie s t o f  th e  S o c ie ty  o f J e s u s ( s e e  

p a g e  3 ) , “ h o w  m u c h  g o o d  F a th e r P e te r i s b o th e r in g  h im s e l f  

a n d  o th e r s f o r  th is  w o r k . E v e r b o d y  i s  s u rp r is e d  th a t h e  d o e s  

n o t b r e a k  d o w n .” C a n is iu s k n e w  th a t C a r d in a l S ir le to  a t  

R o m e  e n jo y e d  th e  r e p u ta t io n  o f b e in g  m o s t f a m i l ia r  w ith  th e  

V a t ic a n  l ib r a ry  a n d  o th e r d e p o s i to r ie s  o f p r in te d  a n d  m a n u 

s c r ip t b o o k s . T o  h im  h e  m a d e  b o ld  to  a p p ly , a n d  w a s  h a p p y  

to  r e c e iv e  f r o m  h im  a  n u m b e r  o f  c o n t r ib u t io n s  w h ic h  i t w o u ld  

h a v e  b e e n  im p o s s ib le  to  f in d  e ls e w h e r e .

W h ile  th e  a u th o r  w a s  s ta y in g  a  s h o r t t im e  a t L a n d s h u t ,  

th e  r e s id e n c e o f y o u n g  D u k e  W illia m , th e  la te r W illia m  V  

o f B a v a r ia , i t h a p p e n e d  o n  a  c e r ta in  o c c a s io n  th a t th e  la y -  

b r o th e r  to  w h o m  h e  u s e d  to  d ic ta te , a s k e d  p e r m is s io n  to  a b s e n t  

h im s e l f f o r a n  h o u r . C a n is iu s , b u r ie d  in  th is th o u g h ts , r e 

m a in e d  s e a te d  a t h is  d e s k . T h e n  h e  h e a r d  th e  d o o r o p e n , b u t  

i t w a s  th e  y o u n g  d u k e  th a t e n te re d . W ith o u t lo o k in g  u p  C a 

n is iu s , p r e s u m in g  i t w a s h is b r o th e r , b e g a n d ic ta t in g . T h e  

p r in c e  a t o n c e  g r a s p in g  th e  s i tu a t io n , s a t d o w n  a n d  w r o te  o n  

u n t i l th e  b r o th e r r e tu rn e d . T h e re  f o l lo w e d , o f c o u r s e , m u c h  

c o n s te r n a t io n a n d  b e g g in g  o f p a r d o n , a l l to  th e  g r e a t g le e  

o f th e  d u k e , w h o  m o d e s tly  d e c la re d , th a t h e w a s o n ly  to o  

h a p p y  to  h a v e  c o n tr ib u te d  a  l i t t le  to  s o  w o r th y  a  w o r k  in  h o n o r  

o f  th e  Q u e e n  o f H e a v e n .

T h e  n e w  v o lu m e  a p p e a r e d  in  1 5 7 7 . I t i s  a  c o m p le te  M a r io -  

lo g y , t r e a t in g  o f a l l q u e s t io n s th a t a r e  c o n n e c te d  w ith th e  

d ig n i ty , p o s i t io n  a n d  v e n e ra t io n  o f th e  V ir g in  o f V ir g in s . I t  

m e t w ith  e v e n  g r e a te r f a v o r th a n  th e  v o lu m e o n  S t . J o h n  

th e  B a p t is t . T h e  C a th o l ic  c r it ic s  p r a is e d  in  p a r t ic u la r  n o t o n ly  

th e  im m e n s e e r u d it io n , s o l id i ty , a n d  r e l ia b il i ty  o f th e  w o r k ,  

b u t a ls o  th e  e n th u s ia s m  o f th e  a u th o r f o r h is g r e a t s u b je c t ,  

a n d th e p ie ty a n d u n c t io n m a n if e s te d in e v e r y l in e .  

I n  s p i te  o f i t s s iz e i t w a s r e p r in te d  a f e w  y e a r s la te r a n d  
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s e v e ra l t im e s  in  th e  c o u r s e  o f  th e  f o l lo w in g  c e n tu r ie s , th e  la s t  

e d i t io n  b e in g  th a t o f P a r is  w h ic h  a p p e a r e d  in  th e  n in e te e n th  

c e n tu r y .

C a n is iu s  h a d  a l r e a d y  g a th e r e d  m u c h  m a te r ia l f o r  th e  v o l 

u m e  o n  th e  th i r d  o b je c t o f M a g d e b u r g  m is r e p r e s e n ta tio n , S t .  

P e te r , a n d  th e  s u c c e s s h e  e x p e r ie n c e d  w ith  th e  f i r s t tw o  v o l 

u m e s in s p i re d  h im  w ith  th e  d e s i re  to  f in is h  th e  th i rd  o n e  a ls o .  

B u t F a th e r  H o f f a e u s , th e  P r o v in c ia l , th o u g h t  d if f e r e n t ly . M e n  

w e r e  to o  u r g e n t ly  n e e d e d  f o r m o r e  d ir e c t w o r k  in  th e  V in e 

y a r d  o f th e  L o r d . T h e  h e a l th  o f th e  c e le b r a te d  a u th o r , to o ,  

s e e m e d  to  b e s e r io u s ly  o n  th e  d e c l in e . I t w a s n o  s m a ll t r ia l  

f o r g o o d  F a th e r C a n is iu s , to  le a r n  o f th e  P r o v in c ia l ’s v ie w .  

B u t , a s  h e  h a d  a lw a y s  d o n e , h e  e n te re d  h e a r t i ly  in to  h is  s u p e 

r io r ’s p la n . H e  h im s e l f r e m a r k e d , th a t G r e g o ry  X I I I , w h o  

h a d  s u c c e e d e d  S t . P iu s  V , w o u ld  e a s i ly  r e le a s e  h im  f r o m  th e  

d u ty  im p o s e d  u p o n  h im  b y  th e  la t te r . T h e n c e f o r w a r d  h e  d e 

v o te d  h im s e l f , a s  o f o ld , to  th e  m o r e  o r le s s  o r d in a ry  d u t ie s  

o f th e  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  a s  P r e a c h e r , c a te c h is t , a n d  c o n 

f e s s o r . S e v e r a l r e m a r k a b le c o n v e r s io n s o f p r o m in e n t P r o t 

e s ta n ts  s o o n  w e r e  th e  f r u it o f  h is  u n t i r in g  z e a l.

A  B u s y  L if e .

T h e  la s t f e w  c h a p te r s h a v e  s h o w n , h o w  o n  s e v e ra l m o 

m e n to u s o c c a s io n s B le s s e d P e te r C a n is iu s e i th e r a lo n e o r in  

u n io n  w ith  o th e r s e x e r c is e d  a p a r a m o u n t in f lu e n c e  u p o n  th e  

f o r tu n e s  o f  th e  C h u r c h  in  G e rm a n y  a n d  th r o u g h o u t  th e  w o r ld .  

B u t to  m a k e  th e  r e a d e r  r e a l iz e th e  u n t i r in g  z e a l o f th e  m a n  

a s  w e ll  a s  to  th r o w  m o r e  l ig h t u p o n  h is  p e r s o n a l c h a r a c te r  a n d  

th e  m a n y s id e d n e s s o f h is a c t iv i ty , w e s h a l l n o w  b r ie f ly  r e 

c o u n t a  f e w  o th e r  n o te w o r th y  e v e n ts  w h ic h  h a p p e n e d  in  v a r 

io u s y e a r s  o f  h is b u s y  l i f e .

W h e n  in R o m e in 1 5 6 8  h e h a d  s e v e ra l a u d ie n c e s w ith  

P o p e  P iu s V , a n d  c o n tr ib u te d  m u c h  to  th e  a p p o in tm e n t o f a  

C a r d in a l i t ia l  C o m m is s io n  o n  G e r m a n  a f fa i r s , w h ic h ,  e s p e c ia l ly  

u n d e r th e  n e x t p o p e , G r e g o r y  X I I I , a c c o m p l is h e d m u c h  in  
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th e  in te r e s t  o f  th e  C h u r c h  in  G e rm a n y . S o  lo n g  a s  h is  s o jo u r n  

in th e E te r n a l C ity  la s te d , C a n is iu s d id  n o t c e a s e to  e x e r t  

in f lu e n c e u p o n  th e  p r o c e e d in g s o f th is C o m m is s io n . O n  o n e  

o c c a s io n  th e  c a r d in a ls h a d  d e c id e d  to  d e a l s e v e r e ly  w ith  c e r 

ta in  G e r m a n  b is h o p s . T h e  p a p a l b r ie f s  w e r e  r e a d y  to  b e  d e s 

p a tc h e d . O u r  a p o s t le  h e a r d  o f i t , a n d  b y  h is  e x p la n a t io n s  a n d  

r e p r e s e n ta t io n s  b r o u g h t i t a b o u t , th a t th e  p la n  w a s  a b a n d o n e d , 

a n d  g e n t le r m e a s u r e s w e r e  t r ie d  w ith  e m in e n t s u c c e s s .

P iu s  V  in te n d e d  to  r a is e  C a n is iu s  to  th e  c a r d in a la te . B u t  

th e  h u m b le  r e l ig io u s , s o  w r i te s  th e  im p e r ia l a m b a s s a d o r , “ g o t  

w in d  o f i t , a n d  i s  n o w  b e s e e c h in g  th e  c a r d in a ls  to  c h a n g e  th e  

p o p e ’s m in d . A  p e r s o n a l a u d ie n c e w ith  th e  h o ly  F a th e r h a d  

th e  d e s ir e d  r e s u l t , a n d  C a n is iu s  w a s  a l lo w e d  to  r e tu rn  to  G e r 

m a n y  w ith o u t th e  c a rd in a l ’s p u r p le .

T h e  P r o te s ta n t E le c to r o f S a x o n y  a n d  th e  la n d g r a v e o f  

H e s s e  t r ie d  to  in f lu e n c e  th e  P r in c e - A b b o t  o f  F u ld a  to  e x p e l  th e  

J e s u i t s a n d  h a n d  o v e r th e i r c o l le g e to P r o te s ta n t te a c h e rs .  

U n d e r th e  p r e s s u r e  o f r e b e ll io u s  s u b je c ts th e  a b b o t s e e m s  to  

h a v e  w a v e r e d . W h e n  C a n is iu s r e c e iv e d  th e  n e w s , h e  a t o n c e  

w r o te  to  th e  B is h o p  o f A u g s b u r g , a n d  th r o u g h  h im  p r e v a i le d  

o n  th e  d u k e  o f  B a v a r ia  a n d  th e  e m p e ro r  to  p u t a  s to p  to  th o s e  

m a c h in a t io n s .

T h e  H a p s b u r g  r u le rs  o f th e  T y r o l h a d  b e e n f o r a  lo n g  

t im e  e n g a g e d  in  a  d is p u te  w ith  th e  B is h o p s  o f T r e n t c o n c e r n 

in g  c e r ta in  te r r i to r ia l p r iv i le g e s . A r c h d u k e  F e r d in a n d ,  th o u g h  

a  v e r y  p io u s  m a n , ( s e e  p a g e  3 7 ) w a s  s o  c o n v in c e d  o f  h is  r ig h t  

th a t h e w o u ld  l i s te n  to  n o  p r o p o s a l e v e n  o f a  c o m p r o m is e .  

U p o n  th e  r e q u e s t o f th e  P a p a l N u n c io  F a th e r  C a n is iu s m a d e  

a  n e w  a t te m p t a n d  s u c c e e d e d . F e r d in a n d  w a s n o w  r e a d y  to  

y ie ld , a n d  th u s  a  f e u d , w h ic h  h a d  a s s u m e d  th e  p r o p o r tio n s  o f  

a  s ta n d in g  s c a n d a l , w a s  b r o u g h t to  a  s a t i s f a c to r y  c o n c lu s io n .

I n  1 5 5 8  K in g  F e r d in a n d  f o l lo w e d  h is  b r o th e r C h a r le s V  

a s  e m p e ro r . B u t P o p e  P a u l I V , w h o  r ig h t ly  a d h e r e d  to  th e  

m e d ie v a l id e a  o f th e  H o ly  R o m a n  E m p ir e , c o u ld  n o t m a k e  u p  

h is m in d  to  r e c o g n iz e  a s e m p e r o r a m a n  in w h o s e e le c t io n  

h e r e t ic s h a d  c o o p e ra te d , a n d  w h o  c la im e d  th e im p e r ia l t i t le  
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a f te r h is p r e d e c e s s o r , C h a r le s V , h a d  a b d ic a te d  w ith o u t th e  

p o p e ’s c o n s e n t . B lin d  z e a lo ts  h e lp e d  to  w id e n  th e  b r e a c h  b e 

tw e e n  p o p e  a n d  e m p e r o r . I n  R o m e  F e r d in a n d  w a s  c o n s id e r e d  

n o le s s th a n  a s e m i-h e r e t ic . “ A n d s t i l l ju s t n o w ,” w r o te  

C a n is iu s to  R o m e , “ n o b o d y  t r ie s  m o r e  s e r io u s ly  to  s ta n d  w ith  

a  c le a r c o n s c ie n c e  b e f o r e  G o d  a n d  g o o d  m e n  th a n  th is  p r in c e  

d o e s .” A s  P r o v in c ia l o f  th e  J e s u i t s  in  G e rm a n y  h e  h a d  m a n y  

M a s s e s , p r a y e r s , a n d  w o r k s  o f p e n a n c e  o f f e r e d  u p  to  e n d  th e  

d is s e n s io n . T h e  S u p e r io r  G e n e ra l o f  th e  S o c ie ty  a ls o  in f o r m e d  

h im  th a t in  R o m e  e v e ry th in g  p o s s ib le  w a s  t r ie d  f o r th e  s a m e  

p u r p o s e . A t la s t D iv in e P r o v id e n c e in te r f e re d . P a u l I V ,  

p e r s o n a l ly  a  b la m e le s s c h a r a c te r , d ie d , a n d  u n d e r h is s u c c e s 

s o r , P iu s  I V , a l l th e  d if f ic u l t ie s d is a p p e a r e d .

S in c e 1 5 5 9 F a th e r C a n is iu s h a d b e e n p r e a c h e r a t th e  

C a th e d r a l o f A u g s b u r g . T h is p o s it io n  w a s b y  n o  m e a n s a  

s in e c u re . I t c a l lè d  f o r a s e rm o n  o n  a l l S u n d a y s a n d  F e a s t

d a y s , th e  la t te r th e n  m u c h  m o r e  n u m e r o u s  th a n  n o w , a n d  f o r  

th r e e  a d d i t io n a l s e rm o n s  e v e r y  w e e k  d u r in g  A d v e n t a n d  L e n t .  

T h e  z e a lo u s C a n is iu s a d d e d  tw o  c a te c h e t ic a l a d d r e s s e s e v e r y  

w e e k  a l l th e  y e a r  a r o u n d . W h e n  h e  a c c e p te d  th e  o f f ic e  h a rd ly  

8 0 0 0  o f th e  8 0 ,0 0 0  in h a b ita n ts o f th e  c i ty  c o u ld  s t i l l b e  c a l le d  

C a th o l ic s . A t f i r s t h e  h a d  o f te n  n o  m o r e  th a n  th i r ty  o f f i f ty  

p e r s o n s  p r e s e n t a t h is s e rm o n s . B u t th e i r n u m b e r in c r e a s e d  

r a p id ly . A t th e  n e x t E a s te r , th e r e  w e r e  n in e h u n d r e d  c o m m u 

n io n s  m o r e  th a n  th e  y e a r  b e f o r e . S la n d e r s  b y  th e  P r o te s ta n ts ,  

a n d  s m a ll  n a g g in g  o n  th e  p a r t o f  th e  v e r y  m e n  w h o  h a d  e n th u 

s ia s t ic a l ly  g r e e te d  h is c o m in g  w e r e n o t la c k in g . B u t w h e n  

s e v e n  y e a r s  la te r  h e  s u r r e n d e r e d  th e  p o s t to  o n e  o f h is b r e th 

r e n . h a l f th e  p o p u la t io n  o f A u g s b u r g  w a s C a th o l ic .

T h e  b o y s  w h o  s a n g  in  th e  c h o i r  o f  th e  C a th e d r a l  o f  A u g s 

b u r g  a n d  a t te n d e d  th e  C a th e d r a l s c h o o l w e r e f o r c e d  to  f in d  

lo d g in g s  in  th e  c i ty  a m o n g  s u r r o u n d in g s  in  w h ic h  th e y  w e r e  

e x p o s e d  to  m a n y  d a n g e r s . W h e n  C a n is iu s o b s e r v e d  th is , h e  

s u g g e s te d  to  th e  b is h o p  th e  p la n  o f f o u n d in g  a  c o m m o n  h o m e  

f o r  th e m . H e  h im s e l f c o l le c te d  p a r t o f th e  f u n d s b y  b e g g in g  

a m o n g  th e  r ic h  c i t iz e n s  a n d  th e  C a th o l ic  p r in c e s  w h o  h a p p e n e d  
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to  b e  a t  A u g s b u r g  f o r  I m p e r ia l  D ie ts . A  s u i ta b le  b u i ld in g  w a s  

a c q u i r e d , a n d  C a n is iu s c o m p o s e d  th e  r u le s o f d is c ip lin e f o r  

th e  n e w  in s t i tu t io n . A s  p r e a c h e r  in  th e  C a th e d r a l h e  e v e r  k e p t  

th e s e  p o o r s tu d e n ts  in  s ig h t a n d  c o n t in u e d  b e g g in g  f o r th e m  

a n d  a p p e a lin g  to  h is  h e a r e rs  o n  th e i r  b e h a l f . “ I t i s  n o w  c o ld ,”  

h e  o n c e  s a id  in  N o v e m b e r , “ a n d  th e y  n e e d  w a rm e r c lo th e s .  

P le a s e  g iv e  y o u r  c o n t r ib tu io n  a s  y o u  d id  la s t y e a r . T h e y  p r a y  

a n d  s in g  f o r u s  e v e r y  d a y , a n d  th e y  a r e  f o r b id d e n  to  b e g .”

I n  1 5 6 6  C a r d in a l T r u c h s e s s , B is h o p  o f A u g s b u r g , a s k e d  

F a th e r  C a n is iu s  to  s p e n d  s o m e  t im e  a t th e  r e s id e n c e  o f  C o u n t  

H e lf e n s te in , w h o  w a s c o n s id e r in g  to  r e tu rn  to  th e  F a i th  o f  

h is  f a th e rs . T h e  c o u n t h a d  f o r c ib ly  in t ro d u c e d  P r o te s ta n ti s m  

in to  h is  d is tr ic t , o n ly  to  f in d  th a t m o r a l i ty  w a s  v is ib ly  d e c l in 

in g  a m o n g  h is  p e o p le . O f h im s e l f h e  c o n f e s s e d : “ S in c e  th a t  

s te p  I  c a n  n o  lo n g e r p r a y  a s  I c o u ld  b e f o r e .” C a n is iu s  s ta y e d  

w ith  h im  f o r  a  w e e k  a n d  c le a r e d  u p  h is  d ic f f iu l t ie s . T h e  a p o s 

t le  im p r o v e d  th e  o c c a s io n  b y  in s t ru c t in g  in  th e  C a th o l ic  r e l ig io n  

tw o  w o m e n  w h o  w e r e  u n d e r  s e n te n c e  o f  d e a th  o n  th e  c h a r g e  o f  

w itc h c r a f t a n d  h a d  b e e n  a b a n d o n e d  b y  th e  P r o te s ta n t p r e a c h 

e r s . T h e  l i t t le  C o u n ty  o f  H e lf e n s te in  h a s  e v e r  s in c e  r e m a in e d  

a n  o a s is  o f f e r v e n t F a i th  in  th e  m id s t o f P r o te s ta n t n e ig h b o r s .

I n  th e  s a m e  y e a r w e f in d  C a n is iu s a t W ü r z b u r g  to  le n d  

h is a s s is ta n c e  to  th e  n e g o t ia t io n s f o r th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t o f a  

J e s u i t c o l le g e in  th a t c i ty . H e  h a d to p r o m is e to g iv e th e  

L e n te n s e rm o n s th e f o l lo w in g y e a r . D u r in g  th a t L e n t h e  

p r e a c h e d  th r e e  t im e s  e v e r y  w e e k  a n d  g a v e  b e s id e s  tw o  c a te c h 

e t ic a l in s t ru c t io n s in  a n o th e r c h u r c h . A t th e s a m e  t im e h e  

p r e p a re d  th e r e g u la t io n s w h ic h  w e r e to  b e d is c u s s e d  a t th e  

D io c e s a n  S y n o d  d u r in g  E a s te r  w e e k .

T h e  R o m a n  p u b l is h e r , P a u l M a n u t iu s , w a s in  p o s s e s s io n  

o f a  p r iv ile g e  w h ic h  p r o h ib i te d  u n d e r p a in  o f e x c o m m u n ic a 

t io n  th e  r e p r in t o f  a n y  w o r k  i s s u e d  b y  h im . S o m e  o f h is  p u b 

l ic a t io n s  w e r e , o f  c o u r s e  w ith  im p u n ity , r e p r in te d  in  G e rm a n y  

b y  P r o te s ta n ts , a n d  o f te n  w ith  g r a v e  e r r o rs  a n d  e v e n  f a ls if ic a 

t io n s , w h ile  th e  c o s t o f  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  m a d e  h is  g e n u in e  w o r k s  
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p r o h ib i t iv e ly  e x p e n s iv e  in  G e r m a n y . C a n is iu s  s e iz e d  th e  o c c a 

s io n  o f th e  v is i t o f a  p r o m in e n t R o m a n  p r e la te  to  s h o w  h o w  

m u c h  th is  in te r fe r e d  w ith  th e  in te re s ts  o f  r e l ig io n  in  G e rm a n y .  

A f te r  a  s h o r t w h ile  M a n u t iu s s a w  h is p r iv i le g e s  c u r ta i le d  in  

f a v o r o f G e r m a n  p r in te r s .

P iu s  V  o r d e r e d  th e  J e s u i t s  o f U p p e r G e rm a n y  to  p r e p a r e  

a  G e r m a n  t r a n s la t io n  o f th e  R o m a n  C a te c h is m  ( s e e  p a g e  3 6 ) .  

I t w a s  w r i tte n  b y  F a th e r  H o f f a e u s , b u t C a n is iu s  h im s e l f to o k  

g r e a t p a in s in  r e v is in g  i t . A b o u t th e s a m e t im e a S p a n is h  

J e s u it ,  J e r o m e  d e  T o r r e s , c o n s u l te d  h im  c o n c e r n in g  a L a t in  

w o r k , “ T h e  C r e e d  o f S t . A u g u s t in e .” T h e  G e r m a n  P r o v in c ia l  

s a w  im m e d ia te ly  th e  u s e f u ln e s s o f s u c h  a  p u b l ic a t io n  in  th e  

s t ru g g le  w ith  th e  P r o te s ta n ts ,  w h o  c o n s ta n t ly  a p p e a le d  to  th e  

g r e a t D o c to r o f  th e  C h u r c h . H e  r e q u e s te d  th e  a u th o r  to  h a v e  

i t p r in te d  in  D il lin g e n . B u t h e  h im s e l f , u p o n  h is  o w n  r e s p o n 

s ib i l i ty , to n e d  d o w n  s e v e ra l s t ro n g  e x p r e s s io n s , w h ic h  th e  f ie r y  

S p a n ia r d  e m p lo y e d  in  t r e a t in g  o f  th e  h e r e t ic s  o f  th e  d a y . “ F a 

th e r d e  T o r r e s ,”  h e s a id , “ w o u ld n o t w r i te th a t w a y  i f h e  

k n e w  G e rm a n y .” ( I n  th e  s a m e  s p i r i t h e p r o h ib i te d in th e  

h o u s e s  u n d e r  h is 'ju r i s d ic tio n  th e  r e a d in g  o f th e  w o r k s  o f c e r 

ta in  C a th o l ic  a p o lo g is t s w h o  f a i le d  to  k e e p  w ith in  th e  b o u n d s  

o f  c h a r i ty  w h e n  s p e a k in g  o f  th e  r e l ig io u s  in n o v a to r s . ) H e  a ls o  

g a v e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t a n d  a s s is ta n c e to  th e  A u g u s t in ia n  F r ia r  

P a n v in io  f o r w o r k s  o n  th e  h is to ry  a n d  th e  a n t iq u it ie s o f th e  

C h u r c h , in  p a r t ic u la r P a n v in o ’s w o r k  o n  th e  c a ta c o m b s .

I n  R o m e F a th e r C a n is iu s s a w  th e  L a t in  r e p o r ts o f th e  

m is s io n a r ie s f r o m  I n d ia , J a p a n , a n d  o th e r f o r e ig n  c o u n t r ie s .  

H e  s e n t s o m e  o f th e m  to  D u k e  A lb r e c h t o f B a v a r ia , o n  w h o m  

th e y  m a d e  a  d e e p  im p r e s s io n . “ T h e  W o r d  o f G o d ,” C a n is iu s  

s a id  in  a n  a c c o m p a n y in g  le t te r , “ i s n o t id e n t i f ie d  w ith  a n y  

n a t io n . I f  u n g r a te f u l C h r is t ia n s in  G e r m a n y  r e je c t i t , i t g o e s  

to  r a c e s  o f  w h ic h  o u r  f a th e r s  h a d  n o  id e a .” L a te r  o n  h e  p la n 

n e d  a  r e g u la r p u b l ic a t io n  u n d e r th e  t i t le  o f “ I n d ia n  L e t te r s .”  

I t w a s  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a  w h o le  l i te r a tu r e  o n  m is s in o a r y  a c t iv 

i ty , a  l i te ra tu r e  to  w h ic h  i s  d u e  m u c h  o f  o u r  k n o w le d g e  o f th e  
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h is to r y  a n d  w o r k  o f  C a th o lic  m is s io n s  in  a l l c o u n t r ie s , A m e r ic a  

in c lu d e d .

I n  a  s im i la r  w a y  C a n is iu s  e x te n d e d  a  h e lp in g  h a n d  to  th e  

f r ie n d  o f h is y o u th , th e C a r th u s ia n L a w r e n c e  S u r iu s ( s e e  

p a g e  7 ) . H e  s e a r c h e d  th e  l ib r a r ie s  to  f in d  m a te r ia l f o r  S u r iu s ’ 

C o l le c t io n  o f th e C o u n c i l s , a n d  h is c r i t ic a l L iv e s o f S a in ts .  

( T h e  la s t- n a m e d  w o r k m a d e  S u r iu s th e f o r e r u n n e r o f th e  

g r e a t e n te r p r i s e  o f th e  B o l la n d is ts . )

W h e n  P o p e  P iu s  V  p r o c la im e d  a  J u b i le e  to  o b ta in  G o d ’s  

a id a g a in s t th e T u r k s , s e c u la r a n d  e c c le s ia s t ic a l a u th o r i t ie s  

a p p l ie d  to  C a n is iu s f o r a  d e ta i le d  p la n  o f a n n o u n c in g  in  a n  

a p p r o p r ia te  m a n n e r to  th e  p e o p le  th is  g r e a t m e a n s  o f w in n in g  

D iv in e  A s s is ta n c e  f o r th e  e n te r p r is e .

W h ile  o c c u p ie d , a t I n n s b r u c k , w ith  th e  w r i t in g  o f h is  

w o r k  o n  th e  B le s s e d  V ir g in , h e c o m p o s e d  a n  in s t r u c t io n  o f  

th e  c le rg y  o f th e  D io c e s e  o f B r ix e n , c o n c e r n in g  th e  a d m in is 

t r a t io n  o f th e  s a c r a m e n ts . I t h a d  b e e n  d is c o v e r e d  th a t m a n y  

a b u s e s h a d  c r e p t in to  th e s e  m in is t ra t io n s . T h e  V ic a r G e n e r a l  

s e n t th is in s t ru c t io n  to  a l l th e  p a s to r s .

A  Z w in g lia n  p r e a c h e r , J o h n  B r u n n e r , h a d  b e e n  c o n v e r te d  

in  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  h is  s tu d ie s  in  th e  w o r k s  o f  th e  e a r ly  D o c to r s  

o f th e C h u r c h . A s h e  w a s m a r r ie d , h o w e v e r , h e  c o u ld  n o t  

th in k  o f  e n te r in g  th e  r a n k s  o f  th e  C a th o l ic  c le r g y  a n d  w a s  a t a  

lo s s h o w  to s u p p o r t h is w if e a n d  c h i ld re n . C a n is iu s p r o 

c u r e d  f o r  h im  a  p o s i t io n  a s  te a c h e r  in  th e  u n iv e rs i ty  o f I n g o l

s ta d t .

O n e  o f th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t f o u n d a t io n s o f S t . I g n a t iu s  

w a s  th e  G e r m a n  C o l le g e  a t R o m e , w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  e s ta b l i s h e d  

f o r th e  p u r p o s e  o f s e n d in g  w e ll in s t ru c te d  a n d  t r a in e d  p r ie s ts  

to  G e r m a n y . A f te r th e  h o ly  f o u n d e r ’s d e a th , h o w e v e r , th e  

in s t i tu t io n s u f fe r e d g r e a tly f ro m  la c k o f f u n d s . C a n is iu s  

u s e d  th e  c o n f id e n c e  w ith  w h ic h  G r e g o ry  X I I I h o n o r e d  h im  to  

d ir e c t th e p o p e ’s a t te n tio n  to  i t s p r e c a r io u s  c o n d i t io n . H e  

w a s  n o t th e  o n ly  o n e  th a t d id  s o . B u t i t i s  r e m a r k a b le , th a t  

o n ly  a  f e w  m o n th s a f te r C a n is iu s ’ d e p a r tu r e f ro m  R o m e  th e  

p o p e  p u t th e G e r m a n C o l le g e u p o n  a s o u n d  f in a n c ia l b a s is .  
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D u r in g  th e  n e x t th i r ty  y e a r s  a lo n e  a b o u t e ig h t h u n d r e d  y o u n g  

G e r m a n s r e c e iv e d  in  i t th e i r  e d u c a t io n  f o r th e  p r ie s th o o d . I t  

h a s  e v e r r e m a in e d  o n e  o f th e  e x te r io r  b o n d s  th a t u n i te  G e r 

m a n y  w ith  R o m e , a n d  h a s  s e r v e d  a s  a  m o d e l f o r  s im ila r in s t i 

tu t io n s  in  th e  E te rn a l C ity  a n d  e ls e w h e r e .

C a n is iu s h a d  o f te n  a s s is te d  b is h o p s  a n d  c a r d in a ls  in  c o m 

p i l in g  r e p o r ts  o n  th e  c o n d i t io n  o f  G e r m a n y . O n e  b y  C a r d in a l  

T r u c h s e s s h a s lo n g  b e e n  c o n s id e r e d  a s e n t i r e ly  th e  w o r k  o f  

C a n is iu s . T h e  p o p e  e x p r e s s e d  th e  d e s i re  to  h a v e  o n e  d ir e c t ly  

f r o m  th e  g r e a t J e s u it . I n  th is  m e m o r ia l th e  w r i te r g a v e  u t 

te r a n c e  to  a  w is h  h e  h a d  b e e n  c h e r is h in g  f o r  a  lo n g  t im e , n a m e 

ly , th a t P a p a l S e m in a r ie s , l ik e  th e  G e r m a n  C o l le g e  a t R o m e ,  

b e  e s ta b l i s h e d  in  G e r m a n y  i t s e l f . S u c h  s e m in a r ie s w e r e  e v e n 

tu a l ly  f o u n d e d  in  s e v e ra l G e r m a n  c i t ie s .

O n e  o f C a n is iu s ’ jo u r n e y s  to  R o m e  to o k  p la c e  w h ile h e  

w a s p r e a c h e r a t th e  c o u r t o f A r c h d u k e  F e r d in a n d  a t I n n s 

b r u c k  ( s e e  p a g e 3 7 ) . W h e n  h e  r e tu r n e d  h e f o u n d  th a t a n 

o th e r  c o u r t  p r e a c h e r  h a d  b e e n  a p p o in te d , th e  F r a n c is c a n  J o h n  

N a s . I t w a s a  k e e n ly  f e l t h u m il ia t io n . W o r s t o f a l l , g o o d  

F a th e r N a s , w h o  w a s a  c o n v e r t a n d  h a d  m a d e r a th e r b r ie f  

s tu d ie s , o c c a s io n a l ly  s a id  s t r a n g e  th in g s  a b o u t g o o d  w o r k s  a n d  

th e  s a c r a m e n ts , a n d  a ls o  in v e ig h e d  a g a in s t th e  J e s u i t s . B u t  

C a n is iu s w a s f a r f r o m  lo s in g  h is c o m p o s u re . T h e  m a n  p o s 

s e s s e d  a n  u n u s u a l g if t o f p o p u la r e lo q u e n c e  a n d  d id  a n  im 

m e n s e  a m o u n t o f g o o d  b y  h is p o w e rf u l i f a t t im e s  u n c o u th  

s e r m o n s . O n ly  o n  o n e  o c c a s io n  d id  B le s s e d  P e te r r e p ly  in  

h is  o w n  s e rm o n  to  F . N a s ’ in v e c t iv e s , a n d  th is  s im p ly  b y  w a y  

o f s ta t in g  th e  c o r re c t C a th o l ic  te a c h in g  a n d  p r o v in g  i t f ro m  

S c r ip tu r e  a n d  T r a d i t io n . I n  a k in d  v o ic e  h e a d d e d  th e  r e 

m a r k , “ T h is i s w h a t p r ie s ts m e a n  to  s a y  o n  th e s e  p o in ts .  

S o m e t im e s  th e y  u s e  s t ro n g  la n g u a g e , a n d  p e o p le  a r e  in c l in e d  

to  m is u n d e r s ta n d  th e m . B u t w e  s h o u ld  a lw a y s b e w a re  o f im 

p u t in g  to  th e m  a n y  ig n o r a n c e in  th e o lo g ic a l m a tte r s .” H is  

m o d e ra t io n  w a s a m p ly  r e w a r d e d . T h e  ta le n te d  f r ia r  r o s e  to  

im p o r ta n t p o s i t io n s  in  h is  O r d e r  a n d  in  th e  C h u r c h , d e f e n d e d  

r e l ig io n  s u c c e s s f u l ly  b y  p r e a c h in g  a n d  w r i t in g , a n d  m o r e  th a n
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o n c e  s p o k e  o f th e  S o c ie ty  o f  J e s u s in  te r m s  o f h ig h  p r a is e .

B le s s e d P e te r C a n is iu s ’ la te s t b io g r a p h e rs c o n c lu d e s a  

s im i la r  c h a p te r  w ith  th e s e  w o r d s  : “ H e  p r e a c h e s  a n d  c a te c h is e s  

s o  m u c h , th a t h e  s e e m s  to  b e  b o r n  e x c lu s iv e ly  f o r  th e  p u lp it  ; 

h e w r i te s , a n d  h e p r o m o te s l i te r a ry  e n te r p r is e s , a s i f th e r e  

w e r e  n o th in g  e ls e  to  e n g a g e  h is  a t te n t io n  ; h e  d e a ls  w ith  c i ty  

c o u n c i l s , w ith  d u k e s  a n d  b is h o p s  a n d  e m p e ro r s  a n d  p o p e s , a n d  

a d v is e s th e m  o n  th e  m o s t v i ta l in te r e s ts  o f th e  C h u r c h , a s i f  

h e  w e r e  a  p r o f e s s io n a l d ip lo m a t w ith  n o  o th e r  o c c u p a t io n .”

L a s t Y e a r s a n d  H o ly  D e a th .

I n  1 5 7 9  P o p e G r e g o r y  X I I I s e n t B is h o p  B o n h o m in i , a  

m a n  f i l le d  w ith  th e  s p i r i t o f  lo v e  a n d  a r d e n t z e a l , a s  h is r e p 

r e s e n ta t iv e in to  S w itz e r la n d . W h ile th e b is h o p f o u n d th e  

C a n to n  o f F r e ib u r g  s t i l l s te a d f a s t ly  a d h e r in g  to  th e  C a th o l ic  

r e l ig io n , m a n y  o f i t s  in h a b i ta n ts w e r e  lu k e w a rm  in  th e  F a i th ,  

a n d  th e  C a lv in is m  a n d  Z \v in g l ia n is m  o f th e  s u r r o u n d in g  c a n 

to n s  w e r e  s e r io u s ly  th r e a te n in g  th is  s t ro n g h o ld  o f C a th o lic i ty . 

T h e r e  w a s  a l r e a d y  a  J e s u i t c o l le g e  a t  L u c e r n e ,  a n d  B o n h o m in i  

n o w  in d u c e d  th e  F r e ib u rg  M a g is t r a te  to  in v i te  th e  O r d e r  to  

th a t c i ty  a ls o . T h e  U p p e r  G e r m a n  P r o v in c e  w a s  r e q u e s te d  to  

s e n d  “ a  m a n  o f  p r u d e n c e  a n d  m o d e ra t io n ,”  to  ta k e  th e  in i t ia l  

s te p s . I n  th e  b e g in n in g  n o b o d y  th o u g h f o f  th e  a g in g  C a n is iu s .  

B u t f in a lly  i t w a s h e  th a t w a s s e le c te d , a n d w ith th e r e a d y  

o b d ie n c e  th a t h a d  a lw a y s b e e n  s o  w o n d e r f u l ly  c h a r a c te r i s t ic  

o f h im  h e a t o n c e s e t o u t f o r S w itz e r la n d . T h e  jo u r n e y  

th r o u g h  th e  Z w in g lia n  C a n to n  o f B e r n  w a s n o t w ith o u t r i s k .  

B u t a l th o u g h  B o n h o m in i , th e  P a p a l N u n c io , w a s s u b je c te d  to  

p e t ty  a n n o y a n c e s , n o b o d y  s u s p e c te d  th a t th e  m o d e s t e ld e r ly  

m a n  in  h is  c o m p a n y  w a s  th e  d r e a d e d  C a n is iu s .

T h e  m a g is t r a te s  o f F r e ib u r g  p r o f u s e ly  th a n k e d  th e  P r o 

v in c ia l f o r  h a v in g  g iv e n  to  th e i r  c i ty  a  m a n , “ w h o s e  f a m e  r e 

s o u n d s  in  a l l C h r is te n d o m , a b o v e  a l l in  th e  G e rm a n  n a t io n .”  

F a th e r C a n is iu s h e r e c o n c lu d e d  a m o s t in t im a te f r ie n d s h ip  

w ith  th e  R e v e r e n d  P r o v o s t S c h n e w l in , o f th e  C h u r c h  o f S t .  
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N ic h o la s , w h o  a c te d  a s  V ic a r G e n e r a l f o r th e  B is h o p  o f L a u 

s a n n e . T h e  s c h o o ls w e r e e v e n tu a l ly o p e n e d in te m p o r a r y  

q u a r te r s . W ith in  a  f e w  m o n th s th e y  c o u n te d  m o r e th a n  a  

h u n d r e d  s tu d e n ts , m o s t o f w h o m  h a d  b e e n  r e c a lle d  b y  th e i r  

p a r e n ts  f ro m  th e  P r o te s ta n t  s c h o o ls  o f  th e  n e ig h b o r in g  F r e n c h  

C a n to n s . I t w a s  o n ly  a f e w  y e a r s , u n t i l th e  c o l le g e  b u i ld in g ,  

a  s u b s ta n t ia l , w e l l- p la n n e d  s t ru c tu r e , a r o s e . B u t C a n is iu s d id  

n o t l iv e  to  s e e  th e  s p le n d id  n e w  c o l le g e  c h u r c h  o f S t . M ic h a e l  

th e  A r c h a n g e l .

F o r  s e v e ra l  y e a r s  th e  in d e f a tig a b le  p r e a c h e r  c o n t in u e d  to  

a n n o u n c e  th e  A V o r d  o f G o d  f r o m  th e  p u lp it . T h u s f o r th e  

p e r io d  f ro m  M a rc h  1 2  to  M a y  2 8 , 1 5 8 1 , n o  le s s th a n  th i r ty 

s e v e n  s e rm o n s  a r e  s t i l l e x ta n t in  m a n u s c r ip t . H e  a ls o  e x p la in e d  

th e  C h r is t ia n  d o c t r in e  to  th e  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  s t r e e ts  o f th e  c i ty .  

O n e  o f  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  n e w  e f fo r t s  m a d e  a t F r e ib u rg  b y  th e  

J e s u it s , th e  F r a n c is c a n s , a n d  th e  m a n y  z e a lo u s  s e c u la r  p r ie s ts ,  

w a s a n  a s to u n d in g  in c re a s e in  th e  n u m b e r o f c o m m u n io n s . 

F o r  a l l th e  p r ie s ts  C a n is iu s f o r m a n y  y e a r s g a v e  c o n f e r e n c e s  

o n  C a s e s o f C o n s c ie n c e , w h ic h  w e re  a lw a y s w e l l a t te n d e d .  

B u t in  th e  c o u r s e  o f  t im e  h e  w a s o b l ig e d  to  c o n f in e  h im s e l f  

to  th e  p r iv a te  in s t r u c t io n  o f in d iv id u a ls , in  p a r t ic u la r o f p r o 

s p e c t iv e  c o n v e r ts ,  w h o  w e r e , f o r  th e  m o s t p a r t ,  p o o r  im m ig ra n ts  

f r o m  P r o te s ta n t C a n to n s .

M e a n w h i le  h e  in d u c e d  th e  e c c le s ia s t ic a l a n d  s e c u la r a u 

th o r i t ie s  to  in a u g u ra te  a  c r u s a d e a g a in s t h e r e t ic a l b o o k s , a n d  

to  r e v iv e  th e  o ld  c u s to m  th a t a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f L e n t e v e r y  

c i t iz e n  s h o u ld  p u b l ic ly r e n e w  h is P r o f e s s io n o f F a i th . H e  

c o u ld  n o  lo n g e r m a k e  e x te n s iv e  jo u r n e y s , b u t th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  

h is a d v ic e a n d  d ir e c t io n  e x te n d e d  o v e r a l l S w itz e r la n d . S t .  

C h a r le s B o r r o m e o  d e s ir e d  to  ta k e  h im  a lo n g  a s  c o m p a n io n  o n  

a  jo u r n e y  o f  v is i ta t io n  in  th e  G r is o n s , th e  e a s te r n  p a r t o f th e  

c o u n t ry , a n d  a s  th is  w a s im p o s s ib le  a s k e d  h im  f o r h is v ie w s  

o n  a  n u m b e r o f p r a c t ic a l q u e s t io n s . C a n is iu s , b y  s e v e ra l le t 

te r s  to  R o m e , p r e v e n te d  th e  e x c e lle n t P r o v o s t  S c h n e w l in  f r o m  

r e s ig n in g  h is  o f f ic e  o f  V ic a r  G e n e r a l , a n d  e v e n  c a u s e d  h im  to  

b e  a p p o in te d  A p o s to l ic  V is i to r  o f  th e  C a n to n , a  m e a s u r e  w h ic h  
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r e s u l te d  in  a n  im m e n s e  a m o u n t o f  g o o d . S t . F r a n c is  o f S a le s ,  

n o t a s  y e t B is h o p  o f G e n e v a , w r o te  to  B le s s e d  P e te r a  v e r y  

f la t te r in g le t te r a n d w is h e d to  e n te r in to  a  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  

w ith  h im .

N o r  d id  C a n is iu s ’ p e n  r e s t . H e  p u b l is h e d  b r ie f  b io g r a p h ie s  

o f S ts . I d a , M e in r a d , F r id o l in , B e a tu s , U r s u s , M a u r ic e , a n d  

o f B le s s e d  N ic h o la s v o n  d e r  F l i ie , a l l o f w h o m  h a d  s a n c t i f ie d  

S w itz e r la n d  b y  th e i r  h o ly  l iv e s . T o  p r o c u re  m a te r ia l f o r  th e s e  

b o o k le ts , h e  p r o c u r e d  m a n u s c r ip ts f r o m  l ib r a r ie s  a s  f a r  d is ta n t  

a s  F u ld a . A  c o l le c t io n  o f “ C a te c h is m  H y m n s ,”  a n  I n s tr u c tio n  

f o r  C o n f e s s io n , a n d  a n  e x p o s i t io n  o f  th e  P s a lm  Miserere a r e  

o th e r f r u i ts  o f h is u n t i r in g  a p o s to lic  z e a l . A  l i t t le “ C a th o l ic  

M a n u a l”  w a s th i r ty  t im e s r e p r in te d  a n d  s o o n  t r a n s la te d  in to  

o th e r la n g u a g e s . H e  a ls o  c o m p o s e d  a  L a t in  “ P r a y e r b o o k  f o r  

P r in c e s ”  w h ic h  in  h a n d w r it te n  c o p ie s  w a s  u s e d  b y  th e  m e m b e r s  

o f th e  A u s tr ia n , B a v a r ia n , a n d  S p a n is h  d y n a s t ie s . T h e  m o s t  

e x te n s iv e  w o r k  o f th is  la s t p e r io d  o f  th e  g r e a t  w r ite r ’s  a c t iv ity  

w a s a  v o lu m e  o f L a tin  n o te s  o n  th e  G o s p e ls  o f  th e  S u n d a y s  

a n d  F e a s td a y s , b y  w h ic h  h e  s o u g h t to  g iv e  a s s is ta n c e  to  p r e a c h 

e r s . I t s h o u ld  s t i l l b e  n o te d  th a t d u r in g  th is  t im e  th e  m a n  o f  

la b o r a n d  p r a y e r g a v e  th e  u s u a l in s t r u c tio n s to  th e  m e m b e r s  

o f  h is r e l ig io u s  c o m m u n ity . H e e v e n a s s is te d in  . th e lo w ly  

d o m e s tic  o c c u p a t io n s ,  a n d  m ig h t  b e  s e e n  w a s h in g  d is h e s  in  th e  

k i tc h e n , o r  w ith  a  b r o o m  s w e e p in g  th e  c o r r id o r s  o f  th e  h o u s e .

T h e  m o r e  h e  r e a l iz e d  h is  in c r e a s in g  in a b i l i ty  to  w o r k , th e  

m o r e  t im e  d id  h e  g iv e  to  d e v o t io n . H e re  i s th e  p la c e  to  s ta te  

th a t n o th in g , p e r h a p s , i s m o r e  r e m a r k a b le in  th is g r e a t m a n  

th a n  h is c o n t in u o u s ‘ s p i r i t o f p r a y e r . I n  s p i te  o f h is r e s t le s s  

a c t iv ity , w ith  h is  m a n y  a n d  f a r - r e a c h in g  p la n s , w ith  h is  m a n y  

i r o n s  in  th e  f i re , d u r in g  th e  m o r e  th a n  f i f ty  y e a r s  o f  h is  p u b l ic  

c a r e e r , h e  n e v e r n e g le c te d  h is o w n  s o u l . H e  f o u n d  t im e  to  

m a k e a s u r p r is in g ly  la r g e n u m b e r o f n o te s c o n c e r n in g  h is  

s p i r i tu a l p r o g re s s  ; h e jo t te d  d o w n  h is r e s o lu t io n s  a n d  p o in ts  

f o r  m e d i ta t io n , d r e w  u p  s e ts  o f  q u e s t io n s  f o r  h is  e x a m in a tio n  

o f  c o n s c ie n c e , c o m p o s e d  p r a y e r s f o r  v a r io u s  o c c a s io n s  a n d  in 

te n t io n s , w r o te  o u t l i s t s  o f  in s t i tu t io n s  a n d  p e r s o n s  f o r w h o m  
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h e  d e te r m in e d  to  p r a y , o r  l i ta n ie s  o f  S a in ts  w h o m  h e  w a s  w o n t  

to  in v o k e . A m o n g  th e m  s to o d  o u t p r o m in e n t ly  th e  G u a r d ia n  

A n g e ls a n d  h e a v e n ly  P a tro n s  o f th e  c i t ie s  a n d  c o u n t r ie s , f o r  

w h ic h  h e  a n d  h is  b r e th r e n  w e r e  la b o r in g . H e  e n u m e ra te d  in  a  

k in d  o f a u to - b io g r a p h y , w h ic h h e c a l le d h is T e s ta m e n t , th e  

m a n y  f a v o r s  r e c e iv e d  f ro m  G o d  d u r in g  h is  lo n g  l i f e . A  v e r y  

la r g e  p la c e h e  g a v e  to  th e  v e n e r a t io n  o f th e  S a c r e d  H e a r t o f  

J e s u s . H e h a d c o m p o s e d f o r h im s e l f m o r n in g a n d n ig h t  

p r a y e rs in  I t s h o n o r a n d  a s h o r t in v o c a t io n  to  b e r e p e a te d  

e v e r y  h o u r .

H is p r a y e r w a s a r e a l c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  G o d . O n c e  a  

y o u n g  m e m b e r o f th e  O r d e r  th o u g h t h e  h e a r d  lo u d  s p e a k in g  

in  th e  r o o m  o f F a th e r C a n is iu s w h ic h  w a s n e x t to  h is o w n .  

F e a r in g  th e  g o o d  F a th e r m ig h t b e in  s o m e d is t r e s s  h e w e n t  

o u t a n d  l i s te n e d  a t th e  d o o r . B le s s e d P e te r w a s c o n v e r s in g  

w ith  G o d . H e  p le a d e d  w ith  H im , r e m o n s t r a te d  w ith  H im ,  

a r g u e d  w ith  H im , s o m e t im e s  r a is in g  h is  v o ic e  a n d  p r o v in g  to  

H im  th a t c e r ta in  th in g s h a d  to  b e  g r a n te d . T h e  y o u n g  m a n  

a t o n c e  m a d e  u p  h is  m in d  n o t to  g e t in v o lv e d  in  th is  d u e l b e 

tw e e n  C a n is iu s a n d  A lm ig h ty  G o d . “ T h e  tw o  w il l s o o n  a g a in  

c o m e to  a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g ,”  h e  r e f le c te d  a s h e r e t ir e d  to  h is  

o w n  r o o m .

T h e s p i r i t o f p r a y e r i s o n e o f th e  g r e a t c h a r a c te r i s t ic s  

w h ic h  B le s s e d  P e te r  p o s s e s s e d  in  c o m m o n  w ith  S t . B o n if a c e ,  

th e  f i r s t A p o s t le  o f G e rm a n y . L ik e  h im , to o , h e  p o s s e s s e d  a n  

u n s w e r v in g  a t ta c h m e n t to  th e  H o ly  S e e , a n d  th e  c o n v ic t io n  

th a t o n ly  th r o u g h  S t . P e te r a n d  h is  s u c c e s s o r s  c o u ld  s a lv a t io n  

c o m e to  G e rm a n y . L ik e h im , m o r e o v e r , h e u n d e r s to o d  th e  

n e c e s s i ty  o f s o l id  s tu d y  a n d  o f s c h o o ls f o r th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  

th e  y o u n g .

C a n is iu s h a d  a lw a y s  s h o w n  g r e a t lo v e  f o r th e  m e m b e r s  

o f  o th e r r e lig io u s O r d e r s . I n  S w itz e r la n d  th e  C a p u c h in s a t 

t r a c te d  h is  a t te n tio n  b y  th e ir  e f f ic ie n t w o r k  a m o n g  th e  p e o p le .  

A lth o u g h  th e y  p o s s e s s e d  n o  h o u s e  in  F r e ib u rg , h e  h a d  th e  c o n 

s o la t io n  o f  s e e in g  tw o  C a p u c h in  p r ie s ts , to g e th e r w ith  h is  o w n  

b r e th r e n ?  p r e s e n t a t h is  d e a th .
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O n  th e  f e a s t o f S t . T h o m a s  th e  A p o s t le  h e  r e c e iv e d  th e  

L a s t S a c r a m e n ts . T o  P r o v o s t W e r ro , th e  n o b le  s u c c e s s o r o f  

h is  f r ie n d  S c h n e w l in ,  h e  r e c o m m e n d e d  th e  C h u r c h  o f  F r e ib u r g .  

H e  s p o k e  s im i la r ly  to  tw o  m e m b e r s o f th e  C a n to n a l C o u n c i l .  

T h e n  h e  to o k  th e  b o o k le t in  w h ic h  h e  h a d  w r i tte n  h is  f a m i l ia r  

d e v o t io n s a n d  s a id  th e  p r a y e r f o r a  h a p p y  d e a th . S u d d e n ly  

h e  c r ie d  o u t , “ D o n ’t  y o u  s e e ?  d o n ’t  y o u  s e e  th e r e ? ”  a n d  b e g a n  

to  s a y  th e  r o s a ry . I t i s  p r e s u m e d  th a t h e  w a s f a v o r e d  b y  a n  

a p p a r i t io n  o f  th e  B le s s e d  V ir g in . T h e  s im p le  a s s u r a n c e  o f th e  

R e c to r o f th e  h o u s e , th a t h is  b r e th r e n  w e r e  p r a y in g  f o r h im ,  

g a v e  h im  jo y . H e  a s k e d  th a t th e y  s h o u ld  s a y  th e  P e n i te n t ia l  

P s a lm s . D u r in g  th e s e  p r a y e r s , a b o u t f o u r  o ’c lo c k  in  th e  a f te r 

n o o n , D e c e m b e r 2 7 , 1 5 9 7 , P e te r  C a n is iu s  c lo s e d  h is  l i f e  o f  L o v e  

f o r G o d  a n d  m e n , o f p r a y e r a n d  p e n a n c e  a n d  in d e f a t ig a b le  

la b o r . H e  w a s  b u r ie d , a m id  a n  im m e n s e c o n c o u r s e  o f  p e o p le ,  

in  th e  c h u r c h  o f  S t . N ic h o la s  w h e n c e  h is  r e m a in s  w e r e  la te r  o n  

t r a n s f e r r e d  in to  th e  c h u r c h  o f  th e  J e s u i t c o l le g e .

T h e  n e w s  o f h is  d e a th  r e e c h o e d  f a r  a n d  w id e . W ith in  a  

s h o r t t im e  h is  l i f e  w a s w r i tte n  a n d  r e a d  p r a c t ic a l ly  in  a l l th e  

la n g u a g e s  a n d  c o u n t r ie s  o f  E u ro p e  a n d  in  th e  f o r e ig n  m is s io n s .  

A n d  p e o p le  p r a y e d  to  h im . I n  1 6 5 5  a  p u b lic a tio n , w ith  th e  

a p p r o v a l o f th e  e c c le s ia s t ic a l a u th o r i t ie s , r e p o r te d in d e ta i l  

m o r e  th a n  e ig h ty  c a s e s in  w h ic h  r e m a r k a b le  f a v o r s  h a d  b e e n  

o b ta in e d  th r o u g h  h is in te r c e s s io n . I n  1 7 4 1 th e  n u m b e r h a d  

r i s e n  to  tw o  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f ty . A b o u t  th is  t im e  th e  p r o c e d u r e  

f o r  th e  b e a t i f ic a t io n  o f  th e  S e r v a n t o f G o d  w a s  ta k e n  u p . B u t  

th e  s to r m  th a t b r o k e  u p o n  th e  S o c ie ty  o f J e s u s a  l i t t le  la te r ,  

a n d  th e  p o l i t ic a l a n d  e c c le s ia s t ic a l c o n v u ls io n s w h ic h  f o l lo w e d  

in  th e  w a k e  o f  th e  F r e n c h  R e v o lu t io n  c a u s e d  th e  m a tte r  to  b e  

d r o p p e d  f o r a n o th e r h u n d r e d  y e a r s . O n  N o v e m b e r  2 0 , 1 8 6 4 ,  

h o w e v e r , P o p e  P iu s  I X  p r o c e e d e d  to  th e  s o le m n  a c t o f  e n r o l l

in g  P e te r  C a n is iu s  a m o n g  th e  B le s s e d , to  th e  jo y  o f  th e  C a th 

o l ic s o f H o lla n d , G e r m a n y , A u s tr ia  ,a n d  S w itz e r la n d , a n d  o f  

a l l th o s e  w h o  lo v e  th e  r e l ig io n  h e  s o  a b ly  d e f e n d e d . F if ty  y e a r s  

la te r , w h e n  th e  g o ld e n  J u b i le e o f th e  b e a t i f ic a t io n  w a s c e le 

b r a te d  a t F r e ib u r g , P o p e  L e o  X I I I g r a n te d  th a t th e  r e l ic s  o f  



— 51 —

B le s s e d  P e te r  b e  c a r r ie d  in  p r o c e s s io n , a  p r iv ile g e  o r d in a r ily  

r e s e r v e d  to  th e  c a n o n iz e d  S a in ts . T h e o n ly  d if f ic u l ty  w h ic h  

s ta n d s  in  th e  w a y  o f  h is  c a n o n iz a t io n  i s  th e  la c k  o f  n e w  m ir a 

c le s . B u t th e r e  i s  a t  p r e s e n t a  c r u s a d e  o f p r a y e r s  g o in g  o n  in  

th e  c o u n t r ie s h e  b e n e f i te d  s o  m u c h  a n d  in  o th e r c o u n t r ie s o f  

th e  C a th o lic  w o r ld  th a t i t m a y  p le a s e  A lm ig h ty  G o d  to  s h o w  

th e  p o w e r  o f  H is  a r m  b y  r e m o v in g  th is  o b s ta c le  a n d  th u s  m a k 

in g  p o s s ib le  th e c a n o n iz a t io n o f H is s e r v a n t , B le s s e d  P e te r  

C a n is iu s .
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