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D E V O T I O N  T O  S T . J O S E P H

I N T R O D U C T I O N

T hroughou t the C atho lic w orld the m onth  

of M arch is specia lly g iven over to the devo 

tion w hich recalls and honors the m em ory of  

S t. Joseph . H is personal feast day occurs on  

M arch 19 . T he great day of h is "S o lem nity”  

w hich honors h im  as a patron of the un iversal 

C hurch is kep t on  the  W ednesday  of the  second  

w eek after E aster. It is therefo re a variab le  

date and usually fa lls in A pril.

T here are general reasons fo r cu ltivating  

a deep devo tion to  S ain t Joseph . A ll m en have  

need of h is pow erfu l in tercession w ith G od. 

F rom  the po in t of v iew of the S ain t h im self  

there is a w ondrous d istinction of a v irtue and  

d ign ity unm atched by any creatu re excep t on ly  

the b lessed M other of G od, w hich calls fo rth  

our sen tim en ts of esteem and devo tedness. 

S pecial reasons fo r seek ing the in tercession of  

S ain t Joseph in these days are obv ious. T he  

w orld  is m ore in need  of h is exam ple now  than  

ever before; the socia l w orld in our m odern  

e ra requ ires beyond any th ing else , a C hristian
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concep t of w ork and a C hristian m odel of  

fam ily life . S ain t Joseph is a sh in ing light in  

these basic phases of hum an liv ing . L ikew ise , 

the C hurch , especia lly over the last one hun 

dred years has been v iv id ly conscious of the  

fac t that in th is great S ain t, she has a su re  

refuge against the enem ies of her tem poral and  

sp iritual w elfare .

F O U N D A T I O N  O F  T H E  D E V O T I O N  T O  

S A I N T  J O S E P H

T he grounds fo r our confidence in S ain t 

Joseph can be sough t in S crip tu re , in the h is

to ry of h is cu lt and in the specia l character of  

h is v irtues. L et us first recall, that devo tion  

to S ain t Joseph is as o ld as C hristian ity ; it 

an tedates the N ew  T estam ent w ritings. Joseph  

w as revered by Jesus and M ary!

S C R I P T U R A L  B A S I S  F O R  D E V O T I O N  T O  

S A I N T  J O S E P H

T he devo tion to S ain t Joseph has a un iversal 

character, one adap ted to  all tim es, to  all p laces  

and to all persons. S uch a devo tion  m ust have  

a solid ground  in S crip ture . A s fo r the B lessed  

V irg in , so fo r S ain t Joseph , S crip tu re says 

of h im  all that can be said and m ore than the  
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com bined w ritings of all ages can say . In  

the S acred W ritings, M ary is designated as  

"fu ll of grace” ; Joseph  is procla im ed the "just 

m an” . A nd these tw o freely chose each o ther 

in m arriage so that the fu lness of grace w as  

jo ined to the p len itude of ju stice .

It m ay be said , that S crip tu re records no  

w ords of S ain t Joseph ; and that is correct. 

H ow  then can w e estab lish any so lid scrip tu ral 

foundation fo r a great devo tion to the F oster  

F ather of our L ord and S av ior.

It m ust be rem em bered that S crip tu re re 

cords no t on ly w ords bu t also actions. M ore

over, w e say righ tly that actions speak louder 

than w ords. T hat say ing can be app lied , w ith  

due reverence, to the actions of G od and those  

of h is sain ts. It is even som etim es ex trem ely  

d ifficu lt to in terp ret correctly the m eaning of  

G od 's w ords; w e can scarcely m istake the  

m eaning  of H is actions.

A  judgm ent on the actions of S ain t Joseph , 

as these are recorded in H oly W rit, opens be 

fo re us the w ondrous horizon of a sou l so  

conform ed to the b lessed w ill of G od as to  

excite our u tm ost adm iration . T o recogn ize  

the w ill of G od in the order of P rov idence and  

in the in sp ira tions of grace, to accep t that w ill 

desp ite hum an con trarie ty , is the su re m ark of  
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the h ighest sanctity . S uch is the unm istakab le  

p icture  of S ain t Joseph  as presen ted in the H oly  

S crip tu re .

S ain t Joseph ’s acts and procedures as seen  

in the G ospels are hum an enough to prove to  

us that he w as a perfectly  free agen t; w hen  h is 

natu ral judgm ent does no t reach because of  

the deep  m ystries in w hich he is invo lved , that 

judgm ent is corrected by  the  d iv ine in sp ira tion , 

w hich he recogn izes and im m ediate ly fo llow s, 

h is ow n w ill being pu t aside com plete ly . S uch  

conform ity to G od ’s w ill is found in greater 

m easure on ly in the action of M ary w hen she  

said : "B e it done to m e accord ing to thy  

w ord .” A nd it is seen , beyond hum an m easure  

in the Incarnate S on of G od w hen he said : 

"F ather . . . no t m y w ill bu t th ine be done.”

N ot on ly h is ow n acts in the G ospel reveal 

h is statu re and sp iritual character, bu t the  

actions of o thers in h is regard .

W ho are these "o thers" and w hat is their 

action  ?

G o d  chose h im  to  be the nearest, after M ary , 

in the circ le of the Incarnation , that new  w orld  

w here G od  and m an m eet in  personal un ion .

J e s u s , S on of G od, chose h im to be the  

deposito ry of d iv ine au thority , to w hom H e  

and h is M other w ere to render obed ience.
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M a r y  chose h im  as her husband ; he w as be 

loved of the M other of G od.

T he A lm igh ty G od, the S on of G od m ade  

m an, the B lessed M other of G od, select h im  

to  be the nearest and  the dearest in  their hum an  

re la tions.

T H E  H I S T O R Y  O F  H I S  C U L T

A nother so lid ground fo r devo tion to S ain t 

Joseph is found in the h isto rical grow th of h is  

cu lt in the C atho lic C hurch , gu ided and sup 

ported , as it is , by the offic ia l approval of the  

P opes, particu larly those of the last cen tu ries.

In th is connection also it shou ld be recalled  

that the devo tion to S aint Joseph is no t a  

fo reign body in the organ ism  of the C hurch. 

It w as there germ inally in all its po ten tial 

beau ty and ex ten t from the very beg inn ing . 

S ain t A thanasius says that the stab le of B eth le

hem  is "a figure of the C hurch , w hose altar  

is the m anger, w hose v icar is Joseph , w hose  

m in isters are the shepherds, w hose priests are  

the angels, w hose H igh P riest is Jesus C hrist 

and  w hose th rone is the B lessed V irg in .” S ain t 

Joseph w as there , in the background it is true , 

bu t sh ield ing w ith the streng th and constancy  

of h is presence th is in fant C hristian C hurch . 

S m all w onder that the V icars of C hrist recog 
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n ize in h im w ho w as "V icar of G od,” the  

pro to type of their ow n great d ign ity and the  

pow er w hich can of itse lf pro tect a defenseless 

C hurch in the m idst of a w orld of v io lence.

T he pub lic devo tion to S ain t Joseph , how 

ever, w as a gradual developm ent and m ay  

rough ly be d iv ided in to th ree periods.

F irst, the period covering the earliest traces  

of pub lic veneration as they are found in the  

E astern C hurch.

S econd ly , from the first m anifesta tions in  

the W est un til abou t 1870 .

T hird ly , from  that date un til the presen t.

T he reasons fo r its slow beg inn ings m ust 

be sough t in the h isto ry of dogm a and in the  

hom ogeneous evo lu tion of the doctrines and  

consequen t devo tional life that flow ed from  

them .

In the E astern C hurch w e find the earliest 

recorded recogn ition of the sanctity of S ain t 

Joseph am ong the C opts, already in the be 

g inn ing of the fourth cen tu ry . T he feast of  

"Joseph the C arpen ter” w as in scribed in the  

C optic calendars. T rad ition cla im ed that a  

sp lend id orato ry w as ded icated to the S ain t 

in the great basilica erected by S ain t H elena at 

B eth lehem ; th is on the au thority of N ice-  

phorous C allistus. G reek m enolog ies m ention  
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S ain t Joseph on D ecem ber 25 or 26 w ith a  

com m em oration of h im  on the S unday before  

and the S unday after C hristm as.

In the W est the nam e of S ain t Joseph ap 

pears in the local m arty ro log ies of the n in th  

and ten th cen tu ries. T he first know n church  

ded icated to h im  w as in B ologna, 1129 .

T he transition from  m erely private devo tion  

to pub lic honor and w orsh ip w as greatly  

fostered by such em inen t persons as S ain t 

B ernard , S ain t T hom as A quinas, S ain t G er

trude and S ain t B ridget of S w eden .

In the W estern C hurch of the fourteen th  

cen tu ry there appeared a rem arkab le w ork on  

S ain t Joseph in  the fo rm  of a long  L atin  poem , 

ca lled Joseph ina, w ritten by P eter d ’A illy w ho  

also com posed an O ffice in honor of the  

E spousals of M ary and Joseph .

T he d iscip le of P eter w as the learned G er

son , C hancello r of the U niversity of P aris, 

w ho becam e an arden t proponen t of the devo 

tion of S ain t Joseph . A t the C ouncil of C on 

stance, it w as he w ho suggested to the as

sem bled prela tes, that the devo tion to the  

S ain t cou ld be the guaran tee of peace fo r the  

C hurch w hich w as then ren t by sch ism  as the  

resu lt of th ree cla im an ts to the papacy

T he earliest offic ia l approval of the cu lt of  
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S ain t Joseph cam e from  P ope S ix tus IV  (1471-  

1484) w ho p laced h is feast in the m issal and  

brev iary fo r the un iversal church , bu t on ly as  

of sim ple rank . A few years la ter, Innocen t 

V III ra ised it to a doub le .

P ope G regory X V  in 1621 m ade the feast 

one of ob ligation . L ater U rban V III con 

firm ed th is ord inance in 1642 . C lem ent IX  

m ade the office of S ain t Joseph one of n ine  les

sons and C lem ent X  in 1670 m ade the feast a  

doub le of the second class. It w as th is P ope  

w ho w rote the beau tifu l hym n, "T e Joseph  

C elebren t,”* w hich is know n and used to  

th is day . In 1714 , C lem ent X I ex tended the  

feast as a doub le of the second class to the  

en tire C hurch w ith a new  M ass and O ffice .

*  A  t r a n s la t io n  o f t h i s h y m n  i s i n  t h e  A p 

p e n d ix . S e e  p a g e 45 .

P au l III, w hose nam e is fo rever associa ted  

w ith the C ouncil of T ren t, gave approval to  

the feast of the E spousals. It w as first accorded  

to the F ranciscans, thereafter ex tended  to o ther  

re lig ious orders and finally perm itted  generally .

Innocen t X I in 1689 accorded the feast of  

the  P atronage  of S ain t Joseph  to  the  C arm elites, 

to be celebrated on the th ird S unday after 

E aster. T his feast w as first adop ted in S pain  
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and thereupon it sp read gradually th roughou t 

all d ioceses.

T he sam e P ope, Innocen t X I, p laced under  

the patronage of S ain t Jose] h all the lands  

sub ject to the S pan ish C row n in the 17 th  

cen tu ry . B elg ium in particu lar took to itse lf  

the priv ilege of hav ing h im fo r its beloved  

patron . It w as B ened ict X III in 1726 w ho re 

sto red the nam e of S ain t Joseph to the L itany  

of the S ain ts, after it had been om itted by an  

erro r, w hen the B rev iary w as refo rm ed .

A m ong re lig ious orders the F riars M inor  

w ere early d istingu ished fo r their devo tion  

to S ain t Joseph . S ain t V incen t F errer and Isi

dore Iso lano , D om in icans, w orked zealously  

to sp read the devo tion in the first half of the  

six teen th cen tury ; the la tter also w rote a  

special office in honor of the S ain t fo r the  

use of h is O rder. In the 15 th and 16 th cen 

tu ries the F east of S ain t Joseph appears in the  

m issals of the A ugustin ians, D om in icans and  

la ter in those of the B ened ictines and Jesu its .

S t. T heresa of A vila w as one of the m ost 

devo ted clien ts of S ain t Joseph in the h istory  

of the C hurch. T he S ain t had cured her of an  

illness before she en tered the O rder of C arm el. 

S he alw ays considered it a du ty of gratitude  

to sp read devo tion in h is honor. H er ow n 
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O rder becom e a cen tre w hence rad ia ted the  

cu lt of S ain t Joseph . S ain t T heresa herself 

confided fifteen  houses of C arm el to  h is patron 

age. T hrough her in fluence, S ain t P eter o l 

A lcan tara consecrated the F ranciscan houses of  

that tim e to the S ain t. L ikew ise th rough her  

w ords and w ritings the cu lt of S ain t Joseph  

w as sp read th rough S pain , P ortugal and la ter 

to F rance, B elg ium  and the N ew  W orld .

In the early 17 th cen tu ry the F ranciscans 

consecrated C anada to S ain t Joseph and th is  

early devo tion no doub t served as the founda

tion fo r the la ter rev ival of the S ain t’s cu lt 

at the O rato ry of S ain t Joseph in M ontreal, 

by the B lessed B ro ther A ndre of the C ongrega

tion of the H oly C ross.

A m ong o ther great S ain ts and S ervan ts of  

G od w ho w ere d istingu ished fo r their personal 

and aposto lic devo tion to S ain t Joseph , S ain t 

F rancis de S ales stands ou t. H e ded icated h is  

great treatise on T h e  L o v e  o f G o d  to S ain t 

Joseph and com m unicated h is arden t devo tion  

to the w hole order of the V isita tion N uns. 

F ather O lier m ade S ain t Joseph the patron of  

all h is sem inaries; so d id V incen t de P au l. 

S ain t John B aptiste de la S alle m ade h im  the  

patron of h is Institu te , the S ociety of B ro thers 

of the C hristian S choo ls. S ain t P au l of the  
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C ross d id likew ise fo r the congregation of the  

P assion ists.

A m ong all the P opes, how ever, it is P ius  

IX w ho con tribu ted m ost to the sp read of  

pub lic recogn ition in honor of S ain t Joseph . 

H e fo resaw the need fo r devo tion to O ur  

L ady and to S ain t Joseph , if the w orld w as  

to be snatched from  im pend ing ru in . M ary ’s 

re ign and v icto ry w ould need the support of a  

sim ple bu t in tense devo tion to  her ho ly S pouse.

H e spoke of S ain t Joseph as the hope of the  

C hurch after our B lessed L ady and m ade h im  

the patron of the U niversal C hurch on D ecem 

ber 8 , 1870 , at the sam e tim e ra ising the feast 

of M arch 19 to  a doub le  of the first class. T his  

m ovem ent cam e as the d irect resu lt of a peti

tion from  a un ified  group  of E nglish C atho lics, 

during  the sessions of the V atican C ouncil.

B y a specia l rescrip t, P ope P ius IX  gran ted  

partia l indu lgences fo r every day and a p lenary  

indu lgence once, to those w ho observed the  

m onth of M arch in honor of the S ain t. It w as  

he w ho in serted the nam e of S ain t Joseph in to  

the prayer A  C u n c t i s w hich is said in the co l

lec ts of feasts of sem i-doub le rite and in the  

su ffrages of L auds and V espers. T his P ope  

also ex tended the F east of the P atronage to  

the en tire C hurch and m ade it a doub le of the  
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second class, in serting the C redo in to  the M ass.

L eo X III, successor to P ius IX , con tinued  

to advance the devo tion to S ain t Joseph . H e  

perm itted the vo tive office of the S ain t to be  

said on certa in days and perscribed the ''P rayer 

to S ain t Joseph ” as part of the popu lar O cto 

ber R osary devo tions. In 1889 , he w rote an  

encyclical le tter in w hich he proposed S ain t 

Joseph to all the fa ith fu l as a m odel of v irtue  

and recom m ended that they p lace them selves  

under h is specia l pro tection .

B lessed P ope P ius X  in 1909 approved the  

L itany of S ain t Joseph . S om e years la ter he  

issued decrees in favor of devo tion to the  

S ain t and attached indu lgences to the prayer 

in w hich w e invoke Jesus, M ary and Joseph  

fo r a happy death . T he sam e P ope ra ised the  

F east of the P atronage to a doub le of the first 

class.

B enedict X V added to the D iv ine P raises  

the invocation "B lessed be S ain t Joseph her  

m ost chaste spouse” and approved the specia l 

P reface fo r the M ass of h is feasts. In 1920 , 

he issued a M otu P roprio*  to com m em orate  

the fiftie th ann iversary of the proclam ation of  

*  A  t r a n s la t io n  o f t h e  " M o tu  P r o p r io ”  i s i n  

t h e  A p p e n d ix . S e e  p a g e  47 .
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S ain t Joseph as P atron  of the  U niversal C hurch  

and recom m ended the S ain t as a m odel fo r  

the w ork ingm an .

P ius X I added  the invocation  to  S ain t Joseph , 

to several prayers fo r the dy ing in the offic ia l 

R itual.

T H E  E M I N E N T  D I G N I T Y  O F  

S A I N T  J O S E P H

P ersonal ho liness and d ign ity likew ise pro 

v ide a foundation fo r so lid  devo tion . T he  ho li

ness of a m an is determ ined by  the p lace w hich  

is assigned to h im  in the d iv ine p lan and the  

m anner in w hich he carries ou t the assignm ent.

S ain t Joseph has a un ique p lace on th ree  

levels of creation : in the natu ral order; in  

the order of grace; in the order of the G od-  

M an. L et us first consider S ain t Joseph 's p lace  

in the order of nature .

T here are th ree levels or degrees of G od ’s 

com m unication w ith m en. T hese rep resen t 

th ree steps of G od ’s descen t to m an.

T here is first the order of natu re in w hich  

w e can find G od ’s reflection th rough being, 

life and in te lligence. B y them  G od com es to  

us and  w e, in tu rn , can ascend to H im  th rough  

those channels of in te lligence, life and being .

13



In  the  second  p lace  there  is the  order of grace  

in w hich m an is ra ised to a new level and  

receives a new  nature , som eth ing  of G od H im 

self, though w e know  no t w ith certa in ty w hat 

it is . W e do know  that grace prepares us and  

m akes us fit fo r the in tu itive v ision of G od.

T hird ly , there is the order of the H yposta tic  

U nion in w hich G od com es in person to the  

hum an race . T he P erson to w hom , as it w ere, 

our hum an natu re is grafted , is the S econd  

P erson of the B lessed T rin ity , the S on of G od.

T hese th ree  orders ev iden tly  show  an  upw ard  

progression of G od ’s g ifts to m an.

A ngels and m en belong to the first tw o  

levels. T he G od-M an alone belongs by es

sence to the th ird . M ary and Joseph , because  

of their in tim ate re la tions w ith the G od-M an , 

partic ipate in the order of the H yposta tic  

U nion .

S A I N T  J O S E P H ’S  P L A C E  I N  T H E  

O R D E R  O F  N A T U R E

T he d ign ity of S ain t Joseph is real in the  

order of natu re . In that order the husband is 

the head of the fam ily . S ain t P au l sta tes the  

situation clearly fo r all tim es w hen he says: 

"L et w ives be sub ject to their husbands as to  
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the L ord ; because a husband is the head of  

the w ife , ju st as C hrist is the head of the  

C hurch ...” E phes. 5 : 11-23 . T his basic  

order w as no t changed in the H oly F am ily . 

It g ives S aint Joseph a d ign ity w hich m akes us  

stand in w onder.

F or all that perta ined to the ex ternal fo rum , 

in the eyes of the peop le , of the S ynagogue, 

of the ru ling pow er, Joseph w as in the fo re 

ground . H e w as d irected to nam e the C hild  

and therefo re probab ly to perfo rm the rite  

of circum cision . H e received the w arn ing to  

flee in to E gypt. H e w as the gu ide and the  

teacher.

H e assum es the ch ief ro le in that dram atic  

inciden t w hich show s us h is astound ing obed i

ence, jo ined to a courage w hich w e cou ld no t 

read ily have d iv ined . T he long arm  of a cruel 

and w icked k ing reached ou t on h is tra il as  

he took the C hild and H is M other and fled  

in to E gypt. C erta in ly , he knew  fear, no t fo r  

h im self bu t fo r those w hom  G od had confided  

to h is care and pro tection . H um anly speak ing , 

by h is prom pt action he saved the life of  

Jesus C hrist. O bedience and courage flow ered  

w ithou t apparen t effo rt from  the sou l of th is  

ju st m an. T he w orld w ill, on that accoun t 

alone, be h is deb to r fo rever. H e becam e the  
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sav io r of the S av io r, as la ter he becam e the  

teacher of the T eacher.

S ince G od in becom ing m an w illed to be 

com e a ch ild , subm it to the lim ita tions of hu 

m an nature in every stage of h is m ortal life , 

he needed to have a "father” to w hom he  

w as sub ject. S uch is the fact, bu t the m ystery  

is no t lifted by th is know ledge.

T he fact is likew ise that Joseph w as the  

H ead of the H oly F am ily and therefo re r u le d  

and  s e r v e d  bo th  Jesus and  M ary . H is com m and  

w as real and the tw o w aited on h is w ord and  

cheerfu lly obeyed h is orders.

Jesus developed in sou l and in body ; how ?  

w hy? is enshrouded in m ystery— here again  

w e sim ply know the fact.

W hen the S on of G od "becam e obed ient,”  

H e "em ptied ” h im self, starting life as w e do , 

w ith no know ledge from experience. T hat 

vo id w as filled as H e grew  in age and sta tu re; 

and Joseph in great m easure filled up that 

vo id . H e taugh t Jesus. H e gu ided Jesus.

B oth of these du ties he shared w ith M ary , 

bu t the officia l teacher accord ing to the L aw  

w as the fa ther, w ho w as "bound to teach h is  

son .” W e m ay w ell ask : W hat d id he teach?  

C erta in ly the L aw itse lf, then , too , h is trade  

of carpen ter; w ithou t a doub t also the Jew ish  
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cu ltu re and trad ition . N o teacher ever had an  

assignm ent like that of Joseph . T he m anner 

in w hich he w ent abou t it, is our m odel.

Joseph w as a m an of the L aw . T here is 

no doub t that he m ade the prescribed jou rney  

to the T em ple regu larly . T he L aw requ ired  

it annually th ree tim es, on great feasts, m aking  

allow ance, how ever, fo r those w ho lived at a  

d istance; now  N azareth w as 100 m iles from  

Jerusalem , a considerab le jou rney  in those days. 

T here is no record of these jou rneys except 

w hen Jesus is invo lved . T he one no ted in the  

G ospel is probab ly the first of Jesus; he w as  

12 years o ld  and  w as now  "a  m an  of the L aw ” ; 

hence H e also jou rneyed to Jerusalem . H ere  

again w e have the ind irect lesson from  Joseph  

w ithou t w ords: H e  had G od in h is ow n house 

bu t d id no t therefo re consider h im self exem pt 

from  the prescrip tion of the L aw .

T he inciden t of being am ong the docto rs  

of the L aw invo lves som e m ystery ; certa in ly  

it w as no t to show  fo rth h is know ledge to the  

sp iritual leaders of Israel that Jesus rem ained  

beh ind  in  Jerusalem . In  the  sto ry  of the find ing  

of Jesus, Joseph says no th ing . M ary speaks 

fo r h im : "S on , w hy hast thou done so to u s ? ”  

A nd the strangest of all is the sequel, w hich  

does no t fo llow the ind ication of h is w ords. 
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F or it is said : '"H e w ent dow n to N azareth  

and w as sub ject to t h e m ,”  no t go ing  abou t h is  

F ather ’s business, bu t sub ject to h is fa ther.

T here have been m any exp lanations fo r the  

lo ss of Jesus and H is being found and fo r H is  

w ords: "I m ust be  abou t m y  F ather’s business.”  

S ain t P au l says that all S crip tu re w as w ritten  

fo r our in struction and conso lation . If w e ap 

p ly th is principle to the inciden t under con 

sideration , w e cou ld possib ly deduce that the  

m ysterious w ords of Jesus w ere no t m eant 

prim arily fo r M ary and Joseph bu t fo r us.

W e needed th is categorical assertion of H is  

one essen tia l re la tion , that to the F ather, in  

order to prov ide a coun terw eigh t fo r the be 

w ildering sta tem ent that fo llow s: "A nd he  

w ent dow n to N azareth and w as sub ject to  

them .” A pparen tly H e d id no t go abou t H is  

F ather ’s business. T hereafter fo r th irty years  

of H is short life of on ly th irty -th ree years, 

H e lived in obed ience, w hen H e had com e to  

teach  m en  the  w ay  of salvation  and "to  be  abou t 

h is F ather ’s business.” B ut le t us pause. P er

haps th is w a s  h is F ather ’s business, h is F ather ’s 

w ay of teach ing  m an the m ost necessary m eans  

fo r atta in ing that eternal life w hich had been  

lo st "th rough the d isobed ience of one m an."  

W herefo re , the S on of G od w ent dow n to
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N azareth and w as sub ject to them , to Joseph  

and M ary .

Joseph is the P recursor of the early life of  

C hrist and like the B aptist precursor, he de 

creases as Jesus increases. H ow  w ell he cou ld  

have said to the inhab itan ts of N azareth as  

S ain t John said to those w ho cam e to h im : 

there has stood one in the m idst of you w hom  

you know no t.

It is no t su ffic ien t to be physically near to  

C hrist to be sanctified . T he inhabitan ts of  

N azareth had h im fo r th irty years; they con 

dem ned H im ; to them H e w as m erely "the  

carpen ter’s son .”

In the d iv ine p lan , how ever, Joseph w as  

in the background . It w as Jesus the S av io r and  

M essias w ho w as at the heart and cen tre of  

the even ts w hich transp ired before and after 

the b irth of C hrist.

M ary cam e nex t: to her, the first announce 

m ent w as m ade; she w as the daw n w hich  

heralded the S un of Justice . S he w as and re 

m ained the V irg in M other. S he conceived by  

the pow er of G od and brought fo rth a S on , 

w ho w as E m m anuel, G od w ith us.

T he life , teach ing and devo tion of the  

C hurch fo llow  the d iv ine p lan .

U ntil the  L igh t w hich  en ligh teneth  every  m an  
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that com eth in to th is w orld , had shone upon  

the earth fo r m any years, even long after the  

sp lendor of the d iv ine M otherhood had pene 

trated the hearts of all C hristians, Joseph re 

m ained in the shadow  of their ligh t.

S A I N T  J O S E P H ’S  P L A C E  I N  T H E  

O R D E R  O F  G R A C E

T he p lace of Joseph in the order of grace  

can be deduced from the general theo log ical 

princip le enunciated by S ain t T hom as: "G od  

g ives to everyon e the grace proportionate to  

that fo r w hich he is chosen .” W e know fo r  

w hat S ain t Joseph w as chosen .

A coro llary to the theo log ical princip le  

enunciated above, is that grace is increased by  

un ion w ith G od and by the frequency and the  

closeness of our re la tions w ith H im .

Joseph lived probab ly th irty years in the  

m ost in tim ate un ion and fam iliarity w ith the  

S ource and F ountain H ead of all grace. N o  

o ther sain t, excep t on ly the M other of G od, 

w as ever so favored . H ow  S ain t Joseph m ust 

have increased from day to day in grace! 

W herefo re , it is no t hard to understand that 

he su rpassed all o thers, save on ly H er w ho 

w as "fu ll of grace” from  the beg inn ing  of her  

life .
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In seek ing to apprecia te the p lace of S ain t 

Joseph in the order of grace, one alw ays m eets  

up w ith an ob jection . A d ifficu lty arises from  

the w ords of our d iv ine S av io r concern ing  

S ain t John the B aptist.

S peak ing of h is P recursor our L ord says: 

"A m en I say to you , am ong those born of  

w om en there has no t risen a greater than John  

the B aptist; yet the least in the k ingdom  of  

heaven is greater than he.” M att. 11 : 11-12 .

T hese w ords if taken in their abso lu te sense  

and litera l m eaning , w ould p lace John the  

B aptist above the M other of G od. T he C hurch  

has never accep ted them in that sense .

I do  no t pretend  to  understand  the  fu ll m ean 

ing and background of these w ords. W hat 

does appear, how ever, is that Jesus w as specifi

cally speaking of John and com paring h im  

w ith the prophets. T here is no doub t that 

John being the P recursor, the one nearest to  

the prom ised M essias, shou ld be greater than  

the prophets, "m ore than a prophet” as Jesus  

said .

It cou ld be  also , that the  w ords of Jesus refer 

to the order of grace. N ow , M ary and Joseph  

lie beyond that order, in the very shadow  of  

the H ypostatic U nion . H ence they are beyond  

com parison w ith those w ho are on ly in the  
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order of grace, no m atter how  h igh they m ay  

stand therein . T he least in that K ingdom , 

w hich is the w orld of the G od-M an , is greater 

than even the h ighest in the order of natu re  

and of grace.

L et us rem em ber, how ever, that fo r an  arden t 

devo tion , there is no need on our part to de 

cide betw een the m erits of G od ’s sain ts. T he  

v irtues of S ain t Joseph  stand  by  them selves and  

constitu te a degree of ho liness w hich can in 

flam e our love and devo tion .

H I S  L O V E  O F  G O D

T he prim ary v irtue of S ain t Joseph w as of  

course h is love of G od. T here w e m ust seek  

the heart and core of the su rpassing sanctity  

of S aint Joseph .

T he deepest though t in v iew ing h is life and  

action is th is: H e w as the m ost selfless m an  

that ever lived ; in h is case, that m eans the  m ost 

ho ly  m an. T his state of sou l, nam ely , unselfish 

ness, prov ides the cond ition fo r the h ighest 

sanctity . T he unselfish m an is no t yet the  

greatest sain t bu t he alone can becom e the  

greatest sain t. W hen the sou l is em ptied of  

self there is a good chance of its being filled  

w ith G od.
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S elflessness is therefo re on ly the negative  

elem ent in sanctity bu t it is the elem ent w e 

can m ost read ily judge in ourselves and o thers.

T he love of G od is the positive elem ent. 

H um ility grow s ou t of selflessness. O bedience  

grow s ou t of the love of G od.

W e perceive how th is characteristic also  

s tands ou t in the B aptist and w e know how  

h igh he ra tes in the book of G od. S ain t Joseph  

like S ain t John w as no t even destined to fo rm  

part of the pub lic re tinue of the M essias. L ike  

h im , he sim ply cleared a w ay fo r the M aster. 

T he tw o have m uch in com m on. O ne w as  

the friend of the B ridegroom ” ; the o ther, 

the F oster F ather.

John the B aptist w as con ten t to "hear the  

vo ice of the bridegroom ” .. . h is so le rew ard  

on earth  ... Joseph w as con ten t to live and  

act by fa ith , to iling in the sw eat of h is brow  

to earn the daily bread fo r H im  w ho cou ld  

m ultip ly the loaves; protecting from danger  

H im w ho cou ld sum m on leg ions of angels; 

teach ing H im  w ho w as the E ternal W isdom ; 

com m anding H im by W hom  all th ings w ere  

m ade.

T hese tw o hum ans are w ithou t doub t the  

greatest am ong the ch ild ren of m en, after the  
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M other of G od; for she w as no t in the class  

of those w ho prepared the w ay. S H E W A S  

T H E  W A Y , by w hich H e cam e.

T he unselfishness w hich m arks so clearly  

the life of S ain t Joseph is no t a barren th ing  

bu t a quality fertile in good  w orks. In general 

it consists essen tia lly in help ing o thers to help  

them selves. S pecifically  in S ain t Joseph it con 

sisted in  help ing  Jesus un til H e  w as ready  to  h e  

H im self; un til the day w hen H e left h is  

fa ther ’s house to  conclude h is F ather ’s business.

S o little is ever said d irectly of Joseph and  

even that little g ives us no  h in t of any  personal 

preferences or desires; H is w hole life and  

action w ere fo r Jesus and M ary . T he G ospel 

record reflects that d isposition . S ain t M atthew  

says: "C om ing he dw elt in a city called N az 

areth , t h a t i t m ig h t b e  f u l f i l l e d  w hich w as said  

by the prophets: H e shall be called a N az 

arene  ... and the ch ild grew  . ..” Joseph is 

m entioned , bu t on ly in v iew of the M essias. 

T here are no details abou t h im ; on ly m otives; 

these m ake sain ts.

C erta in ly there w e r e details; there w e r e  

w ords, bu t ev iden tly the H oly G host d id no t 

consider them necessary to be transm itted ; 

neither d id Joseph ; he left no accoun t of the  

greatest even ts that ever happened on earth , 
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even ts in w hich he p layed so im portan t a part 

and of w hich he w as an eye w itness.

O nce  h is ro le is defin ite ly  estab lished and h is  

m ission accom plished , Joseph re tires in to the  

background of G od ’s great p lan fo r the re 

dem ption and salvation of the hum an race .

A t the presen tation in the T em ple, he w as  

m entioned , though no m essage is addressed  

to h im .

A t the E piphany , he is no t even m entioned ; 

"they found the ch ild w ith M ary h is m other”  

the E vangelist says, though it appears certa in  

that Joseph w as presen t. N o doub t it w as he  

w ho took charge of the treasures w hich the  

W ise M en brough t, thus g iv ing us a fo recast 

of h is charge over the treasury  of heaven itse lf.

S ain t Joseph ’s su rpassing love of G od also  

appeared in h is obed ience, hence in h is per

fect conform ity to the w ill of G od. H e recog 

n ized that w ill ju st as easily w hen it w as m ani

fested th rough natu ral, even repugnan t m eans  

and channels, as w hen it cam e by heaven ly in 

sp ira tion . H e w as no less prom pt in obeying  

the decree of C aesar than accep ting the vo ice  

of G od in a dream .

A fter the  ex ile  in  E gypt upon  the  d iv ine  com 

m and, Joseph w as m inded to re tu rn to B eth le

hem ; ord inary hum an prudence w ould have  
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d icta ted such a m ove. B ut here again G od  

d irected h im  by supernatu ral m eans; he w as  

w arned in sleep to d irect h is steps to  N azareth . 

Joseph w as the perfect in strum ent in the hands  

of G od. H e pu t aside h is ow n reasons, w hat

ever these m ight be, and w illing ly em braced  

the w ill of G od.

T he obed ience of Joseph produced a sanctity  

of the h ighest order and w as a beau tifu l re 

flection of the obed ience of Jesus C hrist to the  

F ather and to every rep resen tative of the F a 

ther ’s au thority . L ikew ise , h is obed ience  th rived  

in the presence of the obed ience of M ary . A s  

a consequence, there w as in the ho ly fam ily  

of N azareth bu t one w ill, the ho ly w ill of  

G od; the hum an w ills of Jesus, M ary and  

Joseph w ere perfectly  conform ed to that d iv ine  

w ill.

H I S  L O V E  O F  M A R Y

Joseph  w as the husband of M ary , the guard 

ian and pro tecto r of her nam e and of her v ir

tue . H e chose her from  all the daugh ters of  

Juda as h is beloved here on earth w ith the  

know ledge of her p lan to rem ain fo rever a  

v irg in , though w ithou t the fu ll prev ision of  

that trem endous m ystery of the Incarnation  

and all that it w ould en tail fo r M ary and fo r  
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h im self. H e offered her the pro tection of h is  

streng th, h is en tire devo tedness, h is w hole life  

of selfless serv ice; all th is on the assurance  

of the fa ith he had in d iv ine P rov idence  

and h is fa ith in her w hom  G od had confided  

to h is lov ing care .

Joseph cooperated at every step  w ith the de 

signs of G od upon th is chosen creatu re , as a  

w illing in strum ent in the great w ork of the  

R edem ption of the w orld . O nly by fa ith d id  

he recogn ize d im ly som eth ing of the grandeur  

that su rrounded the destiny of the b lessed  

M other of G od; and by h is obed ience he  

m erited to share m ore closely in that ro le than  

any o ther creatu re .

T hough Joseph w as bu t an artisan and poor, 

a m an unknow n to the great w orld of h is  

tim e, he w as yet by b irth and by personal char

acter, one of G od ’s nob lem en . In the natu ral 

order he w as of royal lineage, a m em ber of  

the tribe to w hich the prom ises of the M essias  

w ere g iven, of the fam ily of D avid , the m an  

after G od  s ow n heart. In the order of grace  

and  by d iv ine  cho ice and  because he w as a m an 

of the m ost em inen t v irtue he becam e the  

th ird m em ber of the H oly F am ily , F oster- 

F ather of Jesus and husband of the Im m acu late  

V irg in . T hat is w hy the H oly S criptu re de- 
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scribes h im  in w ords unequalled in the sacred  

record save w hen the in sp ired w riter describes 

the M other of G od. Joseph w as called the  

"just m an” that is , a m an endow ed w ith every  

v irtue.

A s head of the H oly F am ily Joseph w as  

M ary ’s superio r. T here can be no doub t that 

she rendered h im  every m ark of respect, every  

honor that w as due to h is position as rep re 

sen tative of the E ternal F ather; that she sub 

m itted joy fu lly to h is d irectives and that she  

served h is needs. O n the o ther hand it is 

equally certa in that Joseph repaid her hom age  

in the on ly w ay open to h im , by a love born  

of deepest understand ing , reverence and affec

tion w hich flow ered in recip rocal serv ice . F irst 

and fo rem ost he gave her in ho locaust the  w ill

ing sacrifice of h is m anhood , the su re pro 

tec tion of her nam e and her purity , w ith sup 

port and com fort th roughou t the days of h is 

life .

L ove, deep and tender, and unselfish de 

vo tedness characterize the re lations of Joseph  

to M ary . H e loved  her above all creatu res w ith  

a love that w as roo ted in natu re and in grace; 

ou t of that love there flow ered the serv ice of  

heart and hand tow ard the accom plishm ent of  

the ho ly w ill of G od.
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N ot to the angels, those perfect m inistering  

sp irits of the M ost H igh bu t to a m ortal m an  

w as it g iven to stand nearest to G od  w hen  G od  

cam e to earth in the fo rm  of a m an; to  Joseph  

w as it g iven to m inister to the L ord of heaven  

and earth in the w eakness of h is in fancy , 

th rough every hum an serv ice that love and  

obed ience cou ld render. A nd am ong m ortals, 

he alone w as perm itted to be presen t under  

the  sam e  roof w ith  M ary  w hen  the  In fan t C hrist 

w as born . H ow  close that even t brough t h im  

to the V irg in M other! N one of her m any  

friends and  re la tives w ere  chosen  to  be  w itnesses  

of the m arvels that G od had w rough t in her  

w hen "natu re stood in w onder” w hile the  

V irg in brought fo rth her first-born , w ho w as  

also the on ly -bego tten of the F ather.

It w as as the beloved husband of M ary that 

Joseph con tinued to share in the m ost in tim ate  

re la tions that any creatu re ever had w ith the  

C reato r. H e w as indeed the trusted w atchm an  

of the L ord w ho guarded the treasures of h is  

M aster ’s house, the S on in w hom  H e w as w ell 

p leased and h is H andm aid w hom H e had  

chosen to bring fo rth that S on un to the race  

of m en. Joseph  w as gradually in itia ted  in to  the  

m ysteries of the b irth , the h idden life , the  

ex ile in E gypt; he lived under the sam e roof  
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w ith  the V irg in M other, he shared w ith  her h is 

responsib ilities in the support and education  

of the grow ing boy Jesus.

T hus M ary and Joseph becam e in separab le  

in the life of the H oly F am ily ; so , too , have  

their nam es becom e  in separab le in  the  devo tions  

of the C hurch  and  of the fa ith fu l at large . T he  

sacred record of the N ew  T estam ent had al

ready pu t fo rth that them e from  the very be 

g inn ing ; at every po in t in that record their 

nam es are un ited . S aint M atthew  says: "A nd  

Jacob bego t Joseph the husband of M ary , of  

w hom  w as born Jesus.” A nd again : "Joseph , 

son of D avid , fear no t to take un to thee M ary  

thy w ife .” T he E vangelist, S ain t L uke, also  

jo ins these tw o w hen he says: "T he angel 

G abrie l w as sen t to a v irg in espoused to  a m an  

w hose nam e w as Joseph and  the v irg in ’s nam e  

w as M ary .” A nd la ter the sam e E vangelist 

te lls us: "Joseph  w ent to  B eth lehem  w ith  M ary  

h is spouse.” A nd so w ell d id Joseph grow  in  

h is h igh functions tow ard Jesus and M ary that 

he w as found w orthy to be called by the Im 

m aculate V irg in herself, "father” of Jesus, a  

title lesser in g lo ry on ly to that of M other of  

G od  w hich belonged  to her alone, a title  w hich  

su rpasses in d ign ity all o ther appella tions that 

the m ind of m an can conceive.
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F rom all th is it is ev iden t that Joseph ’s 

p lace in the d iv ine p lan w as a p lace of honor, 

of confidence and of the greatest in tim acy w ith  

Jesus and M ary . C orrespondency em inen t are  

h is ach ievem ent and h is rew ard bo th on earth  

and in heaven . It fo llow s also that one so  

tho rough ly im bued w ith the love and serv ice  

of the ho ly M other of G od, h is true spouse  

on earth , w ill com m unicate h is ow n devo tion  

to those w ho d iscover h is p lace and ro le in the  

life of the C hurch and w ho strive to fo llow  

h is hero ic exam ple . T he C atho lic doctrine and  

devo tion ho ld that Joseph has charge of the  

treasures of G od ’s boun ty in heaven ju st as he  

had charge of the greatest of G od ’s treasures  

on earth . E xperience bears ou t th is confidence  

in h is pow er in m atters bo th sp iritual and  

tem poral.

H I S  L A B O R S

A m ong the Jew s, labor w as taugh t as a re li

g ious du ty ; every m an w as expected to have  

som e trade or hand icraft by w hich he cou ld  

earn a livelihood . It does no t therefo re fo llow  

that labor w as alw ays in honor or that the  

laborer w as h igh ly regarded .

S ain t Joseph w as a laboring m an and by h is  
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daily to il he supported Jesus and M ary , sup 

p ly ing them  w ith food , clo th ing and shelter.

L abor w as fo r h im  the w ill of G od and the  

d irect m eans fo r h is sanctification . T here is 

no doub t bu t that he g lo ried in h is to il and in  

the con tribu tion w hich it m ade to the d iv ine  

p lan ; Joseph app lied h im self to it, though  

he possessed the secrets of G od and lived in  

the presence of Jesus and M ary . H e d id no t 

seek to cap ita lize on h is know ledge, h is signal 

graces, h is partic ipation in the m ysteries of  

the K ingdom  of G od. H e lived and w orked  

no t fo r h im self bu t on ly fo r Jesus and M ary . 

T herein he set fo rever the exam ple of the  

genu ine re lig ious life .

B ecause of these v irtues, Joseph is the m odel 

fo r the m an of prayer and m editation , yet 

he d id no t engage in prayer and neg lect to  

w ork . H e m ust have devo ted a fu ll day to  

labor, fo r is w as on ly by the w ork of h is hands  

that he supported the H oly F am ily .

H I S  S U F F E R I N G S

S piritual w riters speak m uch of the su ffer

ings of S ain t Joseph . T hey enum erate seven  

prin icpal so rrow s in life : T he  though t of being  

ob liged to send M ary aw ay; h is fa ilu re to find  
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a fitting shelter fo r the C hrist C hild on C hrist

m as n igh t; h is angu ish at the C ircum cision ; 

the dark prophecy of S im eon concern ing the  

su fferings of M ary ; the fligh t in to E gypt; h is 

fear of con tinued pursu it of the H oly C hild  

by A rchelaus; the lo ss of Jesus in Jerusalem .

O vershadow ing all h is su fferings, how ever, 

is the greatness of h is rew ard . H e found G od, 

in person , during h is earth ly so journ ; he  

needed no t to w ait fo r death and the re lease  

from L im bo . W e m ight alm ost say he pos

sessed heaven here on earth ; fo r years he had  

the closest com pan ionsh ip of the M other of  

G od, the L ily of Israel, and w as beloved of  

her.

L ater he becam e the com panion, the teacher 

of G od, as the C hild w axed strong under h is  

w atchful eye and d iligen t support.

T he seven A rchangels on ly stand in G od ’s 

presence and w ait upon H is com m ands.

G od stood in h is presence and w aited on  

h is com m and!

N ext to M ary he w as the first to beho ld  

G od in hum an fo rm ; and G od in hum an  

vestu re w as the last to look upon h im  in life  

and in death . A nd w ho bu t G od w ent w ith  

h im  to the grave?
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S A I N T  J O S E P H — P A T R O N  O F  

A  H A P P Y  D E A T H

W e do no t know  w hen S ain t Joseph d ied , 

nor do w e know h is age at the tim e of h is  

death .

It is probab le that he w as no t alive at the  

tim e w hen Jesus began h is pub lic m inistry .

O n the o ther hand , h is m em ory w as still 

fresh in the m inds of h is fe llow tow nsm en  

of N azareth, in the early days of our L ord ’s 

pub lic life , since they referred to Jesus as the  

C arpen ter ’s son , one, therefo re , read ily iden ti

fied by the speakers and listeners.

T he supposition that Joseph d ied before the  

C rucifix ion  is generally  assum ed  by  m ost w riters 

from the fact that Jesus w ould hard ly have  

confided h is M other to the care of S ain t John , 

if Joseph had been alive .

T he im portan t th ing fo r us to rem em ber is 

that S ain t Joseph  is the  patron  of a happy  death . 

W e are su re that he d ied in the presence of  

Jesus and M ary .

S A I N T  J O S E P H 'S  P L A C E  I N  T H E  

O R D E R  O F  T H E  H Y P O S T A T I C  U N I O N

T he h ighest d ign ity of S ain t Joseph stem s 

from h is re la tions w ith the T riune G od. In  
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brief, he rep resented the F ather's au thority  

and exercised it. H e w as the pro tecto r, the  

support and the teacher of the S on . H e w as  

the beloved husband of the S pouse of the  

H oly G host, the guard ian of her nam e and  

v irtue.

If Joseph from the beg inn ing of h is elec

tion , d id no t have the fu lness of the d iv ine  

revela tion concern ing  the details of the m ystery  

of the Incarnation and the com ing of the  

K ingdom  of G od, such as M ary had them , he  

d id have the requ isite d ispositions fo r gradu 

ally learn ing them . B eing a ju st m an he w as  

endow ed w ith a true sense fo r sp iritual under

stand ing . F uller know ledge cam e from  d irect 

revela tion of G od ’s com m ands and from  h is  

daily con tacts w ith M ary before and after the  

b irth of C hrist. H e w as specifically equ ipped  

w ith tw o  essen tia l d ispositions, the love of G od 

and the love of M ary .

W e can read ily see how  the M other of G od 

shares in the su rpassing  esta te of G od 's h ighest 

fo rm  of com m unication w ith the hum an race . 

T he question before us is th is: H ow does  

S ain t Joseph en ter in to the w orld of the H y 

posta tic U nion?

H is cla im s rest on th ree considerations:

1)  H e w as the husband of M ary .
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2)  H e w as the F oster F ather of Jesus

3)  H e w as the rep resen tative of the  

H eaven ly F ather on earth .

P utting it d ifferen tly , w e m ay say that 

Joseph en ters w ith in the shadow of G od ’s 

very life by the ties of m atrim ony , by legal 

righ t and as G od ’s V icar. A nd if th is is bu t 

the m arg in of the d iv ine life , it does yet ra ise  

h im above the level of every o ther order of  

G od ’s dealings w ith m en.

Jesus C hrist alone is in the w orld of the  

H yposta tic U nion . M ary is the connecting  

link betw een that w orld and the w orld of  

grace; S he is the M other of the G od-M an .

A s fo reto ld by the P rophets the S on of G od  

w as born of a V irg in  M other (Isa ias, 8). T his  

V irg in M other w as espoused to a m an nam ed  

Joseph and con tracted m arriage w ith h im , a  

true m arriage, even though bo th parties had  

vow ed v irg in ity and m ain tained that vow in  

the m arriage sta te.

Just as it requ ired a creatu re "fu ll of grace”  

to fo rm  the connecting link betw een the w orld  

of grace and the w orld of the H yposta tic  

U nion , so it requ ired "a ju st m an,” that is , 

a m an possessing all v irtues in a super-em inen t 

degree to take on the ro le that Joseph w as  
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called on to carry ou t, w hen G od and M ary  

chose h im  fo r her husband .

O nce w e accep t the w ill of G od in the In 

carnation , recogn izing that the on ly -bego tten  

S on becam e m an to be fo r us the W ay, the  

T ru th and the L ife , then the ro le of Joseph  

becom es a necessary part of that p lan .

Jesus had to be pro tected , nourished and  

brough t-up , under cond itions that w ould issue  

in a norm al hum an life , so  that the S on of G od 

Incarnate cou ld tru ly be a S on of M an. H ere  

lay the ro le of Joseph .

T hat ro le drew  h im  in to the in tim ate circ le  

of the H yposta tic U nion , by a d ifferen t and  

lesser tie than the one of the d iv ine M other

hood , bu t closer and deeper than any o ther, 

such as that of P recursor, A postle , E vangelist.

In the natu ral and socia l order, he w as the  

head of that fam ily , w hose flow er and fru it 

deriv ing from the G odhead , sough t a roo t 

of hum an b irth in the w om b of the V irg in  

and m utual affections and em otions from  bo th  

the M other and her hum an spouse.

G od chose M ary to be the P arad ise w herein  

H e, by h is pow er alone, w ould p lan t the T ree  

of L ife . T o Joseph G od com m itted the care  

and custody of th is P arad ise .

It is no t hard to believe that G od w ould  
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choose a V irg in fo r th is office. A nd such has  

alw ays been the com m on trad ition of the  

C hurch stem m ing from the teachings of the  

F athers and D octors, beg inn ing w ith S ain t 

A ugustine .

T he espousals of M ary and Joseph , accord 

ing to the m ore probab le trad ition took p lace 

at Jerusalem . T here is no so lid reason to  

suppose that Joseph w as an o ld m an at that 

tim e. Q uite the con trary . U p to the fifth  

cen tu ry the trad ition m akes h im  a m an in the  

early prim e of life .

Joseph m ay righ tly be called the F ather of  

Jesus. W e have the best preceden t fo r do ing  

so . N ot m erely those w ho w ere ignorant of  

the V irg in-b irth , as the fe llow tow nsm en of  

our L ord, used the term , bu t the E vangelist 

w ho  knew  of the  m ystery  says: "H is fa ther and  

m other seeing H im , w ondered .” A nd w hat 

is m ore, the V irg in M other herself w hen she  

addressed the ch ild Jesus in the T em ple said : 

"T hy fa ther and I have sought thee so rrow 

ing .” A nd Jesus H im self by the very d istinc

tion that H e m akes in h is rep ly , betw een h is  

F ather in heaven and h is earth ly fa ther ac

know ledges th is patern ity , w hich H e p laces  

below  h is heaven ly orig in .

F rom  a consideration of the facts w e beho ld  
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in Joseph every requ isite (save physical gener

ation) and every righ t of a true fa ther. C arnal 

patern ity alone does no t in our hum an esti

m ation m ake a fa ther. If a m an bego t ch il

dren then neg lected them , d id no t love, bring  

up , care fo r, support them , w e w ould say of  

such a one: he is no t a fa ther to those ch il

dren . A nd of the ch ild ren w e cou ld properly  

say that to all in ten ts and purposes they are  

fa therless.

B y h is paternal affection Joseph w as a true  

fa ther to Jesus. N o fa ther ever loved h is son  

as Joseph loved H im . H ence Jesus found in  

h im  as m uch  paternal love as any  son can have, 

and responded  to it by h is ow n filia l affection.

T his paternal love w as a product bo th of  

natu re and of grace and of the specia l g ift 

of the H eavenly F ather.

B y h is so lic itude tow ard Jesus, Joseph  m erit

ed to be called fa ther; fo r never d id hum an  

fa ther care fo r and w atch over h is offsp ring  

as d id Joseph over Jesus.

B y the w ork of h is hands and the sw eat 

of h is brow he prov ided the food and sus

tenance by w hich Jesus w axed in age and  

sta tu re , as the G ospel pu ts it.

B y m arriage he acqu ired real righ ts over 
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M ary and all that she had includ ing the  

"b lessed fru it” of her w om b, Jesus.

In brief, w e m ay say , that Joseph had all the  

righ ts of a fa ther over Jesus in fact and before  

the law . M oreover, he  exercised  all these  righ ts. 

H e alone of all m en cou ld and d id address 

Jesus on earth , as "m y son .” A nd so he ad 

dresses h im in heaven ; fo r heaven does no t 

loosen our earth ly bonds of paren tage and  

sonsh ip bu t m akes them  perm anen t.

T he th ird great g lo ry of Joseph and that 

w hich constitu tes the very source of all h is  

d ign ities, is the fact that he w as, by G od ’s 

cho ice , the rep resen tative of the H eaven ly  

F ather.

T he S on of G od cam e to earth as m an; H e  

w as seen in h is g lo ry and in h is w eakness.

T he H oly S pirit appeared at d iverse tim es 

and  under d iverse fo rm s.

T o the F ather are app licab le the w ords of  

the E vangelist: "N o m an hath seen G od at 

any tim e.”

T here w ere rep resen tatives of G od on earth  

such  as M oses, A aron , the  Judges, the  P rophets. 

E ach rep resen ted som e attribu te of H is d iv in ity , 

m ost often H is ju stice, alw ays H is pow er and  

m ajesty . B ut never before or after, has a m an  

rep resented G od in H is fa therhood . It is a  

40



un ique honor and a un ique d istinction belong 

ing on ly to S ain t Joseph .

G reater than m erely rep resen ting the F ather

hood of G od on earth is the fact that Joseph  

really exercised the righ ts of a fa ther and that 

no t in re la tion to m en, creatu res of G od, ch il

dren on ly by adop tion ; bu t he exercised those  

righ ts over the very S on of G od, the S econd  

P erson of the B lessed T rin ity . H e com m anded  

the S on of G od and w as obeyed : T his sta te 

m ent of w hat w as a repeated fact in the life  

of Joseph , m akes us stand in am azem ent; and  

thereafter, to w onder at the d ign ity w hich th is  

ju st m an possessed . T his is m eant by saying  

that Joseph , by h is re la tions to  Jesus and  M ary , 

s tands w ith in the shadow of the H yposta tic  

U nion . T here can be no doub t that he w ho 

w as the husband of M ary , the fa ther of Jesus  

and the un ique rep resen tative of the heavenly  

F ather m ust be the greatest am ong the sain ts 

nex t to the very M other of G od.

S A I N T  J O S E P H  I N  T H E  K I N G D O M  

O F  G O D

F rom  these considerations, som eth ing of the  

true greatness of S ain t Joseph beg ins to  appear. 

H is em inen t d ign ity stands ou t m ore clearly  
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if w e com pare h is ro le w ith that of o thers, 

w hether these be ind iv iduals or groups.

T o P rophets fo r exam ple , G od com m itted  

the du ty of announcing H is W ord and H is  

prom ises and preparing rem otely fo r the com 

ing of H is S on , the M essias. T o Joseph w as  

g iven the M other of G od w ho w as the D aw n  

that heralded the S un of Justice . T o h im  

w as g iven the fu lfillm en t of all the prom ises  

of G od and the riches of the treasures of H is  

K ingdom . W herefo re , it is no t d ifficu lt to see  

how  S ain t Joseph  tow ers above  all the  prophets.

T o ho ly K ings and P riest, G od gave to ru le  

over a  portion  of h is C hosen  P eop le . T o  Joseph  

he confided the pow er to ru le over the M other 

of G od and the S on of G od on earth . W here 

fo re S ain t Joseph ’s pow er is royal and sacer

do tal above every th ing com parab le that has  

appeared in th is w orld .

In S ain ts and M arty rs of the N ew  L aw , G od  

show ed fo rth h is w isdom , h is courage and  

h is pow er. T o Joseph alone of all m en d id H e  

confide h is ow n au thority over the creatu re  

w ho is above all creatu res and— unfathom able  

m ystery !— h is ow n au thority  over the Incarnate  

S on of G od.

T herefo re, greater than priest and prophet, 

h igher than k ing  and ru ler, m ore g lo rious than  
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apostle and m arty r, is S ain t Joseph , S pouse of  

the Im m acu late V irg in , F oster F ather of the  

S on of G od and H ead  of the H oly  F am ily .

N ext to w hat G od has done fo r S ain t Joseph  

it is bu t a sm all m atter that the C hurch m akes  

h im its un iversal pro tecto r; and w hat our  

private devo tion can suggest and carry ou t, 

in order to g ive h im  the p lace that is due in  

hum an affa irs, is as no th ing com pared to the  

d ign ities bestow ed  upon  h im  w hen  G od  sing led  

h im  ou t as the m an "w hom  the K ing had a  

m ind to honor.”

O n h is ow n part, S ain t Joseph being chosen  

by G od fo r d ign ities su rpassing all hum an  

reckon ing , fu lfilled h is ro le w ith such excel

lence that the H oly G host says of h im : "H e  

w as a ju st m an” ; a short phrase , bu t fu ll 

of m eaning as a star is fu ll of ligh t.

T he cla im s of S ain t Joseph to a prim acy  

am ong the S ain ts and S ervan ts of G od are no t 

confined to h is p lace in G od 's designs in th is  

w orld on ly . T hey carry over in to the w orld  

of everlasting g lo ry , w hich w e g lim pse by  

fa ith "as th rough a g lass in an obscure m an 

ner.”

G race is the on ly m easure w e know  fo r the  

g lo ry of the elect. T he degree of grace at 
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death m arks the degree of g lo ry and pow er in  

heaven .

W e have seen how  the graces of S ain t Joseph  

su rpassed im m easurab ly all the graces of patri

archs, prophets, apostles and m arty rs. T he  

log ical conclusion is , then , that the g lo ry of  

Joseph is unsurpassed by any of these .

W e do no t know  w hat changes our passage  

from death to eternal life w ill m ake in us. 

W hat w e do know , how ever, is that the g lo ry  

of heaven w ill no t reverse the pow ers of our  

natu re , or reverse the w ork ings of grace.

W hat has been good and desirab le in our  

natu ral life w ill be preserved and enriched  

in heaven , no t roo ted ou t and destroyed ; and  

w hat grace has accom plished in us on earth  

w ill be m ade perfect and enduring in heaven .

A nd if such is the case , then w e can read ily  

im ag ine w hat the g lo ry and pow er of Joseph  

in heaven m ust be. F or bo th by natu re and by  

grace he w as nearest to Jesus on earth , nex t 

to the B lessed M other; he w as one of the  

earth ly T rin ity— how near m ust he be to the  

T rin ity in heaven!
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a p p e n d i x  N O . 1

T E , J O S E P H , C E L E B R E N T

L e t A n g e l s c h a n t t h y  p r a is e , p u r e  s p o u s e o f  

p u r e s t B r id e ,

W h i le  C h r i s t e n d o m ’s  s w e e t  c h o i r s  t h e  g la d s o m e  

s t r a in s r e p e a t ,

T o  t e l l  t h y  w o n d r o u s  f a m e , t o  r a i s e  t h e  p e a l in g  

h y m n ,

W h e r e w ith  w e  a l l t h y  g lo r y  g r e e t .

W h e n  d o u b t s  a n d  b i t t e r  f e a r s  t h y  h e a v y  h e a r t  

o p p r e s s e d ,

A n d  f i l l e d  t h y  r ig h te o u s  s o u l w i th  s o r r o w  a n d  

d i s m a y ,

A n  A n g e l q u ic k ly  c a m e , t h e  w o n d r o u s s e c r e t  

t o ld ,

A n d  d r o v e  t h y  a n x io u s  g r ie fs  a w a y .

T h y  a r m s  t h y  n e w - b o r n  L o r d , w i th  t e n d e r  j o y  

e m b r a c e ;

H im  t h e n  t o  E g y p t ’s L a n d  t h y  w a tc h fu l c a r e  

d o th  b r in g ;

H im  i n  t h e  T e m p le ’s  c o u r t s  o n c e  l o s t t h o u  d o s t  

r e g a in ,

A n d  'm id  t h y  t e a r s  d o s t g r e e t t h y  K in g .

N o t t i l l d e a th ’s  p a n g s  a r e  o ’ e r  d o  o th e r s  g a in  

t h e i r c r o w n ,
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B u t , J o s e p h , u n to  t h e e t h e b le s s e d l o t w a s  

g iv e n

W h i le  l i f e  y e t e n d u r e , t h y G o d  t o  s e e a n d  

k n o w ,

A s  d o  t h e  S a in t s  a b o v e  i n  h e a v e n .

G r a n t u s , g r e a t T r in i ty , f o r  J o s e p h ’s  h o ly  s a k e ,  

I n  h ig h e s t b l i s s a n d  l o v e , a b o v e  t h e  s ta r s t o  

r e ig n ,

T h a t w e  i n  j o y  w i th  h im  m a y  p r a i s e  o u r  l o v in g  

G o d ,

A n d  s in g  o u r  g la d  e te r n a l s t r a in .

R eprin ted w ith perm ission from : T h e  H y m n s  

o f t h e  B r e v ia r y  a n d  M is s a l by M atthew B ritt, 

O .S .B ., pub lished by B enziger B ro thers, Inc ., 

N ew  Y ork C ity , C opyrigh t, 1922 , 1924 .
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A P P E N D IX  N O . 2

Inasm uch as the pronouncem ents of  

the H oly S ee are at present m ore or less 

inaccessib le to the average person, the  

transla tions of the six m ost im portan t 

docum ents re lating to S t. Joseph are of

fered in P art III, together w ith a sketch  

presen ting certain featu res of devo tion  

to  the  sain t since 1545 . A cknow ledgm ent 

is m ade fo r perm ission to use rep rin ts 

from  the C A T H O L I C  M I N D , pub lished  

by the S ociety of Jesus.

M O T U  P R O P R I O

o f  B e n e d ic t  X V ,  P o p e ,  f o r  t h e  C e le b r a t io n  

o f t h e  F i f t ie th  Y e a r  o f t h e  P r o c la m a t io n  

o f t h e  P a tr ia r c h  S t . J o s e p h  a s  P a tr o n  o f  

t h e  U n iv e r s a l C h u r c h .

G o o d  a n d  s a lu ta r y i n d e e d  i t w a s f o r t h e  

C h r i s t ia n  p e o p le  t h a t O u r  P r e d e c e s s o r , P iu s  I X  

o f im m o r ta l m e m o r y , s o le m n ly d e c la r e d  t h e  

m o s t c h a s t e s p o u s e o f t h e V ir g in  M a r y  a n d  

g u a r d ia n  o f t h e  I n c a r n a te W o r d , S t . J o s e p h ,  

t o  b e  t h e  P a tr o n  o f  t h e  U n iv e r s a l C h u r c h . B u t  

n o w  t h a t t h e  f i f t i e th  a n n iv e r s a r y  o f t h i s  h a p p y  

e v e n t w i l l o c c u r n e x t D e c e m b e r , w e  c o n s id e r  
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i t  u s e fu l  a n d  o p p o r tu n e  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  b e  w o r th 

i l y  c e le b r a te d  b y  t h e  w h o le  C a th o l ic  w o r ld .

C a s t in g  O u r  g la n c e  o v e r  t h e  p a s t f i f ty  y e a r s ,  

W e  b e h o ld  t h e  w o n d e r fu l l y  f l o u r i s h in g  c o n d i 

t i o n  o f p io u s i n s t i t u t io n s  w h ic h  b e a r w i tn e s s  

t o  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h ic h  d e v o t io n  t o  t h e  h o ly  

P a tr ia r c h  h a s  b e e n  g r a d u a l l y  d e v e lo p in g  a m o n g  

t h e F a ith fu l . W h e n  f u r th e r , t h e n , W e  c o n 

s id e r t h e  c a la m i t i e s a f f l ic t i n g  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e  

t o d a y , w e  c a n n o t f a i l t o  r e a l i z e  h o w  o p p o r tu n e  

i t i s t o  i n c r e a s e t h i s d e v o t io n  a n d  t o  s p r e a d  

i t e v e r  m o r e  w id e ly  t h r o u g h o u t C h r i s t ia n  p e o 

p le s .

I n  O u r E n c y c l i c a l , " O n  t h e R e c o n c i l ia t io n  

o f C h r is t ia n  P e a c e ,"  f o l lo w in g  t h e  c r u e l w a r ,  

W e  i n d ic a te d  w h a t w a s n e c e s s a r y  t o  e s ta b l i s h  

o r d e r  a n d  t r a n q u i l l i ty  e v e r y w h e r e . I n  p a r t ic u la r  

c o n s id e r a t io n w a s g iv e n  b y U s t o  t h e c iv i l  

r e la t io n s  w h ic h  e x i s t b e tw e e n  n a t io n s  a n d  b e -  

tw e e n  i n d iv id u a l s . Y e t t o d a y  t h e  t r e a tm e n t o f  

a n o th e r  c a u s e  o f d i s tu r b a n c e , m u c h  m o r e  s e r i 

o u s , b e c o m e s im p e r a t i v e . T h e r e i s q u e s t io n  

n o w  o f a n  e v i l t h a t h a s c r e p t i n to  t h e  v e r y  

h e a r t o f s o c ie t y . F o r t h e  s c o u r g e  o f w a r h a d  

b e e n  l a id  o n  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e  a t t h e  v e r y  m o 

m e n t t h a t i t h a d  b e c o m e  p r o fo u n d ly  i n f e c t e d  

w i th n a tu r a l i s m — t h a t g r e a t w o r ld ly p la g u e  
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w h ic h , w h e r e v e r i t e n te r s , l e s s e n s t h e  d e s ir e  

f o r  h e a v e n ly  t h in g s , e x t in g u i s h e s t h e  f l a m e  o f  

D iv in e  L o v e , a n d  d e p r iv e s  m a n  o f t h e  h e a l in g  

a n d e le v a t in g  g r a c e o f C h r i s t , l e a v in g  h im  

w i th o u t t h e  l ig h t o f f a i th , d e p e n d e n t o n  t h e  

w e a k  a n d  c o r r u p t r e s o u r c e s o f n a tu r e  a n d  t h e  

s la v e o f u n b r id l e d  h u m a n  p a s s io n . T h u s i t  

h a p p e n e d  t h a t m a n y  d e v o te d  t h e m s e lv e s  s o le ly  

t o  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  w o r ld l y  g o o d s . M o r e o v e r ,  

w h i le  t h e  c o n te s t b e tw e e n  t h e  w e a l th y  a n d  t h e  

p r o le ta r ia t h a d a l r e a d y b e c o m e a c u te , c la s s  

h a t r e d  n o w  b e c a m e  s t i l l m o r e  g r a v e  b y  r e a s o n  

o f t h e  l e n g th  a n d  s e v e r i t y o f t h e W a r , f o r  

w h i le  t h i s , o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d , b r o u g h t  i n to le r a b le  

p r iv a t io n  t o  t h e  m a s s e s , o n  t h e  o th e r  i t r a p id 

l y  m a d e  f o r tu n e s  f o r  t h e  f e w .

T h e n , t o o , t h e  s a n c t i t y  o f c o n ju g a l f id e l i t y  

a n d  r e s p e c t f o r  p a te r n a l a u th o r i ty  w e r e  o f te n  

g r ie v o u s l y  t r a n s g r e s s e d  d u r in g  t h e  W a r . T h e  

r e m o te n e s s o f o n e  s p o u s e  s e r v e d  t o  r e la x  t h e  

b o n d  o f d u ty  t o  t h e  o th e r , a n d  t h e  a b s e n c e  

o f a  w a tc h fu l e y e  g a v e  r i s e  t o  f r e e r  a n d  m o r e  

i n d u lg e n t c o n d u c t . M o r e  p a r t ic u la r l y  w a s  t h i s  

n o ta b le  a m o n g  t h e  y o u n g e r  w o m e n . S in c e r e l y  

t o  b e  r e g r e t t e d , t h e r e fo r e , i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p u b l i c  

m o r a l s  h a v e  b e c o m e  f a r  m o r e  c o r r u p t a n d  d e 

p r a v e d t h a n t h e y h a d  p r e v io u s l y b e e n , a n d  

f o r  t h i s  v e r y  r e a s o n , t o o , t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " s o c ia l  
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q u e s t io n ”  h a s  r e a c h e d  a n  i n te n s i t y  w h ic h  c a u s e s  

o n e  t o  f e a r  t h e  g r a v e s t o f  e v i l s .

I n  t h e  w is h fu l t h o u g h t a n d  e x p e c ta t io n s o f  

t h e  s e d i t i o u s  m e m b e r s  o f  s o c ie t y  t h e r e  h a s  c o n 

s e q u e n t ly  b e e n  m a tu r in g  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  a  c e r ta in  

u n iv e r s a l c o m m o n w e a l th  t h a t i s  t o  b e  f o u n d e d  

o n  a b s o lu t e  e q u a l i t y  o f  m e n  a n d  o n  c o m m u n i t y  

o f g o o d s . N a t io n a l d i s t in c t io n s  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  

t o  e x i s t i n  t h i s , n o r  i s a n y  r e c o g n i t io n  t o  b e  

g iv e n  t o  t h e  a u th o r i ty  o f t h e  f a th e r  o v e r h i s  

s o n s , o f p u b l i c  p o w e r  o v e r  t h e  c i t i z e n s , o r  o f  

G o d  o v e r  m e n  u n i t e d  i n  c iv i l c o m m o n w e a l th .  

A ll  s u c h  r a v in g s , s h o u ld  t h e y  b e  c a r r i e d  i n to  e f 

f e c t , m u s t c u lm in a te i n  a  t r e m e n d o u s s o c ia l  

c o n v u ls io n , s u c h  i n  f a c t a s  i s  n o w  e x p e r i e n c e d  

a n d  f e l t b y  n o t a  s m a l l p a r t o f E u r o p e . P r e 

c i s e ly a s im ila r c o n d i t io n  o f a f fa i r s , w e  a r e  

a w a r e , i s a m b it io n e d  a m o n g o th e r p e o p le s .  

T h e m a s s e s a r e w r o u g h t i n to  e x c i te m e n t b y  

t h e  f u r y  a n d  a u d a c i t y  o f a  f e w , w h i l e  g r a v e  

d i s tu r b a n c e s b r e a k o u t i n  m a n y  p la c e s .

M e a n w h i l e , p r e - o c c u p ie d  a b o v e  a l l e l s e  w i th  

t h i s  c o u r s e  o f  e v e n t s , W e  h a v e  n o t  f a i le d  t o  r e 

n e w  i n  t h e  s o n s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a  s e n s e  o f  t h e i r  

d u ty , w h e n e v e r t h e  o c c a s io n p r e s e n te d  i t s e l f .  

T h i s p u r p o s e , f o r e x a m p le , W e  b u t r e c e n t l y  

a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  l e t t e r s a d d r e s s e d  b y  

U s  t o  t h e  B is h o p  o f B e r g a m o  a n d  a l s o  t o  t h e  
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V e n e t ia n  P r o v in c e . A n d  s o n o w , p r o m p te d  

b y  t h e  s a m e  m o t iv e — n a m e ly , t o  r e c a l l t o  t h e i r  

d u ty  t h o s e  o f o u r o w n  f o ld , h o w e v e r m a n y ,  

w h o  e a r n  t h e i r b r e a d  b y  t h e  l a b o r o f t h e i r  

h a n d s , a n d  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e m  im m u n e  f r o m  t h e  

c o n ta g io n o f S o c ia l i s m , t h a n w h ic h n o th in g  

i s  m o r e  o p p o s e d  t o  C h r i s t ia n  w is d o m — W e  h a v e  

w i th  g r e a t s o l i c i t u d e  p la c e d  b e fo r e  t h e m  i n  a  

p a r t i c u la r m a n n e r  t h e  e x a m p le  o f S t . f o s e p h ,  

t h a t t h e y  m a y  f o l lo w  h im  a s  t h e i r  s p e c ia l g u id e  

a n d  m a y  h o n o r  h im  a s t h e i r  h e a v e n ly  p a t r o n .

I t w a s h e  w h o , i n  v e r y  d e e d , l iv e d  a  l i fe  

s im i la r  t o  t h e i r s ; a n d  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  O u r  L o r d  

J e s u s  C h r i s t , t h o u g h  i n  t r u th  t h e  o n ly - b e g o t te n  

S o n  o f t h e  E te r n a l L a th e r , w is h e d  t o  b e  c a l le d  

t h e " s o n  o f t h e  c a r p e n te r .” Y e t h o w  m a n y  

a n d  h o w  g r e a t w e r e  t h e  v i r tu e s w i th  w h ic h  

h e  a d o r n e d  h i s p o o r a n d  h u m b le  c o n d i t io n !  

A n d  a m o n g  a l l  t h e s e  v i r tu e s  n o n e  w a s  w a n t in g  

t o  e n n o b le  t h e  m a n  w h o  w a s  t o  b e  t h e  h u s b a n d  

o f M a r y  I m m a c u la te  a n d  t h e  f o s te r  f a th e r  o f  

O u r  L o r d  J e s u s C h r is t . L e t u s  p e r s o n s , t h e n ,  

l e a r n  f r o m  J o s e p h  t o  c o n s id e r  p r e s e n t p a s s in g  

a f fa ir s  i n  t h e  l ig h t o f f u tu r e  g o o d  w h ic h  w i l l  

e n d u r e  f o r e v e r ; a n d  f i n d  c o n s o la t io n  a m id  h u 

m a n  v ic i s s i t u d e s  i n  t h e  h o p e  o f  h e a v e n ly  t h in g s ,  

t h a t s o  t h e y  m a y  a s p i r e  t o  t h e m  i n  a  m a n n e r  
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c o n fo r m a b le t o  t h e D iv in e w i l l— t h a t i s , b y  

l i v in g  s o b e r l y , j u s t ly , a n d  p io u s l y .

I n  r e fe r e n c e  t o  t h e  l a b o r  p r o b le m  i t i s o p 

p o r tu n e  t o  q u o te  h e r e  t h e w o r d s w h ic h  O u r  

P r e d e c e s s o r , L e o  X I 1 1  o f  h a p p y  m e m o r y , u t t e r e d  

o n  t h i s q u e s t io n , f o r t h e y  a r e s u c h  t h a t n o  

o th e r  w o r d s  c a n  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a p p r o p r ia t e :

"C onsiderations such as these w ill serve  

to encourage and  tranqu illize the poor and  

all those w ho live by the labor of their 

hands. Y et, although it is perm itted them  

to rise from  a cond ition  of w ant to one of  

w ell-being , prov ided v io lation of ju stice  

in excluded , nevertheless, bo th ju stice and  

reason fo rb id  the destruction of that order  

w hich D iv ine P rov idence has ordained . 

O n the con trary , it is foo lish to have re 

course to v io lence, and to seek to better  

ex isting cond itions by sed ition and revo lt, 

w hich in m ost cases produce on ly greater 

ev ils than those w hich they w ere m eant 

to cure . If the poor w ish to act w isely , 

le t them  no t believe the prom ises of sed i

tious m en, bu t le t them  trust in the ex 

am ple and patronage of S t. Joseph and in  

the m aternal care of the C hurch , w hich  

daily becom es m ore so lic itous fo r their 

w elfare .”
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W ith  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  d e v o t io n  t o  S t . J o s e p h  

a m o n g t h e f a i th fu l t h e r e w i l l n e c e s s a r i l y  

r e s u l t a n i n c r e a s e i n t h e i r d e v o t io n  t o w a r d  

t h e H o ly F a m i ly o f H a z a r e th o f w h ic h h e  

w a s t h e a u g u s t h e a d , f o r t h e s e d e v o t io n s  

s p r in g  s p o n ta n e o u s ly  o n e  f r o m  t h e  o th e r . B y  

S t . J o s e p h  w e  a r e  l e d  d i r e c t ly  t o  M a r y , a n d  b y  

M a r y t o  t h e  f o u n ta in  o f a l l h o l in e s s , J e s u s  

C h r is t , w h o  s a n c t i f ie d  t h e  d o m e s t i c  v i r tu e s  b y  

H is  o b e d ie n c e  t o w a r d  S t . J o s e p h  a n d  M a r y .

W e  d e s i r e , t h e n , t h a t t h e s e  m a r v e lo u s e x 

e m p la r s o f v i r tu e  s h o u ld  s e r v e  a s i n s p ir a t io n  

a n d  a s  m o d e l s  f o r  a l l C h r i s t ia n  f a m i l i e s . E v e n  

a s  t h e  f a m i l y  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  f o u n d a t io n  o f  t h e  

h u m a n  r a c e , s o  b y  s tr e n g th e n in g  d o m e s t i c  s o 

c ie t y w i th  t h e  b o n d s o f p u r i ty , f i d e l i t y , a n d  

c o n c o r d , a  n e w  v ig o r , a n d , a s i t w e r e , a  n e w  

l i fe b lo o d  s h a l l b e  d i f fu s e d  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  m e m 

b e r s o f h u m a n  s o c ie ty  u n d e r  t h e  v iv i f y in g  i n 

f l u e n c e  o f t h e  v i r tu e  o f C h r i s t ; n o r  s h a l l t h e  

r e s u l t c o n s is t m e r e ly  i n  t h e  c o r r e c t io n  o f  p u b l ic  

m o r a l s b u t i n  t h e r e s to r a t io n o f p u b l i c a n d  

c iv i l d i s c ip l in e  i t s e l f .

T h e r e fo r e , f u l l o f c o n f id e n c e  i n  t h e  p a t r o n 

a g e o f h im  w h o s e p r o v id e n c e a n d  v ig i la n c e  

i t p le a s e d  G o d  t o  e n t r u s t H is o n ly - b e g o t te n  

S o n  a s  w e l l a s  t h e  V ir g in  m o s t h o ly , W e  e a r n 

e s t ly e x h o r t a l l t h e b i s h o p s o f t h e C a th o l i c  
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w o r ld  t h a t i n  t h e  C h u r c h 's p r e s e n t n e e d  t h e y  

s h o u ld  i n d u c e  t h e f a i th fu l t o  im p lo r e m o r e  

e a r n e s t l y t h e p o w e r fu l i n te r c e s s io n o f S t .  

J o s e p h . A n d  s in c e  t h e r e  a r e m a n y  w a y s a p 

p r o v e d  b y  t h i s A p o s to l ic  S e e f o r v e n e r a t in g  

t h e  h o ly  P a tr ia r c h , e s p e c ia l l y  o n  a l l W e d n e s d a y s  

o f t h e  y e a r  a n d  d u r in g  t h e  m o n th  c o n s e c r a te d  

t o  h im , W e  w is h  t h a t a t t h e  i n s ta n c e  o f e a c h  

b i s h o p  a l l o f t h e s e  d e v o t io n s  s h o u ld  b e  p r a c 

t i s e d  i n  e a c h  d io c e s e  a s f a r  a s p o s s ib l e .

A n d  t h e n , t o o , s in c e  J o s e p h , w h o s e d e a th  

t o o k  p la c e  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f J e s u s  a n d  M a r y ,  

i s  j u s t l y  r e g a r d e d  a s t h e  m o s t e f f i c a c io u s  p r o 

t e c to r  o f t h e  d y in g , i t i s o u r  p u r p o s e  h e r e  t o  

l a y a s p e c ia l i n ju n c t io n o n O u r V e n e r a b le  

B r e th r e n  t h a t t h e y  a s s i s t  i n  e v e r y  p o s s ib l e  m a n 

n e r t h o s e  p io u s a s s o c ia t io n s w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  

i n s t i t u te d  t o  o b ta in  t h e  i n te r c e s s io n  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  

f o r  t h e  d y in g — s u c h  a s  t h e  " A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  a  

H a p p y  D e a th ”  a n d  t h e  " P io u s U n io n  o f S t .  

J o s e p h ’s P a s s in g ," e s ta b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  

o f t h o s e  w h o  a r e  i n  t h e i r  l a s t a g o n y .

T o  c o m m e m o r a te  t h e  a b o v e  P o n t i f i c a l D e c r e e  

W e  o r d e r  a n d  e n jo in  t h a t w i th in  a  y e a r  f r o m  

t h e 8 th o f D e c e m b e r n e x t , t h r o u g h o u t t h e  

w h o le  C a th o l i c  w o r ld  t h e r e  s h a l l b e  c e le b r a te d  

i n  h o n o r  o f  S t . J o s e p h , P a tr o n  o f  t h e  U n iv e r s a l  

C h u r c h , a  s o le m n  f u n c t io n  a t w h e n e v e r t im e
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a n d  i n  w h a te v e r  m a n n e r  e a c h  B is h o p  s h a l l c o n -  

s id e r  f i t t i n g ; a n d  t o  a l l w h o  a s s i s t W e  g r a n t  

a  p le n a r y  i n d u lg e n c e  u n d e r  t h e  u s u a l  c o n d i t io n s .

G iv e n  a t S t . P e te r ’s  a t R o m e , J u ly  2 5 , B e a s t  

o f S t . J a m e s t h e  A p o s t l e , 1 9 2 0 , i n  t h e  S ix th  

Y e a r  o f O u r  P o n t i f ic a t e .
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